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♦CHAPTER 13 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 


Organization 

13- 1. Department established 
13- 2. Commissioner of buildings 
13- 3. Deputy commissioner 
13- 4. Assistant commissioner 
13- 5. Chief of inspections 
13- 6. Secretary of department 
13- 7. Chief of compliance 
13- 8. Secretary to commissioner 
13- 9. Chief electrical inspector 
13-10. Chief building inspector 
13-11. Chief sanitary inspector 
13-12. Chief plumbing inspector 
13-13. Chief elevator inspector 
13-14. Ventilation inspector 

Administrative Services 
13-15. Bureau established 


Engineering Services 

13-1S. Bureau of plan examination 
13-17. Bureau of zoning 

Inspection Services 

13-18. Bureau of electrical inspection 
13-19. Bureau of building inspection 
13-20. Bureau of plumbing inspection 
13-21. Bureau of elevator inspection 
13-22. Bureau of heating, ventilation 
and sanitation 
13-23. Division offices 
13-24. Bureau of housing inspection 
13-25. Survey inspection section 
13-26. Housing complaint section 

Compliance and enforcement services 
13-27. Bureau of compliance 
13-28. Terms of employment 


Organization 

13-1. There is established an executive department of the municipal gov¬ 
ernment of the city, which shall be known as the department of buildings. The 
said department shall embrace a commissioner of buildings, a deputy commis¬ 
sioner of buildings, an assistant commissioner of buildings, and such other offi¬ 
cers and employes as are herein designated and such as the city council may 
provide by annual appropriation ordinance. 

The said department shall include the office of the commissioner, adminis¬ 
trative services, engineering services, inspection services, housing activities and 
compliance and enforcement services. 

All officers and employees of said department shall be under the direction 
and supervision of the commissioner of buildings, and shall perform such duties 
as may be required of them by said commissioner or by provisions of this code. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-2. The commissioner of buildings shall be the head of said department 
of buildings and shall be a registered architect, or a registered structural en¬ 
gineer, and shall have been engaged as an architect, or a structural engineer for 
a period of not less than ten years prior to his appointment. During his term 
of office as commissioner of buildings he shall not be actively engaged in any 
other business. He shall be appointed by the mayor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the city council. The commissioner may require the officers and em¬ 
ployees of the department of buildings to perform such duties, in addition to 
those herein prescribed, as he may deem necessary. 

He shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the guidance of subordinate 
personnel and the public who have immediate dealings with the department, 
except where otherwise provided by order of the city council. [Passed. Coun. J 
12-22-52, p. 3813; amend. 12-30-52, p. 3911.] 

13-3. The deputy commissioner of buildings shall be appointed by the com¬ 
missioner of buildings according to law. The person certified to fill this office 
shall be either a civil, structural, or architectural engineer, or an architect, an 
experienced building contractor, or an efficient building mechanic with at least 
five years experience and training. 

The deputy commissioner of buildings shall act as commissioner of build¬ 
ings in the absence of the commissioner of buildings from his office, and while 


*For amendments to former Chapter 13 see footnote at end of this chapter. 
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so acting shall discharge all the duties and possess all the powers imposed upon 
or vested in the commissioner of buildings. The deputy commissioner of build¬ 
ings shall, under the direction of the commissioner of buildings, have general 
control of all matters and things pertaining to the work of the department of 
buildings. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-4. The assistant commissioner of buildings shall be appointed by the 
commissioner of buildings according to law. The person certified to fill this office 
shall be an engineer with background and training in public health or housing 
work of at least five years. 

The assistant commissioner shall act as commissioner of buildings in the 
absence of the commissioner and the deputy commissioner and while so acting 
shall discharge all the duties and possess all powers vested in the commissioner 
of buildings. In addition he shall be in charge of the public relations program 
of the department, its in-service training program and its housing enforcement 
program. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-5. The chief of inspections shall be appointed by the commissioner 
according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a civil, struc¬ 
tural, architectural or fire protection engineer, an architect, a building construc¬ 
tion superintendent, or an efficient building mechanic with at least five years 
experience in general building construction. He shall be in charge of coordinat¬ 
ing all inspection activities of the department. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-6. The secretary of the department shall be appointed by the com¬ 
missioner according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a 
person qualified in office and personnel management. He shall be in charge of all 
clerical activities of the department. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 


13-7. The chief of compliance shall be appointed by the commissioner 
according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a civil, struc¬ 
tural, architectural or fire protection engineer, an architect, a building con¬ 
struction superintendent, or an efficient building mechanic with at least five years 
experience in general building construction. He shall be in charge of all com¬ 
pliance and law case activities of the department. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 
3813.] 


13-8. The private secretary to the commissioner shall be appointed by the 
commissioner according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall 
be one well qualified to act as an administrative assistant and a private secretary. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 


13-9. The chief electrical inspector shall be appointed by the commissioner 
according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be an electrical 
engineer, or an efficient electrician with at least five years experience in elec¬ 
trical installations. The chief electrical inspector shall be in charge of all elec¬ 
trical inspection and shall enforce the electrical regulations of this code. [Passed. 
Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-10. The chief building inspector shall be appointed by the commissioner 
according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a civil, struc¬ 
tural, architectural or fire protection engineer, an architect, a building con¬ 
struction superintendent, or an efficient building mechanic with at least five years 
experience in general building construction. The chief building inspector shall 
be in charge of all building inspections and shall enforce all building regulations 
of this code. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-11. The chief sanitary inspector shall be appointed by the commissioner 
according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a trained 
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sanitarian with at least five years experience in sanitary and housing code 
administration. He shall be in charge of all sanitary, housing and area survey 

Hooo 0 ?? and ooioH enforce a11 sanitary regulations of this code. [Passed. Coun. 
J. iZ-ZZ-oZ, p. 3813. J 

13-12. The chief plumbing inspector shall be appointed by the commis¬ 
sioner according to law. The person certified to fill this position shall be a sani- 
tary engineer, or an efficient plumber with at least five years experience in 
plumbing installation work. He shall be in charge of all plumbing, tank and 
water heater inspections and shall enforce all plumbing regulations of this code 
pertaining to plumbing, tank work, and gas-fired water heaters installed on pri¬ 
vate property. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-13. The commissioner of buildings shall appoint, according to law, a chief 
elevator inspector, assistant chief elevator inspectors, elevator engineers and 
such other elevator inspectors as may be provided for by the city council/ The 
person certified to fill the position of chief elevator inspector shall be versed in the 
principles of electrical and mechanical engineering. He shall have had 5 years 
experience m the design or construction of elevators and 10 years experience as 

Awitor fn^ ns ? ect0r ; T, h u perSon f ? ert i fle d to fill the positions of assistant chief 
elevator inspectors shall be versed in the principles of electrical and mechanical 
engineering. They shall have had 5 years experience in the design or construction 
? f l , e Yu t0rs a l nd 10 l'* 5 ? 1 ' 8 experience as elevator inspector. The persons certified 
to fill the positions of elevator engineers shall be versed in the principles of electri¬ 
cal and mechanical engineering. They shall have had 5 years experience in the 
design or construction of elevators, and 10 years experience as elevator inspectors 
Every person certified to fill the position of elevator inspector shall have had 
5 years experience as an elevator mechanic, well versed in the principles of me¬ 
chanical and electrical construction. * 

, elevator inspector, under the direction of the commissioner of 

buildings, shall examine and approve all drawings for the installation of all eleva¬ 
tors, mechanical equipment used for the raising or lowering of any proscenium 
re curtain, or stage, orchestra floor, or any platform, dumbwaiter, escalator, and 
mechanical amusement device. No such elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, mechan- 

^L e Ti ip “ ent + d Y Vll :!l or a l paratus sha11 be installed, nor shall any such equip¬ 
ment be operated without the approval of the chief elevator inspector. The chief 
elevator inspector shall cause such inspection to be made of all new installations 
“™ ay . b , e necessary to insure construction in accordance with the drawings 

w u t d by h i m ' Sha11 cause such P er i od ic inspections to be made of existing 
installations of such equipment as may be necessary to insure safe maintenance 

«hJfn 0 rS^n n ^ ai !i d re AT ed b Y tbis code - Assistant elevator inspectors 
shall perform all the duties of the chief elevator inspector during his absence, and 

such other duties as are assigned to them by the chief elevator inspector. The 

to en £. lneerssha11 examine and approve all drawings and specifications for 
the installation and alteration of existing and new elevators. 

» elevator inspectors shall inspect all elevators, mechanical equipment used 

for the raising or lowering of any proscenium fire curtain, or stage, orchestra 
P. 18 ^ 1 ™- dumbwaiter, escalator, and mechanical amusement device 
as shall be assigned to them by the chief elevator inspector. 

nf K 3 be . e it Vat0 f in ®P ect °rs shall make written reports daily to the commissioner 
of buildings as to the condition in which they find the proscenium fire curtains 
dumbwaiters, escalators, mechanical equipment, devices, and apparatus 
inspected by them, and of any violations of the requirements of this code pertain¬ 
ing to such matters, together with the street and number of the premises where 
snch yiolatmns occur, the names of the owner, agent, lessee, and occupant thereof 
and if a new installation, the names of the architect, or engineer, and contractor 
engaged m or about the construction and installation of such equipment. [Passed. 
Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813; amend. 7-28-54, p. 8115.] 

7 I 3 : 14 * The ventilation inspector in charge shall be appointed according to 

^ be P er son certified to fill this position shall be a mechanical engineer, or an 
efficient mechanic with at least five years experience ip the design and installa¬ 
tion of warm air heating, air conditioning and ventilating industrial sanitation 
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installation. He shall be in charge of all air conditioning and ventilation, indus¬ 
trial sanitation and warm air furnace inspections, and shall enforce all regula¬ 
tions of this code pertaining to these installations. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 
3813.] 

Administrative Services 

13-15. The bureau of administrative services shall be in charge of the 
secretary of the department, who with the assistance of the clerical personnel 
provided by the city council, shall preserve and keep all books, records, and 
papers belonging to the department of buildings or which are required by law 
to be filed therein. He shall be in charge of the complaint desk of the depart¬ 
ment and shall perform such other duties as may be required of him by the 
commissioner of buildings. He shall assign clerical personnel to the division 
offices as needed. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

Engineering Services 

13-16. The commissioner of buildings shall appoint, according to law, a 
supervising architect who shall head the bureau of plan examination. The 
supervising architect shall have charge of all plan examination, engineering, 
cost estimating and all other related matters. He shall be a registered architect 
or registered structural engineer in the state of Illinois with at least five years’ 
experience in the design and construction of buildings. In the absence of the 
supervising architect, a chief plan examiner, who shall be an architect, struct¬ 
ural engineer, or an efficient architectural draftsman with at least five years’ 
experience in the design and construction of buildings, shall be in charge of the 
bureau. The personnel shall consist of architectural and structural plan exam¬ 
iners. Other personnel shall be assigned from the bureau of zoning, ventilation 
and plumbing. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813, amend. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 

13-17. The bureau of zoning shall be in charge of the chief zoning exam¬ 
iner, who shall be a person with at least five years experience in zoning adminis¬ 
tration and zoning code regulations. He shall be in charge of all zoning examina¬ 
tions required for license and permit approvals. He shall be in charge of all 
zoning inspectors and shall assign these inspectors to the bureau of building 
inspection and the bureau of housing inspection as needed. [Passed. Coun. 
J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

Inspection Services 

13-18. The bureau of electrical inspection shall be in charge of the chief 
electrical inspector, who with the assistance of the assistant chief electrical 
inspector, supervising electrical inspectors and electrical inspectors provided by 
the city council shall make all electrical inspections and enforce all electrical 
regulations of this code. He shall assign supervising electrical inspectors and 
electrical inspectors to the various division offices of the department and to the 
bureau of housing inspection and compliance board as needed. 

The assistant chief electrical inspector, supervising electrical inspectors and 
electrical inspectors shall be efficient electricians who shall have at least five 
years practical experience in the installation of electrical work. 

The bureau of electrical inspection shall process and issue all electrical 
permits and shall make all electrical inspections required for the approval of 
licenses according to law. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-19. The bureau of building inspection shall be in charge of the chief 
building inspector, who with the assistance of the assistant chief building in¬ 
spector, supervising building inspectors, and building inspectors provided by the 
city council, shall make all building inspections, annual building inspections, 
revolving door inspections, inspections of canopies and marquees, inspections 
of gas holders and any other inspections required by law. The bureau of building 
inspection shall enforce all of the building regulations of this code. The bureau 
shall assign supervising building inspectors and building inspectors to the vari¬ 
ous division offices of the department, to the bureau of housing inspection and 
to the compliance board as needed. 
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,T he , asslstant chief building inspector, supervising building inspectors and 
building inspectors shall be efficient building mechanics with at least five years 
practical experience in building construction. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-20. The bureau of plumbing inspection shall be in charge of the chief 
plumbing inspector, who under the direction of the chief plumbing inspector, and 
with the assistance of supervising plumbing inspectors and plumbing inspectors 
provided by the city council, shall make all plumbing and tank inspections as 
required by law, and shall enforce all of the plumbing regulations of this code 
pertaining to plumbing and tank installations on private property He shall 
assign supervising plumbing inspectors and plumbing inspectors to the various 
division offices of the department, to the bureau of housing inspection and to 
the compliance board as needed. He shall assign plumbing plan examiners to the 
bureau of plan examination. 

The assistant chief plumbing inspector, supervising plumbing inspectors 
and plumbing inspectors shall be efficient plumbers with at least five years 
5™gtwd ex Perience in the installation of plumbing work. [Passed. Coun. J. 
±Z~ZZ-DZ t p. 3813.J 

13-21. Under the direction of the commissioner of buildings, the chief 
elevator inspector shall be in charge of the elevator inspection bureau. 

Under the supervision of the chief elevator inspector, the assistant chief 
elevator inspectors, elevator engineers and other elevator inspectors provided 
by the city council, shall make all elevator, escalator, dumbwaiter, elevators of 
special character, and mechanical amusement riding device inspections as de¬ 
fined m chapter 79; all proscenium fire curtain inspections as defined in chapter 
54, as required by law. 

The bureau of elevator inspection shall enforce all elevator, escalator, dumb¬ 
waiter, elevators of special character, amusement riding device and proscenium 
fire curtain regulations of this code. 

Permits for the above installations shall be issued in the bureau of elevator 
inspection by the elevator engineers of the bureau of elevator inspection, under 
the direction of the chief elevator inspector. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52 d 3813- 
amend. 7-26-55, p. 882; 5-28-58, p. 7794.] ’ 

13-22. The bureau of heating, ventilation and industrial sanitation shall be 
in charge of the ventilation inspector in charge, who with the assistance of 
ventilating engineers in charge and ventilation engineers and ventilation in¬ 
spectors provided by the city council, shall make all ventilating and air condi¬ 
tioning, industrial sanitation and warm air furnace inspections required by this 
code. The bureau of heating, ventilation and industrial sanitation shall enforce 
all of the regulations of this code pertaining to the above installations The bu¬ 
reau shall assign ventilation inspectors to the compliance board as needed and 
shall assign ventilation inspectors or engineers to the bureau of plan examination. 

The ventilation engineers in charge shall be mechanical engineers or efficient 
sheet metal workers with at least five years practical experience in the installa¬ 
tion of air conditioning or ventilating systems. Ventilation inspectors shall be 
efficient sheet metal workers who shall have five years practical experience in 
the installation of air conditioning or ventilating systems. Sheet metal furnace 
inspectors shall be efficient sheet metal workers who shall have at least five 
years practical experience in the installation of warm air furnace heatine sys¬ 
tems. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-23. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813; repealed. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 

13-24. The bureau of housing inspection shall consist of two divisions as 
described in sections 13-25 and 13-26, each headed by an assistant chief sanitary 
inspector, who under the direction of the chief sanitary inspector, and with the 
assistance of the supervising sanitary inspectors shall have charge of all housing 
and survey inspections. The bureau of housing inspection shall enforce all 
housing regulations of this code. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 
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13-25. The survey inspection section shall be headed by an assistant chief 
sanitary inspector who under the direction of the chief sanitary inspector and 
with the assistance of supervising survey inspectors, shall be in charge of all of 
the housing survey activities of the bureau. Personnel for survey inspection 
work shall consist of survey inspectors provided by the city council and other 
inspectors assigned from the bureau of building, plumbing and electrical in¬ 
spection. Neighborhood compliance activities shall be conducted by supervising 
survey inspectors and inspectors as needed. 

Assistant chief sanitary inspectors, supervising survey inspectors and sur¬ 
vey inspectors shall have at least five years practical experience as a sanitarian 
or in building maintenance and shall have had experience in public relations 
and administration. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

13-26. The housing complaint section shall be headed by an assistant chief 
sanitary inspector, who under the direction of the chief sanitary inspector and 
with the assistance of supervising housing inspectors and housing inspectors 
provided by the city council shall make all housing complaint inspections re¬ 
quired by this code. 

Housing inspectors shall have at least five years experience as a sanitarian 
or in building maintenance. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 

Compliance and Enforcement Services 

13-27. The bureau of compliance shall be headed by the chief of compli¬ 
ance. All law case processing shall be in charge of the chief of compliance. 

In all violations referred to the bureau of compliance, if such violation or 
violations have not been corrected within thirty days from date of first inspec¬ 
tion showing such violation or violations to have existed, the bureau of compli¬ 
ance shall forward a request for prosecution to the corporation counsel; pro¬ 
vided, however, that if within said thirty days the person subject to prosecution 
shall have presented to the bureau of compliance an executed contract for the 
completion of the work necessary to correct such violation or violations and 
shall have obtained all permits required by this code, the bureau of compliance 
may withhold request for prosecution for a period not to exceed forty-five days 
from first appearance date before the compliance board. 

Compliance hearings shall be in charge of the assistant chief of compliance, 
who shall hold compliance hearings as necessary. The compliance hearings shall 
be staffed by department of building personnel as needed. [Passed. Coun. J. 
12-22-52, p. 3813; amend. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 

13-28. Every employee in the department of buildings shall devote all of 
his efforts to such employment, and shall not be engaged in any other business 
or vocation. [Passed. Coun. J. 12-22-52, p. 3813.] 


•NOTE. 

The following list shows all amendments to former Chapter 13 prior to 12-22-52 

13-1. 

1-27-41, p 

. 4051; 1-8-45, p. 2818; 1-9-46, p. 4741; 1-16-46, p. 4936. 

13 - 3 . 1 . 

10-28-49, p. 4950. 

13 - 4 . 

10-28-49, i 

). 4950. 

13 - 7 . 1 . 

1-27-41, p. 

4051. 

13 - 7 . 2 . 

1-8-45, p. 

2818; 4-30-45, p. 3443. 

13 - 7 . 3 . 

1-8-45, p. 

2818; 4-30-45, p. 3443. 

13 - 7 . 4 . 

1-9-46, p. 

4741; 12-22-47, p. 1590. 

13 - 7 . 5 . 

1-9-46, p. 

4741. 

13 - 7 . 6 . 

1-9-46, p. 

4741. 

13 - 22 . 

10-1-42, p. 

, 7576; 1-31-45, p. 2981. 

13 - 23 . 

10-1-42, p 

. 7575. 


t 
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Building Board of Review 

20-6.1. There is hereby created a building board of review consisting of a 
representative of the department of buildings, a representative of the fire depart¬ 
ment, a member of the council committee on buildings and zoning, a licensed 
architect or a licensed structural engineer, and a recognized fire prevention engi¬ 
neer. The members of such board shall be appointed by the mayor by and with 
the consent of the city council. The members of the board shall be appointed 
for a term of two years and until their successors are appointed and qualified. 
Ex officio members shall receive no additional compensation but may be reim¬ 
bursed for their reasonable expenses. The other members shall receive not to 
exceed twenty-five dollars per day for each day necessarily spent in the hearing 
and consideration of applications for variations. [Added. Coun. J. 7-16-47, p. 


20-6.2. Any person required to alter an existing hotel building to meet the 
requirements of the building provisions of this code, applicable to existing hotel 
buildings, who claims that such alteration is impractical and cannot be made in 
strict compliance with the ordinance without undue hardship, may, if such claim 
is verified by the commissioner of buildings, apply to the building board of review 
for a variation from such requirements. He shall file with his application, plans 
and specifications of the building, showing an alternative method of alteration, 
and deposit with the board the sum of one hundred dollars out of which the cost 
of the review shall be defrayed, the balance to be returned to the applicant. If 
the board finds that the proposed method is practical and reasonably meets the 
purposes for which the ordinance is enacted, it may make a finding of fact and 
recommend to the city council the granting of such variation. Any person 
aggrieved by the finding of the board may file a petition for a writ of certiorari 
within thirty days after the filing of the decision in the office of the board. 
[Added. Coun. J. 7-16-47, p. 701.] 
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39-1. 

39-2. 

39-3. 

39-4. 

39-5. 

39-6. 

39-7. 


* CHAPTER 39 

ENFORCEMENT OF BUILDING. ELECTRICAL AND FIRE 

REGULATIONS 

and of Standards of Living and Working Conditions 
c„ nn „ of chanter 39-8. Remedies cumulative 

fSS£ . 

ss 3 ft 2 $s*r , ‘ sa sssswsa-= 

Injunction to secure compliance in S s 

Stop order 39-13. Separability 

39-1. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to chapters 39 to 92 
inclusive and to chapter 96 of this code, comprising the building, electrical 
and fire regulations and minimum standards of living and working conditions 
of this code In interpreting and applying said provisions of this code such 
nrovisions shall in every instance be held to be the minimum requirements 
adopted for the protection and promotion of the public health, safety and welfare. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.] . f 

39-2. Unless otherwise specifically provided, the owner, his agent or 
the purpose of managing, controlling or collecting rents and any other pt 2 - 
son managing or controlling a building or premises, in any part of which 
there is a violation of the provisions of this code enumerated in section 
39-l of this chapter, shall be liable for any violation therein, existing or occur¬ 
ring or which may have existed or occurred, at or during any time when such 
person is or was the person owning or managing, controlling, or acting as agen 
Fn regard to said buddings or premises. Wherever used in said provisions of 
this code the “owner” shall include any person entitled under any agreement 
to the control or direction of the management or disposition of the 1 buildmg 
or premises or of any "part of the building or premises where the violation 1 

qUCS ThF liabilities hereunder imposed on an owner shall attach to a trustee 
under a land trust, holding title to such building, structure or premises without 
the right of possession, management or control, unless said “ fJ”" 

ceeding under said provisions of this code discloses in a verified pleading or 
in an affidavit filed with the court, the name and last known address of each 
person who was a beneficiary of the trust at the time of the alleged violation 
Fnd of each person, if any, who was then acting as agent for the Purpose of 
managing, controlling or collecting rents, as the same may appear on the records 
of the trust. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.] 

39-3. Any violation of, or resistance to or interference with the enf<Drcement 
of, any of the provisions of this code enumerated in section 39-1 of this chapter 
to which no other penalty provision is applicable shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than five dollars and not more than two hundred dollars, and each day 
such violation shall continue shall constitute a separate and distinct offense for 
which a fine as herein provided shall be imposed. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 
7829 ] 

39-4. Any person who causes any construction, repairs or alterations 
to be made in or for any building, structure, or any part thereof, without 
first obtaining the permit or permits required therefor by any of the pro¬ 
visions of this code; or fails to post such permit as provided in section 43-1 of 
this code * or causes any construction, repair or alterations to be made in or for 
any building, structure or any part thereof, contrary to the drawings or plans 
as approved by the appropriate departments or agencies of the city in issumg 
such permit or permits under this code; or causes any building, structure, or 
equipment thereof to be maintained or operated without, or contrary to, the cer¬ 
tificate or certificates required therefor by any of the provisions of this code, 
shall be fined not less than ten dollars and not more than two hundred dollars 
for each day that such construction, repair or alteration, or such maintenance 
or operation shall have existed, without a permit or certificate fully authorizing 
such construction, repair or alteration, or such maintenance or operation. [Passed. 
Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829; amend. 10-5-55, p. 1148.] 

* For amendments to former Chapter 39 see Note at end of this Chapter 
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fAmfrof" A u V ^ rch * tec . t > structural engineer, contractor or builder, individual or 
f«h£? an te ’K ^- haS deslgned l cons tructed, repaired, altered, removed or demol- 
lshed any building or any part or equipment thereof in violation of or in a manner 
con l°™ Wltb tbe Provisions of this code enumerated in section 39-1 
°f this chapter shall each be fined not less than twenty-five dollars and not 
. than two hundred dollars for each and every violation of any of the said 
provisions existing in such design, construction, repair, alteration 7 removal or 
demolition. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.] ^ “ IttUon - rem ovai or 

- ., 39 ' 6 * * f . the appropriate official charged with the administration of any 
of the provisions of the code enumerated in section 39-1 of this chapter shall 
determine, upon due investigation, that any building or structure in the city 
- t? the ? dl ? i . mum standards of health and safety as set forth 
m the said provisions of this code, and the owner or owners of such build¬ 
ing or structure shall fail, after due notice, to cause such property to con¬ 
form with said provisions of this code, said official may, in addition to any 
other remedies, penalties or means of enforcement request the department 
? a Yf t° make application on behalf of the city to any court of competent 
C S ^° n f f 0r an in J™ ctlon requiring compliance with said provisions of 
nr ntf f ° r suc £ oth er order as the court may deem necessary or appro¬ 

priate to secure such compliance. The department of law may then institute 

6^30-54^ O p. e 7829 g ] ° n ° f the City ’ 3S provided b y law - [Passed. Coun. J. 

39-7. If any construction, alteration, installation or razing is done in 
or on any building, structure or premise, or any part thereof which con- 
v^w, tl0n f fi teratl j n ’ in ?taJlation or razing is in violation of any of the pro- 
visions of this code or is being done, or has been done, without the permit or 
permits required therefor by any of the provisions of this code, or is being done 
or has been done, contrary to the drawings or plans as approved under anv of 
the said provisions by the appropriate departments or a|lncies of the S in 
issuing such permit or permits, or if any building, structure mechanical installs 
I 1 ™.?' equipment thereof is maintained or operated witSoutTr- Sar4 to the 
C , ertl u CateS j rec l uire d therefor by any of the provisions of this code 
offic J a !?. cbar f ed respectively with the administration of any of the said 
provisions of this code are hereby empowered and required forthwith to issue 
a 3 £ op °. r< ? er ’ dir ectmg such construction, alteration, installation or razing or 
such maintenance or operation to cease immediately. If there is thereafteif anv 
reason to believe that further work on such construction alteration iMtallatlnn 
13 be jf g done, or has been done, or that such mkinK 

ssspsiTUSS: p or 7? 2 i.r linoing of such 

39-8. The provisions of this code for any penalty or other method of 
enforcement shall not have the effect of limiting or impairing the scope opera¬ 
tion or effectiveness of each or any other penalty or other method of enforce¬ 
ment available under law for the prevention, restriction, correction or abatement 
of or penalty for violations of the provisions of this code eSeratedt^Son 
39-1 of this chapter. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.] section 

nf t??' 9 ;r^L n aPPr i >P ^ ate °? cials charged with the administration of any 
of the provisions of this code enumerated in section 39-1 of this chanter 
or any of them and their respective assistants, shall have the right 4 to 
enter any building, or premises, and any and all parts thereof at anv r.o 
sonable time, and at any time when occupied by the public in order to examine 
such buildings or premises to judge of the condition of the same aST 
discharge their respective duties, and it shall be unlawful for anv wrsm 

p nt 7829J Wlth them m the performance of th eir duties. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54° 

^ pon , a report to the mayor by the commissioner of buildings 
president of the board of health, the fire commissioner or the commissioner 
o police, or any other appropriate official that any business for which a 
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license is required by any provision of this code is b . e ^ '^f^nuleTatedTn 
icpc Wherein anv requirement of the provisions of this code enumeratea in 

section 39-1 of this chapter, or any proper order J lv h en th b / m ^ r ma y SI 
in regard thereto, has been violated, or not complied with, ^ e h “ a 7 L L sed 
the license of any such business and cause such business to be closed. IPassed. 

Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.] 

39-11. The commissioner of buildings, the president of the board of health, 

the fire commissioner, and the commissioner of police, °^ r a n 7 d °tv to ordTr 
shall have the power, and it shall be their joint and several duty, to. order 
anv building or premises closed, or any structure or equipment thereof re¬ 
moved or its operation stopped, where it is discovered that there ™ apter 

of any of the provisions of this code enumerated in section o9-l of this chapter 
which imperils life, safety or health, and to keep same closed removed or shut 
down until such provisions are complied with. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 78 .] 

oq.i 2 Tf anv building shall be found in a dangerous and unsafe condition or 
uncompfrted and ^abandoned, the commissions of bnildlngs or tte to smmm- 
Qinnpr qha.ll notify in writing the owner or owners thereof, directing saia owner or 
owners to put such building in a safe condition or to demolish it. Where, upon dih- 
S£arch the^entity or Whereabouts of the owner or owners of any such build- 
CSSKS asCrtatoablc, such notice shall bn m. ed 

in whose name such real estate wsfs last assessed. If, after 30 days subsequent 
tn the eivin°- of such notice, said owner or owners fail to put such building in a 
offior^to demolish it, the commissioner of buildings or fire commis- 
air»npr mav notify the department of law and recommend initiation of proceedings 
“this'’Son, and «»n receipt of such uotiftation and geom- 
mendation the corporation counsel is hereby authorized to apply to the Circuit 
Court of Cook County for an order authorizing the city to demolish, repair or 
enclose or to cause the demolition, repair or enclosure of said building. 

The cost of such demolition, repair or enclosure shall be recoverable from 
the owner or owners of such real estate, and shall be a lien thereon as provide 
bv law provided that within 60 days after said cost and expense is. 

Se chy, P or the person performing the service by authority_of the city, shall 
file notice of lien as provided by law. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7829.J 

39-13. If any provision of this chapter, or the application of any pro¬ 
vision hereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalid y 
of toat pm^sion o/application shall not affect any of the other provisions 
of this chapter or the application of that provision to persons or circumstance 
other than those as to which it is held invalid. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 78 9.J 


Note: The following sections of former Chapter 39 were amended prior to its 
repeal on 6-30-54 (Coun. J. p. 7829): 


39-1.1. 

1-20-50, 

p.5760. 

39-4.1. 

7-16-47, 

p.701. 

39-6. 

1-31-45, 

p.2981. 

39-7. 

10-1-42, 

p.7575. 

39-8. 

6-11-47, 

p.308. 


r 
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CHAPTER 40 

FRONTAGE CONSENTS 


40- 1 . Interpretation of terms 

40- 2. Filing of consents 

40- 3. Filing of plat 

40- 4. Protest of property owners 

40- 5. Specific uses 

40- 6. Stores in residential districts 

40- 7. Public places of amusement 

40- 8. Tanks for flammable liquids 

40- 9. Garages 

40-10. Licensed homes 

40-11. Hospitals 

40-12. Ice and cooling plants 


40-13. Motor vehicle repair shops 
40-14. Motor vehicle salesrooms 
40-15. Reformatories and sheltering 
institutions 
40-16. Sheds 

40-17. Storage of shavings, sawdust, 
and excelsior 
40-18. Stables and barns 
40-19. Billboards 
40-20. Grandstands 
40-21. Temporary seating structures 


sholi 4 hI 1 UhS^ er provision is made in this code that frontage consents 
shall be obtained for the construction, alteration, or enlargement of anv build- 

P'S 4 ! the r rd " block "’ - W **8 not 1 bVbtM&ZS. 
a square, but shall be held to embrace only that part of a street bounding the 

^f U fH Fe W ^ 1< ? 1 * les k. e tween the two nearest intersecting streets, one on either side 

enlarged 01 unleL W it 1 sh *U°h b “L ldin ? or stru cture is to be constructed, altered, or 
enlarged, unless it shall be otherwise specifically provided. 

In determining whether the buildings on both sides of the street are used 
exclusively for residence purposes, any building fronting upon another street and 
located upon a corner lot shall not be considered. 

B y corner lot” is meant a lot situated at the junction of two streets or of 
h/wq thfrt P ubli c alley at least sixteen feet wide; provided, that if such alley 
be less than sixteen feet wide, and the lot be estimated on a line sixteen feet from 

norfwp 0 ? 1 ^ t ] ie a L le ,y- such lot may be considered a corner lot. Any 

S Lfi 016 Wldt ] 1 ? f such lot stance more than fifty feet from such junction 
shall not be regarded as part of a comer lot, but shall be subject to the nro- 
visions of this code respecting other than corner lots. Where, incomer loathe 

2 the r °Sth e o/the°fot lne |) 1 al the } esser street fr °ntage shall be token 

“ j . of t he i°t- Street frontage alone, and not alley frontage shall be 
considered in determining such lesser frontage. B ’ De 

, .. ,f 0 ' 2 - Whenever frontage consents are required for the construction of a 
buildmg or for any occupation for which a building is about to be constructed or 
altered, under any section of this code, such frontage consents shall be presented 
to the commissioner of buildings before the issuance of a permit for the erection 
or alteration of a buildmg for such purposes, unless otherwise expressly provided. 

, No peraait shall be issued for the construction or remodeling of any 

dln f> m an > r block in which the use of buildings is restricted or regulated by 
the provisions of this code if such building is designed to be used for conducting 
l^ 3111683 ° r 3tore > "nfbout first requiring the applicant for such permit 

property" * h °' ri " s 0,6 us « to *" 

40-4. In all cases where an application for a permit is made for the con¬ 
struction of a new building m any square in which a majority of the buildings 
are used exclusively for residence purposes, or in a square on the opposite Sde 
of the street from such square so used for residential purposes, if there shall be 
filed with the commissioner of buildings a protest signed by not less than ten 

SU< I h sq . ua r e , so u3 ® d for residential purposes, or in case 
the, ownership of the frontage is m less than twenty persons then if signed bv a 
ma JO n ty of the owners accordmg to frontage, the commissioner of buildings shall 
withhold the issuance of the permit until the city council shall have ordered a 
pubhc heanng similar to that required in an act of the general assembly entitled 
An Act to confer certain additional powers upon city councils in cities and 
presidents and boards of trustees in villages and incorporated towns concert 
buildings and stouctures, the intensity of use of lot areas, the classification of trades 5 

* truc J ,, » B witfa respect to location and regulations, the 
creation of districts of different classes, and the establishment of regulations and 
^« C ^°tw a a ^ Pll « able ^reto,- in force June 28,1921, as amended. For the pur¬ 
poses of this section a square shall be understood to be a plot of ground contain- 
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ing city lots surrounded by public ways, railway rights of way, natural boun¬ 
daries, or public places. 

40-5. No person shall locate or construct on any lot fronting on any street 
or alley in any block in which one-half of the buildings on both sides of the street 
are used exclusively for residence purposes, or within fifty feet of any such 
any building, structure or place used for the following purposes, without the 
written consent of a majority of the property owners according to frontage on 


both sides of such street or alley. „ , . „ 

A gas reservoir, manufacture of gas, stock, yards, slaughter house, packing 
house, smoke house or place where fish or meats are smoked or cured, soap fac¬ 
tory, glue factory, size or gelatine factory, renderies, fertilizer factory, tannery, 
storing or scraping of raw hides or skins, lime kiln, cement or plaster of pans 
factory, oil cloth or linoleum factory, factory for the manufacture of rubber from 
the crude material, saw mill or planing mill, wood working establishment, starch 
factory, glucose or dextrine factory, textile factory, laundry run by machinery, 
factory combined with a foundry, iron or steel works, brass or copper works, 
sheet metal works, blacksmithing or horseshoeing shop, boiler making, foundry, 
smelter, metal refinery, machine shop, stone or monument works run by ma- 
chinery, asphalt manufacture or refining, paint or varnish factory, oil or turpen¬ 
tine factory, printing ink factory, tar distillation or manufacture, tar roofing, tar 
paper or tarred fabric factory, ammonia, chlorine, or bleaching powder factory, 
celluloid factory, place for the distillation of wood or bones, lamp black factory, 
sulphurous acid, sulphuric acid, nitric or hydrochloric acid manufacture, factories 
or other manufacturing establisments using machinery or emitting offensive or 
noxious fumes, odors or noises, storage warehouses, storing or baling of junk or 
scrap paper or rags, shoddy manufacture or wool scouring, second hand store or 
yard, medical dispensary, or incineration or reduction of garbage, offal, dead 
animals or refuse. 

40-6. No person shall construct or convert a building for the business of 
selling meats, poultry, fish, butter, cheese, lard, vegetables or any other provisions 
located in any block in which all the buildings are used exclusively for residence 
purposes, without first securing the written consent of three-fourths of the prop¬ 
erty owners according to frontage on both sides of the street in the block in 
which the building to be constructed or converted is located. 

40-7. No person shall locate or construct any building or structure designed 
or intended to be used, or use any building, structure or lot for a public place of 
amusement, as defined in chapter 104.1 of this code, on any street in any block 
in which two-thirds of the buildings on both sides of the street are used exclu¬ 
sively for residence purposes, without the written consent of a majority of the 
property owners according to frontage on both sides of the street in such block. 

No person shall locate or construct any building or structure designed or 
intended to be used, or use any building, structure or lot for a public place of 
amusement of the character hereinafter described in any square in which two- 
thirds of the buildings on both sides of the streets surrounding the square are 
used exclusively for residence purposes, without the written consent of a major¬ 
ity of the property owners according to frontage on each side of any street 
surrounding such square: cabaret, bowling alley, skating rink, swimming pool, 
amusement park, basketball, baseball, football, hockey, tenms, track or field 
games and races on animals or vehicles. 

40-8. No person shall install any tank for the storage or sale of any of 
the liquids included in the definition of flammable liquids in section 60-2 in any 
lot or plot of ground without first obtaining the written consents of property 
owners representing the majority of the total frontage in feet of any lot or plot 
of ground lying wholly or in part within lines one hundred and fifty feet distant 
from and parallel to the boundaries of the lot or plot of ground upon which said 
tank is to be installed; provided, however, that for the purpose of this section 
only the frontage of any such lot or plot of ground or that part of the frontage 
of any part of such lot or plot of ground as comes within the one hundred and 
fifty foot limit herein prescribed shall be considered. , . . . . . „ , . 

Whenever the lot or plot of ground in which such tank is to be installed is 
in any shape other than a rectangle the one hundred and fifty foot limiting line 
aforementioned shall not exceed in distance one hundred and fifty feet from any 
point in the boundaries of such lot or plot of ground. 

All petitions containing such consents of property owners shall be based on 
and contain the legal description of the property affected. 
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boJtaS“rf^hlS to “V* ° r 'i 10 * ot 8™“” d «*« of the 

aSSS-rSSSS'lffiSl 

sSSaSKSS s sSF “-«= SK 

. . Montage consents shall not be required for the installation of a font 
teunng any of the liquids mentioned in section ^2 whS Si 

manufacturing business therein conducted; prodded however thft where 
outage consents shall be required in accordance with this section. 6 

te“H b £¥ eSS ”4^” a ™ °^“bT h!» street* „r^ m wS? 
* * 6 f \^ e 4 ° f * tor chicles, is within one hundred and sixty feet of anv Dortion 
and ™ e “ock of the entrance ofTsfrret Sw“y 

street °* °” “ d Sbl,y feet ° f ^ 

. . shall be unlawful to locate or construct any garage within two hundred 

Sld oTth 'SW as a ? d for a hospital - cUch g orTubHc 5°pS^S 
above named? gr0Unds thereof ’ in an y P° rtl °n of the city outside of the territory 

Nor shall any person locate or construct anv public e’arap’p in tVua nifir 

stitute^ one^al^or 0 more'of C fViiil?^ house ?’ a P artm ent houses, and hotels^on- 
stitute one-half or more of the buildings on both sides of the <?trppf in fV»o 

or within one hundred feet on any such street in any such block, without the writ- 

«fdeQ°nf S t?. 1 °t a “ a J° nt y °£ the property owners according to frontage on both 
s des of the street; provided, that all lots which abut only on a public allev or 

hSds S It 1 sh b a e n C noth er ^ d ES 5 r ? nting . on the street to which such P alley or court 
leads. It shall not be deemed inconsistent with the character r»f © 

dwelling house, apartment house, or hotel under this section that a b Dart^he!w 
total ^oora.r^^greater n than P the < ^5orarea S used1fm• business^^sed forresWence 

upon sa? 

block in Whic?two-Third^o/thf^^^“ro^tfal^bSh ridw If the Street 
or streets on or along which the proposed home may face are devoted exclusively 
to residence purposes, unless the owners of a majority of the frontage in such 
block and the owners of a majority of the frontage on the opposite side or sides 
of the street or streets on or along which said building faces, consent in writing 
to the construction of any such home in such block. Such written consents of the 
majority of said property owners shall be filed with the board of health before a 
permit shall be granted for the constructing of any such home 

No such home shall hereafter be located on a lot or plot of ground the 
*frest lot line of which is within 200 feet of the nearest boundary^? any lot 
or plot of ground used for a school. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p.8380.] V * 

40-li. No person shall construct a hospital, as defined in section 137-1 in 
any block m which two-thirds of the buildings fronting on both sides of thp 
or streets on or along which the proposed hospital may face are devoted eSu- 
sively to residence purposes, unless the owners of a majority of the frontage in 
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such block and the owners of a majority of the frontage on the opposite side 
or sides of the street or streets on or along which said building faces consent in 
writing to the construction of any such hospital in such block. Such written 
consents of the majority of said property owners shall be filed with the board of 
health before a permit shall be granted for the building or construction of any 
such hospital. 

40-12. No person shall locate or construct any ice-making house or cooling 
plant, or any building used for the storage of ice, in any block in which two-thirds 
of the buildings fronting on both sides of the street on which the proposed plant 
shall be located are devoted exclusively to residence purposes, unless the owners 
of the majority of the frontage in said block on both sides of the street on which 
said plant is located shall consent in writing to the location or construction of 
such plant in such block. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
section shall be fined not less than five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars 
for each offense, and a separate offense shall be regarded as having been com¬ 
mitted for each day during which such violation shall continue. 

40-13. No person shall locate or construct any automobile repair shop with¬ 
in two hundred feet of any building used as and for a hospital, church, or public 
or parochial school or the grounds thereof. 

Nor shall any person locate or construct any automobile repair shop in the 
city on any lot in any block in which two-thirds of the buildings on both sides of 
the street are used exclusively for residence purposes, or within one hundred 
feet of any such street in any such block, without the written consent of a ma¬ 
jority of the property owners according to frontage on both sides of the street; 
provided, that all lots which abut only on a public alley or court shall be con¬ 
sidered as fronting on the street to which such alley or court leads. 

40-14. No person shall locate or construct any automobile salesroom within 
two hundred feet of any building used as and for a hospital, church, or public or 
parochial school or the grounds thereof. 

Nor shall any person locate or construct any automobile salesroom in the 
city on any lot in any block in which two-thirds of the buildings on both sides 
of the street are used exclusively for residence purposes, or within one hundred 
feet of any such street in any such block, without the written consent of a ma¬ 
jority of the property owners according to frontage on both sides of the street; 
provided, that all lots which abut only on a public alley or court shall be con¬ 
sidered as fronting on the street to which such alley or court leads. 

The provisions of this section shall apply only where the premises are of 
such a nature that automobiles, autocars or any similar self-propelled vehicles 
are or may be admitted thereto. 

40-15. No person shall construct any reformatory, rescue or sheltering 
institution in any block or square in which one-half of the buildings on both 
sides of the street or streets on which the proposed reformatory, rescue or 
sheltering institution or the grounds thereof may face are used exclusively for 
residence purposes, without the written consent of a majority of the property 
owners, according to frontage on both sides of the streets bounding such square. 

40-16. No open shelter sheds to be used for the icing of cars or for the 
storage or handling of coal, brick, stone, cement, salt or other such commodities 
shall be built upon any lot or parcel of ground fronting upon any street within 
two hundred feet of any building used exclusively for residence purposes, unless 
the consent of the owners of the majority of the frontage on both sides of such 
street between the two nearest intersecting cross streets shall first have been 
obtained by the person desiring to erect and maintain such shed. 

40-17. No person shall construct any building designed or intended to be 
used for the purpose of storing shavings, sawdust or excelsior therein within the 
city in any block in which one-half of the buildings fronting on both sides of the 
street on which the proposed building shall be located are devoted exclusively to 
residence purposes unless the owners of the majority of the frontage in such 
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block on both sides of the street on which said building is located shall consent 
in writing to the construction of said building in such place. 

40-18. No person shall construct any boarding, sales or private stable or 
barn for the stabling or keeping of horses on the front two-thirds of any lot on 
any street where one-half of the buildings on both sides of the street between 
the next nearest intersecting streets are used exclusively for residence purposes, 
without the written consent of a majority of the property owners according to 
frontage on both sides of the street. 

No person shall construct any building or structure for the stabling or keep¬ 
ing of ten or more horses within a distance of four hundred feet from any school, 
church, hospital, public park or public playground. 

40-19. No person shall erect or construct any billboard or signboard in any 
block on any public street in which one-half of the buildings on both sides of the 
street are used exclusively for residence purposes without first obtaining the con¬ 
sent in writing of the owners or duly authorized agents of said owners owning a 
majority of the frontage of the property on both sides of the street in the block 
in which such billboard or signboard is to be erected or constructed. Such 
written consents shall be filed with the commissioner of buildings before a permit 
shall be issued for the erection or construction of such billboard or signboard. 

40-20. Every person desiring a permit for the construction of a grand¬ 
stand, except in connection with such as are now in existence, shall first obtain 
the consent in writing of the owners of a majority of the frontage on both sides 
of the street or streets on each side of the block or square in which it is desired 
to erect such grandstand. 

40-21. An applicant for a permit to erect temporary seating structures for 
shows and outdoor exhibitions and the observation of holidays and special oc¬ 
casions shall secure the written consent of a majority of the property owners, or 
their duly authorized agents, on both sides of the street on which said temporary 
seating structure is to be located, in the block between the two nearest intersect¬ 
ing streets before said permit shall be issued. 
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* CHAPTER 41 

ADMINISTRATION OF ZONING, BUILDING AND HOUSING 

PROVISIONS 


41- 

1 . 

Powers and duties 

41- 

2. 

Personal liability 

41- 

3. 

Rules 

41- 

4. 

Precedence of chapter provisions 

41- 

5. 

Decisions of commissioner 

41- 

6. 

Investigation of complaints 


41- 7. Compliance and enforcement 

41- 8. Open excavations 

41- 9. Dangerous buildings—posting 

41-10. Removal of notice 

41-1 i. Warrants for collection 


41-1. The commissioner of buildings shall institute such measures and pre¬ 
scribe such rules and regulations for the control and guidance of his subordinate 
officers and employees as shall secure the careful inspection of all zoning uses and 
all buildings, structures and mechanical installations for which a permit is re¬ 
quired, while in the process of construction, erection, repair, demolition, or 
removal and the strict enforcement of the several provisions of this code, relat¬ 
ing to existing buildings and premises. 


It shall be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to administer and en¬ 
force the provisions of this code that relate to zoning uses of property and to the 
erection, construction, alteration, repair, demolition, or removal and safety of 
buildings and structures and their related mechanical installations, and the use 
of buildings and premises with the exception of those provisions which by their 
terms are to be under the direct and immediate supervision of the board of 
health or of the bureau of fire prevention, or of such other departments, or 
officers of the city designated by such code provisions. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, 
p. 7832.] 


41-2. In all cases where any action is taken by the commissioner of 
buildings to enforce the provisions of this code, whether such action is taken 
in pursuance of the express provisions of a particular section or in a case 
where discretionary power is given by this code to the commissioner of 
buildings, such acts shall be done in the name of and on behalf of the city, 
and the said commissioner of buildings in so acting for the city shall not render 
himself liable personally, and he is hereby relieved from all personal liability from 
any damage that may accrue to persons or property as a result of any such act 
committed in good faith in the discharge of his duties, and any suit brought 
against said commissioner of buildings by reason thereof shall be defended by 
the corporation counsel until the final termination of the proceedings therein. 
The commissioner of buildings shall be saved harmless from all costs or fees 
arising from such legal action. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 

41-3. The commissioner of buildings may adopt rules not inconsistent 
with the building, plumbing and ventilation provisions of this code with 
reference to materials and workmanship in construction, repair, equipment or 
maintenance of buildings, structures or premises except when the administration 
of any chapter or section is specifically placed in another official or department. 
Said rules shall be published and shall be kept always on file in the office of the 
commissioner of buildings and copies of all such rules shall be transmitted to 
the city council at the first regular meeting held after the adoption of same. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 


41-4. In case of any conflict between the provisions of the various chapters 
administered or enforced by the commissioner of buildings, the stricter provision 
shall govern. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 

41-5. Whenever the commissioner of buildings shall refuse to approve an 
application for a permit or a license because of a violation of the zoning provisions 
of this code, the said commissioner shall issue upon request a written refusal to 
approve such application. Upon receipt of such a refusal, the said applicant may 
*NOTE: Former Chapter 41 (Building Standards and Tests) repealed 
6-30-54, Coun. J. p. 7832. 
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file an application for an appeal from the decision of the said commissioner as 
provided by law. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 

41-6. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to cause an 
investigation to be made of all complaints made to the department which come 
within its jurisdiction. A record of such investigation shall be kept on file to¬ 
gether with the reports and findings signed by the inspector or inspectors. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 

41-7. When such investigation or investigations, whether upon complaint 
or otherwise, shall disclose violation or violations of zoning provisions or of 
chapters 39 to 92, inclusive, or chapters 96 and 99 of this code do, in fact, exist 
and are likely to endanger life and safety in cases of fire, panic, or other acci¬ 
dent or endanger or impair the health of any occupants of any building, struc¬ 
ture or place covered by the regulations of this Code, the commissioner of 
buildings shall give notice in writing to the owner, occupant, lessee or person 
in possession, charge or control of such building, structure, premises or place 
to make such changes, alterations or repairs, or to perform such work, or to 
take such action as the provisions of the code, or the safety or health of any 
person, in or about such building, structure, premises or place, may require 
within such time as shall be designated by the commissioner of buildings, which 
shall in no event exceed fifteen days after the service of such notice. 

In case the changes, alterations, repairs or requirements ordered by the 
notice of the commissioner of buildings are not made or performed to the satis¬ 
faction of the commissioner of buildings within the time specified in said notice, 
he shall make returns of such violations of this code, or of any default of such 
notice, to the corporation counsel for prosecution. 

The records of such investigations, including inspections of said building, 
structure, premises and contents thereof, shall be preserved as public records 
and shall be admitted in the trial of said cause as prima facie evidence as to 
the contents thereof. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832; amend. 5-28-58 p 
7795.] 

41-8. Whenever an open excavation exists which constitutes a danger 
to the public by reason of its depth or proximity to public ways or walks, 
the commissioner of buildings shall have power to order in writing the owner 
to fill such open excavation with solid dry fill only, or to fence such open 
excavation adequately, setting forth in said order a period of thirty days for 
compliance therewith. Any owner who fails to comply with said order shall be 
fined not less than ten dollars and not more than two hundred dollars for each 
day said order is not complied with after the expiration of the thirty days speci¬ 
fied therein. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 

41-9. Whenever a building or structure or part thereof shall have been dam¬ 
aged by fire, deterioration or other cause, or shows clear evidence of structural 
failures and where it constitutes an actual and imminent danger to the public, the 
commissioner of buildings shall have the power to order said building, structure 
or part thereof vacated and closed and to order any licensed and bonded wrecking 
contractor forthwith to remove said building or structure or part thereof. When 
the commissioner of buildings has ordered a building, structure or part thereof 
vacated and closed as provided in the first paragraph of this section or if the pro¬ 
visions of notice to the owner or owners as provided in section 39-12 of this code 
have been complied with, the commissioner of buildings may post or cause to be 
posted in a conspicuous place near each entrance to the building or structure in 
letters not less than two inches high, a notice substantially as follows: 

“This Building Is In Dangerous Condition And Its Use Or Occupancy Has 
Been Prohibited By The Commissioner Of Buildings’* 

Whenever any building, structure or part thereof shall have been vacated 
and shall have been posted with a sign as hereinbefore specified, it shall be 
unlawful for any person or persons to enter such building except for the express 
purpose of wrecking or removing or repairing same as directed by said notice. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 
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41-10. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, cover or obliterate 
any notice or notices lawfully posted by the commissioner of buildings, without 
the written permission of the commissioner of buildings. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30- 
54, p. 7832.] 

41-11. Whenever any work such as wrecking, razing, tearing down, shor¬ 
ing or underpinning, cleaning up, filling, barricading or fencing shall have 
been done at city expense either by direct order of the commissioner of buildings 
or under a contract negotiated by the department of purchases, contracts and 
supplies, the commissioner shall cause a warrant for collection to be issued to 
the owner of record. No permits shall be issued for any work for which a permit 
is required nor shall any license be approved for any such premises for which 
any such charge shall remain unpaid. [Passed. Coun. J. 6-30-54, p. 7832.] 
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CHAPTER 42 


REGISTRATION FOR BUILDING WORK 


42-1. Registration required 
42-2. Excavating work 
42-3. Masonry work 
42-4. Warm air furnace work 


42-5. Liability for building violations 
42-6. Reinstatement 
42-7. Waiver of fees 
42-8. Penalty 


42-1. Every person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of con¬ 
structing, altering, repairing, removing, or demolishing the whole or any part of 
buildings or structures, or the appurtenances thereto in the city, shall, before 
undertaking the erection, enlargement, alteration, repair, removal or demolition 
of any building or structure, for which permits are required by this code, register 
the name and address of such person, firm or corporation in a book kept by the 
commissioner of buildings and used for this purpose. In the case of a firm or 
corporation the names of each individual comprising the firm and the names of 
each officer of a corporation shall be so registered. No permit shall be granted for 
the erection, enlargement, alteration, repair, removal, or demolition of any build¬ 
ing or structure unless the name and address of the person that is about to under¬ 
take such work is contained in the registration book kept for that purpose. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 11-29-49, p. 5095.] 

42-2. When application is made for a permit for excavating work only, the 
provisions of section 42-1 shall not apply to any person licensed as an excavator. 

42-3. When application is made for a permit, and the work of construction 
involves masonry construction only, the provisions of section 42-1 shall not apply 
to any person licensed as a mason contractor or employing mason. Where the 
work of construction, for which a permit is sought, involves construction other 
than masonry construction, any mason contractor or employing mason, licensed 
as aforesaid, engaged in or undertaking the work of such construction other than 
masonry construction, must register his name, and comply with the requirements 
of this chapter before a permit for such work is issued. 

42-4. No person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of constructing, 
altering, repairing, removing or demolishing buildings or structures as provided 
in this chapter, shall advertise in a newspaper or otherwise that they are so 
engaged, without first having been registered as provided herein. Any such ad¬ 
vertisement shall state that the advertiser is a registered contractor as provided 
by law. [Repealed. Coun. J. 4-2-41, p. 4549; new section. 11-29-49, p. 5095.] 

42-5. If any person registered as provided by this chapter, shall fail in the 
execution of any work for which a permit was issued, to comply with the provi¬ 
sions of this code relative to the erection, enlargement, alteration, repair, removal, 
or demolition of any building, or part thereof, either the commissioner of build¬ 
ings or the president of the board of health may bring suit and prosecute such 
person for such failure or violation, and in case of conviction, his name shall be 
stricken from the said registration book and shall not be re-entered or reinstated 
during such time as any violation exists or any judgment remains unsatisfied with 
regard to said conviction. 

42-6. Any person that shall have been convicted under the preceding sec¬ 
tion and shall have had his name stricken from such registration book may have 
such name re-entered therein on filing with the commissiioner of buildings a cer¬ 
tificate signed by the corporation counsel, the commissiioner of buildings and the 
president of the board of health to the effect that all violations of ordinances with 
reference to which conviction was secured have been corrected or are non-existent 
and that all claims and judgments arising from such convictions have been paid. 

42-7. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-29-49, p. 5095.] 
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42-8. Any person violating, or resisting or opposing the enforcement of any 
of the provisions of this chapter, where no other penalty is provided, shall be 
fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars for 
each offense. Each day such violation shall continue shall constitute a separate 
and distinct offense; and any builder or contractor who shall construct any build¬ 
ing in violation of the provisions of this chapter, and any architect who shah 
design, draw plans for, or have supervision of such building, or who shall permit 
it to be constructed, shall be liable for the penalties imposed by this section. 
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CHAPTER 43 

BUILDING PERMITS 


Permit fees 


Permit requirements 
43- 1. Permit required—posting 
43- 2. Exceptions 
43- 3. Application 
43- 4. Approval of plans 
43- 5. Indemnity bond 
43- 6. Use of water 
43- 7. Issuance 
43- 8. Driveways 
43- 9. Time limits 
43-10. Construction contrary to per¬ 
mit 

43-11. Construction without permit 
43-12. Obstruction of streets 
43-13. Canopies 
43-14. Boilers 

43-15. Elevator construction or 
alteration 
43-16. Fences 
43-17. Moving buildings 
43-18. Tanks for flammable liquids 
43-19. Wrecking 
43-20. Wrecking bond 
43-21. Wrecking by government 
authorities 

Permit Requirements 


43-22. Warm air furnaces 
43-23. Amusement devices 
43-24. Revocation 


43-25. 

43-26. 

43-27. 

43-28. 

43.29. 

43-30. 

43-31. 

43-32. 

43-33. 

43-34. 

43-35. 

43-36. 

43-37. 


Payment to city collector 

New sheds 

New buildings 

Alterations 

Wrecking 

Other building permit fees 
Billboards, signs, and 
signboards 

Illuminated or other roof 
signs 

Floor load placards 
Plumbing 

Furnaces and other fuel 
burning apparatus 
Boilers and pressure vessels 
Mechanical refrigeration 


Violation of chapter provisions 
43-38. Penalty 


43-1. It shall be unlawful to proceed with the erection, enlargement, altera¬ 
tion, repair, removal, or demolition of any building, structure, or structural part 
thereof within the city unless a permit therefor shall have first been obtained 
from the commissioner of buildings. Such permit shall be posted in a conspicuous 
place upon the exterior of the premises for which it is issued, and shall remain 
so posted at all times until the work is completed and approved. [ Amend. Coun. 
J. 10-5-55, p. 1148.] 

43-2. A permit shall not be required for any minor repairs, as may be neces¬ 
sary to maintain existing parts of buildings, but such work or operations shall 
not involve the replacement or repair of any structural load-bearing members, 
nor reduce the means of exit, affect the light or ventilation, room size require¬ 
ments, sanitary or fire-resistive requirements, use of materials not permitted by 
the building provisions of this code, nor increase the height, area, or capacity of 
the building. 

43-3. Applications for building permits shall be in such form as shall be 
prescribed by the commissioner of buildings. lEvery such application for a permit 
shall be accompanied by a copy of every recorded easement on the lot on which 
the building is to be erected, and on the immediately adjoining lots, showing the 
use or benefit resulting from such easement. All such applications shall be 
accompanied by drawings, plans, and specifications in conformity with the provi¬ 
sions of this chapter. Where alterations or repairs in buildings are made neces¬ 
sary by reason of damage by fire, that fact shall be stated in the application for 
a permit. In such cases, before a permit shall issue, the commissioner of build¬ 
ings shall cause a thorough inspection to be made of the damaged premises with 
the view of testing the structural integrity of the damaged parts. No permit 
shall be issued by the commissioner of buildings for the construction, erection, 
addition to or alteration of any building or structure unless the applicant therefor 
shall furnish to the said commissioner a certificate or other written evidence of 
the proper federal officer or agency that the proposed construction is not pro¬ 
hibited by any order, rule or directive of an agency of the United States govern- 

.I Am ^ nd * ? oun - X 4 - 15 ' 42 » P- 6862; 11-5-42, p. 7712; 9-18-45, p. 3922; 
11-26-46, p. 6579.] 

43-4. All drawings and plans for the construction, erection, addition to, or 
alterations of any building or other structure, for which a permit is required 
shall first be presented to the commissioner of buildings for examination and 
approval as to proper use of b uildin g and premises and as to compliance in 
all other respects with the Chicago zoning ordinance and shall thereafter be 





Municipal Code of Chicago 


23 

presented to the board of health, the department of smoke inspection, fire 
department, department of water and sewers, department of streets and sani¬ 
tation, department of boiler inspection, and department of public works for 
submission to the proper official oi these departments and bureaus for his exami¬ 
nation and approval with regard to such provisions of this code, as are within 
the duty of such office to enforce, and after said drawings and plans have been 
examined and passed upon, the same shall be returned to the commissioner of 
buildings where they shall be taken up for examination and approval by the com¬ 
missioner of buildings. 

In every new building and in every existing building undergoing extensive 
remodeling where a new electric service or a new electric distribution center is 
to be installed, ample space shall be provided within the main walls of the build¬ 
ing for the electric service equipment, metering equipment, distribution cabinets, 
cutout cabinets, transformers and other equipment necessary for an electric 
installation and ample working space around the said equipment. This space 
shall be readily accessible to every tenant of said building who has electric 
equipment for light, heat or power which is supplied through the above mentioned 
equipment. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-26-55, p. 882; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

43-5. Before any building permit is issued, the applicant shall produce evi¬ 
dence that he has filed with, and had approved by, the commissioner of public 
works, an indemnifying bond protecting the city against any and all damages 
that may arise to the public ways upon which such building abuts, and to the 
city, and to any person, in consequence or by reason of, the proposed operations 
to be authorized by such permit, or by reason of any obstruction or occupation of 
any public ways in and about such building operations. 

43-6. Before the commissioner of buildings issues a permit, as provided in 
this chapter, the applicant shall pay in advance for the water to be used in 
the work under such permit in accordance with the provisions of section 185-27 
of this code. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-13-45, p. 3143.] 

43-7. At the proper time, notice shall be given by the commissioner of build¬ 
ings to the applicant that his plans have been examined and are ready to be 
returned to him, and if such plans have been approved as submitted to the various 
departments and bureaus as aforesaid, the commissioner of buildings shall, 
according to the building provisions of this code, issue a permit for the construc¬ 
tion, erection, repair, or alteration of such building or structure; and shall file 
such application, and shall apply to such plans a final official stamp, stating that 
the drawings to which the same has been applied comply with the building pro¬ 
visions of this code. The plans so stamped shall then be returned to such 
applicant. 

43-8. No permit shall issue for the construction, erection, repair, or altera¬ 
tion of any building or structure designed or intended for use as a garage or any 
other business, the operation of which will require a driveway across a public 
sidewalk, until the applicant therefor has first obtained from the commissioner 
of streets and sanitation a permit for driveway or driveways as prescribed by 
sections 33-14 to 33-22 inclusive. [Amend. Coun. J. 6-16-54, p. 7730.] 

43-8.1. No permit shall issue for the construction, erection, repair or altera¬ 
tion of any building or structure if in one or more walls abutting a public way 
windows or other openings are placed below the level of such public way, the 
lighting or ventilation of which will require the use of subsidewalk space, until 
the applicant therefor has first obtained specific authority for such use as pro¬ 
vided in section 34-1. [Added. Coun. J. 7-14-43, p. 442.] 

43-9. If, after a building or other required permit shall have been granted, 
the operations called for by such permit shall not be begun within six months 
after the date thereof, such permit shall be void and no operations thereunder 
shall be begun or completed until an extended permit shall be taken out by the 
owner or his agent, and a fee of twenty-five per cent of the original cost of permit 
shall be charged for such extended permit; provided, however, that in no case 
shall a permit be issued or renewed for a fee less than two dollars. An extended 
permit shall be valid for six months following the date of expiration of the orig¬ 
inal permit and must be applied for within ten days after the expiration of the 
original permit. Two extensions only shall be granted and if work is not begun 
within eighteen months after the date of issuance of the original permit, all rights 
under the permit shall thereupon terminate by limitation. Where, under authority 
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of a permit, or extended permit, work has begun and has been abandoned for a 
continuous or cumulative period of twelve months, all rights under such permit 
shall thereupon terminate by limitation. 

43-10. It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, architect, structural engi¬ 
neer, contractor, or builder engaged in erecting, altering, or repairing any build¬ 
ing to make any departure from the drawings or plans, as approved by the com¬ 
missioner of buildings, of a nature which involves any violation of the provisions 
of this code on which the permit has been issued. Any such departure from the 
approved drawings and plans involving a violation of requirements, shall operate 
to annul the permit which has been issued for such work and shall render the 
same void. 

Where any work done under a permit authorizing erection, alteration, or 
repair of a building or structure, is being done contrary to the approved draw¬ 
ings and plans, the commissioner of buildings or the president of the board of 
health shall have power to stop such work at once and to order all persons 
engaged thereon to stop and desist therefrom, which work shall not be resumed 
until satisfactory assurance has been given to the commissioner of buildings or 
the president of the board of health, as the case may be, that it will be according 
to the approved drawings and plans. Nothing in this paragraph shall be con¬ 
strued to prevent minor changes in arrangement or decoration which do not affect 
the requirements of any provisions of this code. 

43-11. No person shall begin any work for which a building permit is 
required or any work of excavation in preparation therefor until the permit has 
been obtained. If any person violates this section the commission of build¬ 
ings shall order the work stopped at once and enforce that order in addition 
to the penalty for the violation. [Amend. Coun. J. 10-1-42, p. 7558.] 

43-12. Permits for the obstruction of streets shall be issued by the com¬ 
missioner of streets and sanitation; and before any permit shall be granted to any 
person, for the obstruction of any street or sidewalk, an estimate of the cost of 
restoring said street and sidewalk, to a condition equally as good as before it was 
obstructed with a fair additional margin for contingent damages, shall be made by 
the commissioner of streets and sanitation. Such estimate shall in no case be less 
than two dollars per foot, or fractional part thereof, for the frontage of the por¬ 
tion or the street to be obstructed, and a deposit shall be required of the person 
desiring to obstruct such street or sidewalk. Such deposit, less the charge of 
nve dollars per month for each twenty-five feet of frontage used, shall be returned 
upon the restoration of the said street and sidewalk to a condition equally as 
good as before it was obstructed. 

When the commissioner of streets and sanitation shall receive satisfactory 
proof that said street and sidewalk have been restored to a condition equally as 
good as before it was obstructed, he shall issue a certificate to the comptroller 
certifying to said fact, and the comptroller shall thereupon forthwith issue a 
wh!^ih n -t Iv. th ? Clt y treasurer for the amount of money thus deposited for costs 
which it,the city, may suffer or be put to, or which may be recovered from it by 
+ th l ls ? uance ° f such permit, or by reason of any act or thing done or 
neglected to be done under or by virtue of the authority given in such permit and 
thp L 6 r r T^ S of , t . he P rov isions of this code. Any permit issued pursuant to 
° f thl f section may be revoked for cause by the commissioner of streets 
and sanitation at any time. [Amend. Coun. J. 6-16-54, p. 7730. | 

unlawful for any person to erect or construct any canopy 
attached to a building or structure under any provision of this code or any special 
ordinance, any part of which canopy shall project over a public way or public 
r^° Ut flrSt submitting the plans of such canopy, and also of the part 
of the building or other structure to which it is to be attached, to the commis- 
sioner of buildings for his approval. No permit shall be issued by the department 

b lC ^ WOrk t S c n u e ®?,. the plans of such canopy shall have been approved by 
the department of buildings and a permit to attach said canopy to the building 
rom which it is intended to project shall have been obtained from the commis¬ 
sioner of buildings. No canopy that has been or may hereafter be authorized by 
any provision of this code or any special ordinance shall at any time be inclosed 
by canvas or other cloth or material in whole or in part so as to obstruct free 
passage underneath same, or so as to obstruct or reduce any required exit width. 
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43-13.1. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or construct any plat¬ 
form in excess of twenty-four inches in height for temporary use in any public 
assembly unit, open air assembly unit, or any public place of assembly, to be used 
for speakers, displays, orchestras, entertainers, or spectators, unless the plans 
for such platform have been submitted to and approved by the department of 
buildings and a permit for such use is issued by the commissioner of buildings. 
The construction of such platform shall conform to the requirements of chapter 
61 of this code. No such permit shall be issued for a term longer than fifteen 
days and no such temporary platform shall be permitted to remain in use in 
excess of fifteen days without a reinspection thereof having been made by the 
department of buildings and a new permit issued therefor. [Added. Coun. J. 
3-30-44, p. 1665; amend. 12-30-49, p. 5579.] 

43-14. The size, number, and location of power or heating boilers to be 
installed in any building shall be marked on the plans, and, except in single 
dwellings, shall be approved by the department for the inspection of steam boilers, 
unfired pressure vessels and cooling plants, and by the department of smoke 
inspection and abatement, before a permit is issued by the department of build¬ 
ings for the erection of such building. 

43-15. Before proceeding with the construction, installation, or alteration 
of any elevator or mechanical equipment used for the raising or lowering of any 
curtain, stage, or orchestra floor, platform lift, dumbwaiter, escalator, or 
mechanical amusement device or apparatus, application for a permit for such 
construction, installation, or alteration shall be submitted to the commissioner of 
buildings either by the owner or agent of the building, or of the premises on 
which such equipment is to be installed. A permit shall be obtained for any 
alteration in such elevator equipment except that this requirement shall not apply 
to the replacement of existing parts with other parts which are identical with 
those which are replaced. 

The application for a permit shall specify the number and kind of equip¬ 
ment which it is desired to install, or the nature of the alteration to be made 
and the location of the building, structure, or premises, and shall be accompanied 
by such drawings and specifications as shall be necessary to inform said com¬ 
missioner of the plan of construction, type of elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, 
platform lift, or mechanical amusement device, method of alteration, and the 
location thereof. Every application for a permit for a mechanical amusement 
device shall also be accompanied by a detailed drawing and description of the 
construction proposed, with a certificate signed by an architect or engineer certify¬ 
ing to the strength and safety of such device. If such drawings and specifications 
show that the equipment is to be installed or altered in conformity with the 
building provisions of this code, the commissioner of buildings shall approve the 
same and shall issue a permit to such applicant upon the payment by such appli¬ 
cant of the permit fee hereinafter named. It shall be unlawful for any owner, 
agent, or contractor to permit or allow the installation or alteration of any such 
equipment until a permit has been obtained, and the permit fee paid. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 7-26-55, p. 882.] 

43-16. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or construct any fence 
more than five feet in height within the city limits without first obtaining a permit 
from the commissioner of buildings. 

43-17. No person shall be permitted to move any building which has been 
damaged to an extent greater than fifty per cent of its value by fire, decay, or 
otherwise; nor shall it be permissible to move any frame building of such char¬ 
acter as is prohibited to be constructed within the fire limits to any point within 
the fire limits; nor shall it be permissible to move any building to a location 
at which the uses for which such building is designed are prohibited by this code. 
Permits for the moving of frame buildings, other than those the moving of 
which is herein prohibited, shall be granted upon the payment of a fee of ten 
cents for each one thousand cubic feet of volume, or fractional part thereof of 
such building, and upon securing and filing the written consent of two-thirds of 
the property owners according to frontage on both sides of the street in the 
block in which such building is to be moved. No permit shall be issued to move 
any building used or designed to be used for purposes for which frontage con- 
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sents are required until frontage consents in the block to which such building is 
to be moved have also been secured and filed as required by the provisions of 
this code relating to such use. 

No building used for residence or multiple dwelling purposes shall be moved 
from one lot to another or from one location to another upon the same lot unles s 
toe space to be occupied on such lot shall comply with the provisions of chapter 
52 of this code. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-9-46, p. 4742; 12-30-49, p. 5579.] 

43-18. Any person desiring to install a tank for the storage of any flammable 
liquids, as provided in chapter 60 of this code, shall first obtain a permit from the 
commissioner of buildings; provided, however, that no permit shall be required for 
an aggregate capacity of tanks of one hundred twenty gallons or less for class 
1 and class U liquids, nor for an aggregate capacity of tanks of five hundred fifty 
gallons or less for class m and class IV liquids. The application for the permit 
shall be made by the owner or his agent as required by this chapter. Before 
issuing such permit the commissioner of buildings shall first cause to be inspected 
the location or site where such tank is to be installed, and if the site is satisfac¬ 
tory, such permit shall be issued upon the payment of fees hereinafter provided, 
buch permit shall not be assigned nor shall any right or privilege thereunder be 
Sidings ° r aSSlgned except by the written consent of the commissioner of 

, Eve f ^ y a PP lication for. a Permit for any such tank shall be in writing, stating 
“Si! 1 Z ltl ° n ’ the s P ace desired to be used, the length, breadth, and depth, together 
™* b tbe , measarem ® n ! ; m feet from the surface of the ground to the top of such 
tank, and shall contain the plans and specifications for the construction of said 

nV,an’t^Ro 0rl f tt t - 10nS j fit t 1 T ngS ’ 0P en *n£ s > and safety appliances, all as required by 
ihA?ntLn°oH f thlS c . od ?-. No ® uch tank or equipment shall be covered or used until 
^ i j “ ate J ial - and workmanship have been finally inspected, approved 
and certified by the department of buildings. w ’ 

* ^° t , h J ing * n fk'. 3 section shall be construed as requiring any owner or occuDant 
v,i bU1 f ln M ( ° r bl * agent -. t ? obtain a permit for the use, nor to prohibit the P use 
by him of oils, paints, varnishes or similar flammable mixtures unless the storaee 
is to be maintained longer than thirty days, or the aggregate quantities are fn 
excess of one hundred twenty gallons for class I or class II liquids, or in excess 

12-30-49 hU p d 5579 fi ] fty ga ° nS f ° r daSS m or class W liquids. [Amend. Coun. J. 

• Before proceeding with the wrecking or tearing down of anv build- 

g or other structure, a permit for such wrecking or tearing down shall first 
5 e “, by the owner or his agent from the commissionershidings, mid 
it shall be unlawful to proceed with the wrecking or tearing down of anv build¬ 
ing or structure or any structural part of such building or structure unless 

h^ C mnHl r h , v t th ha 1 firSt ha 7. e been obtain ed. Application for such permit shall 
tbe ° wner> or his agent, to the commissioner of buildings who shall 

SB for P UP ° n SUCh aPpHcati0n and the Payment of the fef herefn pro 

Every application shall state the location and describe the building whi.h 

b u fidC P m° a S v d h t0 Wre f ° r tear down - Upon the issuance of said permft sucE 
nndpr k be wrecked or torn down, provided that all the workdone there¬ 
to c,nch h r 1 in«nna>.i >;|eCt *°- ^ su P ervision of the commissioner of buildnigs and 
to such reasonable restrictions as he mav iirmose in reo-orri * an * 

P%. & a 2ES 

b '" ,d, ” eS ' C »“»- J. 73$ 

or «■« * “.ding 

of wrecking the same ahall file with the city ’clerk*. bond S to°Ee 
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approved by the city comptroller to indemnify, keep and save harmless the city 
against any loss, cost, damage, expense, judgment, or liability of any kind what¬ 
soever which the city may suffer, or which may accrue against, be charged to or 
be recovered from said city, or any of its officials from or by reason or on account 
of accidents to persons or property during any such wrecking operations, and 
from or by reason or on account of anything done under or by virtue of any 
permit granted for any such wrecking operations. 

Such bond in each case shall extend to and cover all such wrecking opera¬ 
tions carried on through permits obtained thereunder by such person during any 
year beginning January first and ending December thirty-first, and no permit 
shall be issued for any wrecking work, except as hereinbefore otherwise provided 
during such year until such bond is filed. Said bond shall be in the penal sum of 
twenty thousand dollars for all wrecking operations on such buildings and other 
structures not more than three stories in height, and there shall be an additional 
bond filed in the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars or a bond in the penal sum 
of forty thousand dollars shall be filed in the first instance in case of wrecking 
operations on buildings and other structures four or more stories in height, 
and there shall be an additional bond filed in the penal sum of five hundred 
dollars, conditioned upon the restoring and leveling of the premises upon which 
such wrecking operations have been completed. 

Upon the filing of such bond or bonds, the person engaged in the work of 
wrecking such buildings and other structures may obtain permits for such 
wrecking operations as are authorized under the said bond or bonds as herein¬ 
above provided for, during the year in which the same is or are filed; provided, 
however, that in case of accident or casualty in the prqgress of any wrecking 
operations carried on under any permit so issued, or the happening of any cir¬ 
cumstance which might, in the opinion of the commissioner of buildings, render 
such bond or bonds inadequate, the said commissioner may, in his discretion, 
require such additional bond as he may deem necessary to fully protect the city 
from loss resulting from the issuance of such permits before he allows the work 
to proceed or before any additional permits are issued by him. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 6-26-45, p. 3730.] 

43-21. The administrator of public works of the United States or such other 
authority as may be created by acts of Congress with power to co-operate with 
the city in the making of public improvements, the department of public works, 
the department of streets and electricity, and the fire department may engage 
in the work of wrecking of buildings and structures, and in such cases where 
any of these agencies make application for a permit to wreck buildings or struc¬ 
tures, the commissioner of buildings shall issue such permit without the fee 
provided herein and shall not require the filing of a bond with sureties as provided 
heretofore in section 43-20. 

43-22. It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, replace or install 
any warm air heating furnace, with appurtenances, ducts, or registers, without 
first obtaining a permit from the commissioner of buildings for such work, as 
provided by this chapter. 

43-23. Before any mechanical amusement device, roller coaster, scenic rail¬ 
way, water chute, or other mechanical riding, sailing, sliding, or swinging device 
is erected, either in existing or new amusement parks, or places or sites where 
such devices are operated under carnival, fair, or similar auspices, a detailed plan 
shall be submitted to the commissioner of buildings for his approval or rejection, 
and if approved, a permit shall be procured by the person desiring to erect such 
device. 

43-24. If the work in, upon, or about any building or structure shall be con¬ 
ducted in violation of any of the building provisions of this code, it shall be the 
duty of the commissioner of buildings to revoke the permit for the building or 
wrecking operations in connection with which such violation shall have taken 
place. It shall be unlawful, after the revocation of such permit, to proceed with 
such building or wrecking operations unless such permit shall first have been 
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reinstated or re-issued by the commissioner of buildings. Before a permit so 
revoked may be lawfully re-issued or reinstated, the entire building and building 
site shall first be put into condition corresponding with the requirements in the 
building provisions of this code, and any work or material applied to the same 
in violation of any of the provisions shall be first removed from such building, 
and all material not in compliance with the building provisions of this code shall 
be removed from the premises. 


Permit Fees 

43-25. Fees for the issuance of permits for new buildings, alterations, and 
other structures and other permits shall be payable to the city collector when 
such permits are issued, as required by this chapter. 


43-26. Permit fees shall be charged as follows: 

(a) Single car garage, two car garage, sheds and shelter sheds: 


For each 1,000 cubic feet of volume or fractional part.$ 3.00 

Minimum charge . 7 5 q 


(b) New buildings or other structures, except those included in (a): 


For each 1,000 cubic feet of volume or fractional part.90 

Minimum charge . 15.00 


Volume computations under (a) and (b) shall include every part 
of the building from the basement to the highest point of the 
roof and include bay windows and other projections. 


(c) Alterations and repairs to any structures: 

For the first $1,000 of estimated cost. 6.00 

For each additional $1,000 of estimated cost. 2.25 

Minimum charge . 15.00 

(d) Shoring, raising, underpinning or moving any building: 

For each 1,000 cubic feet of volume or fractional part.30 

Minimum charge . 15 00 


(e) Wrecking any building or other structure more than one-storv in 
height: 

For each 25 lineal feet of frontage or fractional part. 

Minimum charge . 

(f) Fire escape, erection or alterations: 


Four stories or less in height. 
Each story above four. 


15.00 

2.00 


(g) Canopy or marquee, erection or alteration. 

(h) Chimneys, isolated or over 50 feet above any roof. 

(i) Tanks, above roof or tower: 

400-gallon capacity or less. 

Over 400-gallon capacity . 

Structural supports for tank over 400-gallon capacity. 


15.00 

15.00 


10.00 

20.00 

20.00 


(j) Elevators and escalators power-operated, five floors or less in height, 

installed or altered. ' 15 00 

Each additional floor above five. 3 qq 

Hand operated ...” . 10 ’ 50 

Platform lift . 10 50 

Theater curtains . . 37 50 

Stage or orchestra platforms. 25 qq 
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Dumbwaiters—power-operated—five floors or less in height, installed 

or altered .$15.00 

Each additional floor above five. 3.00 

Hand operated—five floors or less in height. 10.00 

Each additional floor above five. 2.00 

Temporary Construction Towers over 50 feet in height. 15.00 

(k) Amusement devices, mechanical riding, sliding, sailing or swinging: 

Portable—For each assembly or installation. 10.00 

Permanent—Installed or altered . 82.50 

Temporary seating stands. 55.00 

(l) Ventilating systems—mechanical, supply or exhaust: 

Capacity—3,000 cubic feet of air per minute. 8.25 

For each additional 1,000 cubic feet per minute... 2.25 

Increase in capacity, each 1,000 cubic feet p*er minute. 2.25 

Capacity shall be the sum of supply and exhaust 

Warm air furnaces, each. 10.00 

(m) Fences over 5 feet high, 100 lineal feet. 7.50 

Each additional 100 lineal feet or part thereof. 2.25 

(n) Tanks for flammable liquids (each): 

Classes I and II: 

Capacity 121 to 500 gallons .. 1 *2 

Each additional 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof.50 

Classes III and IV: 

Capacity 121 to 550 gallons. 5*22 

Capacity 551 to 1,000 gallons. 1 on 

Each additional 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof.dO 

(o) Temporary platforms for public assembly units. 16.50 

(p) Roof of any building, recoating or recovering. 5.00 

(q) Billboards and signboards, erection, construction, or alteration: 

Up to 150 square feet . 

151 to 225 square feet. 

226 to 375 square feet.; \ - .* * * * * *.in 22 

For each additional 375 square feet or fractional part thereof.10.00 

provided, however, that where such signboard or billboard does not exceed 

sixty-five square feet in area and is attached to the surface of a permanent 

building in accordance with the provisions of that part of chapter 61 dealing 
with billboards and signboards, and is designed to give publicity to the business 
carried on within such building, such as the name and address of owner and 
the nature of business, but in no event to advertise any article manufactured 
by any other person, and no part of said sign is more than eighteen feet a hpve 
the average inside grade at the front of the building, no fees for erection shaU 
be charged, but not more than one sign of sixty-five square feet shall be allowed 
for each twenty-five lineal feet of frontage, unless the fees for erection are paid 
as herein provided; and provided further, that where such signboard or bill¬ 
board does not exceed twenty square feet in area and is attached to the surface 
of a permanent building in accordance with the aforesaid provisions of chapter 
61 and is designed to give publicity to some article sold on the premises, and 
no part of said sign is more than eighteen feet above the average inside grade 
at the front of the building, no fees for the erection shall be charged; and pro¬ 
vided also, that where such signboard or billboard does not exceed twenty-four 
square feet in area, when attached to the front, sides, or rear walls of any 
building, so that the flat surface of the same is against the building, or when 
erected on the ground, if not erected nearer than ten feet to any building, struc¬ 
ture other signboard or public sidewalk, which is used to advertise the sale 
or lease of the property upon which it shall be erected, no fees for erection shall 
be charged. 

[Repealed—new section passed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 119 1; amend- 11-30-53, 
p. 6100; 12-22-53, p. 6490 ; 7-26-55, p. 882 ; 5-28-58, p. 7794 ; 5-28-58, p. 7796.] 

43-27. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191.] 
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43-28. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191.] 

43-29. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191.] 

repea“ 0 il.lM7% d :i C l O 9 U l”i J ' 3 ' 5 ' 41 ' P ' 439?: 3 ' 30 ' 44 ' p ' 1665; 2 ' 27 ' 45 ’ »• 3076 


43-31. [Repealed. Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

43-32. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-13-45, p. 3143; repealed. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 


, Fee ® for the a PP r o val of floor load placards required by chapter 68 

shall be charged as follows: ten dollars for each ten thousand square feet of 
floor area or less; for more than ten thousand square feet of floor area and not 
to exceed fifty thousand square feet of floor area, fifteen dollars; for each 
additional fifty thousand square feet of floor area in excess of the first fifty 
thousand square feet of floor area, fifteen dollars additional; and for issuing new 
placards m place of lost placards, the fee shall be: for ten thousand square feet 
or less, five dollars; for more than ten thousand square feet, ten dollars For 
the purpose of determining the amount of the fee herein required to be* paid 
every part of a structure separated by dividing walls as required by chapter 51 

i g® con ~ d ™ e -, d as a se P arate building. [Amend. Coun. J. 12-30-49, p. 5579* 
11-30-53, p. 6100.] 1 


43 " 34, * A fee of ^ teen dollars shall be paid to the city collector for the 
approval of plans, and inspection, and test, of any plumbing within any building 
containing not more than five plumbing fixtures. An additional fee of two dollars 
a nd twenty-five cents sh a11 be paid for every plumbing fixture in excess of five 
within such building. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191; 11-30-53 p 6100 ] 


43-35. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 


43-36. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

43-37. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

Violation of Chapter Provisions 

43-38. [Amend. Coun. J. 6-11-47, p. 308; repealed 6-30-54, p. 7829.] 
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CHAPTER 44 


BUILDING CERTIFICATES 


44-1. Certificates required 
44-2. Capacity of public buildings 
44-3. Amusements 
44-4. Multiple dwelling occupancy 


44-5. Multiple dwelling advance 
occupancy 

44-6. Multiple dwelling shafts and 
partitions 

44-7. Multiple dwelling violations 
44-8. Penalty 


44-1. Certificates of occupancy and other certificates shall be required as 
provided in this chapter, except as otherwise required by chapter 46 for certifi¬ 
cates of compliance. 

44-2. The commissioner of buildings shall determine the number of persons 
which every building or room used for public purposes may accommodate 
according to the provisions of chapter 48 of this code, and shall certify the same 
to the bureau of fire prevention and the city clerk. No more than the number 
so certified shall be allowed in such room at any one time, in any building used 
for a hospital, business unit, theater, open air assembly unit, public assembly 
unit, church, or school. [Amend. Coun. J. 12-30-49, p. 5579.] 


44-3. No license shall be issued to any person to produce, operate, or offer 
for gain or profit any theatricals, shows or amusements until the commissioner 
of buildings, the board of health, the fire commissioner, and the commissioner 
of streets and electricity shall have certified in writing that the room or place 
where it is proposed to produce, operate, or offer such theatricals, shows, or 
amusements complies in every respect with the provisions of this code relating 
to their respective departments. 


44-4. No multiple dwelling hereafter erected, shall be occupied in whole or in 
part for human habitation until the issuance by the commissioner of buildings 
of a certificate that the said building conforms to the general, special and struc¬ 
tural requirements in the building provisions of this code applicable to new 
multiple dwellings. Within five days from date of application for any such certi¬ 
ficate, a certificate of occupancy shall be issued or the official concerned shall 
state in writing his reasons for his refusal to issue said certificate. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 


44-5. The certificate above referred to may be issued in the case of a new 
building comprising more than three apartments so as to allow the occupancy 
of any completed section of the building extending from the basement to the 
roof in advance of the completion of the other portions of the building, when 
such portion is completely cut off from other parts of the building by a standard 
fire separation and all provisions for exits required by the building provisions 
of this code have been complied with. 


44-6. [Repealed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 


44-7. If a multiple dwelling hereafter erected is occupied as a place of 
habitation in any of its parts in violation of this chapter, it shall forthwith be 
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subject to notice from the commissioner of buildings, and shall be vacated UDon 

Sto ; 1 .r t a| ? to be °“"P led «° »nfom SSh K 

retired to tSSpter ' "° r “ nt “ after the ° f the 

*?• Any P. erson violating, or resisting or opposing the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this chapter, where no other penalty is provided, shnij 
fnr n0 ff less th r^ n twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars 
for each offense. Each day such violation shall continue shall constitute a 
®® pa j" a te and distinct offense; and any builder or contractor who shall construct 
nh^ii^!) 1 lding m violation of the provisions of this chapter, and any architect who 
shall design, draw plans for, or have supervision of such building, or who shall 
permit it to be constructed, shall be liable for the penalties provided by this 
section. ^ 


- 
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45- 4. Approval of preliminary plans 
45- 5. Approval of working drawings 
45- 6. Encroachment on public domain 
45- 7. Foundations below datum 
45- 8. Harbor structures 


45- 1. General requirements 

45- 2. Architect's or engineer's seal 

45- 3. Architect's or engineer's 


certification 


45- 9. Filing of drawings and plans 
45-10. Plans at construction site 
45-11. Alterations upon stamped plans 
45-12. Filing of plat 
45-13. Fire escape stairway 
45-14. Tanks for flammable liquids 
45-15. Warm air furnaces 
45-16. Penalty 


45-1. All plans and drawings for buildings or for structures other than 
buildings shall be presented to the commissioner of buildings for his approval, 
and each set of plans presented, shall be approved by the commissioner of 
buildings before a permit will be granted. All such plans and drawings shall 
be drawn to a scale of not less than one-eighth of an inch to the foot, on paper 
or cloth, in ink, or by some process that will not fade or obliterate. All distances 
and dimensions shall be accurately figured, and drawings made explicit and 
complete, showing the lot lines and the entire sewerage and drain pipes and 
the location of all plumbing fixtures within such building or structure. 

45-2. No plans shall be approved for permit unless such plans are signed 
and sealed either by an architect licensed to practice architecture, as provided 
by the Illinois Architectural Act , or by a structural engineer licensed to practice 
structural engineering, as provided by the Illinois Structural Engineering Act, or 
by a registered professional engineer licensed to practice professional engineering 
as provided by The Illinois Professional Engineering Act, provided, however, that 
the person who signs and seals such plans shall be permitted to do so within the 
limitations of the particular act under which he is licensed to practice, and pro¬ 
vided further, that plans for installations which involve the design of or changes 
in the supporting structure or which materially affect the structural loadings 
must be signed and sealed by an architect or structural engineer duly licensed as 
aforesaid. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-22-49, p. 4609.] 

45-3. It shall be unlawful for any architect or structural engineer or pro¬ 
fessional engineer or other person permitted under the laws of the state to make 
drawings and plans, to prepare or submit to the commissioner of buildings, for 
his approval, any final drawings or plans for any building or structure, which do 
not comply with the requirements in the building provisions of this code. It shall 
be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to require that all drawings and 
plans submitted to him for approval, for any building or structure, shall be ac¬ 
companied by a certificate of such architect or structural engineer or professional 
engineer preparing such drawings and plans, that said drawings and plans comply 
with the requirements in the building provisions of this code. [Amend. Coun. J. 
7-22-49, p. 4609.] 

45-4. The commissioner of buildings may in his discretion, issue a permit 
for the construction of a building or structure, or part thereof, upon the ap¬ 
proval of preliminary drawings and plans, a true copy of which shall be filed 
with the commissioner of buildings, and before the entire working drawings 
and plans and detailed statements of said building have been completed and 
submitted for approval, if such preliminary drawings and plans and detailed 
statements shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and character 
of the work proposed and to show their compliance with the building provisions 
of this code; provided, however, that the complete working drawings and plans 
shall be submitted to the commissioner of buildings before construction is per¬ 
mitted. The commissioner of buildings shall check the completed drawings 
and plans and if approved shall stamp his official approval thereon as provided 
by section 43-7. 

45-5. All working drawings which are used in the construction of buildings 
or structures shall be either made or checked by the architect or engineer re- 
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sponsi ble for the design, who shall certify thereon that such drawings conform 
apPr °I e Resign drawings on which the permit is based. This certification 
shall cover the size of wood or concrete members, the size and weight ofstruct- 

toeither 6 JthTho and the f S1 ^f’ length ’ and bending of concrete reinforcement 

together with the adequacy of all connections. 

, . „ Th ? commissioner of buildings shall not issue any permit author- 

lzrng the construction, erection, repair, or alteration of any building or structure 
drawmgs and P ,ans submitted for his approval cleariy show that 
such building or structure with all its appurtenances, foundations, and parts can 
be erected entirely within the limits of the lot or tract of land upon whS iUs 
t0 l reCt suc b building or structure, except as otherwise provided by 

authorise ?h* Hl Pe f ml t0 ereCt ’ u epalr ’ or alter any building or structure shall 
authorize the use of, or encroachment upon, any part of any public wav or 

turi 1C for the construction of, or maintenance of, such building or struc- 
e 5?® P „>, a n heremafte c provided, and except as otherwise provided by this 
oTrrr* Vi ^ or sba11 an y permit be issued for the construction or maintenance of 
any balcony or canopy extending over any public way or public place unless 
^r t L theref ° r bave been obtained from the department of public works pur- 
suant to a special ordinance specifically authorizing the same. The drawings 
hitf fvr Qtrnrf CVery building or structure which show that any part of said build- 
mv mSfTin w- y ° f ltS a PP u rt?nances, or attachments thereto, extend over 
any part of any public way or public place than as hereinafter provided shall 
previous to being submitted to the commissioner of buildings, be submitted to the 
pn^ipv, 10116 f ° f publlc wo &s and notice thereby given to him of the proposed 
encroachment upon any public way or public place. Proof of such notice to the 
commissioner of public works shall accompany drawings and plans when the 
same are presented to the commissioner of buildings. 

., 4 ^"7- When the plans for new buildings or structures involve foundations 
thA niFitff ° r foat i ng3 extending lower than twenty-five feet below city datum’ 
, p lans f° r such foundations shall be submitted to the city engineer for advice 
as to the presence or proximity of any public utility. Whenever application is 
made for a permit to erect any building or structure with a foundation or part 

SfSif,5 end '° a . depth 01 or mors, below d?y daS 

said building or structure shall be submitted to -the city engineer 
?? d fit a PP^ ova ^. secu r ed before a permit is issued by the commissioner of build- 
mgs for the erection of such building or structure. 

No building or structure shall be erected within forty feet of any 
part of the harbor of the city without first obtaining a permit in writing from 
the commissioner of public works as provided in section 38-35 and paving the 
fees provided for in section 38-36 of this code. p ymg the 

. ' P f u ® c °Pi ea of the drawings and plans bearing the approval stamp 

° f Pi commissioner of buildings shall be filed with the department of buildings 
aad . ahal f 1 ren ? a J n file la that office for a period of six months after the occu- 
Pf“ °f s ^ cb bmldmg, after which upon demand, such drawings and plans shall 
hAAn Cd + b J th r! c 9’ mail3S1 °uer of buildings to the person by whom they have 
°«nAV. d ^ K - Sha n ? t , be obligatory upon the commissioner of buildings 
to retain such drawings and plans in his custody for more than six months after 
the occupation of the building to which they relate. 3 alter 

45- 10 . In all construction work for which a permit is required the ap¬ 
proved and stamped drawings, plans, and permit shall be kept on file at the 
construction site while the work is in progress. 1 z ine 

. Jt 11, ft shall be unlawful to erase, alter, or modify any lines, figures, or 
coloring contained upon drawings or plans bearing the approval stamp of the 
comimssioner of buildings or filed with him for reference. If during the progress 
?/„ tba ®^ ecu f. lon °f sa ? h work - jt is desired to deviate in any manner affecting 
the construction or other essentials of the building from the terms of the ap¬ 
plication or drawing, notice of such intention to alter or deviate shall be given 
to the commissioner of buildings and an amended plan showing such alteration 

tosf f be subl P lt; ^d for his approval, and his written assent shall 

first be obtamed before such alteration or deviation shall be made. 
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45-12. At the time of applying for a permit for the erection of, alteration 
of, addition to, or moving of any building or structure, the applicant shall sub¬ 
mit to the commissioner of buildings a plat of the lot, showing the dimensions 
of the same and the position to be occupied by the proposed building, or by the 
building to be altered or added to, or by the buildings to be moved thereon, and 
the position of any other building or buildings that may be on the lot. The 
measurements shall in all cases be taken at the top of the first story and shall 
not include any portion of any public way or public place. Eacn application 
for a building permit shall be accompanied by a plat in duplicate, drawn to 
scale and in such form as may be prescribed by the commissioner of buildings, 
showing the actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the size of the build¬ 
ing to be erected, its position on the lot, and such other information as may 
be necessary to provide for the enforcement of the regulations contained in the 
building provisions of this code. A careful record of such applications and plats 
shall be kept in the office of the commissioner of buildings. 

45-13. No permit for a fire escape stairway shall be granted unless a de¬ 
tailed plan for such fire escape stairway approved by an architect or a structural 
engineer shall be submitted to the commissioner of buildings, and a copy of 
such plans shall be filed with said commissioner. No change in the position or 
the removal of any existing fire escape or stairway shall be made, nor shall 
any change in the position of any stairway or fire escape be permitted unless 
the written consent of the commissioner of buildings shall be first obtained. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 2-27-45, p. 3076; 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 

45-14. Every application for a permit to install a tank or tanks for flam¬ 
mable liquids shall be made to the commissioner of buildings and shall be ac¬ 
companied by a plat of survey showing the location and dimensions of all the 
property coming within the frontage area, the name and address of the owner 
or owners of each parcel of ground coming within such area, including the filling 
station site, and the total frontage in feet, with the consents of the required 
majority of such frontage. 

In any location where a driveway or driveways across a public sidewalk 
are required in connection with the installation of a tank for flammable liquids, 
a permit shall not be issued until the applicant therefor has first obtained from 
the commissioner of public works a permit for the driveway or driveways as 
prescribed by sections 33-14 to 33-22 inclusive, of this code. 

45-15. Every application for a permit to construct, replace, or install any 
warm air heating furnace shall be made to the commissioner of buildings and 
shall be accompanied by drawings or plans, and such specifications or state¬ 
ments as shall be required to show all details of construction and mechanical 
devices for approval of the commissioner of buildings before the issuance of 
such permit. 

45-16. Any person violating, or resisting or opposing the enforcement of, 
any of the provisions of this chapter, where no other penalty is provided, shall 
be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars 
for each offense. Each day such violation shall continue shall constitute a sep¬ 
arate and distinct offense; and any builder or contractor who shall construct 
any building in violation of the provisions of this chapter, and any architect 
who shall design, draw plans for, or have supervision of such building, or who 
shall permit it to be constructed, shall be liable for the penalties provided by 
this section. 
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CHAPTER 46 

BUILDING INSPECTION 


46- 1. Duty of commissioner of 
buildings 

Buildings 

46- 2. Inspection required 

46- 3. Certificate of compliance 

46- 4. Floor plan 

46- 5. Notice of non-compliance 

16- 6. Fees 

46- 7. Fee exemptions 

Curtains 
46- 8, Fee 

Amusement parks and devices 
46- 9. Buildings 
46-10. Devices 

Elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators and 

movable platforms 
46-11. Inspection required 
46-12. Certificate of compliance 
46-13. Non-compliance 
46-14. Power to stop operation 
46-15. Fee 

Grandstands 

46-16. Inspection required 
46-17. Fee 

Billboards, signs, and signboards 
46-18. Inspection required 
46-19. Notice of non-compliance 
46-20. Demolition for non-compliance 
46-21. Posting non-compliance notice 
46-22. Bond 
46-23. Fees 
46-24. Penalty 

Illuminated roof signs 
46-25. Inspection required 


46-26. Bond 

46-27. Revocation and removal 
46-28. Fees 
46-29. Penalty 

Canopies and marquees 
46-30. Inspection required 
46-31. Fees 

Mechanical refrigerating systems 
46-32. Fees 
46-33. Fee exemptions 
Revolving doors 
46-34. Inspection required 
46-35. Certificate 
46-36. Fee 

Tanks for flammable liquids 
46-37. Inspection required 
46-38. Notice of non-compliance 
46-39. Fee 

Mechanical ventilating systems 
46-40. Inspection required 
46-41. Fee 

Gas holders 

46-42. Inspection required 
46-43. Fee 

Other tanks 

46-44. Inspection required 
46-45. Fee 

Boilers and unfired pressure vessels 
46-46. Fees 
46-47. Fee exemptions 

Violation of chapter provisions 
46-48. Penalty 


46-1. The commissioner of buildings shall cause to be inspected annually 
or semi-annually, or otherwise, such buildings, structures, equipment, sites, or 
parts thereof, as shall be provided by this chapter, or as otherwise required in 
the building provisions of this code. 


Buildings 

46-2. The commissioner of buildings and his assistants shall make an an¬ 
nual inspection of all theaters, churches, schools, public assembly units, and 
open air assembly units; and also all buildings over one story in height, except 
single dwellings, multiple use buildings consisting of business and dwelling units 
two stories or less in height, and multiple dwellings three stories or less ir 
height, unless such multiple dwellings are lodging or rooming houses with 
sleeping accommodations for twenty or more persons. It shall be the duty of 
every owner, agent, lessee, or occupant of any such building and of the person 
in charge or control of the same to permit the making of such annual inspection 
by the commissioner of buildings or by a duly authorized building inspector at 
any time upon demand being duly made. [Amend. Coun. J. 2-25-43, p. 8412.] 

W1 ? enever ®“y such inspection shows the building to be in compliance 
with the requirements of this code with respect to stairways, means of egress, 
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and all other respects, it shall be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to 
issue, or cause to be issued, a certificate setting forth the result of such inspec¬ 
tion, containing the date thereof, and a statement to the effect that such building 
complies in all respects with the provisions of this chapter or complies with all 
building provisions of this code under which such building was constructed, 
upon the payment of the inspection fee herein required; provided, however, that 
such certificate shall be issued for charitable, religious, or educational institu¬ 
tions as otherwise provided by section 46-7. It shall be the joint and several 
duty of the owner, agent, lessee, or occupant of the building so inspected, and 
of each and every person in charge and control of the same to frame the said 
certificate and place it in a conspicuous place near the main entrance of such 
building. 

46-4. It shall be the joint and several duty of the owner, agent, lessee, or 
occupant of every building described in section 46-2 to provide a typical floor 
plan of such building reproduced on a sheet eight and one-half by eleven inches 
in size; provided, however, that no such typical plans shall be required for multiple 
occupancy buildings which have not been altered or converted into smaller units 
subsequent to the original construction in buildings not oyer three stories in 
height. Said plan shall be drawn on as large a scale as will be practicable on 
such sheet, and said sheet shall also state the street address of such building 
and shall give the class of the building, the kind of construction used therein, 
the height and number of stories contained therein, and the nature of the oc¬ 
cupancy. It shall also be the joint and several duty of such owner, agent, lessee, 
or occupant to deliver a copy of said sheet and plan to the commissioner of 
buildings and to frame a copy of said sheet and place the same near the framed 
certificate hereinabove required. It shall also be the joint and several duty °* 
the said owner, agent, lessee, or occupant to substitute a new sheet for the sheet 
on file with the commissioner of buildings, and also the sheet framed as above 
required, whenever such changes or alterations are made in such building as 
will affect the substantial accuracy of the sheet previously furnished said com¬ 
missioner and framed as above required. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-30-44, p. 1664.] 

46-5. Where the result of such inspection shall show that such building 
fails in any respect to comply with the building provisions of this code, it shall 
be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to notify the owner, agent, lessee, 
or occupant of such building to this effect and to specify wherein such building 
fails to comply with the requirements of the building provisions of this code; 
and it shall thereupon become the joint and several duty of such owner, agent, 
lessee, or occupant to proceed forthwith to make whatever changes or altera¬ 
tions may be necessary to make such building comply in all respects with the 
requirements of the building provisions of this code, and to complete such 
changes and alterations within thirty days after the receipt of such notice. 

46-6. The fee for annual inspection of buildings shall be paid to the city 
collector and shall be based on the number of square feet of floor area as follows: 

Not to exceed 25,000 square feet. 9.00 

Each additional 25,000 square feet, or fractional part 

thereof . 6.00 

For the purpose of determining the amount of the fee every part of a build¬ 
ing or structure separated by dividing walls as required by the provisions of 
chapter 51 of this code shall be considered as a separate building. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191; 12-30-49, p. 5579; 11-30-53, p. 6100.] 

46-7. The inspection fee required by this chapter for the annual inspection 
of buildings shall not be charged against any charitable, religious, and educa¬ 
tional institutions, when the building, or part thereof, so inspected, is located 
in or upon premises used or occupied exclusively and owned by such charitable, 
religious or educational institution, if such charitable, religious, or educational 
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institution is not conducted or carried on for private gain or profit; provided, 
however that every application for exemption from such fees shall be supported 
by the affidavit of one or more taxpayers of the city, as to such facts. 

Hospitals, dispensaries and homes which are operated without a charge 
being made for the care of patients shall be exempt from the payment of such 
annual inspection fees. Operators of such institutions shall file with their claim 
for exemption from such fees an affidavit stating that no charge is made for 
the care of patients or inmates. Any hospital, dispensary and home which is 
exempt by specific ordinance from the payment of annual license fees as pro¬ 
vided in chapters 118, 136 and 137, shall also be exempt from the payment of 
the annual inspection fees required by section 46-6 of this code for the period 
covered by the special ordinance. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-18-43, p. 8431.] 


Curtains 

46-8. The fee for semi-annual inspection of an iron or steel curtain shall 
be thirty dollars; for semi-annual inspection of an asbestos curtain, nine dollars. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191; 11-30-53, p. 6100.] 


Amusement Parks and Devices 


46-9. The commissioner of buildings shall inspect, or cause to be inspected, 
all buildings to be used for purposes of exhibition, amusement, or entertainment, 
which are attended by the public, that are within or connected with an amuse¬ 
ment park, each year before said buildings are open to the public for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether they comply with the provisions of this code 
and the rules and regulations of the department of buildings. The fee for such 
annual inspection shall be six dollars for each building so inspected. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191.] 


46-10. The commissioner of buildings shall inspect, or cause to be inspected 
annually, all amusement devices, mechanisms, and structures, other than riding 
devices and other than buildings, within an amusement park, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they comply with the provisions of this code and the rules 
and regulations of the department of buildings; and the fee for such annual 
inspection shall be twelve dollars for each device, mechanism, and structure so 
inspected. The commissioner of buildings shall inspect annually, or cause to 
be inspected, all amusement devices operated by animals or by other motive 
power and all other riding, sliding, sailing, swinging, or rolling devices situated 
on any lot or tract of land outside of any amusement park before said devices 
are opened to the public. Where said devices are taken down, removed, and re¬ 
assembled or re-erected in another location, the commissioner of buildings shall 
mspect or cause said devices to be reinspected after each removal and before 
said devices are opened to the public, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
they comply with the provisions of this code and the rules and regulations of 
the department of buildings. A fee, as provided in section 43-30 shall be paid 
for every such annual inspection or reinspection. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47 
p. 1191.] 


Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, and Movable Platforms 

, 46-11. Every elevator, movable stage, movable orchestra floor, plat¬ 

form lift dumbwaiter, or escalator now in operation, or which may hereafter 
be installed, together with the hoistway and all equipment thereof, shall be 
inspected under and by the authority of the commissioner of buildings at least 
once every six months, and in no case shall any new equipment be placed in 
operation until an inspection of the same has been made. It shall be the duty 
of every owner, agent, lessee, or occupant of any building wherein anv such 
equipment is installed, and of the person in charge or control of any such equip¬ 
ment to permit the making of a test and inspection of such elevator, dumbwaiter, 
or escalator, and all devices used in connection therewith upon demand being 
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made by the commissioner of buildings or by his authorized elevator inspector 
within five days after such demand has been made. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-26-55, 
p. 882.] 

46-12. Whenever any elevator, movable stage, movable orchestra floor, 
platform lift, dumbwaiter, or escalator has been inspected and the tests 
herein required shall have been made of all safety devices with which such 
equipment is required to be equipped and the result of such inspection and tests 
show such equipment to be in good condition, and that such safety devices 
are in good working condition and in good repair, it shall be the duty of the 
commissioner of buildings to issue or cause to be issued a certificate setting 
forth the result of such inspection and tests and containing the date of inspec¬ 
tion, the weight which such equipment will safely carry and a statement to the 
effect that the shaft doors, hoistway, and all equipment, including safety devices, 
comply with all applicable provisions of chapter 79 of this code, upon the pay¬ 
ment of the inspection fee required by the provisions of this code. It shall be 
the joint and several duty of the owner, agent, lessee, or occupant of the build¬ 
ing in which such equipment is located and of each person in charge or control 
of such equipment to frame the certificate and place the same in a conspicuous 
place in each elevator and near each dumbwaiter, movable stage, movable 
orchestra floor, platform lift, or escalator. The words “safe condition” in 
this section shall mean that it is safe for any load up to the approved weight 
named in such certificate. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-16-52, p. 2819; 7-26-55, p. 882.j 

46-13. Where the result of such inspection or tests shall show that such 
elevator, movable stage, movable orchestra floor, platform lift, dumbwaiter, 
or escalator is in an unsafe condition or a bad repair, or shall show that any of 
the safety devices, which are required by the provisions of chapter 79 of this 
code, have not been installed or if installed, are not in good working order or 
not in good repair, such certificate shall not be issued until such elevator, its 
hoistway, and its equipment, or such dumbwaiter, movable stage, movable orches¬ 
tra floor, platform lift, or escalator, or such device or devices have been put in 
good working order. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-16-52, p. 2819; 7-26-55, p. 882.] 

46-14. Whenever any elevator inspector finds any elevator or dumbwaiter, 
its equipment and hatchway, including doors, or any escalator, movable stage, 
movable orchestra floor, or platform lift in an unsafe condition, he shad 
immediately report the same to the elevator inspector in charge, who shall report 
it to the commissioner of buildings, together with a statement of all the facts 
relating to the condition of such equipment. It shall be the duty of the commis¬ 
sioner of buildings, upon receiving from the elevator inspector in charge a 
report of the unsafe condition of such equipment and hatchway, including doors, 
to order the operation of such equipment to be stopped and to remain inoperative 
until it has been placed in a safe condition and it shall be unlawful for any 
agent, owner, lessee, or occupant of any building wherein any such equipment is 
located, to permit or allow the same to be used after the receipt of a notice 
from the commissioner of buildings, which notice is in writing, that such equip¬ 
ment is in an unsafe condition and until it has been restored to a safe and proper 
condition as required by the provisions of this code. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-16-52, 
p. 2819; 7-26-55, p. 882.] 

46-15. The fee for semi-annual inspection of an elevator, movable stage 
or orchestra floor or platform lift, dumbwaiter, or escalator shall be nine dollars. 

The fees herein required shall be paid either at the time application is 
made for inspection or upon the completion of such inspection and tests. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191; 11-30-53, p. 6100; 7-26-55, p. 882.] 

Grandstands 

46-16. The commissioner of buildings shall inspect, or cause to be in¬ 
spected, all tiers of seats and grandstands each year before the same are opened 
to the public for the purpose of ascertaining whether they comply with the 
provisions of this code and the rules and regulations of the department of 
buildings. 
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46 *J7‘ A fee . sha ll be charged for such annual inspection as follows: where 
the seating capacity is five thousand or less, twelve dollars; where the seating 
capacity is more than five thousand, thirty dollars. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18*47, 
p. nyi.j 


Billboards, Signs, and Signboards 

46-18. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of buildings to exercise su¬ 
pervision over all billboards and signboards, other than signs and signboards 
covered by the provisions of chapter 86.1 of this code, erected or being maintained 
under the building provisions of this code, and to cause inspection by inspectors 
m his department of all such billboards and signboards to be made once each year 
i con dition of such boards so requires. [Repealed. Coun J. 

1-10-47, p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] L P 


Whenever it shall appear to the said commissioner that any such 
billboard or signboard has been erected in violation of the building provisions of 
tins code or is in an unsafe condition or has become unstable or insecure, or is in 
such a condition as to be a menace to the safety or health of the public, he shall 
thereupon issue, or cause to be issued, a notice in writing to the owner of such 
billboard or signboard, or person in charge, possession, or control thereof, if the 
whereabouts of such person is known, informing such person of the violation of 
the building provisions of this code and of the dangerous condition of such bill¬ 
board or signboard, and directing him to make such alterations or repairs thereto 
as shall be necessary or advisable to place such billboard or signboard in a safe 
substantial, and secure condition, and to make the same comply with the require¬ 
ments of the building provisions of this code within such reasonable time as may 
be stated in said notice, not exceeding thirty days. [Repealed. Coun J 1-10-47 
p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] ’ 


46-20. If the owner or person in charge, possession, or control of any bill¬ 
board or signboard, when so notified, shall refuse, fail, or neglect to comply with 
and conform to the requirements of such notice, said billboard or signboard shall 
constiute a public nuisance and the said commissioner shall, upon the expiration 
of the time therein mentioned, abate said nuisance by tearing down, or causing 
to be torn down, such part of such billboard or signboard as is constructed and 
maintained in violation of the building provisions of this code, and shall charge 
the expense to the owner or person in possession, charge, or control of such bill¬ 
board or signboard, and the same shall be recovered from such owner or person 
by appropriate legal proceedings. [Repealed. Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863- Passed 
5-28-58, p. 7796.] 


46-21. If the owner of such billboard or signboard, or the person in charge, 
possession, or control thereof cannot be found, or his whereabouts cannot be as¬ 
certained, the commissioner shall attach, or cause to be attached to said bill¬ 
board or signboard, a notice of the same import as that required to be sent to 
the owner or person in charge, possession, or control thereof, where the owner 
is known; and if such billboard or signboard shall not have been made to con¬ 
form to the building provisions of this code and placed in a secure, safe, and 
substantial condition, in accordance with the requirements of such notice, within 
thirty days after such notice shall have been attached to such billboard or sign¬ 
board, it shall be the duty of the commissioner of buildings thereupon to cause 
such billboard or signboard or such portion thereof as is constructed and main¬ 
tained in violation of the building provisions of this code to be torn down; pro¬ 
vided, however, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the commissioner 
of buildings from adopting such precautionary measures as may be necessary 
or advisable in case of imminent danger in order to place such billboard or sign¬ 
board in a safe condition, the expense of which shall be charged to and recov¬ 
ered from the owner of such billboard or signboard, or the person in charge, 
possession, or control thereof in any appropriate proceedings therefor. [Repealed 
Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] 

46-22. Every person constructing and erecting billboards or signboards 
shall file with the city clerk a bond, with securities to be approved by the com¬ 
missioner of buildings, in the penal sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, condi¬ 
tioned that such person shall faithfully comply with all the provisions and re¬ 
quirements of this chapter with respect to the construction, alteration, location, 
and safety of billboards or signboards and for the payment of the inspection 
fees required by this chapter; and conditioned further to indemnify, save and 
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keep the city and its officials harmless from any claims, damages, liabilities, 
losses, actions, suits, or judgments which may be presented, sustained, brought, 
or obtained against the city or any of its officials because of the construction, 
maintenance, alteration, or removal of any of the said billboards or signboards, 
or by reason of any accidents caused by or resulting therefrom. [Repealed. Coun. 
J. 1-10-47, p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] 

46-23. The annual inspection fees for the inspection of billboards or sign¬ 


boards shall be as follows: 

Up to 50 square feet .$1.00 

50 to 375 square feet.$2.00 

For each additional 375 square feet or fractional part thereof.$2.00 


provided, however, that where such billboard or signboard does not exceed sixty- 
five square feet in area and is attached to the surface of a permanent building in 
accordance with the provisions of that part of chapter 61 dealing with billboards 
and signboards and is designed to give publicity to the business carried on within 
such building, such as the name and address of owner and the nature of busi¬ 
ness, but in no event to advertise any article manufactured by any other person, 
and no part of said sign is more than eighteen feet above the average inside 
grade at the front of the building, no fees for inspection shall be charged, but 
not more than one sign of sixty-five square feet shall be allowed for each twenty- 
five lineal feet of frontage, unless the fees for inspection are paid as herein pro¬ 
vided; and provided further, that where such billboard or signboard does not 
exceed twenty square feet in area and is attached to the surface of a permanent 
building in accordance with the aforesaid provisions of chapter 61 and is de¬ 
signed to give publicity to some article sold on the premises, and no part of said 
sign is more than eighteen feet above the average inside grade at the front of 
the building, no fees for inspection shall be charged; and provided further, that 
where such billboard or signboard does not exceed twenty-four square feet in 
area, when attached to the front, sides, or rear walls of any building, so that 
the flat surface of the same is against the building, or when erected on the ground 
if not erected nearer than ten feet to any building, structure, other signboard or 
public sidewalk, which is used to advertise the sale or lease of the property upon 
which it shall be erected, no fees for inspection shall be charged. [Repealed. Coun. 
J. 1-10-47, p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] 

46-24. Any person owning, operating, maintaining, or in charge, possession, 
or control of any building, structure, billboard or signboard within the city, that 
shall neglect or refuse to comply with the building provisions of this code, or 
that erects, constructs, or maintains any billboard or signboard which does not 
comply with the building provisions of this code, in all cases where no specific 
penalty is fixed herein, shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more 
than two hundred dollars for each offense; and each day on which any such 
person shall permit or allow any billboard or signboard owned, operated, main¬ 
tained, or controlled by him to be erected, constructed, or maintained in violation 
of any of the building provisions of this code shall constitute a separate and 
distinct offense. [Repealed. Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863; Passed. 5-28-58, p. 7796.] 

Illuminated Roof Signs 

46-25. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-13-45, p. 3143; 4-23-45, p. 3357; repealed. 
1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

46-26. [Repealed. Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

46-27. [Repealed. Coun. J. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

46-28. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-13-45, p. 3143; repealed. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

46-29. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-13-45, p. 3143; repealed. 1-10-47, p. 6863.] 

Canopies and Marquees 

46-30. The commissioner of buildings shall make an annual inspection of 
canopies and marquees attached to buildings or other structures which shall 
extend into or over any public way or public place. 

46-31. The annual inspection fee to be charged for the inspection of 
canopies and marquees shall be as follows: where the horizontal projection of 
the canopy or marquee does not exceed two hundred square feet in area, six 
dollars; and where the horizontal projection of the canopy or marquee exceeds 
two hundred square feet in area, nine dollars for the first two hundred square 









42 


Building Inspection 


46-32. 

46-33. 


feet, and two dollars and twenty-five cents additional for each additional fifty 
S( l l i a -r e . fe ft in the area of such canopy or marquee. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47 
p. 1191; 11-30-53, p. 6100.] 

Mechanical Refrigerating Systems 
[Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

[Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

Revolving Doors 

• * t 6 '? 4 ’ E Y® r y revolving door now in operation, or which may hereafter be 
installed, together with all the equipment and mechanism thereof, shall be in¬ 
spected annually under the authority of the commissioner of buildings. 

46-35. Whenever such inspection shows a revolving door to be in good 
working order and in compliance with this code, the commissioner of buildings 
shall issue, or cause to be issued, a certificate to that effect. 

46-36. For each such inspection and certificate a fee of six dollars shall 
be charged. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191; 11-30-53, p. 6100.] 

Tanks for Flammable Liquids 

46-37. [Repealed. Coun. J. 12-15-43, p. 983.] 

46-38. [Repealed. Coun. J. 12-15-43, p. 983.] 

46-39. [Repealed. Coun. J. 12-15-43, p. 983.] 

Mechanical Ventilating Systems 

46-40. Every mechanical ventilating system shall be inspected annually by 
the commissioner of buildings. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-8-45, p. 2818.] 

46-41. The fee for such annual inspection shall be ninety cents per one thou- 
sand cubic feet of air per minute or fractional part thereof of air required bv the 
budding provisions of this code to be circulated for ventilating purposes, includ¬ 
ing the sum of mechanical supply and exhaust systems; provided, however, that 
no such charge shall be less than three dollars and seventy-five cents rAmend 
Coun. J. 4-23-45, p. 3357; 11-18-47, p. 1191; 11-30-53, p. 6100.] 

Gas Holders 

. . 46 ' 4 f; Evei 7 t? nk or gas holder containing more than twenty-five hundred 
cubic feet of explosion hazard gases within the city shall be inspected at least 
P n c c n e ®. v ® ry five . y f ea Lrs. as required by chapter 60 under the direction of a building 
p 5579; 1-20-50 t p 1 5758 ]® commissloner of buildings. [Amend. Coun. J. 12-30-49, 

„ f * 6 'f 3 ; f or ewry such five year inspection, with a certificate of compliance, 
Coun J f ir-18-47 d p la il91 h ] a ^ charged for each tank or S as holder. [Amend. 

Other Tanks 

46-M. Every tank having a capacity of more than two hundred fiftv gal¬ 
lons, and located above the roof or above the floors of any building or on anv 
o4h ® r , stj ? cture ' except as provided by sections 46-37 to 46-39, 46-42 and 46-43 
chapter mspected annuall y by the commissioner of buildings as provided by this 

46-45. For every such annual inspection, it shall be the duty of the owner 
to pay an inspection fee of six dollars for each such tank; prodded, however 

iTmI building required to be inspected annually, the inspection fee for 
such tank therein or thereon shall be computed as required by section 46-6 by 
floor area. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1191.] y 

46-46. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

46-47. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-18-47, p. 1192.] 

Violation of Chapter Provisions 

46-48. Any person violating, or resisting or opposing the enforcement nf 
any of the prolusions of this chapter, where no other penalty is provided, shall 
be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars for 

and h (hSnct 'o£nse. day SUCh V10latl0n sha11 continue sha11 constitute a separate 
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CHAPTER 47 

DEFINITIONS 


47-1. Purpose 47-2. Definitions 

47-1. For the purpose of this code, the following terms shall be construed 
as herein defined. 

47-2. Accepted engineering practice. Accepted engineering practice shall 
be the compliance with the building provisions of this code or, in the absence 
of such provisions, with the recognized standards of governmental bureaus or 
authoritative technical organizations. 

Accessory use . A building or structure, the use of which is incidental to 
the main building or structure and is located on the same lot. 

Addition . Any construction which increases the area or cubic content of 
a building or structure. 

Aisles . A passageway between rows of seats, or between rows of seats and 
a wall in a place of assembly, or between desks, tables, counters or other ma¬ 
terials, or between such articles or materials and a wall in other rooms or spaces. 

Aisles, Longitudinal. In a place of assembly, an aisle approximately per¬ 
pendicular to the rows of seats served thereby. 

Aisles, Transverse. In a place of assembly, an aisle approximately parallel 
to the rows of seats. 

Alcove. A recess adjoining and connecting with a larger room, with an 
unobstructed opening into such room complying with the requirements of sec¬ 
tion 66-4. 

Alteration. Any change in the occupancy classification or any change or 
modification of construction or space arrangement in any existing building or 
structure not increasing the area or cubic content thereof. Any change which 
decreases the area or cubic content of a building. 

Apartment building. A multiple dwelling or part thereof designed or used 
primarily for family unit occupancy and containing three or more family units. 

Approved. The sanction and endorsement by the commissioner of buildings 
under the provisions of the code or the rules adopted thereunder. 

Assembly Unit. For definition see section 48-4. 

Assembly Unit, Large. For definition see section 48-4.1. 

Assembly Unit, Small. For definition see section 48-4.2. 

Auxiliary use. For definition see section 48-12.2. 

Balcony . 

(a) An exterior auxiliary floor space projecting from the exterior wall 

of an enclosed structure and unenclosed by other than a railing or parapet. 

(b) As applied to places of assembly, a seating level located above main 

floor of an auditorium. 

Basement. A story of a building partly or wholly below grade. 

Boarding house. For definition see “Hotel”. 

Building. A structure, or part thereof, enclosing any occupancy including 
residential, institutional, assembly, business, mercantile, industrial, storage, 
hazardous and miscellaneous uses. When separated by fire walls, each unit so 
separated shall be deemed a separate building. 

Building, Accessory. A Miscellaneous Use Unit located on the same lot and 
incidental to a main or principal occupancy. 

Building, Existing. For definition see chapter 78. 

Business Unit. For definition see section 48-6. 

Carbarn. For definition see section 61-10.1. 

Chimney. For definition see section 63-1.1 (a). 
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Definitions 


A room 4 in a school used for the instruction of students in a 


Classroom. 
group. 

Coal pocket . For definition see section 61-4.1. 

Combustible frame construction. For definition see lection 49-5. 
Combustible material. For definition see section 65-2 (a). 

Controlled materials. For definition see section 69-3.1. 

Cooling tower. For definition see section 61-13.1. 

Court. For definition see section 66-1.1 (b). 

Court, Inner. For definition see section 66-1.1 (e). 

Court, Outer. For definition see section 66-1.1 (d). 

Court, Through. For definition see section 66-1.1 (e). 

Do ? r > Fire - A door and its assembly, so constructed and assembled in places 
assemblies—Doors ,P rotectlon a g ainst the passage of fire. See “Opening protective 

Dressing room. For definition see section 54-6.1 (f). 

Driveway. For definition see section 59-3.1 (d). 

Dry cleaning or dyeing units. For definition see chapter 60. 

A ™ om or suite of rooms designed or used for living purposes 
and'^dormitory'rooms 11 ^ ° r & room ^ or sleeping accommodations, including hotel 

Elevator. For definition see section 79-2. 

Equipment. Consists of all mechanical, electrical or storage devices and 
fixtures requiring conformance with the code in regard to construction, installa- 
tion, operation, alteration, maintenance and inspection. Shall include among 
others elevators plumbing, ventilation systems, heating apparatus, refrieera- 
tion systems, boilers and electrical equipment. ® 

Escalator. For definition see section 79-2. 

Exit. For definition see section 67-2 (a). 

Exit, Horizontal. For definition see section 67-2 (c). 

Exit, Outside. For definition see section 67-2 (d). 

Exit, Vertical. For definition see section 67-2 (b). 

Exit connection . For definition see section 67-2 (e). 

Exterior protected construction . For definition see section 49-4. 

Exterior trim. For definition see section 62-7.1. 

unit A r $° m ° r group °/ rooms desi gaed or used as a housekeeping 

family or for a group of not more than ten persons other than a 
family and providing living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation facilities 
complying with the requirements of this code. c es 

Fence. For definition see section 61-5.1. 

Finish, Ceiling. For definition see section 62-9.1. 

Finish, interior wall. For definition see section 62-9.1. 

Fire district. An area in the city within boundaries within which certain 
occupancies and types of construction may be limited or prohibited. 

means^of e^esl.' A " CXteri ° r vertical exit used primarily as an emergency 

Fire resistance. For definition see section 65-2 (b). 

Fire-resistive construction. For definition see section 49-2. 

Fire-resistive rating. For definition see section 65-2 (c). 

Fire station. For definition see section 61-6.1. 

Flame-spread rating. For definition see section 65-2 (d). 

Flight. For definition see section 67-2 (f). 

Floor area. 

w a ii= 1 'fi^ S J l n Plied t0 area limitations: the floor space enclosed by exterior 
walls, fire-walls or a combination of these structural elements. 
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2. As applied to the capacity of a building or floor of a building: the 
floor space enclosed by the exterior walls of a building, excluding elevators, 
stairways or other shafts. 

3. As applied to a space or room: the net area within the enclosing 
walls or partitions. 

Fume hazard unit . For definition see chapter 60. 

Flue. For definition see section 63-1.1 (e). 

Foyer. A room adjoining an auditorium and serving as the principal en¬ 
trance to any seating level thereof. 

Gallery. For definition see “Balcony”. 

Garage. For definition see sections 48-9.3 and 59-3.1 (a). 

Garage, Basement. For definition see section 59-3.1 (b). 

Garage, Private . For definition see section 61-8.1. 

Gasoline filling station. For definition see section 61-15.1. 

Grade. 

1. As applied to a building less than ten feet from a street property 
line, grade shall be the established sidewalk elevation. 

2. As applied to a building more than ten feet from a street property 
line, grade shall be the finished ground elevation at the building wall. 

3. As applied to a building facing a two-level street, grade shall be 
determined by the upper level unless otherwise provided. 

Habitable room. A room in a Residential Unit used for living, sleeping, 
eating or cooking purposes, but excluding baths, toilet rooms, storage spaces and 
corridors. 

Hangar. For definition see section 59-4.1 (a). 

Hazardous Use Unit . For definition see section 48-10. 

Heavy timber construction. For definition see section 49-4.1. 

Height . For definition see section 51-1.1 (c). 

Home for the aged. For definition see section 136-1. 

Hotel. A building, or part thereof, designed or used primarily for sleeping 
accommodations for more than ten guests or lodgers. 

Industrial Unit. For definition see section 48-8. 

Industrial Unit, Low Hazard. For definition see section 48-8.1. 

Industrial Unit, Moderate Hazard. For definition see section 48-8.2. 
Institutional home. A building or part thereof designed or used for the 
housing and care of three or more aged or infirm persons or children and not 
providing hospital facilities. 

Institutional Unit . For definition see section 48-3. 

Interior trim. For definition see section 62-9.2. 

Landing . For definition see section 67-2 (g). 

Lintel. The beam or girder placed over an opening in a wall, which supports 
the wall construction above. 

Loading space. For definition see section 59-3.1 (d). 

Lodging house. For definition see “Hotel”. 

Lot. A parcel of land used or intended to be used as a unit. Each building 
and its accessory building, shall be on a separate lot. 

Lot, Front of. The shortest street frontage. 

Lot, Rear of. The boundary opposite the front of the lot as herein defined, 
or that boundary most nearly parallel to the front of the lot. 

Lot line, Exterior. A boundary line between a lot and a street, alley, public 
way or railroad right of way. 

Lot line, Interior. A. boundary line between a lot and an adjoining lot. 
Mercantile Unit. For definition see section 48-7. 

Mezzanine. An intermediate floor placed in any story of a building and 
limited in area as required elsewhere in this code. 
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Definitions 


Miscellaneous Units . For definition see section 48-11. 

Mixed occupancy. For definition see section 48-12.1. 

Motor vehicle sales and display rooms. For definition see section 59-3.1 (c). 

Multiple dwelling. For definition see section 48-2.2. 

Newel post. For definition see section 67-2 (h). 

Non-combustible construction. For definition see section 49-3. 

Non-combustible material. For definition see section 65-2 (e). 

Nursery, Day. An institution providing care for three or more children 
under the age of four years for periods of more than four hours but not exceed¬ 
ing twenty-four hours. 

Nursery school . A school providing day care service for children from four 
to six years of age. 

Nursing home. For definition see section 136-1. 

Occupancy . The use or uses of any building or structure for any of the 
following purposes: residential, institutional, assembly, business, mercantile, 
industrial, storage, hazardous or miscellaneous uses as defined in chapter 48. 

Occupancy content. The maximum number of persons occupying any build¬ 
ing, floor, room or space. 

Open air assembly unit. For definition see section 48-5. 

Open space. A street, alley, waterway, park, yard, court or other permanent 
unobstructed space open to the sky. 

Opening protective assemblies —Doors and shutters. For definition see sec¬ 
tion 65-5.1. 

Opening protective assemblies —Windows. For definition see section 65-6.1. 

Ordinary construction. For definition see section 49-4.2. 

Parked vehicle . Any vehicle which is not in motion and which is not under 
control of the driver. 

Partition. A vertical separating construction between rooms or spaces. 

Partition, Bearing. A partition used to support loads other than its own 
weight. 

Penthouse. For definition see section 62-11.2 (a). 

Permit. An authorization by the commissioner of buildings to proceed with 
construction, alteration, installation or demolition. 

Planning requirements. The size, arrangement and location of the rooms 
within a structure. 

Prefabricated assembly. For definition see section 69-6 (a). 

Professional services. Professional services shall include medical, dental, 
legal, architectural, engineering and similar services. 

Projection block. For definition see section 54-6.1 (e). 

Property room. For definition see section 54-6.1 (h). 

Proscenium. For definition see section 54-6.1 (g). 

Public way. A public street, alley, sidewalk or park. 

Radio theater . A radio studio with an assembly space for an audience of 
more than 100 persons. 

Ramp. For definition see section 67-2 (i). 

Residential Unit. For definition see section 48-2. 

Riser. For definition see section 67-2 (j). 

Rooming house. For definition see “Hotel”. 

Roundhouse. For definition see section 61-9.1. 

Row of seats. A group of adjoining seats arranged side by side. 

School. For definition see section 48-4.3. 

Shaft . A space enclosed with side walls and extending through two or 
more stories. 

Shall. As used in this code means mandatory. 

Sheltered care home. For definition see section 136-1. 
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Sign, Outdoor. For definition see section 61-2.1 (a). 

Single-family dwelling. For definition see section 48-2.1. 

Sleeping accommodations. A room, space, or portion thereof, used primarily 
for sleeping purposes. 

Smokeproof tower. For definition see section 67-11. 

Stage. For definition see section 54-6.1 (a). 

Stage block. For definition see section 54-6.1 (d). 

Stage, Type 1. For definition see section 54-6.1 (b). 

Stage, Type 2. For definition see section 54-6.1 (c). 

Stage workshop. For definition see section 54-6.1 (i). 

Stairway. For definition see section 67-2 (k). 

Stairway, Enclosed. For definition see section 67-2 (k) (1). 

Stairway, Exterior. For definition see section 67-2 (k) (2). 

Stairway, Interior. For definition see section 67-2 (k) (3). 

Storage room. For definition see section 54-6.1 (j). 

Storage Unit. For definition see section 48-9. 

Storage Unit, Low Hazard. For definition see section 48-9.1. 

Storage Unit, Moderate Hazard. For definition see section 48-9.2. 

Story. The space between any two floors or between the topmost floor and 
the ceiling. 

Tent. For definition see section 61-14.1. 

Theater. An Assembly Unit designed or used primarily for theatrical or 
motion picture performances and containing a Type 1 stage or a projection block. 
Tourist house. For definition see “Hotel”. 

Tower. For definition see section 62-11.4. 

Travel distance. For definition see section 67-6.1. 

Tread. For definition see section 67-2 (1). 

Vent pipe. For definition see section 63-1.1 (g). 

Wall, Bearing. A wall used to support loads other than its own weight 
Wall, Fire. For definition see section 62-1.1. 

Wall, Non-bearing. A wall used to support no loads other than its own. 
Wall, Parapet. The extension of a wall above the roof level. 

Wall, Retaining. A wall designed to resist lateral earth pressure. 

Window, Fire. A window and its assembly, so constructed and assembled 
in place as to give specified protection against the passage of fire. See “Opening 
protective assemblies—Windows”. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430; 7-9-58, p. 8000.] 





CHAPTER 48 


CLASSIFICATION OF 


48- 1. Classification by occupancy 

48- 2. Class A, residential units 

48- 2.1. Class A-l, single-family 
dwellings 

48- 2.2. Class A-2, multiple dwellings 
48- 3. Class B, institutional units 
48- 4. Class C, assembly units 
48- 4.1. Class C-l, large assembly units 
48- 4.2. Class C-2, small assembly units 
48- 4.3. Class C-3, schools 
48- 5. Class D, open air assembly 
units 

48- 6. Class E, business units 
48- 7. Class F, mercantile units 
48- 8. Class G, industrial units 
48- 8.1. Class G-l, low hazard industrial 
units 

48- 8.2. Class G-2, moderate hazard in¬ 
dustrial units 

48- 9. Class H, storage units 

48-1. Every new or existing building or part thereof, shall for the pur¬ 
pose of this Code, be classified according to its use or occupancy in one of the 
following occupancy classes: 

Class A, Residential Units. 

Class A-l. Single-Family Dwellings. 

Class A-2. Multiple Dwellings. 

Class B, Institutional Units. 

Class C, Assembly Units. 

Class C-l. Large Assembly Units. 

Class C-2. Small Assembly Units. 

Class C-3. Schools. 

Class D, Open Air Assembly Units. 

Class E, Business Units. 

Class F, Mercantile Units. 

Class G, Industrial Units. 

Class G-l. Low Hazard Industrial Units. 

Class G-2. Moderate Hazard Industrial Units. 

Class H, Storage Units. 

Class H-l. Low Hazard Storage Units. 

Class H-2. Moderate Hazard Storage Units. 

Class H-3. Garages. 

Class I, Hazardous Use Units. 

Class J, Miscellaneous Buildings and Structures. 

Each occupancy class shall include buildings or parts of buildings as herein¬ 
after defined and those of similar character or use. Whenever there is any 
uncertainty as to the classification of the building, the commissioner of build¬ 
ings shall fix the classification within which it falls according to the relative fire 
hazard involved. 


UILDINGS BY OCCUPANCY 


48- 9.1. Class H-l, low hazard storage 
units 

48- 9.2. Class H-2, moderate hazard 
storage units 

48- 9.3. Class H-3, garages 
48-10. Class I, hazardous use units 

48-11. Class J, miscellaneous buildings 

and structures 
48-12. Mixed occupancy 
48-12.1. Definition 
48-12.2. Auxiliary uses 
48-12.3. General requirements 
48-12.4. Height and area limitations 
48-12.5. Required fire resistance for 
occupancy separation 
48-12.6. Separation from public spaces 
below grade 

48-13. Occupancy content 
48-13.1. Assembly units and open air 
assembly units 
48-13.2. Other occupancies 


48-2. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for one or more family 
units or designed or used for sleeping accommodations other than family units 
except institutional units as defined in section 48-3, shall be classified as Class 
A, Residential Units. 
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48-2.1. Residential Units designed or used for not more than one family 
unit, which may provide additional sleeping accommodations for not more than 
five lodgers or boarders or Residential Units designed or used for sleeping 
accommodations other than family units for not more than ten persons shall 
be classified as Class A-l, Single Family Dwellings. 

48-2.2. Residential Units designed or used for two or more family units 
or designed or used for sleeping accommodations, other than family units, for 
more than ten persons shall be classified as Class A-2. Multiple Dwellings, shall 
include, among others, the following: 


Apartment Buildings 
Boarding Houses 
Clubs 
Convents 
Dormitories 
Fraternities 
[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7794.] 

48-3. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for the harboring of 
three or more persons for medical, correctional, penal, or other care, treatment 
or detention shall be classified as Class B, Institutional Units. Class B, Institu¬ 
tional Units shall include, among others, the following: 


Hotels 

Lodging Houses 

Monasteries 

Motels 

Rooming Houses 
Tourist Houses 


Nurseries 
Nursing homes 
Orphanages 
Sanatoria 

Sheltered care homes 


Asylums 
Homes for aged 
Hospitals 
Infirmaries 
Jails 

[Amend. Coun. J. 7-9-58, p. 8000.] 

48-4. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for the assembly of 
persons for civic, political, educational, religious, social, recreational or other 
similar activities shall be classified as Class C, Assembly Units. Class C, 
Assembly Units shall include among others, the following: 


Amphitheaters 

Funeral parlor 

Aquariums 

Gymnasiums 

Armories 

Lecture halls 

Art galleries 

Libraries 

Assembly halls 

Motion picture theaters 

Auditoriums 

Museums 

Ballrooms 

Night clubs 

Banquet halls 

Passenger stations 

Boards of trade 

Planetariums 

Bowling alleys 

Radio Theaters 

Churches 

Recreation halls 

Community houses 

Restaurants 

Concert halls 

Rinks 

Convention halls 

Schools 

Court rooms 

Stadiums (indoor) 

Dance halls 

Swimming pools (indoor) 

Exhibition halls 

Taverns 

Field houses 

Theaters 


[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

48-4.1. Assembly Units having a capacity of 300 persons or more in one 
room or space, other than schools, shall be classified as Class C-l, Large 
Assembly Units. 
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Classification of Buildings by Occupancy 


48-4.2. Assembly Units, other than schools, having a capacity of less than 
300 persons in any one room or space shall be classified as Class C-2, Small 
Assembly Units, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Restaurants, bars, taverns and similar occupancies having a capac¬ 
ity of not more than 100 perons shall be classified as Class F, Mercantile 
Units. 

(b) Other assembly occupancies having a capacity of not more than 
100 persons and located in a building of another occupancy shall be classi¬ 
fied according to that occupancy. 


48-4.3. Assembly Units designed or used for educational or institutional 
purposes shall be classified as Class C-3, Schools. Every school shall be classified 
as follows: 

Type 1 Schools: Type 1 schools shall include day nursery schools, kinder¬ 
garten schools, elementary schools, high schools and other similar occupancies. 

Type 2 Schools. Type 2 schools shall include colleges, schools for adult 
education, commercial and vocational schools and other similar occupancies. 


48-5. Structures or enclosed areas designed or used for the assembly of 
persons in the open air, other than drive-in theaters as defined in section 55.1-1, 
shall be classified as Class D, Open Air Assembly Units. Class D, Open Air 
Assembly Units shall include, among others, the following: 


Amusement parks 
Athletic fields 
Automotive speedways 
Aviation fields 


Observation platforms 
Outdoor swimming pools 
Outdoor theaters, other than 
drive-in theaters 


Band stands 
Beach enclosures 
Grand stands 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 


Race tracks 
Reviewing stands 
Stadiums 


48-6. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for the transaction of 
business or for the rendering of professional service or for other services that 
do not involve the storage of stocks of goods, wares or merchandise, except 
such as are incidental for display purposes, shall be classified as Class E, 
Business Units. Class E, Business Units, shall include, among others the 
following: 

Administration buildings Professional services 

Banks Radio stations 

Civic administration Telephone exchanges 

Offices 


48-7. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for the sale of goods 
wares and merchandise and involving only incidental storage of such materials 
shall be classified as Class F, Mercantile Units. Class F, Mercantile Units, 
shall include, among others, the following: 


Markets 
Retail stores 
Sales rooms 


Shops 

Specialty shops 
Wholesale stores 


Restaurants, bars, taverns and similar occupancies having a capacity of 
not more than 100 persons shall be classified as Class F, Mercantile Units. 

t?"?* Buil( *ings, or parts thereof, used primarily for manufacturing or 
in which five or more persons are engaged in fabricating, assembling, or pro- 
cessmg of products or materials, except hazardous uses as defined under Class 
f ? f , T T 1S .F od *’ ? h ^ U be classified as Class G, Industrial Units. Class G, Indus¬ 
trial Units, shall include, among others, the following: 
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Assembly plants 
Bakeries 
Boiler works 


Manufacturing plants 


Breweries 
Canneries 
Ice plants 


Mills 

Packing houses 

Power plants 

Processing plants 

Pumping plants 

Shops for Diesel locomotives 

Workshops 


48-8.1. Industrial units designed or used for the manufacturing of gen¬ 
erally non-combustible products shall, upon evidence in writing satisfactory to 
the commissioner of buildings, be classified as Class G-l, Low Hazard Industrial 
Units. Low Hazard Industrial Units shall include power plants, pumping 
plants, ice plants and plants for the manufacture and processing of asbestos, 
clay products, chalk and crayons, glass, ivory, metals, porcelain and pottery, 
stone and other materials of similar hazard classification. 

48-8.2. Industrial units other than Low Hazard Industrial Units as defined 
in section 48-8.1 shall be classified as Class G-2, Moderate Hazard Industrial 
Units. 

48-9. Buildings, or parts thereof, used primarily for the storage of goods, 
wares or merchandise, except those defined in this code under Class I, Hazardous 
Use Units, and in which less than five persons are engaged in manufacturing 
or processing of products or materials shall be classified as Class H, Storage 
Units. Class H, Storage Units, shall include, among others the following: 


Live stock shelters 
Storage buildings 
Warehouses 


Cold storage buildings 
Freight depots 
Garages 
Hangars 


48-9.1. Storage units designed or used for generally non-combustible goods 
shall, upon evidence in writing satisfactory to the commissioner of buildings, 
be classified as Class H-l, Low Hazard Storage Units. Low Hazard Storage 
Units shall include buildings used for the storage of asbestos, clay products, 
chalk, glass, ivory, metals, porcelain or pottery, stone, and materials of similar 
hazard classification. 

48-9.2. Storage Units other than Class H-l, Low Hazard Storage Units, 
and Class H-3, Garages, shall be classified as Class H-2, Moderate Hazard 
Storage Units. 

48-9.3. Buildings, or parts thereof, designed or used for the shelter, storage 
or servicing of motor vehicles containing flammable fuel shall be classified as 
H-3, Garages, except parking facilities as defined in section 61-20.1 which shall 
be classified as Class J. miscellaneous buildings and structures. [Amend. Coun. J. 
3-14-57, p. 4430; 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

48-10. Buildings, or parts thereof, used for the manufacturing, processing, 
storage or use of materials of the following general classifications shall be 
classified as Class I, Hazardous Use Units: 

(a) Highly combustible, inflammable or explosive products or materials 
which are likely to burn with extreme rapidity or from which poisonous 
fumes or explosions may result in the event of fire. 

(b) Highly corrosive, toxic or noxious alkalies, acids or other liquids. 

(c) Fume hazardous, explosive, poisonous, irritant or corrosive gases. 

(d) Materials involving explosive mixtures of dust or which result in 
the division of matter into fine particles subject to spontaneous combustion. 

(e) Chemicals or synthetic paints or enamels involving flame, fume 
or explosive hazard. 

(f) Other hazardous uses as defined in chapter 60. 
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-hoii 4 ?! 11 ^^ 1 ? 806 * 11 ^ 1160 ^ 8 str P ctures and structures of a temporary character 

Srith I tv, ed f 8nd e n p P e ? to “ eet the requirements of the code com¬ 
mensurate with the fire and hfe hazard incidental to their use; and where not 
specifically herein provided for, the commissioner of buildings shall adopt rules 
!md r r f£[ 18tl ? nS t to fl ?. the charac ter of construction in relation to fire districts 
adjacent structures. Class J, Miscellaneous Buildings and 
Structures, shall include, among others, the following: 


Retaining walls 

Roundhouses 

Signs 

Sheds 

Stables 

Tanks 

Temporary buildings 
Tents 

Transformer vaults 
Trestles 

Water, transmission and radio 
towers 


Bridges 
Carbarns 
Coal pockets 
Fences 
Fire stations 
Gasoline filling stations 
Greenhouses 
Lumber yards 
Parking facilities 
Police stations 
Poles and flag poles 
Private garages 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

48-12. Buildings or structures hereafter designed or used for mixed occu- 
clusive comply W1 *k requirements of sections 48-12.1 to 48-12.5, in- 

designed or used for two or more occupancies, repre¬ 
senting different occupancy classifications, except in the case of auxiliary uses 
as described m section 48-12.2, shall be classified as a mixeHccupanc^ 

Roon l 8 .,“? d spaces normally provided and incidental to the 
P ° f a b and under the same management and control shall 

Sxed oc?upancy aUX ary US6S End Sha11 not be conside red as constituting a 

in Aujal j ary uses. a ^ a11 not introduce, any unusual hazard or danger unless 
penible U t^he prLip e al C re miSS10ner ° f building3 such biliary use is indis- 

ahaU bmited to a maximum of five per cent of the area 
bSni?* p , nncipal use provided however, that the commissioner of 

?f d the division marshal m charge of the bureau of fire prevention 
may jointly approve auxiliary uses exceeding said five per cent of the area of 

c^eas P eTrha^rds Gn “ ^ ° Pini ° n SUcb auxiliary P U ses do not unduly £ 

» « ^°u d ?, r \ g spaces and appurtenant driveways extending more than five feet 

^nM a nn U a^ mg f ° r . s ^ ruc . tare when used by vehicles with internal combustion en- 
p^nes on any street level floor within industrial units and storage units one storv 
m height, shall be limited to 20% of the floor area of the principal use and shall 
J?°Z. the principal ye by a loading platform' curb'ralTng“r o'S 
i^fono^ riCad i* The Y ehlcl 5 s ™ith internal combustion engines using such load- 
lon^e? a nprinH tvf PPUrtenant dnveways shall not remain inside the building for a 

in^nhauTf n i cessa J y for loading or unloading and while inside the build- 

mg shall at all times be under control of the driver. 

. Spaces classified as auxiliary uses shall comply with the anDlicahle ra 
quireinents of this code pertaining to the specific use but not requirefthe snecial 
separations as established in section 48-12.5 and shall not govern height or 
area limitations as established for the principal occupancy of the building 
[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] building. 

« i I?", 12 / 8 ' Wb? 11 a . building is occupied by two or more occunanriea not 
included in one classification, the provisions of this code applying to each use 
8 aIlaPPlJ : t0 Su . ch parts . of tbe budding as come within that classification. 

Height and area limitations in buildings of mixed occuDanev ahnll 
comply with the requirements of section 51-3. occupancy shall 

? ac £ occupancy in a building of mixed occupancy shall be whollv 
!® pa "£®d horizontally and vertically from any adjoining occupancy by com 
struction materials providing fire resistance as established in Table 48-12.5. 
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TABLE 48-12.5. REQUIRED SEPARATIONS IN BUILDINGS OF MIXED 

OCCUPANCY 

Fire Resistive Ratings in Hours 


Occupancy 

Classification 

A 

B 

C-l 

C-2 

C-3 

D 

E 

F ( 

H-l 

3 H-2 H-3 

I 

A. Residential 


3 

4 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 4 

(b) 

R. Institutional 

3 


4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

4(c) 

(b) 

(b) (b) 

(b) 

C-l. Large Assembly 

4 

4 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4(c) 

4(c) 4(c) 

(b) 

C-2. Small Assembly 

2 

4 

4 


4 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 4 

(b) 

C-3. Schools 

4 

3 

4 

4 

(e) 

4 

2 

4 

4(c) 

4(c) 4(c) 

(b) 

D. Open Air Assembly 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 


4 

4 

4 

4 4 

(bj 

E. Business 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 


(a) 

(a) 

(a) 2 

4 

F. Mercantile 

1 

4(c) 

4 

2 

4 

4 

(a) 


3 

(a) 3 

(b) 

O. Industrial 

4 

(b) 

4(c) 

4 

4(c) 

4 

(a) 

3 


(a) 4 

4 

JSr TT-i Storasrp 

4 

(b) 

4(c) 

4 

4(c) 

4 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

4 

4 


H-3. Garages 


(b) 4(c) 4 4(c) 4 


2 


3 


I. Hazardous Use 


(b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 4 


(b) 4 


(a) No special separation required 

(b) Mixed Occupancy not permitted 

(c) Unpierced separations . . ... 

(e) For trade or technical schools, shop portions of schools may be JbuJJt toa 0 ™ 1 ?}? 1 double 
requirements for Industrial buildings, but shall have four-hour Are.fnSiJts 1 w,th d b 
Class A fire doors between shop portions and academic portions of buildings. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 6-2-54, p. 7639.] 

48-12.6. (a) The interior of any building which adjoins a subway or other 

public space below grade not open to the sky, shall be separated from subway or 
other public space by walls or floors of solid masonry or reinforced concrete, or 
equal with a fire resistive rating of not less than 4 hours. 

(b) Every opening through a wall, required by this section to be used as 
an exit, shall be protected by a labeled outswinging Class A fire door. Such doors 
shall be equipped with approved panic hardware and may be single or pairs. 
Every other opening through such wall, not required as an exit shall be pro¬ 
tected with a Class A fire door. 

(c) No wall used in a separation required by this section shall be located 
more than twenty feet back from the subway or other public space. Show win¬ 
dows and display spaces may be located on the public side of such separating 
wall, but there shall not be more than one door opening into each show window 
or display space. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the entire space 
under any building or any portion of such space, or any passage through a build¬ 
ing from being used as a right-of-way or switching space for railroads or public 
carriers; provided, however, that such spaces or passages shall not be designed 
or used as a public thoroughfare nor as a parking space for motor vehicles where 
such use is prohibited by other sections of this code; and provided further, that 
such space is separated from the interior and adjacent parts of the building as 
required by this section for subways. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

48-13. When the requirements of this code are related to the maximum 
number of persons occupying a space or building such occupancy content shall 
be determined as provided in sections 48-13.1 and 48-13.2. 


48-13.1. Assembly Units and Open Air Assembly Units, the occupancy 
content shall be based on the capacity of the rooms or spaces used for assembly 
purposes and shall be determined as follows: 

(a) In rooms or spaces with fixed seating, the occupancy content 
shall be the actual number of seats provided. When no divisions between 
seats are provided, fixed seating shall be computed at eighteen inches 
per person. 

(b) In rooms or spaces without fixed seating, the occupancy content 
shall be determined by the dividing of the net floor area (excluding the areas 
occupied by elevators, toilet rooms, stairways, other shaft enclosures, and 




































5* 


Classification of Buildings by Occupancy 


by permanent fixtures such as bowling alleys, bars, cigar counters, exit facil¬ 
ities, entrance vestibules, lunch counters and serving spaces for same etc ) 
by the floor area per person established in the following table: 

_ Floor Area 

Occupancy per Person 

(1) School class rooms and recreation rooms.20 sq. ft 

(2) School laboratories and shops.30 sq. ft. 

(3) Museums, libraries and similar uses 20 sq ft 

<*> Restaurants . ...;"""""l5 sq! ft 

(O) Other assembly uses. 6 S q ft 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

.. In occupancies, other than Assembly Units, the occupancy con¬ 

tent shall be determined by dividing the net floor area within the perimeter 
of the space or building not including elevators, stairways, or other shaft en- 
c osures by the floor area per person established in the following table. 

_ Floor Area 

Occupancy p er Person 

Residential Units .125 sq. ft. 

Institutional Units . 150 sq . ft* 

Except nursing homes, sheltered care homes and homes for the aged: 
The occupancy content for these institutional units shall be 
determined in accordance with the following: 

(1) The minimum area of a single bedroom or sleeping 

room shall be not less than eighty square feet, not 
including space taken up by closets, for each pa¬ 
tient’s bed. 

(2) Each multiple bedroom shall have at least sixty 

square feet of floor area, not including any space 
taken up by closets, for each patient’s bed. 

Business Units .100 sq. ft. 

Mercantile Units 

First floor . . 30 sq. ft. 

Basement sales floor. 30 sq ft 

Other floors ."""" 60 sq! ft 

Industrial Units 

Power plants .400 S q. ft. 

Other industrial units .100 sq. ft. 

r . „ Storage Units . 300 S q. ft. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 7-9-58, p. 8000.] 4 


/ 
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CHAPTER 49 

CLASSIFICATION OF BUILDINGS BY CONSTRUCTION TYPE 


49- 1. Construction types 

49- 2. Type I, fire-resistive con¬ 

struction 

49- 3. Type II, non-combustible con¬ 
struction 

49- 4. Type III, exterior protected con¬ 
struction 

49- 4.1. Type III-A, heavy timber con¬ 
struction 

49- 4.2. Type III-B, and Type III-C, 
ordinary construction 

49- 5. Type IV, combustible frame 
construction 

49- 6. Mixed types of construction 


49- 7. Fire-resistive values 
49- 8. Fire-resistive requirements of 
types of construction 
49- 9. Exceptions to fire protection 
49- 9.1. Supporting members 
49- 9.2. Elevator framing 
49- 9.3. Lintels 
49- 9.4. Shelf angles 
49- 9.5. Mezzanine floors 
49-10. Basement construction 
49-10.1. Columns and bearing walls 
49-10.2. Sub-basements 
49-10.3. Floor construction 
49-11. Driveways and loading spaces 


49-1. All buildings shall be classified under four general types, according 
to the character of materials employed, their method of assembly, and the 
fire resistance which they afford as follows: 

Type I —Fire-Resistive Construction. 

Type 1-A. 

Type 1-B. 

Type 1-C. 

Type II —Non-Combustible Construction. 

Type m—Exterior Protected Construction. 

Type m-A—Heavy Timber. 

Type m-B—Ordinary. 

Type m-C—Ordinary. 

Type IV—Combustible Frame Construction. 

Type IV-A. 

Type IV-B. 


49-2. Type I, Fire-Resistive Construction, shall include Types I-A, I-B 
and I-C and shall be that construction in which all structural elements, in¬ 
cluding walls, bearing partitions, floors, ceilings, roofs and their supports, 
are of non-combustible materials, providing fire resistance as required in 
section 49-8. 

Subject to the provisions of chapter 62, combustible material may be 
used in buildings of fire-resistive construction for the following purposes: 

(a) Doors, door frames and bucks. 

(b) Windows and window frames. 

(c) Interior trim, including grounds and furring. 

(d) Finished flooring and sleepers. 

(e) Frames, platforms and aprons of exterior show windows at 
street level. 

(f) Handrails. 

(g) Interior wall and ceiling finishes. 

(h) Roof insulation. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 


49-3. Type H, Non-Combustible Construction, shall be that construction 
in which all structural elements, including walls, bearing partitions, floors, ceil¬ 
ings, roofs and their supports, are of non-combustible materials but which are 
generally not fire protected except as required in section 49-8. 

Subject to the provisions of chapter 62, combustible material may be used 
in buildings of non-combustible construction for the following purposes: 
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(a) Doors, door frames and bucks. 

(b) Windows and window frames. 

(c) Interior trim, including grounds and furring. 

(d) Finished flooring and sleepers. 

level. (e> Frame3 ’ P latforms an <i aprons of exterior show windows, at street 

(f) Handrails. 

(g) Interior wall and ceiling finishes. 

(h) Roof insulation. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

ttt mr- 6 ^ E J Ct n ri i? r Pr ° tected Construction, shall include Types IH-A, 

UI-B and HI-C and shall be that construction in which all exterior walls are 

bv ^ectio^4Q S S bl Th mat f rial f S P r V ? d ‘ ng fire resistance not less than required 

So“JsS'SfiwT” 18 the “ erlor ,ramiag shaU be ™ 

.ur.i 4 ^;„M £,T.Xa° VS 1 ££n”*' !rior stn,c ‘ 

Jf > W° od members of heavy timber construction shall be arranged 
so that there will be no concealed spaces within the construction. 

(b) Columns shall have a minimum dimension of eight inches, 
of six C by F ten r in f chS ing members sha11 have minimum nominal dimensions 

nomiffi ^L'r , S S s “n c hS': e ” ePt tn “ ses ' Sha " have a 

faembers of roof trusses shall have minimum nominal dimen¬ 
sions of four inches by six inches with the following exceptions: 

(1) Members may consist of two or more pieces of three-inch 
?w5 a hv hlCkDe£ ? Wlth intervenin f? spaces blocked solidly or tightly 

Snal thfck C n 0 e n ss nU0US ^ Plate ° f n0t leSS than two inc * 

whJ 2 inS»rw er may be 5 educed to three-inch nominal thickness 
roof n deck teCted by &n a PP roved automatic sprinkler system under the 

Wood floors shall be splined or tongue and grooved planks of not 
IhI three-inch nominal thickness or of laminated planking laid on 
, d ® e ° f not tess than four-inch nominal thickness. A top flooring of not 
less than one inch nominal thickness shall be added to the structural floor! 

than a2r R< !? f Construction shall be of construction not less fire resistive 
° r t0 , ngue and ^ooved planks of not less than two-inch nom- 

Inci noSSaf thickness 1 ! P g laid ° Q edge ° f not Iess than three ’ 

tion maV boused? 11011 COnforming to the requirements of Type I construc- 
[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

ss^issssrs^ssr ” ia pa « &XSS& 

are ent,rely or in part of wood or other materials not more ?omfi,b!e thap 
49-6. When two or more types of construction occur in the same building 

p!« wST” * ‘ h,S CO<,e apP,y '” g 10 each W »' construction shall £ S' 
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4 ?‘ 7 i‘i , The degree ? f fire resistance of materials, assemblies and construc¬ 
tion shall be measured in terms of the number of hours of satisfactory perform¬ 
ance as determined by the requirements of section 65-4. 

49-8. The fire resistive values required for the various elements for each 
type of construction shall be as established in Table 49-8 and section 49-9. 


TABLE 49-8. REQUIRED HOURS OF FIRE RESISTANCE FOR 
TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION 





Type I 
-Resisti 



Type III 

Exterior Protected 

Type IV 
Combustible 
Frame 


Description 

Fire 

ive 

Type II 
Non- 
Combus¬ 
tible 

Heavy Ordinary 

T i m Knr*_ 


Type 

1-A 

Type 

1-B 

Type 

1-C 

Type 

III-A 

Type 

III-B 

Type 

III-C 

Type 

IV-A 

Type 

IV-B 

1. 

Exterior Bearing 

Walls 

4(d) 

3(d) 

2 

N.C. 

4(d) 

3(d) 

3(d) 

1 

%(e) 

2. 

Exterior Non-Bear¬ 
ing Wall 











Outside Exposure 

2(d) 

2(d) 

2(d) 

N.C. 

2(d) 

2(d) 

2(d) 

} 



Inside Exposure (a) 

4 

3 

2 

N.C. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

%(e) 


Inside Exposure (b) 

3 

2 

2 

N.C. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

%'(e> 


Inside Exposure (c) 

2 

2 

1 

N.C. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ms(e) 

3. 

Interior Bearing 
Walls 

4 

3 

2 

N.C. 

3 

l(j) 

%(e) 

1 

s /4 (e) 

4. 

Interior Non-Bear¬ 
ing Walls & Parti¬ 
tions 

(g) 

(g) 

(g) 

(g) 

(g) 

(g) 

%(e) 

(g) 

%(e)(l) 

5. 

Exterior Columns 

4 

3 

2 

N.C. 

4 

2 

2 

1 

% (e) 

6. 

Interior Columns 











Supporting Roofs 
Only 

3 

2 

1 

N.C. 

(h) 

%<f) 

%(ty 

y.-(f) 

%(f) 


Other Columns 

4 

3 

2 

N.C. 

(h) 

1 

%(e) 

i 

% (e) 

7. 

Beams, Girders & 
Trusses 











Supporting Roofs 
Only 

2(k) 

2 (k) 

1 (k) 

N.C. 

(h) 

'H(f) 

%(f) 

%(f> 

H(f) 


Other Beams, Gird¬ 
ers & Trusses 

3 

2 

1 

N.C. 

(h) 

1 

(e) 

i 

Vz (e) 

8. 

Floor Construction 

3 

2 

1 

N.C. 

(h) 

l 

H(e) 

i 

’4(e) 

9 

Roof Construction 

2 (k) 

2(k) 

Kk) 

N.C. 

(h) 

H(f) 

%(f) 

Vi (f) 

% (f)(1) 


Notes Pertaining to Table 49-8 

N.C.—Non-Combustible. 

(a) Storage, Industrial and Hazardous occupancies. 

(b) Business and Mercantile occupanc'es. 

(c) Residential, Institutional and Assembly occupancies. 

(d) When exterior walls face a street, public open space, yard or court 
not less than thirty feet in width, such walls may be of non-combustible ma¬ 
terials providing fire resistance from outside exposure as follows: 

(1) Exterior bearing walls of buildings of Types I-A and III-A con¬ 
struction—3 hours. 


(2) Exterior bearing walls of buildings of Types I-B, IH-B and HI-C 
construction—2 hours. 

(3) Exterior non-bearing walls of buildings of Types I-A, I B, I-C, 
III-A, m-B and HI-C construction—1 hour. 
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(e) Fire resistive protection shall be required in all buildings except in 
one-story industrial and storage units, private garages and the various build¬ 
ings and structures listed in sections 50-3.1 and 50-4.1. For single famil y 
residential units, interior facings on wood framings of exterior walls, or ceil¬ 
ings under non-habitable spaces, shall be of material providing not less than 
fifteen minutes’ protection. 

(f) Fire protection of roof construction and columns supporting such roof 

only shall not be required in one-story buildings of Assembly, 
Business, Mercantile, Industrial and Storage occupancies except as provided in 
section 54-6.7. 

(g) See sections 62-3 to 62-6, inclusive. 

(h) See section 49-4.1. 

(j) The use of combustible construction other than heavy timber con¬ 
struction for load-bearing walls or load-bearing partitions shall be limited to 
the support of not more than two floors and a roof. 

(k) Fire protection shall not be required for construction located at a 
distance of twenty feet or more above any floor, mezzanine or balcony. One 
hour construction only shall be required for construction located fourteen feet 
or more above any floor, mezzanine or balcony. 

(l) In single family residential units not over one story high having a 

floor area not exceeding 1000 square feet, non-bearing partitions may be of 
such materials as will have a fire resistance rating not less than a wood stud 
partition covered on both sides with one-half inch exterior grade plywood which 
will have a flame spread rating of not to exceed 30, and which will withstand 
wUb m n Pa fir equi Y a . lent t0 6 f ° at 3% feet. Ceiling material may be similar 

stud, Ti-M'p’lres.f such coverl “ 5 one side °' sald 

u-deftt 4M * h * u * 

,, T he , fire-resistive value of any structural member shall be not less 

than the required fire-resistive rating of construction supported by such member. 

49-9.2. Structural members or frames for elevators, located wholly within 
projected Shaf4 enclosures or in Penthouses, shall not be required to 7 be fire 

., 49 ‘®- 3 - Linteis over masonry wall openings not exceeding five feet in clear 
width shall not be required to be fire protected. 

49-9.4. Members, supporting wall facing which is not more than four and 
one-haif inches in thickness and securely anchored or bonded to backing, shall 
K ired t0 j*® , fl £ e P rotecte d> provided that such members are properly 
supported by spandrel beams or lintels which are fire protected as required 
m section 49-o. n 

49-9.5. In buildings of business, mercantile, industrial and storage occu- 
pancies, meizzanine floors and the supports thereof of non-combustible materials 
shall not be required to be fire protected, provided that the aggregate area of 
such mezzanines shall not exceed ten per cent of the floor area in the first story 
nor five per cent of the floor area in any other story. y 

49-10. Basement construction shall comply with the special fire resistive 
requirements of sections 49-10.1 to 49-10.3, inclusive. 

TTT 49 :l°-4- all buildings more than two stories and attic in height of Types 
IV-A construction, all basement columns and basement bearing 
walls shall be of non-combustible materials or of heavy timber construction. 

49-10.2. When more than one basement story is provided, the floor con¬ 
struction separating the basements from the first floor and all construction 
below that level shall be of Type I-A construction. 
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49-10.3. (a) Except in Single Family and Two Family Dwellings, floor 

construction over basements shall provide fire resistance of not less than one 
hour. 

(b) In buildings of Types III-B, III-C, IV-A and IV-B construction, fire 
protection shall not be required for floor construction over unexcavated spaces 
below the first floor, nor for floor construction over basements in single family 
dwellings. [Amend. Coun. J. 9-20-50, p. 6925.] 

49-11. Driveways and loading spaces extending into a building and com¬ 
plying with the requirements of an auxiliary use under the provisions of section 
48-12.2 shall be enclosed as follows: 

(a) Except in buildings of Industrial or Storage occupancy, the floors 
of such spaces and the floor construction separating such spaces from a 
floor above shall be of construction providing fire resistance of not less 
than three hours. The walls of such spaces shall be of construction not 
less fire resistant than required for the exterior walls of the building. 

(b) In buildings of Industrial and Storage occupancy, no enclosures 
shall be required, provided however that the floor below such spaces shall 
be of construction providing fire resistance of not less than three hours. 
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CHAPTER 50 

LOCATION LIMITATIONS 


50-1. Fire districts 
50-2. Projections beyond main 
building- walls 

50-2.1. Combustible frame construction 

50-2.2. Non-combustible construction 

50-2.3. Frontage requirement 

50-2.4. Zoning requirements 

50-3. Limitations in fire district No. 1 

50-3.1. Construction types 

50-3.2. Roof covering 

50-3.3. Hazardous use units 

50-4. Limitations in fire district No. 2 


50-4.1. Construction types 
50-4.2. Roof coverings 
50-5. Limitations in fire district No. 3 
50-5.1. Construction types 
50-5.2. Roof coverings 
50-6. Changes to existing buildings in 
fire districts 

50-7. Buildings located in two 
districts 

50-8. Boundaries of fire districts 


50-1. Three fire districts are hereby established as follows: 

Fire District No. 1. 

Fire District No. 2. 

Fire District No. 3. 

The boundaries of each fire district shall be as established in section 50-8. 

Location on Property 

50-2. Eaves, cornices, ornamental projections, chimneys, buttresses, etc., 
shall not project beyond main building walls more than one-third of the distance 
to interior lot lines. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

50-2.1. Buildings of Type IV-A and IV-B construction, when permitted, 
shall be located not less than six feet from interior lot lines and not less than 
twelve feet from any other building on the same lot with the following excep¬ 
tions : 

(a) Private garage having a floor area not exceeding five hundred 
square feet may be located not less than one foot from an interior lot line 
excepting as required by zoning ordinance. 

(b) Any building having exterior wall construction providing fire re¬ 
sistance of not less than one hour may be located not less than three feet 

rom an interior lot line and not less than six feet from another building 
on the same lot. 6 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

fwJ 0 ;?'?', Buildin gs of Typeconstruction shall be located not less than 
Jiree feet from an interior lot line and not less than six feet from another 
ic U1 ,^ n X° n f^ e ® ame , lot . untess the wall facing such lot line or adjoining building* 
is constructed of materials providing fire resistance of not less than two hours 
and with all openings protected as required in section 62-2.4. 

50-2.3. Every building or structure, except accessory buildings, shall 
front on a street or pub he way not less than thirty feet wide or shall have access 
to such a street or public way by means of an unobstructed open area not less 
than ten feet wide. 

50-2.4. Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted to prevent the appli¬ 
cation of location limitations required by the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 

5 ,°* 3 - Buildings or structures hereafter erected in Fire District No. 1 shall 
comply with the requirements of sections 50-3.1 to 50-3.3, inclusive. 

50-3.1. Buildings or structures of Types IV-A and IV-B construction shall 
not be erected hereafter in Fire District No. 1 except for the following uses: 

(a) Fences not exceeding ten feet in height. 

(b) Temporary platforms, reviewing stands, builders’ shanties and 
similar miscellaneous structures erected for a limited period of time as 
approved by the commissioner of buildings. 
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(c) Coal and material bins, water towers and trestles constructed of 
heavy timber having minimum sizes conforming to the requirements of 
Type III-A, Heavy Timber Construction. 

(d) Storm enclosures not exceeding twelve feet in height, nor more 
than three feet wider than the entrance doors which they serve. 

(e) Boathouses not exceeding 1,500 square feet in area nor twenty-five 
feet in height. 

(f) Tanks. 

(h) Miscellaneous structures as provided in chapter 61. 

50-3.2. All roof coverings shall be of Class A or Class B materials com¬ 
plying with the requirements of section 62-8. 

50-3.3. The limitation of Hazardous Use Units in Fire District No. 1 shall 
be in accordance with the provisions of chapter 60 of this code. 

50-4. Every building or structure hereafter erected in Fire District No. 2 
shall comply with the requirements of sections 50-4.1 and 50-4.2. 

50-4.1. Buildings or structures of Type IV-B construction shall not be 
erected hereafter in Fire District No. 2 except for the following uses: 

(a) All uses permitted in Fire District No. 1. 

(b) Frame porches complying with the requirements of section 62-7.4. 

(c) Miscellaneous structures as provided in chapter 61. 

(d) Portable buildings used solely for school purposes, provided that 
no such unit shall be kept on a single site for a period of more than five 
years after the date of issue of the original permit and provided also that 
each such unit shall in no case be nearer than ten feet to any other building 
at any point. 

50-4.2. All roof coverings shall be of Class A, Class B or Class C materials 
complying with the requirements of section 62-8. 

50-5. Every building or structure hereafter erected in Fire District No. 3 
shall comply with the requirements of sections 50-5.1 and 50-5.2. 

50-5.1. Buildings and structures hereafter erected in Fire District No. 3 
may be of any type of construction permitted under the height and area limita¬ 
tions established in chapter 51 and complying with other provisions of this code. 

50-5.2. All roof coverings shall be of Class A, Class B or Class C materials. 

50-6. No existing building shall be increased in height or area unless it is 
of a type of construction permitted for new buildings in the fire district in 
which it is located or is altered to comply with requirements for such type of 
construction. 

50-7. Buildings located partly in one fire district and partly in another 
shall be considered to be in the more restricted fire district when more than 
one-third of its total floor area is located in such district. 

50-8. The boundaries of Fire Districts shall be as follows: 

(a) Fire District No. 1. 

Fire District No. 1 shall include the territory bounded on the east by Lake 
Michigan, on the west by the center line of Halsted Street and Halsted Street, 
on the north by the center line of Chicago Avenue and Chicago Avenue, and 
on the south by the center line of Roosevelt Road and Roosevelt Road. 

(b) Fire District No. 2. 

Fire District No. 2 shall include the territory within the “fire limits” and 
“provisional fire limits” as established in chapter 89 of this code, except the 
territory included within Fire District No. 1. 

(c) Fire District No. 3. 

Fire District No. 3 shall include all territory within the corporate limits of 
the city except the territory included within Fire District No. 1 and the ter¬ 
ritory included within Fire District No. 2. 
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CHAPTER 51 


HEIGHT AND AREA LIMITATIONS 


51-1. Height limitations 

51-1.1. Application of height limitations 

51-1.2. Maximum allowable heights of 


buildings 


51-2.2. Area limitations—one story 
buildings 

51-2.3. Area limitations—multi-story 
buildings 


51-1.3. Exceptions to height limitations 

51-2. Area limitations 

51-2.1. Application of area limitations 


51-2.4. Exceptions to area limitations 
51-3. Mixed occupancy 
51-3.1. Height and area limitations 
51-3.2. Exceptions to height limitations 


51-1. Every building or structure hereafter erected shall conform to the 
requirements of height limitation as provided in sections 51-1.1 to 51-1.3, in¬ 
clusive. 


51-1.1. (a) The maximum height of buildings shall be governed by the 

occupancy classification and type of construction as required in this chapter. 

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted to prevent the application 
of other limitations required by the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 

(c) The height in feet shall be taken as the vertical distance from the 
average grade to the highest point of the building. In determining height limits, 
parapet walls not exceeding three feet in height, pent-houses, roof tanks, bulk¬ 
heads, chimneys and similar roof structures shall not be included unless the 
aggregate of such structures exceeds one-third of the area of the roof of the 
building. 

(d) The number of stories shall be taken as the actual number of stories 
above grade. The following shall not be regarded as stories: 

(1) Basements having a ceiling height of not more than seven feet 
above grade, when permitted by zoning ordinance. 

(2) Mezzanine floors or balconies having an area not exceeding 
twenty per cent of the floor area of the story in which they occur. In one 
story building of Types II, IH-A or III-B construction when unlimited 
areas are permitted, mezzanine floors shall not exceed 8,000 square feet 
in area. 

(3) Enclosed monitor spaces in Industrial or Storage Units used only 
for employees* toilets, lockers or similar uses. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 


51-1.2. Except as provided in section 51-1.3, no building shall be hereafter 
erected or altered to exceed the maximum allowable heights established in 
Table 51-1.2. 
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TABLE 51-1.2. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE HEIGHTS OF BUILDINGS 


Occupancy 

Classification 




Construction Type 





I-A 

I-B 

I-C 

II 

III-A III-B 

III-C 

IV-A 

IV-B 

A. Residential 

Stories 

NL 

12 

6 

1 

4 4 

2(a) 

2(a) 

2(a) 


Feet 

NL 

150 

80 

20 

55 55 

30 

30 

30 

B. Institutional 

Stories 

NL 

10 

4 

1 

1 1 

NP 

NP 

NP 


Feet 

NL 

130 

55 

20 

20 20 




C-l. Large Assembly 

Stories 

NL 

8 

2 

NP 

2 2 

NP 

NP 

NP 


Feet 

NL 

105 

50 

— 

50 50 




C-2. Small Assembly 

Stories 

NL 

10 

4 

1 

2 2 

1 

1 

1 


Feet 

NL 

130 

55 

30 

50 50 

30 

30 

30 

C-3. Schools 

Stories 

NL 

10 

4 

1 

2 2 

1 

1 

1 


Feet 

NL 

130 

55 

20 

30 30 

20 

20 

20 

D. Open Air Assembly 


Maximum 

heights established in 

Cha*pter 55 


E. Business 

Stories 

NL 

12 

6(b) 

1 

5(b) 4 

3 

1 

1 


Feet 

NL 

150 

80(b) 

20 

65(b) 55 

45 

20 

20 

F. Mercantile 

Stories 

NL 

8 

4 

1 

5(b) 3 

2 

1 

1 


Feet 

NL 

105 

55 

20 

65(b) 45 

30 

20 

20 

G-l. Industrial Low 

Stories 

NL 

12 

6(b) 

2 

5(b) 4 

3 

1 

1 

Hazard 

Feet 

NL 

150 

80(b) 

40 

65(b) 55 

45 

30 

30 

G-2. Industrial Moderate 

Stories 

8(c) 

5(b) 

4(b) 

1 

5(b) 4 

2(b) 

1 

1 

Hazard 

Feet 

105(c) 

65(b) 

55(b) 

40 

65(b) 55 

30(b) 

30 

30 

H-l. Storage Low 

Stories 

NL 

12 

6(b) 

2 

5(b) 4 

3 

1 

1 

Hazard 

Feet 

NL 

150 

80(b) 

40 

65(b) 55 

45 

30 

30 

H-2. Storage Moderate 

Stories 

8(c) 

5(b) 

4(b) 

1 

5(b) 3(b) 2(b) 

1 

1 

Hazard 

Feet 

105(c) 

65(b) 

55(b) 

40 

65(b) 45(b) 30(b) 

30 

30 

H-3. Garages 

Stories 

4(c) 

3 

3 

1 

2 2 

1 

NP 

NP 


Feet 

55(c) 

40 

40 

20 

30 30 

20 



I. Hazardous Use 


Maximum allowable 

heights established in Chapter 60 

J. Miscellaneous Build¬ 










ings and Structures 

Maximum 

allowable heights 

established 

in Chapter 61 



NOTES: 


(a) Attic floor allowed in addition when used for storage purposes only. 

(b) One additional story and fifteen feet additional height allowed 

when the building is equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler 

system. 

(c) Height shall not be limited when building is equipped throughout 

with an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

NP—Not permitted. 

NL—Not limited. 

51-1.3. Towers, steeples and similar structures, not intended or used for 
hu m a n occupancy and not exceeding in area twenty-five per cent of the ground 
area of the building on which they are erected, may be erected to a height not 
exceeding sixty feet above the height limitations established in section 51-1.2, 
except that water tanks or towers for fire protection purposes, whether sup¬ 
ported directly on buildings or on independent ground structures, may be 
erected to a height not exceeding sixty feet above the maximum height of the 
building or group of buildings which is served or protected by such water tanks. 

51-2. Every building or structure hereafter erected shall conform to the 
requirements of area limitations as provided in sections 51-2.1 to 51-2.4, in¬ 
clusive. 

51-2.1. (a) The maximum floor area of buildings shall be governed by 

the occupancy classification, the number of stories and the type of construction 
as required in this section. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prevent the application 
of other area restrictions required by the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 
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(c) In the application of area limitations, each part of a building separated 
from all other parts of the building by fire walls as defined in section 62-1.1 
shall be deemed to be a separate building. 

51-2.2. Except as provided in section 51-2.4, the floor area of any one- 
story building shall not exceed the basic areas established in Table 51-2.2. 


TABLE 51-2.2. BASIC MAXIMUM AREAS—ONE-STORY BUILDINGS 

(SQUARE FEET) 


Occupancy 

Classification 




Construction 

Type 




I-A 

I-B 

I-C 

11 

1II-A 

III-B 

III-C 

IV-A 

IV-B 

A. Residential NL 

NL 

24,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

8,000 

5,000 

3,000 

B. Institutional NL 

NL 

16,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

C-l. Large As¬ 
sembly 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 20,000(a) 
24,000 8,000 

25.000(a) 

10,000 

20.000(a) 

8,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

C-2. Small As- NL 
sembly 

NL 

NL(a) 20,000(a) 
24,000 8,000 

25.000(a) 

10,000 

20.000(a) 

8,000 

NP(b) NP(b) NP(b) 
5.000(c) 3.000(c) 1.500(c) 

C-3. Schools 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 20.000(a) 
24,000 8,000 

25,000(a)20,000(a) 
10,000 8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

D. Open Air 
Assembly 



Maximum areas 

established in Chapter 55 



E. Business 

NL 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

15,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

10,000 

6,000 

4,000 

F. Mercantile 

NL 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

10,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

10,000 

8,000 

5,000 

3,000 

G-l. Industrial NL 
Low Hazard 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

15,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

10,000 

6,000 

4,000 

G-2. Industrial 
Moderate 
Hazard 

NL 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

10,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

10,000 

8,000 

5,000 

3,000 

H-l. Storage NL 

Low Hazard 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

15,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

10,000 

6,000 

4,000 

H-2. Storage 
Moderate 
Hazard 

NL 

NL 

NL 

NL(a) 

10,000 

NL(a) 

12,000 

NL(a) 

10,000 

8,000 

5,000 

3,000 

H-3. Garages 40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

15,000 

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

NP 

NP 

I. Hazardous 
Use 



Maximum areas 

established in Chapter 60 



J. Miscellane¬ 
ous Build¬ 
ings and 
Structures 



Maximum areas 

established in Chapter 61 




NOTES: NL—Not Limited. In buildings of unlimited area, no portion of such 
buildings shall be more than 300 feet from an exterior wall 
facing an open, accessible space not less than 30 feet wide con¬ 
sisting of a public way, railroad right-of-way, waterway, park 
or a court, accessible from a public way; except that such maxi¬ 
mum distance from an exterior wall may be not more than 500 
feet in buildings of Low Hazard Industrial or Low Hazard 
Storage Units. 

NP—Not Permitted. 

(a) These areas permitted only when the first floor construction 
and all construction below the first floor level is of Type I-A 
construction. 

(b) Theatres. 

(c) Assembly units other than Theatres. 

See section 51-2.4 for allowable increase in areas for frontage 
and automatic sprinkler equipment. 
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51-2.3. Except as provided in section 51-2.4, the area of any floor of a 
building exceeding one story in height shall not exceed the basic areas established 
in Table 51-2.3, multiplied by the following factors: 


Number of Stories Factor 

2 1.00 

3 .90 

4 .85 

5 .80 

f> .75 

7 .70 

8 or more .65 


TABLE 51-2.3. BASIC MAXIMUM AREAS—MULTI-STORY BUILDINGS 

(SQUARE FEET) 



Occupancy 

Classification 




Construction 

Type 





1 - A 

l-B 

1-C 

11 

II1-A 

I1I-B 

1II-C 1V-A 

IV-B 

A. 

Residential 

NL 

NL 

20,000 

NP 

8,000 

8,000 

6,000 4,000 

2,000 

B. 

Institutional 

24,000 

16,000 

12,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

NP 

NP 

NP 

C-l. 

Large Assembly 

NL 

NL 

16,000 

NP 

6,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

C-2. 

Small Assembly 

NL 

NL 

16,000 

NP 

6,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

C-3. 

Schools 

NL 

NL 

16,000 

NP 

6,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

D. 

Open Air Assembly 


Maximum 

areas 

established in 

Chapter 

55 


E. 

Business 

NL 

NL 

20,000 

NP 

10,000 

10,000 

8,000 

NP 

NP 

P. 

Mercantile 

30,000 

20,000 

16,000 

NP 

8,000 

8,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

G-l. 

Industrial Low Hazard 

NL 

30,000 

20,000 

10,000 10,000 

10,000 

8,000 

NP 

NP 

G-2. 

Industrial Moderate 
Hazard 

30,000 

20,000 

16,000 

NP 

8,000 

8,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

H-l. 

Storage Low Hazard 

NL 

30,000 

20,000 

10,000 10,000 

10,000 

8,000 

NP 

NP 

H-2. 

Storage Moderate 

Hazard 

30,000 

20,000 

16,000 

NP 

8,000 

8,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

H-3. 

Garages 

25,000 

15,000 

10,000 

NP 

6,000 

6,000 

NP 

NP 

NP 

I. 

Hazardous Use 


Maximum 

areas established in 

Chapter 

60 


J. 

Miscellaneous Buildings 
and Structures 


Maximum 

areas established in 

Chapter 

61 



NOTES: NL—Not Limited. In buildings of unlimited area, no portion of such 
buildings shall be more than 300 feet from an exterior wall 
facing an open, accessible space not less than 30 feet wide 
consisting of a public way, railroad right-of-way, waterway, park 
or a court, accessible from a public way; except that such 
maximum distance from an exterior wall may be not more than 
500 feet in buildings of Low Hazard Industrial or Low Hazard 
Storage Units. 

NP—Not Permitted. 

See section 51-2.4 for allowable increase in areas for frontage 
and automatic sprinkler equipment. 


51-2.4. (a) Area Increase for Street Frontage and Separation. 

In buildings except Institutional and Assembly Units, when more than 
twenty-five percent of the perimeter of a building faces a public street or other 
open area not less than thirty feet wide accessible to a public street, the allow¬ 
able basic floor area may be increased as follows: 

(1) When (I) equals the percentage by which areas established in sections 
51-2.2 and 51-2.3 may be increased, ‘P’ equals the perimeter of the building and 
‘F* equals the frontage, the following formula shall be used: 


Such increase shall not exceed 100% of the established basis floor area. 
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(b) Area Increase for Sprinklers. 

Floor areas may be increased 100 per cent of the areas established in 
sections 51-2.2, 51-2.3 and 51-2.4 (a) when the building is equipped through¬ 
out with an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

(c) Areas of Basements. 

The area of a basement shall not exceed the maximum floor area per¬ 
mitted for the building; provided, however, that every basement exceeding 
40,000 square feet in area shall be subdivided by fire walls complying with 
the requirements of section 62-1 into areas not exceeding 40,000 square feet. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

51-3. Buildings or structures of mixed occupancy hereafter erected, altered 
or converted shall be governed by the height and area limitations applying to 
the occupancy having the most restrictive limitations. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, 
p. 8380.] 

51-3.1. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

51-3.2. [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 
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CHAPTER 52 

RESIDENTIAL UNITS 


52-1. General requirements 
52-2. Special enclosures and 
separations 

52-3. Basement ventilation 
52-4. Minimum room areas 


52-5. Ceiling heights 


52-6. Room arrangement 


52-7. Basement rooms 
52-8. Private garages 
52-9. Stairway location 



AQ o ni_11 1- . 7 Z .1 ^ F.Awcoiucimai KJIUL as ucimeu m section 

m-z shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also with the 
general Provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including, but not 
limited to, the following: 

Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy . 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Section 50-3, 50-4, 50-5, Limitations within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations. 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Section 62-3. Protection of Stairs, Shafts and Vertical Openings. 
Section 62-4. Enclosure of Heating Plants and Boiler Rooms. 

Section 62-5. Other Enclosures and Separations. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 

Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-1. Court and Yard Requirements. 

Section 66-2. Natural Lighting. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-4. Alcoves. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 
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Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 
Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 

Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 

Section 67-12. Ramps. 

Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 

Section 67-15. Exterior Stairs. 

Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 

Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 

Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. 
Chapter 69. 
Chapter 70. 
Chapter 71. 
Chapter 72. 
Chapter 73. 
Chapter 74. 
Chapter 75. 
Chapter -76. 


Minimum Design Loads. 

Materials, Methods and Tests . 
Foundations. 

Masonry Construction . 

Wood Construction. 

Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Steel and Metal Construction. 
Safety Requirements . 

Safeguards During Construction. 


Chapter 77. Use of Public Property . 
Chapter 78. Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79. Elevators . 

Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 
Chapter 80. Heating . 

Chapter 81. Ventilation . 


Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements . 

52-2. (a) In all Multiple Dwellings every dwelling unit shall be separated 

from all other parts of the building by walls or partitions of non-combustible 
construction, or of construction consisting of wood studs with metal lath and 
plaster, or an equivalent non-combustible surface material, or with perforated 
gypsum board and plaster, or an equivalent non-combustible surface material, 
and shall provide fire resistance of not less than one hour. 

(b) In Multiple Dwellings partitions, floor construction and ceiling con¬ 
struction enclosing public corridors shall be of non-combustible construction, 
or shall be constructed of wood joists or wood studs with metal lath and 
plaster, or an equivalent non-combustible surface material, or perforated 
gypsum board and plaster, or an equivalent non-combustible surface material, 
and shall provide fire resistance of not less than one hour. Any openings shall 
be protected by doors having fire resistance of not less than a 1%" solid flush 
panel door with a rebated frame of solid material 1%" thick or metal frames of 
not less than #16 guage. 

(c) Multiple Dwellings, except buildings of Type I-A, I-B, or I-C construc¬ 
tion, shall be divided into areas not exceeding 5,000 square feet by vertical 
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separations providing fire resistance of not less than two hours and ex¬ 
tending from the basement floor to the underside of the roof sheathing. All 
openings in such vertical separations shall be protected with Class C fire doors. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

52-3. Basements in Single and Two Family Dwellings shall be provided 
with windows or other openable devices providing openings to the outside air of 
not less than two per cent of the floor area. 

52-4. (a) When a room is used for cooking, dining and living purposes, 

it shall have a floor area of not less than 180 square feet. 

(b) At least one room in every family unit shall have a floor area of not 
less than 150 square feet. 

(c) Kitchens or dining space shall have a floor area of not less than sixty 
square feet. 

(d) All other habitable rooms shall have a floor area of not less than 
seventy square feet. 

(e) Alcoves complying with the requirements of section 66-4 shall not be 
considered as separate rooms. 

52-5. The minimum ceiling height in a habitable room shall be not less 
than seven feet six inches except as follows: 

(a) Rooms under sloping roofs shall have a minimum ceiling height 
of seven feet six inches for not less than fifty per cent of the floor area 
having a ceiling height of five feet or more. No portion of the floor area 
having a ceiling height of less than five feet shall be considered as a part 
of the required floor area. 

(b) In any room, beams or furred spaces constituting not more than 
twenty per cent of the ceiling area may have a height of not less than 
seven feet. 

52-6. (a) Access to each dwelling unit shall be provided without passing 

through any part of any other dwelling unit. 

(b) Access to any required exit of a dwelling unit from all habitable rooms 
shall be provided without passing through a bedroom, bathroom or toilet room. 

52-7. Habitable rooms shall be permitted in a basement only when the floor 
is not more than two feet below finished grade level at all exterior walls contain¬ 
ing openings required for natural light and ventilation. 

52-8. Private garages shall comply with the requirements of section 61-8. 

52-9. Stairways serving second floors in Class A-l buildings shall be in¬ 
terior stairways. [Added. Coun. J. 8-15-51, p. 813.] 







70 


CHAPTER 53 

INSTITUTIONAL UNITS 


53-1. General requirements 
53-2. Jails 

53-3. Special enclosures and 


53-5. Storage of flammable films 
53-6. Court and yard requirements 
53-7. Minimum room areas 
53-8. Ceiling heights 
53-9. Basement rooms 


separations 

53-4. Operating rooms 


53-1. Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of an Institutional Unit as defined in 
section 48-3 shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also 
with the general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including, but not 
limited to the fallowing: 

Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy . 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations . 

Section 50-2. Location on property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitations within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations. 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures and Separations. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 

Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-2. Natural Lighting. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 

Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 
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Section 67-10. 
Section 67-11. 
Section 67-12. 
Section 67-13. 
Section 67-16. 
Section 67-17. 
Section 67-18. 


Stairs. 

Smokeproof Towers. 
Ramps. 

Horizontal Exits. 
Fire Escapes. 

Exit Lighting. 

Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. rf 
Chapter 69. 
Chapter 70. 
Chapter 71. 
Chapter 72. 
Chapter 73. 
Chapter 74. 
Chapter 75. 
Chapter 76. 
Chapter 77. 
Chapter 78. 
Chapter 79. 


Minimum Design Loads. 

Materials , Methods and Tests. 
Foundations. 

Masonry Construction. 

Wood Construction. 

Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Steel and Metal Construction. 
Safety Requirements. 

Safeguards during Construction. 
Use of Public Property. 

Existing Buildings. 

Elevators. 


Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 


Chapter 80. Heating. 
Chapter 81. Ventilation. 


Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 

53-2. (a) Jails shall be only of Types I-A, I-B or I-C construction, except 

that jails or lockups having an occupancy of not more than ten prisoners may be 
of Types II, III-A or IH-B construction. 

(b) Natural light and ventilation for cells and lockups shall be furnished by 
openings to the outside air complying with the requirements of chapter 66. Such 
openings may be in a wall on the opposite of a corridor or gallery providing that 
the only obstruction thereto consists of the required restraining bars and devices. 

53-3. (a) Partitions enclosing corridors required as a means of exit and 

partitions enclosing bedrooms or bed wards shall be of non-combustible construc¬ 
tion providing fire resistance of not less than one hour. All door openings in such 
partitions shall be protected with doors not less fire resistive than solid wood 
doors one and three-fourths inches thick. Glazed openings required for observa¬ 
tion shall be protected with materials not less fire resistive than wire glass one- 
quarter inch thick. 

(b) In every Institutional Unit hereafter erected, altered or converted, over 
two stories in height, every floor over 8,000 square feet which contains bed rooms 
or wards shall be divided into two areas by a standard fire wall as provided in 
section 62-1. The openings in said fire wall shall be protected by standard Class 
A, double, automatic fire doors and the corridor openings and the doorways of 
rooms used for patients shall be wide enough to permit passage of the patients' 
beds. 

53-4. The construction and equipment of operating rooms shall also comply 
with the requirements of section 88-550.22 of the Electrical Code. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.1 
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Institutional Units 


„ . 5 ^ 5 ', f 11 flammable photographic x-ray and other films shall be stored in 
60o? I t^s < c^e^ )r00 ^ Vau ^ or ^ re P r00 ^ cabinet constructed as required by chapter 


53-6. Courts and yards required for natural light and ventilation in sleeping 
rooms shaU comply with the requirements of section 66-1, except that no court 
or yard shall have a dimension of less than ten feet. 


~ * i 5S ' 7 a # u T1 1? Mini m u m ar ca of sleeping rooms in Institutional Units shall be 
not less than the following: 


Per adult.gO square feet 

Per child 3 to 14 years of age.50 square feet 

Per infant less than 3 years of age.30 square feet 


. i, 5 u" 8# A a) ^j 11 * 11111111 ceiling height of habitable rooms in Institutional Units 
shall be not less than the following: 

Rooms with area of less than 200 square feet—8 feet; 

Rooms with area of 200 square feet or more—9 feet. 

(b) In any room, beams or furred spaces constituting not more than twenty 
per cent of the ceiling area may have a height of not less than seven feet. 

53-9. No sleeping rooms shall be permitted below grade. 
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ASSEMBLY UNITS 

54-1. 

54-2. 

54-3. 

54-4. 

54-5. 

54-6. 

54-6.1. 

54-6.2. 


54-6.3. 

54-6.4. 

54-6.5. 

54-6.6. 

54-1. Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of an Assembly Unit as defined in section 
48-4 shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also with the 
general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including, but not limited 
to, the following: 

Chapter 48. Classifications of Building by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitations within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations. 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures and Separations. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 

Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-2. Natural Lighting. 


General requirements 
Capacity of schools 
Frontage requirements 
Special height limitations 
Special enclosures and separa¬ 
tions 

Special fire-resistive require¬ 
ments 
Definitions 

Construction requirements— 
Type 1 stages 
Type 2 stages 

Stage vents—Type 1 stages 
Proscenium fire curtains— 

Type 1 stages 
Projection rooms 


54-6.7. 

Bowling alleys 

54-7. 

Planning requirements for 


schools 

54-8. 

Special exit requirements 

54-8.1. 

Minimum number of exits 

54-8.2. 

Width of exits 

54-8.3. 

Location of exits 

54-8.4. 

Exit connections 

54-8.5. 

Exit courts and exit passage¬ 


ways 

54-8.6. 

Waiting spaces 

54-8.7. 

Aisles and seating 

54-8.8. 

Railings 

54-8.9. 

Ramps and steps 

54-8.10. 

Exits from stage block 

54-8.11. 

Fixed seating 

54-8.12. 

Schools for crippled children 
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Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 
Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 


Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 
Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 

Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 

Section 67-12. Ramps. 

Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 

Section 67-15. Exterior Stairs. 

Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 

Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 

Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. 
Chapter 69. 
Chapter 70. 
Chapter 71. 
Chapter 72. 
Chapter 73. 
Chapter 74. 
Chapter 75. 
Chapter 76. 
Chapter 77. 
Chapter 78. 
Chapter 79. 


Minimum Design Loads . 

Materials, Methods and Tests. 
Foundations. 

Masonry Construction. 

Wood Construction. 

Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Steel and Metal Construction. 
Safety Requirements. 

Safeguards during Construction. 
Use of Public Property. 

Existing Buildings. 

Elevators. 


Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 

Chapter 80. Heating . 

Chapter 81. Ventilation. 

Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 


54-2. The total capacity of a school shall be determined in accordance with 
the occupancy content factors established in section 48 - 13 . 1 , except that rooms 

V* n £ °f asional, y by students shall not be included L compS 
each total capacity. Such rooms and spaces include the following: P ^ 

Assembly rooms and gymnasiums. 

Cafeterias and lunchrooms. 


Locker, toilet and storage rooms. 
Corridors and other circulation space. 
Service and equipment rooms. 
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54-3. Every Assembly Unit shall have frontage upon one or more open 
spaces consisting of streets not less than thirty feet wide or public alleys or 
other open spaces not less than ten feet wide which lead directly to a street. 
Frontage requirements shall be determined according to capacity and shall com¬ 
ply with the requirements established in Table 54-3. 


TABLE 54-3. FRONTAGE REQUIRED FOR ASSEMBLY UNITS. 


Capacity 

Frontage 

Type I Schools 

Other Assembly 
Units 

On Street 

On Street or 
Other Open 
Space 


200 or less 

One Side 


501 or less 

200 to 800 

One Side 

One Side 

501 to 1000 

More than 800 

One Side 

Two Sides 

1001 to 2500 


Two Sides 

One Side 

More than 2500 


Three Sides 

One Side 


54-4. (a) The main seating level of every theater shall be so located that 

normal exits from the foyer shall lead to a public street without change in level 
other than by means of ramps having a slope not exceeding one in ten. 

(b) No seating level in rooms used for assembly occupancy and having a 
capacity of more than 300 persons shall be at a level more than twenty feet above 
grade except in buildings of Types I-A or I-B construction. 

(c) No assembly occupancy shall be located at a level more than twenty feet 
below grade in buildings of Types I-A or I-B construction, nor more than ten feet 
below grade in buildings of other types of construction. 

54-5. (a) The floor construction and enclosing partitions of assembly rooms 

having a capacity exceeding 300 persons shall be of construction providing fire 
resistance of not less than two hours. 

(b) The floor construction and enclosing partitions of assembly rooms having 
a capacity not exceeding 300 persons shall be of construction providing fire 
resistance of not less than one hour. 

(c) Partitions, floor constructions and ceiling construction enclosing all pub¬ 
lic corridors of Assembly Units shall be of construction providing fire resistance 
of not less than one hour. 

54-6. Every Assembly Unit hereafter erected shall comply with special fire- 
resistive requirements as provided in sections 54-6.1 to 54-6.7, inclusive. 

54-6.1. The terms used in this section are hereby defined as follows: 

(a) Stage. 

The space in a theater or assembly room separated from the auditorium 
equipped for theatrical or similar performances that provide for the use of cur¬ 
tains, portable or fixed scenery, lights, or mechanical appliances. 

Recesses at the front of an auditorium used or designed solely for the 
mounting of a motion picture screen and its required sound equipment con¬ 
taining no fixed or movable scenery other than curtains of flame-resistive ma¬ 
terial shall not be deemed to be a stage under the requirements of this section. 

(b) Type 1 Stage. 

Every stage other than a Type 2 stage as defined in paragraph (c). 
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(c) Type 2 Stage. 

A stage complying with each of the following conditions: 

r>inh 2? stage sha11 be located in a school, church, community building 

^t&vss a sssr y in which the use of the stage for thJtS 5s 

(2) The capacity of such assembly rooms shall not exceed 1,000 persons. 

(3) The Proscenium opening between the stage and the auditorium shall 
not exceed thirty-two feet in width nor twenty-two feet in height. 

beofnLtomtebTe a mSeriaTs enery ’ decorations ’ drapes and stains shall 

(d) Stage Block. 

Portion of a theater or assembly room containing only the stage or the 

o /°^ bmatl0n Wlth dre3Bm S rooms, storage and property rooms work¬ 
shops and other rooms appurtenant to the operation thereof. * ’ W K 

(e) Projection Block. 

portio “ °{. a theater or assembly room containing a projection room 
alone or m combination with other rooms appurtenant to the operation thereof. 

(f) Dressing Room. 

ing or changing of°clothing^ t0 ** USed by & performer or Performers for dress- 

(g) Proscenium. 

The vertical plane of separation between an auditorium and a stage. 

(h) Property Room. 

™ om for the storage of any adjunct of a theatrical or similar performance 
except scenery, commonly known and described as stage properties. 

(i) Stage Workshop. 

Any shop or room in which carpentry, electrical work, painting or anv 
stage irdon e mCldenta t0 ^ preparation - operation, or maintenance of any 

(j) Storage Room. 

Coun A j r T-20-50 h p r 5758.* property room used for stora & e Purposes. [Amend. 

mentir" 6 2 TyPe 1 Stages sha11 com P ly with the following construction require- 

(a) Enclosure. 

s t a S e block, including the stage and dressing rooms, storage rooms 
works hops and other rooms appurtenant to the operation 
thereof, shall be enclosed by walls providing fire resistance of not less than 
-Jj^urs* The boor below the stage block and the floor or roof above the 
stage block shall be of Type I-A construction. 

(b) Protection of Openings. 

i*L Th . ere sha11 be u° openings in the wall separating the stage from 
the auditorium except the proscenium opening, one doorway at each side 
nf pros ?® IUUI J 1 °. peniag at the stage floor level, one doorway at the level 
snoh^^™ Clan v, pit , and - where necessary, a doorway to theorgan. Each 
shall ha' i be not more than twenty-one square feet in area and 

sba h be Protected by an automatic Class A fire door on one side of the wall 
and a self-closing Class A fire door on the other side of the wall. 

(2) The proscenium opening shall be protected by a proscenium curtain 

complying with the requirements of section 54-6.5. curtain 

(3) In the other enclosing walls of the stage block, door openings shall 
be eqmpped with approved self-closing Class D fire doore, and Endows 
sha I be approved fire windows. No windows shall be permitted wh^reS 
walls are located within five feet of a property line other than a street line. 
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(c) Stage Floor. 

Trap doors shall be located only in an area not extending beyond the width 
of the proscenium opening nor within one foot of the proscenium curtain. 
Trap doors shall be tight-fitting and constructed of solid wood not less than 
two inches thick and shall be supported by structural members of non-com¬ 
bustible materials. Except within the area where trapdoors are permitted for 
working scenery, traps and appliances, the stage floor shall be of Type I-A 
construction. 

(d) Auxiliary Rooms. 

Dressing rooms, storage rooms, property rooms, workshops and other 
rooms appurtenant to the stage shall be of Types I-A or I-B construction and 
shall be separated from the stage and other parts of the buildings by walls pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than one hour. Such rooms and spaces shall be 
separated from each other by non-combustible partitions providing fire resistance 
of not less than one hour. No openings connecting such rooms with the stage 
shall be permitted except the necessary doorways, which shall be protected 
with self-closing Class C fire doors. 

(e) Rigging Lofts. 

The rigging lofts and fly galleries, including pin-rails, shall be of non-com¬ 
bustible materials. 

(f) Lighting Troughs. 

The troughs or frames for footlights and border lights shall be of metal 
or other non-combustible materials. When disappearing footlights are used, 
the frame and upper face of the cover may be of hard wood. 

(g) Protection of Electrical Equipment. 

All electrical equipment shall be protected from falling objects and from 
contact with stage equipment, and shall conform with the electrical requirements 
of chapters 86, 87 and 88. 

(h) Storage Space in Rooms. 

All shelving, lockers and similar fixtures in dressing rooms, property rooms 
or storage rooms, shall be constructed of non-combustible materials. 

54-6.3. Type 2 Stages shall conform to the following construction require¬ 
ments. 

(e) Enclosure. 

The stage block, including the stage, and dressing rooms, storage rooms, 
property rooms, workshops and other rooms appurtenant to the operation thereof, 
shall be enclosed by walls, floors and roof of non-combustible materials provid¬ 
ing fire resistance of not less than one hour. 

(b) Stage Floor. 

Except where trap doors are permitted for the working of scenery, traps 
and appliances, the stage floor shall be of construction not less fire-resistive 
than Type I-C. The location of trap doors shall conform to the requirements 
of Type 1 Stages. 

(c) Auxiliary Rooms. 

Dressing rooms, storage rooms, property rooms, workshops and other rooms 
appurtenant to the stage shall be of construction not less fire-resistive than 
Type I-C. 

(d) Equipment. 

Rigging lofts, lighting troughs and electrical equipment, shall conform to the 
requirements for Type I Stages. 

(e) All shelving, lockers and similar fixtures in dressing rooms, property 
rooms or storage rooms shall be constructed by non-combustible materials. 

54-6.4. Every Type I stage shall be provided with a means of natural 
ventilation so arranged and equipped as to function in case of fire. Such means 
of ventilation shall consist of not less than one vent nor more than three vents 
to the outer air meeting the requirements of this section. 
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Location. The stage openings to stage vents shall be located in the 
. °* , e ceiling of the stage at points which will effectively ventilate the 

stage area in the event of fire. 

aiMi/h ^ A ^ a ' ^Sgregate area of the stage openings of all stage vents 
shaU be not less than five per cent of the floor area of the stage 6 

vc; Shafts and Vent Openings. 

in era ^3.11 be connected by a shaft to vent open- 

*£"*«** not i e * ss t i ia ? ? fteen feet above any roof which is within a hori- 
zontal distance of ten feet from any vent opening 

no! 2} ?&.“«!? between the axis of the shaft and the vertical shall 
not exceed thirty degrees. 

vmt < 3 > The cross-sectional area of any shaft and the clear area of any 
vent opening shall be not less than the area of the stage opening served 

( tL Vent upenings shall not be located within ten feet of a lot line 
5ST ^ h , m twent J £ e u et ° £ any door window or wall opening on the same lot 
nrnvwlL 1 2 * C 08ur - e *° f Shafts. All shafts shall be enclosed with construction 
fire r !f lstan S e °l ??}. less than two hours; except that shafts passing 
ttmough any portion of a building outside the stage block shall be enclosed with 
construction providing fire resistance of not less than three hours. 

(e) Dampers. All stage vents shall also be equipped with damper controls 
“ re $«red by sections 88-520.6(1) and (m) of the Electrical Code. controlB 
ftnArai;!wJ eStS V Upon completion of the installation, every stage vent and all 
an ^ appurtenances shall pass a test conducted by the 
fnr 0f buildings. The test shall demonstrate that each of the devices 

[Lffi Sn“ 4.57,' nSSj *“* *” 

54-6.5. Every proscenium opening in a Type I Stage shall be provided with 
a proscenium fire curtain complying with the requirements of this section 
4 -w ( ) Materials. The curtain shall be of approved metal construction exceDt 
that an approved reinforced asbestos curtain may be used when the proscenium 
opemng does not exceed twenty-eight feet in height. proscenium 

Perfonnance Requirements. The curtain shall be so designed and con- 
thirty minutes it will prevent all passage of flame 
^Jtbstand without failure a temperature of not less than 1700 ° Fahrenheit 
W P ress ure normal to its surface of not less than ten pounds per square 

smoke^ 6 closed ’ the curtain shall be reasonably tight against the passage of 

lill f^^ S l rU 4 ti °* n ' 4 .u T ^ e curtain . shall overlap the proscenium opening by 
viJwnw^f a -j 1116 top and eighteen inches at each side, and shall slide 
a l y + at , eacb side within iron or steel grooves which shall have a minimum 

to combustiblrmaterTal *** ° f CUrtain ShaU be 8U PP orted b y or fastened 

i! mii?V The , cur 4 in sba11 b . e 80 arranged and maintained that, in case of fire 
dertee aut ° matlcaI1 y aT \d instantly by an approved heat-actuated 

S . descend slowly and safely by its own weight to completely 

for^ the bottom l P r n T? W1 h U ? seconds, taking not over five second 

* eet. It shaU also be equipped with effective devices to 

means P pt d lmmedia te closing of the proscenium opening by manual 

(e) Machinery. All machines and hoisting gear shall be designed in ac- 

l < ^t'o™” Ce A Wlth SafC pr ac fj ce * The “Safety Code for Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Esca- 
la ^tUiT™ an !- Standard f Association A17.1-1937, shall be considered as a 
grnde to safe practice except as otherwise stated in this code. Travel limit stops 
and room for over-travel shall be provided. p 

(f) Proscenium fire curtains—Type I stages. Where a Type I stage in an 
existing assembly unit has been abandoned for theatrical performances, the com¬ 
missioner of buildings and the division marshal in charge of fire prevention may 
jointly approve the mounting of a motion picture screen and its required sound 
equipment providing: 

(1) All combustible stage material and equipment and scenery is 
removed from the stage. 

(2) Where stage is provided with automatic sprinkler system, such sys¬ 
tem shall be maintained in good working condition and under pressure at all 
times. 
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(3) Present automatic stage vents to be maintained in good working 
condition. 

(4) Proscenium curtain need not be required if a one-hour fire resistive 
rating non-combustible separation is provided between the space required to 
install the screen with its sound equipment and the balance of the stage. 

(5) Such a stage shall not again be used as a Type I stage, unless it 
is brought in compliance with the present code. 

(6) No portion of such stage shall be used for storage or handling of 
material. 

(7) The space between the screen and fire wall shall be sprinkled and 
vented, as called for in section 64-1 and section 64-5. [Amend. Coun. J. 5- 
28-58, p. 7799.] 

54-6.6. (a) Enclosure. Every motion picture projector using flammable 

films, together with all electrical devices, other film equipment, and all films shall 
be enclosed in a room as herein required. 

(b) Construction. Every projection block shall be enclosed with walls, 
floors and ceiling providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. All wall 
and ceiling finish, fixtures and trim of the projection room and rooms appurtenant 
thereto shall be of non-combustible material. 

(c) Room Area and Ceiling Height for Dual Projection Booths. Room area 
and ceiling height of projection rooms shall be as provided in section 88-540.3 of 
the Electrical Code. 

(d) Protection of Openings. Doors to projection blocks shall be self-closing 
Class B Fire Doors. Openings or portholes in projection rooms shall be provided 
with automatic metal shutters operating in vertical guides, arranged to fall by 
gravity when released and completely cover the portholes. Such shutters shall be 
controlled by heat-actuated devices arranged to close all shutters in the projec¬ 
tion room automatically. In addition, there shall be provided suitable means for 
manually closing all shutters from a point within the projection room near each 
exit door. 

Openings and shutters shall conform to the Regulations of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters for Nitrocellulose Motion Picture Film, Pamphlet 
No. 40, July 1,1939. 

(e) Storage Limitations. No provision shall be made in any projection 
block for storing materials of a combustible nature other than films. 

(f) Ventilation. Ventilation shall be provided as required in section 88-33. 

(g) Projection rooms in theaters designed to house more than one motion 
picture projector shall be provided with not less than one water closet and one 
lavatory located within the projection block. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 
3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

54-6.7. (a) Bowling pin finishing or refinishing operations shall be per¬ 

formed in a separate building or in a separate room, separated from the other 
parts of the building by walls or partitions providing fire resistance of not less 
than two hours. Openings in such walls and partitions shall be protected with 
Class C fire doors. 

(b) Concealed spaces between a ceiling of a bowling alley and the roof con¬ 
struction immediately above shall comply with the following requirements: 

(1) Such concealed spaces shall be divided into horizontal areas not 
exceeding 4,000 square feet by separations providing fire resistance of not 
less than one hoar. 

(2) Each concealed space shall be equipped with fire and explosion 
vents having a net open area of not less than 2% of the horizontal area of 
the concealed space. Such fire and explosion vents shall be actuated by a 
device meeting the approval of the bureau of fire prevention and connected 
with a local alarm placed in the office of the bowling alley. 

(3) A gravity type of roof ventilator shall be provided for each con¬ 
cealed space. Such ventilator shall be located at the high point of the roof 
and shall have a net open area of one square inch for each ten square feet 
of horizontal area of the concealed space. 

(c) Mechanical ventilating systems in bowling alleys shall be equipped 
with a rate of rise temperatures actuating device to stop operation of fans in the 
event of fire. 

54-7. Every Class I School shall comply with the following planning re¬ 
quirements: 
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(a) Ceiling Heights. 

(1) The minimum ceiling height in classrooms, study rooms and other 
rooms used for assembly purposes shall be as follows: 

Minimum 

Average 


Room Area Height 

Less than 200 sq. ft. 8 ft. 

200 sq. ft to 2000 sq. ft. 9 ft] 

More than 2,000 sq. ft. 12 ft. 


(2) In any room, beams or furred spaces constituting not more thaw 
twenty per cent of the ceiling area may project not more than one foot 
below the minimum ceiling height. 

(b) Basement Rooms. No floor of a classroom or study room shall be 
located more than two feet below the building grade adjacent to such rooms 
except rooms used for shops and other vocation classes. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

54-8. Every room or space in an Assembly Unit shall comply with the 
applicable requirements of chapter 67 and with the special exit requirements of 
sections 54-8.1 to 54-8.12, inclusive: 

54-8.1. The minimum number of exits from every room, space or seating 
level in Assembly Units shall be not less than the following: 

Minimum 

„ Number 


Capacity of Exits 

50 or less. 1 

51 to 300 .. i. 2 

301 to 1,000.3 

More than 1,000 . 4 


54-8.2. (a) Schools. 

The capacity of exits in schools shall be computed as follows: 

(1) Stairs and other vertical exits: 

100 persons per unit of exit width. 

( 2 ) Doorways, corridors and horizontal exit connections: 

115 persons per unit of exit width. 

When lockers are installed in corridors of schools, the full required clear 
width of the corridor shall be provided between locker doors when open. 

(b) Assembly Units other than Schools. 

The capacity of exits in Assembly Units other than schools shall be com¬ 
puted as follows: 

(1) Stairs and other vertical exits: 

60 persons per unit of exit width. 

(2) Doorways, corridors and horizontal exit connections: 

90 persons per unit of exit width. 

Doors located at the end of an aisle and serving only that aisle shall not 
be required to have a width greater than the width of the aisle as provided 
in section 54-8.7. 

54-8.3. (a) Exits shall be located as remote from each other as is practica¬ 

ble. In rooms, spaces or seating levels having fixed seats and requiring more t.bim 
two exits, the exits shall be so located as to serve both sides of the front half 
and both sides of the rear half of the seating level. 

(b) All required stairs in Type I Schools shall open directly to the outside 
air or to a public vestibule or lobby leading to the outside. The travel distance 
from the stairway to the outside exit door of such vestibule or lobby shall not 
exceed twenty feet. 

54-8.4. (a) In theaters, the foyer at the main floor level shall connect to 

a public street or streets either directly or through a straight and unobstructed 
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corridor equal in minimum width to the aggregate required width of exit; ex¬ 
cept that not more than one-third of the aggregate exit width may lead to 
alleys, courts or exit passageways complying with the requirements of section 
54-8.5. Foyers and connecting corridors may have ramps having a slope of not 
more than one in ten. 

(b) In rooms of Assembly Units other than theaters, exits may lead to any 
horizontal or vertical means of exit complying with the requirements of chap¬ 
ter 67. 


54-8.5. Every exterior exit of an Assembly Unit shall open directly to 
a public way or to an exit court or exit passageway complying with the follow¬ 
ing requirements: 

(a) Construction of Exit Courts. The walls of every exit court shall be 
of construction providing fire resistance of not less than three hours. No 
door openings shall be permitted in any wall of such court except the exit 
doors from the Assembly Unit. Such door openings shall be protected with 
Class D or Class E fire doors. Every window opening in the walls of an exit 
court located below a level thirty feet above the top of the highest exit door¬ 
way shall be protected with a fire window or other approved opening protective 
assembly complying with the requirements of chapter 65. 

(b) Construction of Exit Passageways. Every exit passageway shall be 
separated from other portions of the building by walls, floors and ceilings pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than three hours. There shall be no openings 
through such separation other than the required exit doors leading thereto. 

(c) Width of Exit Courts and Exit Passageways. The minimum width 
of an exit court or exit passageway shall be not less than five feet, six inches. 
Such width shall be increased where necessary to provide a clear width at every 
point equal to twenty-two inches for each 90 persons served. Such increase 
in width shall be cumulative in the direction of exit. 

(d) Ramps. Differences in level in exit courts and exit passageways shall 
be accommodated by ramps having a grade of not more than one in eight. 

54-8.6. In theaters and similar Assembly Units having a capacity of 300 
persons or more where persons are admitted to the building at times when 
seats are not available and are allowed to wait in a lobby or similar space, 
such use of lobby or similar space shall not encroach upon the required clear 
width of exits. The total required width of exits from the building shall be 
based on the total capacity of the building, including waiting spaces. The ca¬ 
pacity of waiting spaces shall be computed at one person for each three square 
feet of waiting area. 

54-8.7. All aisles and seating in Assembly Units shall comply with the 
requirements of this section. 

(a) Arrangement of Aisles. Every aisle shall lead to an exit door or to 
another aisle leading directly to an exit. 

(b) Seating. No row of seats shall have more than fourteen seats between 
aisles and not more than seven seats abutting an aisle at one end only, with 
the following exceptions: 

(1) In Assembly Units of Type I-A or I-B construction, other than 
theaters, there may be not more than twenty seats between aisles and not 
more than ten seats abutting an aisle at one end only. 

(2) When the distance between rows of seats is increased above that 
required by paragraph 54-8.7(e), the number of seats between aisles may 
be increased by one seat for each inch that such distance is increased; 
provided, however, that in no case shall there be more than ten seats in a 
row abutting an aisle on one end only. 

(3) When the distance between rows of seats is increased above that 
required in paragraph 54-8.7(e), by an amount of eight inches, rows not 
exceeding forty-eight seats between aisles shall be permitted. 
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(c) Transverse Aisles. 

( 1 ) Transverse aisles leading to exits shall be provided at the rsor 
aisle Very Seatlng level unless there are exit s at the end of each longitudinal 

no cS EM"? hfl eS A h f a11 be pr ? v , ide 1 in a11 seating levels so that in 
fnt* be a difference of level exceeding twelve feet between 
intermediate transverse aisles nor six feet from the lowest seat platform 
and a transverse aisle; provided, however, that in lieu of such transverS 

aisle 8 Wnt£i m t y *v? e vomitories . or other direct exits from each longitudinsd 
aisle located at the same maximum difference of level wnguuainai 

(d) Width of Aisles. 

nlaiei^ifh 0 ai * le sbaU be A ess than thirty-six inches in width except that 
f® ^ tb £ eats on , oae SKle only, and males serving not more than sixtv 
seats, may have a minimum width of thirty inches. ^ 

^ aisles shall have a minimum width of forty-four inches 

ewXLvir 6 ? Sha11 be . inci- eased in width where necessary to provide a 
u at every P°i n * e< l ual to eighteen inches for each 100 persons 
served. Such increase shall be cumulative in the direction of normaTmd? 

(e) Spacing of Rows. 

• u (1) R °' vs of seats without backs shall be not less than twentv-eitrht 
inches apart measured from corresponding points of adjacent rows^efes 
coping bleachers without backs shall be not less than twenty-four inches 
apart measured from corresponding points of adjacent rows Y 

"fd"L°-fo U rth B t 7»‘ , ch”' h " Whe " th ' thickn '“ ° f th « b “ k Ml 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799.] 

oi , n‘ . ^ a l The facias of boxes, balconies, galleries and at the end of the 
aisles shall have substantial metal protective railings not less than thirtv 

s&'figs? ass wz as 

provided with railings not less than twenty-six inches high. ’ ° “ 

__ ba i con i es > galleries or other locations where seats are arranged 

inoth^h! i° r suc ? e . ssl Y e tiers, and the height of the rise from one platform 
J? bel ° w and m front of it exceeds twenty-one inches, a substantial rail- 

sha11 be ^ ** thc 

ahnii U hi d -il* ai . sle f> sucb steps shall extend across the full width of aisles and 

“ a risere sha "* - 

stagfbfock! (a) There Sha11 be n0t leSS than tw ° exits from every part of a 
the stoie ^ 18 fr ° m thC StagC fl °° r lGVeI ShaH bG l0Cated at °PP° site aides of 

Sha11 e “ M,d to ,he 

».SbS,' 2 Sj”“ Wlth ‘” ‘ ' ,aga b, “* sb »> ■* MMtrucUd of 

In P la ces of public assembly where more than 200 seats are 
foUowm d r ° WS ’ the SCatS Sha11 be securely fastened to the floor except al 

seats^ SeatS m boxes and ra iled-in enclosures having not more than fourteen 
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not less than P five r seite. ting * PlaC ® ° f assembly secured together in units of 


, Every tloor above the second floor in a school for crippled chil¬ 

dren shall be served by an elevator or elevators with a floor area of at least 
our square feet per person, computed on the basis of a carrying capacity of 
minutes at ° rS Sufflcient to empty the sch ° o1 above the second floor in twenty 
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CHAPTER 55 



OPEN AIR ASSEMBLY 

55- 1. 

General requirements 

55- 9.1. 

55- 2. 

Definition 

55- 9.2. 

55- 3. 

Requirements as to Mixed Occu¬ 

55- 9.3. 


pancy 

55-10. 

55- 4. 

Occupancy content 

55-11. 

55- 5. 

Construction requirements 

55-11.1. 

55- 6. 

Hangars, paddocks and stables 

55-11.2. 

55- 7. 

Required frontage 

55-11.3. 

55- 8. 

Fire-resistive requirements 

55-11.4. 

55- 9. 

Special fire-resistive require¬ 

55-11.5. 


ments 

55-12. 


UNITS 


Enclosed spaces 
Projection booths 
Stage construction 
Ventilation 

Special exit requirements 
Exits 

Aisles and seating 
Exit connections 
Fixed seating 
Spacing of rows 
Safety requirements 


55-1. Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of an Open Air Assembly Unit as defined 
m section 48-5 shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also 
with the general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including but 
not limited to, the following: 

Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 


Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations. 
Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 


Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 


Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 
Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus . 


Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Type of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 
Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 

Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 

Section 67-12. Ramps. 

Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 

Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 

Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 

Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. 
Chapter 69. 
Chapter 70. 
Chapter 71. 


Minimum Design Loads. 
Materials, Methods and Tests. 
Foundations. 

Masonry Construction. 
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Chapter 72. Wood Construction. 

Chapter 73. Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Chapter 74. Steel and Metal Construction. 
Chapter 75. Safety Requirements. 

Chapter 76. Safeguards during Construction. 
Chapter 77. Use of Public Property. 

Chapter 78. Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79. Elevators. 

Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 
Chapter 80. Heating. 

Chapter 81. Ventilation. 

Chapter 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapter 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 


55-2. An assembly unit shall be classified as an Open Air Assembly Unit 
when the structure, group of structures or part of a structure in or upon which 
persons assemble is open to the air on one or more sides for a horizontal dis¬ 
tance equal to not less than 33%% of its perimeter and for a height of not 
less than eight feet in each seating level or story. 


55-3. Any part of an Open Air Assembly Unit that is enclosed and used 
for other than auxiliary purposes as provided in section 48-12.2, shall be con¬ 
sidered as a mixed occupancy and shall comply with the requirements of sec¬ 
tion 48-12. 


55-4. The capacity of an Open Air Assembly Unit shall be based on the 
actual number of fixed seats plus standing room space. Fixed seating shall be 
computed as the actual number of seats where divisions between seating are 
provided and at the rate of one foot six inches per person where no divisions 
are provided. Standing room space shall be computed at the rate of five square 
feet per person. 

55-5. (a) Construction in which the structural elements are of wood or 

materials not more combustible than wood of dimensions conforming to the 
requirements of ordinary construction may be used subject to the following 
limitations: 

(1) Capacity shall not exceed 2,500 persons. 

(2) Height shall not exceed one story or one tier of seats. The vertical 
distance from the ground level to the highest row of seating shall not 
exceed thirty feet. 

(3) When located less than sixty feet from an interior lot line or 
another building, the structure shall be enclosed with walls providing fire 
resistance of not less than two hours, except that such enclosure shall not 
be required for structures having an area not exceeding 800 sq. ft. and lo¬ 
cated not less than twenty feet from an interior lot line or another building. 

(4) Structures shall not be located in Fire District No. 1. 

(5) Structures shall not be located in Fire District No. 2 except when 
enclosed with walls providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

(b) Construction in which the structural elements are of wood dimensions 
conforming to the requirements of heavy timber construction may be used 
subject to the following limitations: 

(1) Capacity shall not exceed 10,000 persons. 
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(2) Height shall not exceed one story or one tier of seats. The vertical 
thirty C feet° m ^ gr ° Und level to the hi & hest row of seating shall not exceed 

l 0Cated , les 5 tha ? twenty feet from an interior lot line, the 
than two hours bC enclosed Wlth walls Providing fire resistance of not less 

_ , (4) , Structures shall not be located in Fire District No. 1 except when 
enclosed with walls providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

Construction in which all structural elements are of non-combustible 
fLt h f 11 n0t bC lm ! ted a f to capacity or height. When located less than 
S f ® e ). from “ mterior lot line, the structure shall be enclosed with walls 
providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

® 5 ’®v Any hangar, paddock or stable which is a part of an Open Air As- 
bleachers^ mt Sha 1 be l0Cated not less than sixty feet from any grandstand or 

55-7. Every Assembly Unit shall have frontage upon one or more open 
spaces consisting of streets not less than thirty feet wide or public alleys or 
other open spaces not less than ten feet wide which lead directly to a street. 
Frontage requirements shall be determined according to capacity and shall 
comply with requirements set forth in Table 55-7. 

TABLE 55-7. REQUIRED FRONTAGE OF ASSEMBLY UNITS. 


Capacity 

Frontage 


On Street 

On Street or 
other open space 

800 or less 

One side 


801 to 2500 

One side 

One side 

2501 to 5000 

Two sides 



One side 

Two sides 

5001 to 10,000 

Two sides 

One side 

More than 10,000 

Three sides 

One side 


55-8. Open Air Assembly Units shall comply with the fire protection 
requirements of chapter 62 where applicable except that the enclosures of 
stairways and other vertical shafts shall not be required. 

tlla I 9 ; 9 : , Every 9P® n Air Assembly Unit hereafter erected shall comply with 
the special fire-resistive requirements of sections 55 - 9.1 to 55 - 9 . 3 , inclusive. 

•J* « 4 11 enclosed service spaces located within an assembly struc- 

wiS 1 ^ dmS -}°± er r ?°^‘ s ’ stora ge spaces, toilet rooms and similar uses, shall 
have walls, ceilings and floors of construction providing fire resistance of not 
less than one hour. 

aaa ( K 1 C 1 Y bh ° uses and enclosed assembly rooms may be located only within 
assembly structures of non-combustible construction and shall be separated 

two hours StrUCtUre by constructlon Providing fire resistance of not less than 

.(«> Garages and parking spaces for automobiles may be located only 
within assembly structures of non-combustible construction and «h«n be sepa¬ 
rated from the structure by construction providing fire resistance of not less 
than three hours and with no openings through such construction. 

tion 54*6 6 Projection booths shall comply with the requirements of sec- 
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55-9.3. Any stage in an Open Air Assembly Unit shall comply with the 
requirements of section 54-6 as follows: 

(a) Proscenium Curtains and Stage Vents. Proscenium curtains and 
stage vents shall not be required when there is a space in the front of the 
proscenium opening open to the sky for a distance of not less than sixty feet 
and any enclosure of the area for spectators does not exceed fifty per cent of 
the perimeter. 

(b) Stage Floors. Stage floors may be entirely of wood construction if 
the stage does not exceed 1,000 square feet in area or if there is no trap space. 

55-10. Every enclosed room or space in an Open Air Assembly Unit used 
for human occupancy shall be provided with a means of natural ventilation as 
required in section 66-3 unless a mechanical system of ventilation complying 
with the requirements of chapter 81 is provided. 

55-11. Every Open Air Assembly Unit shall comply with the applicable 
requirements of chapter 67 and with the special requirements of sections 55-11.1 
to 55-11.4, inclusive. 


55-11.1. (a) Minimum Number of Exits. 

The minimum number of exits from every seating level shall be not less 
than the following: 

Number 

Capacity of Exits 

50 or less . 1 

51 to 1,000 . 2 

1,001 to 4,000 . 3 

More than 4,000 .1 additional exit for 

every 4,000 persons 

or fraction thereof. 


(b) Width of Exits. The aggregate width of exits shall be not less than 
eight inches for each 100 persons served. This minimum width shall be main¬ 
tained throughout the structure through cumulative increases to the outside 
exit doorways or gateways. 

55-11.2. All aisles and seating in Open Air Assembly Units shall comply 
with the following requirements: 

(a) Arrangement of Aisles. Every aisle shall lead to an exit or to another 
aisle leading directly to an exit. 

(b) Location of Aisles. In any seating space, the aisles shall be so located 
that there shall be not more than twenty seats in a row between adjacent 
aisles in a structure of ordinary construction or more than thirty such seats 
in a structure of heavy timber or non-combustible construction. The number 
of seats between any aisle and a railing or wall shall be not greater than one- 
half the allowable number of seats between aisles. 

(c) Width of Aisles. 

(1) No aisle shall be less than thirty-six inches in width except that 
aisles with seats on one side only and aisles serving not more than sixty 
seats may have a minimum width of thirty inches. 

(2) Transverse aisles shall have a minimum width of forty-four 
inches. 

(3) Aisles shall be increased in width where necessary to provide clear 
width at every point equal to seven inches for every 100 persons served. 
Such increase shall be cumulative in the direction of exit travel. 

(d) Transverse Aisles. There shall be not more than twenty-four consecu¬ 
tive rows of seats between transverse aisles except that such transverse aisles 
shall not be required when there are vomitories or other means of direct exit 
from each longitudinal aisle, spaced not more than twenty-four rows apart. 

55-11.3. Normal exits shall be connected by horizontal or vertical exit 
connections leading to an outside exit doorway or gateway, or to a field or 
other open space leading to an exit gateway. Turnstiles or similar devices 
shall not be considered as a required means of exit. 
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55-11.4. Every seat in an Open Air Assembly Unit shall be fastened se¬ 
curely in place with the following exceptions: 

(a) Boxes or loges containing not more than twenty seats. 

(b) Portable seats for spectators on ground level. 

• ^ ^ ows seats without backs shall be not less than twenty- 

eight inches apart measured from corresponding points of adjacent rows. Teles¬ 
coping bleachers without backs shall be not less than twenty-four inches apart 
measured from corresponding points of adjacent rows. 

(b) Rows of seats with backs shall be spaced not less than thirty-four 
inches apart measured back to back except that such distances may be reduced 
to thirty-two inches when the thickness of the back does not exceed three- 
fourths inch. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799.] 


55 *?^' So , ld curbs n °t less than four inches high and protective rail¬ 
ings not less than three feet high constructed of non-combustible material shall 
be installed at every open side of every seating level which is more than two 
feet above grade. 

(b) Any floor or seating space of an Open Air Assembly Unit, which has 
openings therein exceeding one inch in any dimension and which is above an¬ 
other floor occupied by the public, shall be protected with a guard of wire mesh 
or other non-combustible material. 
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CHAPTER 55.1 

OPEN AIR DRIVE-IN THEATERS 


55.1 

1 . 

Definitions 

55.1-13. 

Enclosures 

55.1 

2. 

General requirements 

55.1-14. 

Box office 

55.1 

3. 

Location 

55.1-15. 

Dressing rooms 

55.1 

4. 

Traffic movement 

55.1-16. 

Drinking fountains 

55.1 

5. 

Grading and roadways 

55.1-17. 

Entrance requirements 

55.1 

6. 

Ramps and stalls 

55.1-18. 

Auditorium requirements 

55.1 

7. 

Loud speaker system 

55.1-19. 

Alarm system 

55.1 

55.1 

8. 

Screen tower 

55.1-20. 

Exit requirements 

9. 

Electrical wiring 

55.1-21. 

Illumination 

55.1 

10. 

Concession stands 

55.1-22. 

Exit signs 

55.1 

11. 

Toilet facilities 

55.1-23. 

Standard directional signs 

55.1 

12. 

Projection rooms 



55.1-1. For the purposes of this chapter, certain terms are defined as 


Aisle. An area of ground laid out in straight or curved rows, providing for 
the systematic and designated parking of cars. 

Auditorium Area. A separate area used exclusively for the actual exhibition 
of motion pictures to patrons seated in the interior of cars which are specially 
arranged and parked in this area. 

Box Office . A building used for the sale of admission tickets. 

Bunkers. Concrete dividers which separate the ramp area into individual 
parking spaces. 

Concession Building. An enclosed structure located in the auditorium area 
used for the sale of food, soft drinks, candy, cigarettes, ice cream or popcorn. 

Drive-in Theater. A commercial enterprise devoted to the exhibition of 
sound motion picture films to be viewed by patrons seated in the interiors of auto¬ 
mobiles parked in an open air auditorium. The enterprise shall consist of a geo¬ 
graphical area divided into three sections: 

(a) an Entrance-way and Hold-out area, commonly known as the lobby 

area; 

(b) an Auditorium area, where motion pictures are exhibited to the 

patrons; 

(c) an Exit area where cars gather upon leaving the auditorium area 

preliminary to merging onto public highways. 

Entrance. An opening provided onto a roadway leading from the public 
highway into the entrance area. 

Exit. An opening provided from the open air drive-in theater onto the pub¬ 
lic highway. 

Exit Area. A separate area used exclusively for the parking or holding of 
cars exiting or breaking from the auditorium area awaiting passage onto the 
public highway. 

Hold-out Area. A separate area used exclusively for the parking of cars 
awaiting admittance into the auditorium area of the theater. 

Ramp. A curved aisle of stalls with various elevations and inclines, which 
provides an elevated area where cars may be parked in individual stalls. 

Roadways. Passages lying between the ramps and aisles; also intercon¬ 
necting passageways throughout the open air drive-in theater. 
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Screen Building. A structure on which one smooth flat surface of one side 
is used as the screen surface upon which the motion picture is exhibited. 

Speaker Stand. A pipe or post mounted into the concrete bunkers and con¬ 
nected with a carriage or junction box attached to the top of the post for use in 
the sound system. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 2. Every open air drive-in theater or part thereof hereinafter designed, 
altered, erected, converted or used initially for the purposes of an open air drive- 
in theater shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also with 
the general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings. [Added. Coun J 
5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 3. No part of any open air drive-in theater shall be located closer than 
two thousand feet to the boundary of any district zoned for residential use. 

Every such theater shall be located so that at least one corner thereof will 
be on the corner of two intersecting streets or highways, each of which shall be 
not less than forty feet wide from curb line to curb line. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50 
p. 6213.] 


55.1- 4. Such theater shall be so constructed as to permit only one-way 
traffic within the boundaries of the theater. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 5. The surface coating throughout the entire open air drive-in theater 
shall be an impervious smooth surface coating of material and consistency to 
conform to standards set by the city of Chicago in the surface construction of its 
streets. The amount and type of stone and rock material used as the base of the 
entire theater ground area shall be of sufficient strength and depth to support the 
seal and grade conformity of the impervious coating. 

The general grade of the entire theater area must be the same as that of the 
highways surrounding the theater so that there shall be no incline or decline either 
upon the entrancing or exiting of any cars. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 6. The incline of the ramps used for the parking of cars in the audi¬ 
torium area shall not exceed twelve inches in height from the general grade of 
the theater area to the high point or crest of the ramp. 

In the auditorium area the ramps shall be divided into a series of stalls or 
parking sections providing equally divided spaces or stalls of a minimum width of 
twelve feet and a minimum length of eighteen feet from each individual car. 

Individual spaces or.stalls shall be separated or divided by incorporating into 
the ramps a series of concrete constructed bunkers, having minimum measure¬ 
ments of sixteen feet in length, eighteen inches in width or thickness, and twelve 
inches in height—from ground level. 

Concrete bunkers shall also be constructed to follow the contour or curvature 
of the respective ramp incline so that the minimum height of the bunker of twelve 
inches shall be maintained above ground level. 

Concrete bunkers shall be securely anchored into the ground. 

There shall be incorporated into the two sides, the front, and the rear of the 
concrete bunkers a system of ground level surface lighting which shall emanate 
solely from lens covered incandescent lamps mounted in light receptacles in ac¬ 
cordance with section 55.1-21. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 7. Individual in-the-car type loud speakers shall be used exclusively. 

Bunkers shall be so constructed to accommodate such speaker system, con¬ 
sisting of the post, the carriage, the junction box and two such speakers, but only 
alternate bunkers need have speaker stalls installed, thus providing one individual 
loud speaker for each parked car. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 8. The screen building shall have dimensions no greater than seventy 
feet in height and sixty feet in width, constructed in its entirety of non-com- 
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bustible material, the structural strength and design of which must be capable of 
withstanding the maximum recorded wind pressure of the area and in no event 
less than fifty pounds to the square foot, and must conform in all other respects 
to the general provisions of this code relating to buildings. 

The screen tower shall be so located on the geographical plan of the theater 
and so constructed that no part of the side upon which the motion picture is 
exhibited shall be visible to any automobile traffic on any public highway or public 
street. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 9. All outdoor electrical wiring for light, power and sound shall be 
lead-covered cable, installed underground, and in all other respects shall conform 
to the general provisions of this code relating to buildings and electrical instal¬ 
lations. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 10. Concession stands or buildings shall be fabricated and constructed 
entirely of non-combustible building material, and shall conform in all other 
respects to the general provisions of this code relating to buildings. [Added. Coun. 
J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 


55.1- 11. Toilet rooms shall be constructed in their entirety of non-com¬ 
bustible building materials and shall conform in all other respects to the general 
provisions of this code relating to buildings. 

Separate toilet rooms for males and females shall be located within a maxi¬ 
mum distance of two hundred feet from every car located in the entire area of 
the theater. The horizontal distance necessary to be traveled by any patron in 
reaching a toilet room for either sex shall not exceed two hundred feet in any 
case, and all toilet rooms shall be located within the perimeter of the theater area 
and shall conform in all other respects to the general provisions of this code re¬ 
lating to buildings. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 12. Projection rooms shall be separate and distinct buildings, con¬ 
structed entirely of non-combustible building materials, and shall conform in all 
other respects to the general provisions of this code relating to buildings. [Added. 
Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 13. The perimeter of the entire open air drive-in theater area shall be 
enclosed by an open wire type fence (cyclone type or approved equal) with a 
minimum height of eight feet. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 


55.1-14. The box office shall be a separate and distinct building, so located 
in the entrance area to prevent traffic congestion, and constructed in its entirety 
of non-combustible^ building material, and shall conform in all other respects to 
the general provisions of this code relating to buildings. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, 
p. 6213.] 


55.1- 15. Employees* dressing rooms shall be separate and distinct build¬ 
ings, located within the perimeter of the theater area and within convenient dis¬ 
tance of the post of employment. They shall be constructed of non-combustible 
building materials and shall be furnished with ample toilet facilities and shall 
conform in all other respects to the general provisions of this code relating to 
buildings. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 16. Every open air drive-in theater shall be provided with public drink¬ 
ing fountains which shall be located conveniently for use of all patrons of the 
theater. 

No drinking fountain shall be installed in any toilet room [Added. Coun. J. 
5-3-50, p. 6213.] 
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55.1-17. Each theater area shall contain an entrance and a holdout or lobby 
area a P ar t from the auditorium section of the theater. The car capacity of this 
area shall not exceed the car capacity of the auditorium area. This hold-out or 
lobby area shall provide a space for those cars waiting to be admitted to the fol¬ 
lowing show after the exiting of cars occupying the auditorium area. This hold¬ 
out area shall be located in a separate section of the theater and shall be used 
oniy for those cars waiting for admission into the auditorium area, and shall be 
obstructed from any of the features visible and audible in the auditorium area. 

Cars shall be arranged and parked in the lobby area in a systematic and 
orderly manner so that there will be provided for each individual car a clearly 
marked space or stall with minimum dimensions of twelve feet in width and 
twenty-two feet in length. These open spaces or stalls shall be arranged one next 
to another m a system of aisles. In addition there shall be provided an ample 
roadway with a minimum width of thirty feet between each aisle leading in one 
direction to the emergency exits, and in the opposite direction to the auditorium 


Every such theater shall provide a minimum of two entrances and two 
exits, of which one entrance and one exit shall be located on each abutting street 
or highway. b 

All entrances shall be so designed and constructed as to permit only right 
abutting highways, and in no event shall entrance be allowed by means 
of left turns. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

• i T he au ditorium area shall be constructed in a system of ramps or 

aisles, with various elevations or inclines arranged so that each car in its respec¬ 
tive^ ramp or aisle is on the proper incline facing the screen tower where the 
motion picture is exhibited, or so that the patrons in each car have a clear and 
unobstructed view of the screen tower. The maximum car capacity of this area 
shall not exceed 750 cars. 

r r sl ? al Ju be P rovided roadways between the ramps of a minimum width 

ot thirty feet. These ramps shall be divided into a series of single car unit stalls 
separated from one another by electrically illuminated concrete bunkers or stall 
dividers. 

Concrete bunkers shall be placed on thirteen foot six inch centers, providing 
a space of twelve feet in width between the bunkers for one automobile only 
These bunkers, or stall dividers, shall be a minimum of sixteen feet in length* 
and eighteen inches in thickness or width, and twelve inches in height above 
ground level. 

There shall be installed in each side of each bunker lens covered incandes¬ 
cent lamps mounted in light receptacles in accordance with the provisions of 
section 55.1-21. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 19. There shall be provided an approved electrical alarm system in 
every open air drive-in theater auditorium area. 

There shall be provided a push button or similar signaling device incorpo¬ 
rated into each speaker stand which is adjacent to and conveniently located to 
each automobile. The signal device shall be connected to an electrically lighted 
visual and audible alarm system located at one end of each ramp or aisle. The 
alarm system shall be so designed and constructed that when the signal device 
is operated at any speaker stand it will immediately set off the electrically 
lighted visual and audible alarm and indicate upon the alarm device the exact 
source of the signal and it is required as a component part of the alarm device 
there shall be provided an instrument so constructed as to designate the exact 
source of the alarm or the location of the speaker stand from which the signal 
was operated. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 6 

55.1- 20. An exit shall be located at the end of every ramp to allow traffic 
to merge into the exit area. The maximum distance to the nearest exit shall in 
no case exceed 400 feet. 
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The car capacity of the exit area shall not exceed the car capacity of the 
auditorium area. The exit area shall be located in a separate section of the 
theater and shall be used only for those cars waiting to be merged on to the 
public highway and shall be obstructed from any of the features visible and 
audible in the auditorium area. 

No exit shall exceed twelve feet in width. All exit traffic shall merge on to 
and move in the same direction of the normal highway traffic on that side of the 
highway which abuts the perimeter of the theater. No traffic therefrom shall be 
permitted to cross over the center line of the highway. No left hand turns on to 
the highway shall be permitted. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 21. Artificial illumination shall be provided as follows: 

Hold-out Area: Over-head lighting emanating from a system of incandes¬ 
cent flood lamps mounted on poles and so arranged to provide a minimum in¬ 
tensity of one foot candle of light at ground level. Flood lamps shall be mounted 
at a minimum height of fifty feet above grade. 

All electrical wiring shall be installed in accordance with section 55.1-9. 

Auditorium Area: Ground level surface lighting emanating solely from lens 
covered incandescent lamps mounted in light receptacles incorporated in the 
sides, front and rear of the bunkers on a minimum of two foot centers not more 
than ten feet above ground or surface level. Lamps shall be of sufficient wattage 
to provide a minimum and constant diffusion of light intensity of no less than 
three foot candles at all points at ground or surface level within the stall area, 
and two foot candles at all points at ground or surface level in the roadways. 

All electrical wiring shall be installed in accordance with section 55.1-9. 

Eocit Area: Over-head lighting which shall emanate from a system of in¬ 
candescent flood lamps mounted on poles at a minimum height of fifty feet above 
grade and so arranged as to provide a minimum intensity of one foot candle of 
light at ground level. 

All electrical wiring shall be installed in accordance with section 55.1-9. 
[Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 22. Exit signs shall be erected and illuminated in such a manner as to 
be visible from all points in the hold-out area, the auditorium area and the exit 
area. Exit lighting shall be installed on an emergency electrical wiring system 
and shall conform in all other respects to the general provisions of this code re¬ 
lating to buildings. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 

55.1- 23. Standard directional signs shall be mounted and illuminated by 
electricity so as to provide a minimum intensity of light upon the surface of the 
sign of five foot candles and shall conform in all other respects # to the general 
provisions of this code relating to buildings. [Added. Coun. J. 5-3-50, p. 6213.] 
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CHAPTER 56 

BUSINESS UNITS 


56-1. General requirements 


56-2. Ventilation of intermediate offices 



56-1, Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 


limited to, the following: 


Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitations within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations . 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures Required. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 
Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus . 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-2. Natural Lighting. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 

Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 









Municipal Code of Chicago 


95 


Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 
Section 67-12. Ramps. 

Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 
Section 67-15. Exterior Stairs. 
Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 
Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 
Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. 

Minimum Design Loads. 

Chapter 69. 

Materials } Methods and Tests. 

Chapter 70. 

Foundations. 

Chapter 71. 

Masonry Construction. 

Chapter 72. 

Wood Construction. 

Chapter 73. 

Reinforced Concrete Construction. 

Chapter 74. 

Steel and Metal Construction. 

Chapter 75. 

Safety Requirements. 

Chapter 76. 

Safeguards During Construction. 

Chapter 77. 

Use of Public Property. 

Chapter 78. 

Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79. 

Elevators. 

Chapter 79.1. 

Warm Air Heating Plants. 

Chapter 80. 

Heating. 

Chapter 81. 

V entilation. 

Chapters 82, 

83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 

87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 


56-2. (a) Definition. An intermediate office is a room or space used for 

business purposes enclosed by partitions and having no direct openings to the 
outside air for natural ventilation. 

(b) Natural Ventilation. Except when mechanical ventilation is provided, 
intermediate offices shall be provided with natural ventilation as herein re¬ 
quired. 

(1) An intermediate office shall have doors or other openings of not 
less than fifteen per cent of the floor area of the intermediate office open¬ 
ing into a room or space having a direct source of natural ventilation. The 
area of such direct source of natural ventilation shall comply with the 
requirements of section 66-3 applied to the combined floor areas. 
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CHAPTER 57 

MERCANTILE UNITS 


57-1. General requirements 

57-1. Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of a Mercantile Unit as defined in section 
48-7 shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also with the 
general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including, but not limited 
to, the following: 

Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitation within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations . 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures Required. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 

Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exits. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 

Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 

Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 

Section 67-12. Ramps. 
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Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 

Section 67-14. Escalators. 

Section 67-15. Exterior Stairs. 

Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 

Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 

Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 

Chapter 68. Minimum Design Loads. 

Chapter 69. Materials, Methods and Tests. 

Chapter 70. Foundations. 

Chapter 71. Masonry Construction. 

Chapter 72. Wood Construction. 

Chapter 73. Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Chapter 74. Steel and Metal Construction. 

Chapter 75. Safety Requirements. 

Chapter 76. Safeguards During Construction. 
Chapter 77. Use of Public Property. 

Chapter 78. Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79. Elevators. 

Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 

Chapter 80. Heating. 

Chapter 81. Ventilating. 

Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 
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CHAPTER 58 

INDUSTRIAL UNITS 


58-1. General requirements 58-2. Power plants 

58-1. Every building or part of a building hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of an Industrial Unit as defined in section 
48-8 shall comply with the special provisions of this chapter and also with the 
general provisions of this code pertaining to buildings, including, but not limited 
to, the following: 

Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 

Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitations within Fire Districts. 

Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations. 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures Required. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 

Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 

Section 67-6. Travel Distance to Exits. 

Section 67-7. Width of Exits. 

Section 67-8. Outside Exits. 

Section 67-9. Doors. 

Section 67-10. Stairs. 

Section 67-11. Smokeproof Towers. 
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Section 67-12. Ramps. 

Section 67-13. Horizontal Exits. 

Section 67-14. Escalators. 

Section 67-15. Exterior Stairs. 

Section 67-16. Fire Escapes. 

Section 67-17. Exit Lighting. 

Section 67-18. Exit Signs. 

Chapter 68. Minimum Design Loads. 

Chapter 69. Materials, Methods and Tests. 

Chapter 70. Foundations. 

Chapter 71. Masonry Construction. 

Chapter 72. Wood Construction. 

Chapter 73. Reinforced Concrete Construction. 

Chapter 74. Steel and Metal Construction. 

Chapter 75. Safety Requirements. 

Chapter 76. Safeguards During Construction. 

Chapter 77. Use of Public Property. 

Chapter 78. Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 

Chapter 80. Heating. 

Chapter 81. Ventilation. 

Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 

58-2. The following special requirements shall be applicable to one-story 
structures of Type II construction used exclusively for the production and dis¬ 
tribution of electricity, gas or steam, or for low hazard industrial processes 
where special height is required to accommodate craneways or installation of 
processing machinery or equipment. 

(a) Such structures shall be exempt from height limitations in feet and 
area limitations established in sections 51-1.2 and 51-2.2. 

(b) Mezzanine floors having an area not exceeding two-thirds of the main 
floor area shall be permitted. 

(c) Exterior walls located less than thirty feet from an interior lot line 
or another building and exceeding forty-five feet in height shall be of construc¬ 
tion providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 
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CHAPTER 59 


STORAGE UNITS 


59-1. General requirements 
59-2. Ventilation requirements 
59-3. Garages 
59-3.1. Definitions 
59-3.2. Location on property 
59-3.3. Construction 
59-3.4. Height and area limitations 
59-3.5. Heating 


59-3.6. Ventilation 

59-3.7. Exits 

59-4. Hangars 

59-4.1. Definitions 

59-4.2. Location on property 

59-4.3. Construction 

59-4.4. Height and area limitations 

59-4.5. Heating 



Chapter 48. Classification of Buildings by Occupancy. 

Section 48-12. Mixed Occupancy. 

Section 48-13. Occupancy Content. 

Chapter 49. Classification of Buildings by Construction Type. 
Chapter 50. Location Limitations. 

Section 50-2. Location on Property. 

Sections 50-3, 50-4, 50-5. Limitations within Fire Districts. 
Chapter 51. Height and Area Limitations . 

Section 51-1. Height Limitations. 

Section 51-2. Area Limitations. 

Section 51-3. Mixed Occupancy. 

Chapter 62. Fire-Resistive Requirements. 

Section 62-1. Fire Walls. 

Section 62-2. Exterior Walls. 

Sections 62-3, 62-4, 62-5. Enclosures Required. 

Section 62-6. Partitions. 

Section 62-7. Exterior Trim. 

Section 62-8. Roof Coverings. 

Section 62-9. Interior Wall and Ceiling Finish and Trim. 
Section 62-10. Flooring. 

Section 62-11. Roof Structures. 

Section 62-12. Firestopping. 

Chapter 63. Chimneys, Flues and Vents. 

Chapter 64. Fire Extinguishing Apparatus. 

Chapter 65. Fire-Resistive Materials and Construction. 

Chapter 66. Light, Ventilation and Sanitation. 

Section 66-3. Natural Ventilation. 

Section 66-5. Sanitation Requirements. 

Chapter 67. Exit Requirements. 

Section 67-3. Types of Exits. 

Section 67-4. Minimum Number of Exits. 

Section 67-5. Arrangement and Location of Exits. 
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Section 67-6. 
Section 67-7. 
Section 67-8. 
Section 67-9. 
Section 67-10. 
Section 67-11. 
Section 67-12. 
Section 67-13. 
Section 67-15. 
Section 67-16. 
Section 67-17. 
Section 67-18. 


Travel Distance to Exits. 
Width of Exits. 

Outside Exits. 

Doors. 

Stairs. 

Smokeproof Towers. 
Ramps. 

Horizontal Exits. 
Exterior Stairs. 

Fire Escapes. 

Exit Lighting. 

Exit Signs. 


Chapter 68. Minimum Design Loads. 

Chapter 69. Materials, Methods and Tests . 
Chapter 70. Foundations. 

Chapter 71. Masonry Construction. 

Chapter 72. Wood Construction. 

Chapter 73. Reinforced Concrete Construction. 
Chapter 74. Steel and Metal Construction. 
Chapter 75. Safety Requirements. 

Chapter 76. Safeguards Duriny Construction. 
Chapter 77. Use of Public Property. 

Chapter 78. Existing Buildings. 

Chapter 79. Elevators. 

Chapter 79.1. Warm Air Heating Plants. 

Chapter 80. Heating. 

Chapter 81. Ventilation. 

Chapters 82, 83, 162. Plumbing. 

Chapters 86, 87, 88. Electrical Requirements. 


59-2. (a) Storage areas where persons enter for limited periods of time 

need not be provided with any system of ventilation. 

(b) Storage areas occupied by persons for prolonged periods of time shall 
be provided with openings to the outside air of not less than two per cent of the 
floor area or with a system of mechanical ventilation. 


59-3. Every garage hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable pro¬ 
visions of this code pertaining to Moderate Hazard Storage Units and with the 
special provisions of sections 59-3.1 to 59-3.7, inclusive. 

59-3.1. (a) Garage. Except for private garages, a building or part of a 

building designed or used for the display, shelter, storage or servicing of motor 
vehicles containing flammable fuel, except parking facilities as defined in section 
61-20.1. 

(b) Basement Garage. A garage having its floor level more than one foot 
below grade shall be designated as a basement garage. 

(c) Loading Spaces and Driveways. Loading spaces and driveways designed 
or used for the parking or storage of motor vehicles and extending more than five 
feet into a building shall be classified as Garages. Loading spaces and driveways 
classified as auxiliary uses under section 48-12.2 shall not be classified as garages. 
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Storage Units 


(d) Parking Lot. A premises, enclosure or other place where two or more 
motor vehicles are stored or parked for hire, not within a building, in a condition 
ready for use, where rent or compensation is paid to the owner, manager or lessee 
of the premises for the storing, sheltering, keeping or maintaining of such motor 
vehicles. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 6-14-50, p. 6471; 3-14-57, p. 4430; 5-28-58, p. 7797; 11-7-58, p. 
8380.] 


59-3.2. (a) Every garage having an area exceeding 16,000 square feet shall 

have one side fronting on a street or public way not less than thirty feet wide 
and shall have one other side fronting on an open unobstructed space not less 
than ten feet wide leading to a public way. 

(b) Buildings on Parking Lots. Buildings on parking lots, for office or 
service purposes shall be in conformity with the applicable provisions of the 
building code for buildings of such class. No part of the ground area of such 
building shall be nearer to the front street line than a distance, determined by 
the commissioner of streets and electricity, after a traffic engineering survey, to 
be adequate to prevent traffic congestion on the abutting street. [Amend. Coun 
J. 6-14-50, p. 6471.] 


59-3.3. (a) Construction shall comply with requirements of chapter 49 and 

chapter 51 applying to Storage Units except that in garages of any type of con¬ 
struction all floors and ramps accessible to motor vehicles and all structural mem¬ 
bers supporting such floors shall be of Type I-A construction. 

(b) When a basement is provided in a garage building, the floor construction 
over the basement and all structural members supporting such floor construction 
shall be of Type I-A construction. 


51-2, 


59-3.4. Height and area limitations shall comply with sections 51-1 and 


59-3.5. (a) Enclosures. Heating plants, other than approved direct-fired 

unit heaters, shall be separated from all garage space by walls providing fire 
resistance of not less than four hours and by floors and ceilings providing fire 
resistance of not less than two hours. Openings in walls except as required for 
pipes and ducts shall be limited to one means of access which shall be through a 
vestibule protected on each side with a self-closing Class A fire door. 

(b) Equipment. Except as provided in paragraphs (c) and (d), garage 
heating shall be by means of radiation or convection from hot water, vapor, 
or steam heating systems of which the boilers or devices containing combustion 
chambers and the fuel storage spaces shall be separated from every garage space 
as required in paragraph (a). 

(c) Gas or Oil Unit Heaters. Gas fired or oil fired unit heaters, subject to 
the following provisions, shall be permitted in garages: 

(1) The flames shall be protected from draughts of air and contact with 
combustible materials. 

(2) Unit heaters shall be so installed that the bottom of the heater 
shall not be less than eight feet above the floor. They shall be constructed 
and arranged to conform to the requirements of the “Recommended Good 
Practice Requirements of the National Board of Fire Underwriters for 
the Construction and Protection of Garages, N.B.F.U. Pamphlet No. 88 
1939.” 

(3) Direct-fired unit heaters specifically approved for use in garages 
in the “List of Inspected Gas, Oil, and Miscellaneous Appliances, Under¬ 
writers’ Laboratories, Inc., November, 1956”, shall be considered acceptable 
under the provisions of this section. 

(d) Electric Unit Heaters. Electric unit heaters constructed and installed 
to conform to the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., “Standard for Electric Heat¬ 
ing Appliances”, Fourth Edition, May 1940, shall be permitted in garages. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 


59-3.6. Garages shall be provided with mechanical ventilation complying 
with the requirements of chapter 81. 
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59-3.7. Pedestrian exits shall be provided complying with the requirements 
of chapter 67, applying to Storage Units, except that a vehicle ramp may be 
substituted for not more than one required means of vertical exit and one vehicle 
door may be substituted for not more than one exterior exit door. 

59-4. Every hangar hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable pro¬ 
visions of this code pertaining to Moderate Hazard Storage Units and with the 
special provisions of sections 59-4.1 to 59-4.4, inclusive. 

59-4.1. (a) Hangar. A building or part of a building designed or used for 

the shelter, storage or servicing of one or more aircraft. 

(b) Aircraft Sales and Display Rooms. Rooms used for the display or sale 
of aircraft containing no flammable liquid during such sale or display shall be 
classified as Mercantile Units. 

59-4.2. Location of hangars shall comply with the requirements applying 
to garages as provided in section 59-3.2. 

59-4.3. (a) The type of construction required for any hangar shall be de¬ 

termined by height and area limitations as established in section 59-3.4. 

(b) In a hangar of any type of construction, all floors or ramps accessible 
to aircraft and all structural members supporting such floors shall be of* Type 
I-A construction. 

(c) Floors of hangars shall be not less than three inches above grade. 

(d) No basement shall be permitted under any hangar except as required 
for a heating plant separated from the hangar as provided in section 59-3.5. 

59-4.4. No hangar shall be hereafter erected or altered to exceed the maxi¬ 
mum allowable heights and areas established in Table 59-4.4. 


TABLE 59-4.4. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE HEIGHTS AND AREAS 

OF HANGARS. 


Construction 

Type 

Maximum Height 


Maximum 

Area 

Sq . Ft. 

Stories 

Feet 

I-A 

4 

100 

40,000 

I-B 

2 

50 

35,000 

I-C 

1 

50 

30,000 

n 

1 

50 

25,000 

m-A 

1 

50 

20,000 

m-B 

1 

50 

15,000 

m-c 

1 

50 

10,000 

TV-A 

1 

50 

8,000 

IV-B 

1 

50 

5,000 


Floor areas may be increased to two times the areas established in Table 
59-4.4 when the building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic 
sprinkler system. 


59-4.5. Heating of hangars shall comply with the requirements of section 
59-3.5 governing heating of garages. 
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CHAPTER 60 

HAZARDOUS USE UNITS 


General Provisions 

60- 1. Code requirements 
60- 2. Definitions 
60- 3. Types of occupancies 
60- 4. Classification of occupancies 
60- 5. Location near hospitals and 
assembly places 
60- 6. Lot occupancy 
60- 7. Court requirements 

Safety Clearances 

60- 8. Definition 
60- 9. Dry cleaning’ buildings 
60-10. Flammable liquid tanks above 
ground 

60-11. Flammable liquid distilling 
and condensing plants 
60-12. Flammable liquids buildings 
60-13. Fume or explosion hazard 
buildings 

60-14. Grain bleachers 
60-15. Grain elevators and malt 
houses 

60-16. Hazardous chemical storage 
buildings 

60-17. Magazines 

60-18. Nitrocellulose buildings 

Construction 

60-19. Interior doorways 
60-20. Standard fireproof cabinet 
60-21. Standard fireproof vault 
60-22. Asphalt, tar, pitch, and resin 
heating rooms 

60-23. Cereal, feed, flour, grist, and 
starch mills 

60-24. Corrosive acid storage build¬ 
ings 

60-25. Dry cleaning buildings 
60-26. Fume or explosion hazard 
buildings 

60-27. Fume or explosion hazard 
room 

60-28. Grain bleachers 
60-29. Grain elevators and malt 
houses 

60-30. Grinding, dust producing, Ja¬ 
panning, enameling, paint 
mixing or spaying* rooms 
60-31. Hazardous chemical rooms 
60-32. Hazardous chemical storage 
vaults 

60-33. Hazardous chemical storage 
buildings 

60-34. Flammable material storage 
buildings 

60-55. Flammable material storage 
rooms 

60-36. Lumber dry kilns 
60-37. Magazines 

60-38. Motion picture trial exhibition 
rooms 

60-39. Nitrocellulose buildings 
60-40. Nitrocellulose rooms 


60-41. Nitrocellulose products build- 
# ings 

60-42. Nitrocellulose products rooms 
60-43. Picker or shredder rooms 
60-44. Manufactured gas buildings 
60-45. Special drying rooms having 
hazardous vapors 
60-46. Rooms for handling waste 
paper 

60-47. Service or filling stations 
60-48. Smoke houses and smoke rooms 
60-49. Portable smoke rooms 
60-50. Standard drying rooms 
60-51. Special room for flammable 
liquids 

60-52. Flammable liquid tanks above 
ground 

60-53. Underground and enclosed 
flammable liquid tanks 
60-54. Flammable liquid tanks in 
buildings 

Rooms and Floor Areas 

60-55. General requirements 
60-56. Unlimited fire areas 
60-57. Rooms prohibited in base¬ 
ments 

60-58. Asphalt, tar, resin heating 
60-59. Dry cleaning rooms 
60-60. Fume or explosion hazard 
buildings and rooms 
60-61. Hazardous chemicals 
60-62. Motion picture trial exhibition 
rooms 

60-63. Nitrocellulose products rooms 
60-64. Picker or shredder rooms 

Multiple Use Buildings 
60- 65. General requirements 
60- 66. Occupancies permitted and 
prohibited 

60- 67. Separating construction 
60- 68. Communicating openings 
60- 69. Courts 

Means of Exit 

60- 70. General requirements 
60- 71. Exits near openings 
60- 72. Distance to exits 
60- 73. Number of exits 
60- 74. Vertical means of exit 
60- 75. Dry cleaning building 
60- 76. Film examining or repairing 
rooms 

60- 77. Motion picture trial exhibi¬ 
tion rooms 

Windows and Ventilation 
60- 78. General requirements 
60- 79. Standard fireproof cabinet 
60- 80. Standard fireproof vaults 
60- 81. Dry cleaning rooms 
60- 82. Flammable liquids 
60- 83. Fume or explosion hazard 
rooms 
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60- 84. Hazardous chemical, grind¬ 
ing or dust producing 
rooms 

60- 85. Japanning, enameling, paint 
mixing or spraying rooms 

60- 86. Material heating rooms, 

highly flammable storage 
rooms, picker or shredder 
rooms 

60- 87. Motion picture trial exhibi¬ 
tion rooms 

60- 88. Nitrocellulose products 
rooms 

60- 89. Special drying rooms 


Equipment 

60- 90. General requirements 
60- 91. Conveyors and ducts 
60- 92. Grounding 
60- 93. Electrical apparatus 
60- 94. Open fires and lights 
60- 95. Piping through special 
rooms 

60- 96. Directional signs 
60- 97. Rooms for flammable liquids 
60- 98. Dip tanks for flammable 
liquids 

60- 99. Pipes for flammable liquids 
60-100. Relief valves for flammable 
liquids 

60-101. Filling pipe and hose for 
flammable liquids 

60-102. Flammable liquid containers 
60-103. Flammable liquid reclaimers 
and recovery systems 
60-104. Gasoline gauging or vending 
devices 

60-105. Dry cleaning buildings 
60-106. Drying rooms 
60-107. Grain bleachers 
60-108. Grinding and dust- produc¬ 
ing rooms 


60-109. Japanning and enameling 
ovens 

60-110. Lumber dry kilns 
60-111. Nitrocellulose products 
rooms 

60-112. Paint mixing, spraying, 

picker or shredder rooms 
60-113. Motion picture exhibition 
rooms 

60-114. Smoke houses and smoke 
rooms 

Danger Signs 

60-115. Fume or explosion hazard 
60-116. Flammable liquids and 
materials 

60-117. Hazardous chemicals 
60-118. Magazines 
60-119. Dry cleaning building, picker 
or shredder room 

Fire Protection 

60-120. General requirements 
60-121. Automatic sprinklers 
60-122. Standpipe systems 
60-123. Fire extinguishers 
60-124. Fireproof metal cabinets 
60-125. Standard fireproof vaults 
60-126. Acetylene gas manufacture 
60-127. Dip tanks for flammable 
liquids 

60-128. Dry cleaning buildings 
60-129. Grain bleachers 
60-130. Picker or shredder rooms 

Artificial Lighting and Exit Signs 

60-131. General requirements 
60-132. Artificial lighting 
60-133. Exit signs 
60-134. Standard fireproof vaults 


60-1. Every building, or part of a building, hereafter designed, erected, 
altered or converted for the purposes of a hazardous use unit shall comply with 
the general provisions in this code pertaining to buildings and in addition shall 
comply with the special provisions of this chapter. The requirements of this 
code shall apply to any hazardous use units used for industrial or storage pur¬ 
poses, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. Every existing building 
having an occupancy which would be classed as a hazardous use unit by the 
building provisions of this code shall be so classified with respect to any ad¬ 
ditions, increase in capacity, or alteration thereof, and shall conform to the pro¬ 
visions of this chapter and of chapter 78 for existing buildings and structures. 

60-2. The following terms used in this chapter are hereby defined as 
follows: 

Corrosive acid storage building. A building, or part of a building, de¬ 
signed, intended or used for no purposes other than that of the storage of hydro¬ 
chloric acid, nitric acid, sulphuric acid, hydrofluoric acid or any other corrosive 
acid. 

Dry cleaning building. A building, or part of a building, designed, intended 
or used for no purpose other than the purpose of dry cleaning or spotting as 
defined in chapter 121 of this code. 

Dry cleaning room. A room for the purpose of carrying on dr^ cleaning 
process in a dry cleaning building. 
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Explosives. Any chemical compounded or mechanical mixture whirh i= 

mature may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the 
resultant gaseous pressures will be capable of producing destructfve efferts on 

divided* 0 ^ follows: ° r ° f deStr ° ying Mfe ° r limb and sha11 incluKrtfiefsub” 

containing moSYha e nsSy per wnt ofSoglyceri^lny high explLive P whiIh 
perm^s the leakage of nitroglycerin under Iny conditions an^nitrolMose 
in a dry condition in a quantity of more than ten pounds in one exterior 
package, any fulminate of mercury in a dry condition; any fulminate of other 

as a component of articles not otherwise pro¬ 
hibited, any fireworks which combine an explosive and a detonator or anv 

No e ne 0 rifn P ,b°ah b £ the laWS ° f the state or ^ ^her sections of this code 

city P h 11 have ’ keep or use an y of thes e unlawful explosives within the 

nrohihitl/^v °^o ed e explosives ' Black Powder high explosives not otherwise 
wet fnlmfnitn the foregoing subparagraph, blasting caps, smokeless powder, 
e t fulm ina t e of mercury, ammunition for cannon and small arms exnlosive 
projectiles, railway torpedoes and flares, marine and highway flares detonat¬ 
ing fuses, primers, fuses and safety squibs. Such explosives may be stored 
or used in accordance with the provisions of this code. * 

Fireworks. Any fireworks which are intended to be used for any public 
ordinances of The city® *“* ° therwise prohibi ted by the laws of the state or any 

Flammable liquids. All flammable liquids shall be divided into four 
classes according to the flash point as follows: 

Class I. Liquids with flash point below twenty-five degrees Fahrenheit 
four degrees below zero Centigrade, closed cup tester. ’ 

Class II. Liquids with a flash point above that for class I and below 
seventy degrees Fahrenheit, twenty-one degrees Centigrade, closed cup tester. 

_ 2 Us * H L . Liquids with a flash point above that for Class II and below 
one hundred eighty-seven degrees Fahrenheit, eighty-six degrees Centigrade. 

Class IV. Liquids with a flash point above that for Class III, the flash 
points shall be as determined with testers approved by the bureau of fire pre- 
I+ e a n T° n a bU l ^ e . cup tester stanclardized by the United States bureau of 
standards shall be authoritative in case of dispute. All tests shall be made 
m accordance with the methods approved by the bureau of fire prevention. 
Flammable liquids shall include: 


Class I. 

Ether. 

Carbon Bisulphide. 
Gasoline. 

Naphtha. 

Benzol. 

Collodion. 

Acetone. 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas. 

Class II. 

Alcohol. 

Amyl Acetate. 

Toluol. 

Ethyl Acetate. 

Methyl Acetate. 


Class III. 

Kerosene. 
Amyl Alcohol. 
Turpentine. 
Fuel Oil. 
Whiskey. 


Class IV. 
Petroleum. 


J 
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Any fluid, manufactured liquid or fluid commodity, such as paint, varnish 
or lacquer, dryer, or cleaning solution or polishing liquid which contains flam¬ 
mable liquid shall be classed in accordance with this section according to the 
flash point of the mixture. 

Flammable liquid container. Any can, bucket, barrel, tank or other vessel 
in which flammable liquids are stored or kept for sale. 

Fume or explosion hazard building, room and gases. 

(a) Fume or explosion hazard building. A building, or part of a building, 
designed, intended or used for the purpose of manufacturing, compressing or 
storing any fume hazard gas or any explosion hazard gas, either at a pressure 
of more than fifteen pounds per square inch or in a quantity of more than 
twenty-five hundred cubic feet. 

(b) Fume or explosion hazard room. A room designed, intended or used 
for any of the purposes described under the preceding paragraph and which 
is located in a building other than a fume or explosion hazard building. 

( c) Fume hazard gases. Ammonia gas, chlorine gas, phosgene gas, sul¬ 
phur dioxide gas and any other gas which, as determined by the committee on 
standards and tests, is in fact a poisonous irritant or corrosive gas and is not 
susceptible to fire or explosion, shall each be defined as a fume hazard gas. 

(d) Explosion hazard gases, acetylene gas, ammonia gas, ether gas, ethyl 
chloride gas, ethylene gas, liquefied hydrocarbon gases, liquefied petroleum 
gases, hydrogen gas, illuminating gas, methyl chloride gas and any other gas 
which is a poisonous, irritant or corrosive gas and is also a gas susceptible to 
explosion under any condition or is not a poisonous, irritant or corrosive gas 
but is a gas susceptible to explosion under any condition shall each be defined 
as an explosion gas. 

Grain elevator , malt house and similar building. A building designed, in¬ 
tended or used for the purpose of receiving, storing, delivering, working with 
or treating grain in bulk. 

Grinding or dust producing room. A room containing a machine or device 
for grinding, pulverizing, buffing or polishing, which produces dust, lint, 
shavings or other fine particles of matter liable to spontaneous ignition or 
explosion, or a room in which it is proposed to install any such machine or de¬ 
vice. 

Hazardous chemical storage building. A building, or part of a building, 
designed, intended or used for no purpose other than that of the storage of any 
such chemical or material as named in the definition of “hazardous chemical 
room” in the following paragraph. 

Hazardous chemical room. A room designed, intended or used for the 
purposes of storing or using aluminum powder, calcium carbide, calcium phos¬ 
phide, metallic potassium, metallic sodium, phosphorous, sodium peroxide or 
any other chemical or material which, as determined by the committee on 
standards and tests will in fact, create an equally or more serious flame hazard, 
or an equally or more serious explosion hazard, or an equally or more serious 
flame and explosion hazard when coming in contact with water or moisture. 

Highly flammable material storage building. A building, or part of a build¬ 
ing, designed, intended or used for the purpose of storing hay, straw, broom 
corn, hemp, jute, sisal, moss, sawdust, other wood dust, shavings, excelsior, 
fiber, hair or any other similar material which involves an equally or more 
serious flame hazard. 

Highly flammable material storage room. A room designed, intended or 
used only for the purposes described under the preceding paragraph, which is 
located in a building other than a highly flammable material storage building. 

Highly hazardous material, product, article or substance. Any material, 
product, article or substance which is liable to burn with rapidity, or while 
burning to emit poisonous or noxious fumes or while burning to cause explo¬ 
sions. 

Magazine. A building, or part of a building, designed, intended or used 
for the storage of an explosive or fireworks, other than building which is other¬ 
wise classified under this chapter. 
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„ora 60 "?' T1 \e following types of occupancy shall be include 
use units as defined in section 48-10: include 


Asphalt, tar, pitch and resin heating rooms 
Corrosion acid storage buildings. 

Dry cleaning buildings. 

Fume or explosion hazard buildings and rooms. 

Crain bleachers. 

Grain elevators. 

Grinding and dust producing rooms. 

Trfcfuw °a S che ™ ical r ? 0I ? s and storage buildings. 

Highly flammable material storage buildings and rooms 
Japanning and enameling rooms 6 rooms. 

Lumber dry kilns. 

Malt houses and similar buildings 
Magazines. 

Motion picture trial exhibition rooms. 


as hazardous 
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Motion picture studios. 

Nitrocellulose buildings. 

Nitrocellulose products buildings and rooms including certain rooms in 
motion picture film exchanges. 

Paint mixing or spraying rooms. 

Picker or shredder rooms. 

Rooms for storage or baling of waste paper. 

Smoke houses and smoke rooms. 

Standard drying rooms. 

Industrial properties with occupancies such as: 

Artificial flowers. 

Artificial and imitation leather. 

Carpet linings. 

Cereal, food, flour, grist and starch mills. 

Cotton batting. 

Cotton clothing. 

Cotton rag sorting. 

Cotton waste. 

Explosives. 

Feather renovating. 

Fireworks. 

Flammable liquids. 

Shoddy mills. 

Straw goods. 

Sugar grinding. 

Varnish. 

Woodworking. 

60-4. Hazardous use units shall, for the purposes of this chapter, be fur¬ 
ther classified and subdivided as hazardous use general units, hazardous use 
storage units and hazardous use industrial units. 

Hazardous use general units . A hazardous use general unit shall include 
any hazardous use unit other than a hazardous use storage unit and other 
than a hazardous use industrial unit. 

Hazardous use storage units. A hazardous use storage unit shall include 
any hazardous use unit designed, intended or used for the storage of high 
hazard materials, high hazard products and all other high hazard storage uses 
not otherwise classified under this chapter. Hazardous use storage units shall 
include among others: 

Corrosive acid storage buildings. 

Fume or explosion hazard buildings and rooms for no other purpose than 
storage. 

Grain elevators. 

Hazardous chemical storage buildings. 

Malt houses and similar buildings. 

Highly flammable material storage buildings and rooms. 

Magazines. 

Nitrocellulose buildings. 

Nitrocellulose products buildings and rooms for no purpose other than 
storage. 

Rooms for the storage of waste paper. 

Hazardous use industrial units. A hazardous use industrial unit shall in¬ 
clude any hazardous use unit designed, intended or used for industrial pur¬ 
poses, including any operation or process incident to the producing, fabricating, 
assembling developing, moulding, pressing, preparing or adapting for use, re¬ 
pairing or refinishing of any high hazard material, high hazard product, article 
or substance or high hazard parts or appliances of any product or article not 
otherwise classified under this chapter. Hazardous use industrial units shall 
include, among others: 

Fume or explosion hazard buildings or rooms in which any manufacturing 
is done. 

Grain bleachers. 
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Grinding and dust producing rooms. 

Japanning and enameling rooms. 

Lumber dry kilns. 

Nitrocellulose buildings. 

Nitrocellulose products buildings and rooms in which any nitrocellulose 
manufacturing is done. 

Paint mixing or spraying rooms. 

Picker or shredder rooms. 

Smoke houses and smoke rooms. 

Standard drying rooms and other drying rooms for the drying of articles 
or materials which will give off explosive or flammable vapors during 
the drying process and industrial properties with occupancies such as 
those named under section 60-33. 


60-5. No corrosive acid storage building, hazardous chemical storage 
building, dry cleaning building, grain bleacher, grain elevator, malt house or 
similar building, nitrocellulose building or nitrocellulose products building shall 
be located nearer than one hundred feet to any building in which there is an 
institutional, assembly or open air assembly unit, except as otherwise provided 
by sections 60-8 to 60-18. 


60-6. The location of any hazardous use unit shall conform to such regu¬ 
lations and limitations of other provisions of this code applicable thereto and 
more restrictive than the building provisions of this code. Frontage consents 
snail be required for certain occupancies as provided by chapter 40 of this code. 

60-7. Every court which is necessary in order to obtain windows or other 
openings for required natural lighting and natural ventilation shall be made to 
conform with the provisions of this code for such a court in an industrial or 
storage unit, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

Safety Clearance 

60-8. Whenever in the following sections the words “safety clearance” 
are used, said words shall be construed to require a space open its entire area 
to the sky, and which shall be continuous on all sides of the building or structure* 
between such building and any other building, or property dividing lot line, or 
the opposite side of every adjoining and adjacent public way or public park’, or 
any main line of a steam, electric, elevated railway or any other railwav rieht 
of way. 

60-9. At least one side of every dry cleaning building in which a flammable 
solvent having a flash point below one hundred forty degrees Fahrenheit (closed 
cup tester) is used shall have a safety clearance of not less than fifteen feet 
and every side, which is nearer than fifteen feet to another building or structure’ 
or to a lot line, shall be a solid wall without any opening. 

60-10. The minimum required safety clearance for flammable liquid storage 
tanks above ground, in reference to any building or lot line, shall be regulated 
according to capacity as follows: 

Minimum distance to line 

_ .. . . of adjoining property which 

Combined capacity of tanks may be built upon 

(gallons) (feet) 

1 to 15,000 10 

15,001 to 30,000 20 

30,001 to 60,000 30 

Each three thousand gallons additional, one foot additional, with a maxi¬ 
mum requirement of two hundred fifty feet, provided however, that for tanks 
containing liquids having a flash point above 175 degrees Fahrenheit the maxi¬ 
mum requirement shall be one hundred fifty feet. The safety clearance between 
tanks shall be regulated according to capacity as follows: 
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Capacity of the larger 
of the two tanks 
(gallons) 


Minimum clearance 
between tanks 
(feet) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

10 

10 

13 

15 

Distance equal to the diameter 
of the greatest horizontal dimen¬ 
sion of the larger tank. 


300 or less 


500 

1,000 

8,000 


12,000 

18,000 

24,000 

30,000 

48,000 

75,000 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

500,000 


A tolerance of ten per cent in capacity shall be allowed in all tanks. The 
minimum required safety clearance for flammable liquid storage tanks above 
ground, required by this section may be reduced to the minimum safety clear¬ 
ance between tanks, as provided above, whenever such tank is individually diked 
and protected by fire walls of four hour fire-resistive construction, extending 
not less than three feet above and beyond each tank, and provided with a 
fender or return wall for each such fire wall of the same height and thickness 
.ah each end and extending not less than three feet on each side of such fire 
wall. 

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted or construed to apply to any 
group of oil-storage tanks, every part of which group has an open space of 
not less than 1,000 feet, continuous on all sides of the group of tanks or 
between such group of tanks and any building or property dividing line, or the 
opposite side of each adjoining and adjacent public way or public park or any 
main line of a steam, electric, elevated railway or any other railway right-of- 
way, provided that the provisions of this paragraph shall apply only to oil 
storage tanks storing liquids above the ground, and which liquids have a flash 
point above 150 degrees F. This paragraph shall not apply to any liquids stored 
under the ground. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-16-59, p. 9916; 4-21-59, p. 42.] 

60-11. All distilling and condensing plants, except as provided in section 
60-103 shall have a clearance of not less than three hundred feet in reference 
to any building or lot line. 

60-12. Any building, or group of buildings, used exclusively for the purpose 
of handling, distributing or storage of flammable liquids shall be exempt from 
the safety clearance requirements of this chapter with respect to any other 
building or structure, or storage tank within the same group and used for 
similar purposes, except as provided by section 60-10 for clearance between 
tanks. 

60-13. Every building hereafter designed, erected, altered or converted for 
the purpose of manufacturing or storing for resale, any fume or explosion 
hazard gas in a quantity exceeding twenty-five hundred cubic feet during any 
twenty-four hour period shall be free standing and isolated by a safety clear¬ 
ance of not less than two hundred fifty feet. Every building hereafter designed, 
erected, altered or converted for the purpose of manufacturing, compressing or 
storing acetylene gas at a pressure of more than fifteen pounds per square inch, 
shall be free standing and isolated by a safety clearance of not less than two 
hundred fifty feet. 

Any building or group of buildings used for the purpose of the production, 
distribution or storage of any fume or explosion hazard gas, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of the preceding paragraph with respect to any other build¬ 
ing or structure within the same group and used for similar purposes. Any 
public utility engaged in the production, distribution or storage of illuminating 
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With Barricades . Whenever a magazine for explosives is screened by 
natural features of the ground, or by an artificial mound of solid earth of such 
height that any straight line drawn from the top of any side v/all of such maga¬ 
zine to any point twenty-five feet above the nearest lot lines, or to the highest 
point of any building within the radius to be protected, will pass through such 
intervening earth barrier, then such minimum required horizontal safety clear¬ 
ances required by the first paragraph of this section may be reduced fifty per 
cent; provided, however, that for every one foot such magazine is depressed 
below the street grade at a quarry or other pit, such minimum required hori¬ 
zontal safety clearance may be reduced ten feet; provided further, that such 
lateral safety clearance shall be not less than twenty-five feet in any case. 

60-18. Every nitrocellulose building shall be free standing and isolated by 
a safety clearance computed at the rate of five feet per one thousand pounds 
or fraction thereof of nitrocellulose manufactured or reclaimed; provided, how¬ 
ever, that such safety clearance shall in no case be less than fifty feet; and 
provided further, that the requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to 
any buildings in which twenty-five pounds or less of nitrocellulose are manufac¬ 
tured or reclaimed during any twenty-four hour period. 

Construction 

60-19. Every interior doorway from any room or part of a hazardous use 
unit, which is required to have an enclosure of one hour fire-resistive or more 
fire-resistive construction, shall have a fire door as provided by chapter 65 for 
such an enclosure, except as otherwise required by this chapter. 

60-20. The maximum capacity of a standard fireproof cabinet shall be two 
hundred pounds of nitrocellulose material or nitrocellulose product, or other 
high hazard material for which such vault is intended. All standard fireproof 
cabinets shall be constructed of metal. The bottom, top and sides shall be made 
of sheet metal not less than No. 18 U. S. standard gauge in thickness, and such 
cabinet shall be double walled with not less than one and one-half inches air 
space between the double walls. All joints in the sheet metal shall be riveted or 
welded. All doors shall be of construction equal to the cabinet, and shall have a 
three point lock and self-closing device. Any standard fireproof cabinet having 
more than one compartment shall have a separate partition constructed of not 
less* than No. 18 U. S. standard gauge sheet metal, double walled, with an air 
space not less than one and one-half inches between the surface thereof. 

60-21. General. The walls, floor and ceilings of a standard fireproof vault, 
whenever such a room is required by this code, shall be built of reinforced 
concrete or masonry of not less than three hours fire-resistive construction. The 
distance from the floor to the ceiling of a standard fireproof vault shall not 
exceed eleven feet. Where a standard fireproof vault is located within any 
building the cubical contents of such standard fireproof vault shall not exceed 
seven hundred fifty cubic feet. Where a standard fireproof vault is located 
outside of a building so that a safety clearance of not less than five feet is 
provided on not less than three sides of such fireproof vault, the cubical contents 
of such vault shall not exceed fifteen hundred cubic feet. Nothing in this 
chapter shall be construed as prohibiting more than one standard fireproof 
vault in any building or structure or on any lot or plot of ground. All openings 
in the floors, walls or ceilings of standard fireproof vault, except required vent 
flue openings and window openings for ventilation, shall be equipped and pro¬ 
tected with a Class A fire door of the automatic type and shall have as its 
actuating mechanism to close such door, a thermostatic releasing device. No 
wood floor, wood racks, wood shelves, or any other combustible material other 
than the substance for which any standard fireproof vault is intended shall be 
allowed or permitted in such vault. Shelves or racks used to support the 
material stored in vault shall be of metal and of open construction, so arranged 
as to permit water from the sprinkler heads to pass between container or 
packages. 

Flammable Liquids and Acids. W T herever a standard fireproof vault is used 
for the storage of flammable liquids or corrosive acids there shall be a sill at 
every doorway thereto, constructed of non-combustible materials and of suffi- 
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cient height to provide a liquid tight basin capable of retaining one and one-half 
times the total quantity of liquid kept or stored in such vault. All floor drains 
in a vault used for storing or keeping flammable liquids or corrosive acids shall 
have no connections with the drainage system of the building, but shall be 
arranged to drain to a location outside of the building' remote from all connec¬ 
tions or drains to the sewer system. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

60-22. Every room hereafter designed, erected, altered or converted for 
urposes of heating asphalt, tar, pitch or resin by means of direct heat 
shall have an enclosure of not less than two hour fire-resistive construction 
Every doorway in any such room shall have a sill of sufficient height and the 
floor and walls of the room shall be so constructed as to form a basin which 
will confine within the room, one and one-half times the maximum amount of 
asphalt, tar, pitch or resin in liquid form, for which accommodations are 
provided in the room. Every inside doorway connecting any such room with 
another such room shall be provided with a Class C fire door. 

60-23. Every building, or part of a building, designed, erected, altered or 
converted for the purposes of a cereal mill, feed mill, flour mill, grist mill, or 
starch mill and in which more than five hundred pounds of any cereal, feed, 
flour, grist or starch is produced during any twenty-four hour period shali be of 
Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction. 


60-24. Every corrosive acid storage building shall be of Type I-A, I-B or 
I-C construction and shall be without any basement, except a basement provided 
and used for purposes other than that of the storage of corrosive acid. 

60-25. Every dry cleaning building in which a flammable solvent having 
a flash point below one hundred forty degrees Fahrenheit (closed cup tester) 
is used shall be of Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction, with all walls, both exterior 
and interior, of construction the same as required for a fire wall. There shall 
be no basement or mezzanine in any such building. The surface of the first 
f a i* J}igher than any walk, pavement or ground adjoining the building, 

and the first floor construction shall be such that there will be no air space or 
void in or beneath it. There shall be no doorway, window or other opening be¬ 
tween any two dry cleaning rooms. Every doorway of any such building shall 
be provided with a non-combustible door and every window thereof shall be a 
fire window. 


Dry cleaning systems utilizing a solvent having a flash point of one hundred 
forty degrees Fahrenheit and above (closed cup tester) may be employed in anv 
business, mercantile storage or industrial unit: Provided, that the equipment 
installed therein shall conform to the Regulations of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters for Safeguarding Dry Cleaning and Dry Dyeing Plants published 
m its pamphlet No. 32 dated February, 1944, for the class designated therein 
as Class II, provided further, that in buildings of mixed occupa,ncy such dry 
cleaning systems shall be separated from other occupancies by construction of 
two hour fire-resistive value; provided further, that doorways communicating 
with other occupancies or with a public corridor are provided with Class C 
fire-resistive doors; provided further, that rooms in which such systems are 
employed shall have windows in area equal to not less than ten per cent of the 
floor area; provided further, that such windows shall be hung off-center and 
made to operate by rate-of-rise device so that the sash will drop outward in 
the event of fire or explosion; provided further, that such windows shall open 
to a street, alley, court or other space open to the sky; and provided further 
that no such dry cleaning system shall be located in any part of a budding 
used as a retail store in which more than two salespersons are employed. 

Dry cleaning systems in which solvents of the cholorinated hydrocarbon tvDe 
are used may be employed in any business, mercantile, industrial or storage 
unit: Provided, that such system is so constructed as to prevent the escape of 
any vapors into the atmosphere of the room, or shall be enclosed within air 
tight partitions, immediately surrounding the system, so as to prevent the 
escape of such vapors beyond the enclosed space; provided further that in anv 
case where such systems are used, adequate ventilation capable of changing the 
air in the room every three minutes shall be supplied; provided that such 
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systems shall exhaust to the outside atmosphere, and the exhaust outlet shall 
not be closer than twenty feet to the opening of any building; and provided 
further, that no such dry cleaning system shall be located in any dwelling or 
place of public assembly. 

60-26. General . Every fume or explosion hazard building shall be without 
any basement, except such a basement as is permitted under section 60-33 for a 
hazardous chemical storage building. 

Fume Hazard Gases . Type I-A, I-B, I-C, II, III-A, III-B or III-C construction 
shall be used for any building in which any fume hazard gas is manufactured, 
compressed air stored; provided, however, that a building may be of any type 
of construction permissible respectively for an Industrial Unit or a Storage 
Unit under the provisions of this code, where any gas is permitted to be stored 
or used on the premises. Every such building of Type III-A, III-B or III-C 
construction should be not more than one-story above grade in height and shall 
have no mezzanine unless such building is equipped throughout with a standard 
system of automatic sprinklers. 

Explosion hazard gases. Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction shall be used for 
any building in which any explosion hazard gas is manufactured, compressed or 
stored; provided, however, that a building may be of any type of construction 
permissible respectively for an industrial unit or a storage unit under chapter 
51, where any such gas is permitted to be stored or used on the premises. 

Refrigerating systems. Any mechanical refrigerating system built in ac¬ 
cordance with the provisions of chapter 85 shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this section. 

Gas holders. * It shall be unlawful to take out of service any gas holders 
containing explosion hazard gases, or to make any connections thereto within 
the city without first notifying the commissioner of buildings twenty-four hours 
in advance, and without first emptying and purging such gas holders of all 
explosive gases, and without first making a physical disconnection of all connect- 
ing piping, taking out sections thereof to make such disconnections. Before 
making such repairs, the contents of the gas holders shall be tested and the 
analysis of the mixture of air or inert gases therein shall be recorded and 
reported to the commissioner of buildings. Every such gas holder or tank, con¬ 
taining more than twenty-five hundred cubic feet of gas, shall be inspected at 
least once every five years by a recognized authority, employed by the owner 
and approved by the commissioner of buildings, and a report of all such inspec¬ 
tions showing the condition of said gas holder or tank, together with a statement 
of necessary repairs and the further statement that such repairs have been made 
and that said gas holder or tank is in a good and safe condition with an ex¬ 
pectancy that this condition will endure for the succeeding term of five years, 
shall be submitted to the commissioner of buildings. A non-corrosive metal tag 
containing the date of every such inspection and approval shall be attached to 
each such gas holder following every such inspection. The provisions of this 
paragraph shall not apply to cylinder or containers meeting the requirements 
of the interstate commerce commission regulations for interstate shipments. 

60-27. (a) General. Every fume or explosion hazard room in a building 

ofj Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction shall have an enclosure of two hour fire- 
resistive construction, except as otherwise provided under this section. Every 
such room in a building of other than Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction shall be 
enclosed by not less than one hour fire-resistive construction; provided, however, 
that the requirements of paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section shall prevail 
where inconsistent with this paragraph. 

(b) Water Purifying Equipment. No corrosive, explosive, flammable, irri¬ 
tant, poisonous, toxic or other noxious gas in a quantity exceeding ten pounds, 
whether in a container, cylinder, piping or other water purifying equipment 
shall be permitted in any assembly unit. All containers, cylinders, piping or 
other equipment containing more than ten pounds of such gases named in this 
section in any other building, shall be located within a room or space having a 
four hour fire-resistive enclosure. Any such room shall have no opening except 
to an open court, private alley, public way, or other open space not less than 
one hundred square feet in area. Nothing in the provisions of this section shall 
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be construed as prohibiting the location of such equipment in the same room 
with a furnace, boiler, or other heat producing unit or incinerator, if such room 
is made to comply with the provisions of this section. 

(c) Codling and refrigerating equipment . Any room or space used for 
cooling or refrigerating equipment shall conform to the requirements of chapter 
85 for refrigerating systems. 

60-28. Every grain bleacher shall be of Type I-A construction. No com¬ 
bustible construction shall be used between a grain bleacher and any other 
building. 

60-29. Every grain elevator, malt house and similar building shall be of 
Type I-A construction. 

60-29.1. In any existing grain elevator, malt house or similar building, the 
exterior walls of the marine tower, which is defined as that part of the structure 
in which is located the machinery for conveying grain from boats to the con¬ 
veying bridge and thence to the bins; and the exterior walls of cupolas and con¬ 
veyor bridge, which is that part of the structure housing the conveying and 
elevating machinery above the fireproof bins, may, if the same require replace¬ 
ment, be replaced with galvanized corrugated steel, protected metal or asbestos 
corrugated material fastened to the steel structure by rust-proof bolts. 

60-30. Every grinding or dust producing room, paint mixing or spraying 
room and every room containing a japanning or enameling dip tank, vat, or 
japanning oven located in any building other than a building of Type I-A, I-B, 
or I-C construction, which is also equipped throughout with a standard system 
of automatic sprinklers, shall be constructed in accordance with the require¬ 
ments of this section. Any such room, with a floor area of not more than six 
hundred square feet, shall have a floor of any type of construction permitted for 
the building in which located and shall have both walls and ceiling of one hour 
fire-resistive construction. Any such room, with a floor area of more than six 
hundred square feet and not more than twelve hundred square feet, may have 
a floor of any type of construction permitted for the building in which located, 
and shall have both walls and ceiling of two hour fire-resistive construction. Any 
such room with a floor area of more than twelve hundred square feet, shall be 
separated from every other part of the building by not less than four hour 
fire-resistive construction. No such rooms shall have any opening except a 
doorway or doorways between such room and any other part of the building. 
Every doorway through any such wall or separation shall be provided with a 
door of the character required by chapter 65 for fire doors. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed as prohibiting or preventing the installation of non¬ 
combustible piping or conveyors or similar dust-tight enclosed mechanical 
devices between floors or stories in such rooms or buildings. 

60-31. Every hazardous chemical room, other than a vault for the storage 
of a hazardous chemical, shall be separated from all other parts of the building 
by a four hour fire separation, with no window or other opening, except a door¬ 
way or doorways between such vault and any other part of a building. 

60-32. Every vault for the storage of hazardous chemicals shall be a dry, 
waterproof, standard fireproof vault and not more than four vaults for such 
purpose shall be permitted in any building. No such vault shall be located in any 
floor or building in which prohibited under section 60-66. 

60-33. Type I-A, I-B, I-C, II, III-A, III-B or III-C construction shall be used 
for any hazardous chemical storage building. Every such building of Type 
m-A construction shall be not more than two stories in height. Every such 
building of Type III-B or III-C construction shall not be more than one story in 
height and shall have no mezzanine. Every such building of any type of con¬ 
struction shall be without any basement except a basement provided and used 
solely for the purpose of a heating plant for the building which shall be separated 
from every other part of the building by a fire wall and shall have no doorway, 
window or other opening between such space and any other part of the building. 
Every such building shall be so constructed as to be dry. 
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60-34. A highly flammable material storage building may be of any type 
of construction permitted under the provisions of this code for a storage unit. 

60-35. Every room in which provisions are made for the storage of any 
highly flammable materials shall be separated from every other part of the build¬ 
ing by separations of the following fire-resistive ratings: 

Capacity of Room. Fire-Resistive Rating. 

More than 5,000 cubic feet 4 hours 

2,500 cubic feet to 5,000 cubic feet 2 hours 

Less than 2,500 cubic feet 1 hour 

Openings through four-hour separations shall be protected with Class A fire 
doors. Openings through two-hour separations shall be protected with Class C 
fire doors. 


60-36. A kiln or room designed, erected, altered or converted for the pur¬ 
poses of drying lumber, wood products or wooden articles by artificial heat shall 
have an enclosure of two hour fire-resistive construction, if it has a floor area of 
five hundred square feet or less, and of three hour fire-resistive construction if it 
has a floor area of more than five hundred square feet. No such kiln or room 
shall have any opening except a doorway or doorways between such room and 
any other part of the building. Every doorway into any such room shall be 
provided with a door of the character as required by chapter 65 of this code. 

60-37. First-Class Magazines. Any first-class magazine for the storage of 
explosives shall not exceed one story, or fifteen feet in height, and such maga¬ 
zine shall not have any basement or any mezzanine. Every first-class magazine 
shall be constructed of non-combustible materials and shall have exterior walls 
of solid* brick masonry; provided, however, that walls may be constructed of 
wood sheathing and wood studs with all space between the studs filled with dry 
sand for a thickness of not less than five an£ one-half inches and covered on the 
outside surface with non-combustible materials. There shall be no openings in 
any walls except a doorway, which shall be provided with a non-combustible or 
metal-clad door. 

Second-Class Magazine . Any second-class magazine shall be constructed of 
non-combustible materials; provided, however, that the walls and roof may be 
of wood, metal-clad on the outside surface or covered with fire-retarding roof 
coverings. 


60-38. General Requirements. Any person lawfully engaged in the busi¬ 
ness of manufacturing, dealing in, selling, leasing, renting or exchanging motion 
picture films shall have the right to project pictures from nitrocellulose films 
by means of motion picture machines for exhibition to prospective purchasers, 
renters or lessees of films, in a room meeting the requirements of this chapter 
in respect thereto, which room shall not be required to conform to the special 
provisions in the building provisions of this code, governing theaters, public 
assembly units or other places where motion pictures are permitted to be shown. 

Exhibition Room. Any motion picture trial exhibition room shall have a 
floor of the same type of construction as required for the building in which 
located and shall have both walls and ceiling of one hour fire-resistive con¬ 
struction. 

Projection Room. Every motion picture trial exhibition room shall have a 
projection room, which shall have an enclosure of the same character as required 
by section 54-6.6 for a projection block in a theater. If the floor of the pro¬ 
jection room is above the level of the floor of the exhibition room, the projection 
room shall be supported on structural members of non-combustible materials. 
Every opening in such room for the purposes of picture screen observation or 
operation of a projector shall be equipped with a closure such as required by 
section 54-6.6 for a projection room in a theater. 

60-39. Every nitrocellulose building shall be of Type I-A, I-B or I-C con¬ 
struction. 
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60-40. Every nitrocellulose room shall have a separation between it and 
any other room permitted in the same building of not less than two hour fire- 
resistive construction. 

60-41. A nitrocellulose products building not more than one story above 
grade in height may be of any type of construction permissible for industrial or 
storage units under the provisions of this code, except Type IV-A or IV-B con¬ 
struction. Types IH-R and IH-C construction shall not be used for any nitro¬ 
cellulose products building exceeding two stories above grade in height. Type 
in-A construction shall not be used for any nitrocellulose products building ex¬ 
ceeding three stories above grade in height. A basement shall be permitted in any 
nitrocellulose products building; provided, however, that no basement in such 
building shall be designed, constructed, altered or converted for the purposes of 
manufacturing, fabricating, assembling, adapting, completing or storing any 
nitrocellulose product. 

60-42. Every nitrocellulose products room shall have an enclosure of two 
hour fire-resistive construction, if it has a floor area of one thousand square feet 
or less and of three hour fire-resistive construction of solid masonry or concrete 
if it has a floor area exceeding one thousand square feet but not more than two 
thousand square feet; and of four hour fire-resistive construction if it has a floor 
area exceeding two thousand square feet; provided, however, that these re¬ 
quirements shall not apply to a standard fireproof vault intended for any of the 
purposes of such a room. 

60-43. Every room used for the picking or shredding of any highly flam¬ 
mable material named under section 60-2 shall meet the requirements of sec¬ 
tion 60-54 for the construction of a special drying room. Any opening for a 
stock spout through the enclosure for any such room shall be provided with a 
fire door as required by chapter 65 of this code for a doorway through a sepa¬ 
ration of equal fire-resistive value. 

60-44. Any building used exclusively for the production, distribution or 
storage of manufactured gas as a public utility shall be exempt from the re¬ 
quirements of this part of this chapter dealing with construction except the 
provisions of section 60-52 for tanks for flammable liquids; provided, however, 
that such buildings shall be constructed as provided in section 58-2 entirely of 
non-combustible materials, with interior framing members either with or with¬ 
out fireproof covering. 

60-45. Every room for the drying of articles or materials, which will give 
off explosive or flammable vapors during the drying process, shall have an en¬ 
closure of the same character as required by section 60-42 for a nitrocellulose 
products room of the same area; provided, however, than an opening, or open¬ 
ings from any adjoining room for a conveyor may be provided in an enclosure for 
any such drying room if each such adjoining room is made to conform with the 
requirements of this section for such a drying room; and provided further, that 
if a system of collecting and disposing of the vapors produced in the drying 
room is provided, then the enclosure for the drying room shall be not less than 
one hour fire-resistive construction in any case, and the provisions of this sec¬ 
tion for an adjoining room in which there is a conveyor extending into the dry¬ 
ing room shall not apply. 

60-46. Every room designed, intended or used for the storage or baling of 
waste paper in a building of Type I-A, I-B, I-C, II or III-A construction shall 
have an enclosure of not less than two hour fire-resistive construction with every 
doorway in such an enclosure having a Class C fire door and every window 
therein a fire window. Every such room in a building of Type III-B or III-C 
construction shall have walls and ceiling of not less than one-hour fire-resistive 
construction. 

60-47. Provisions shall be made in service or filling stations by grading 
driveways, or raising door sills or other means, to prevent gasoline spills or 
overflows from flowing into or under buildings. 
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60-48. (a) Smoke Houses. Every smoke house shall be of Type I-A, I-B 

or I-C construction, and no combustible material shall be used in the construc¬ 
tion thereof. 

(b) Smoke Rooms. (1) General. Every smoke room thirty square feet 

or less in floor area, or having a volume of two hundred ten cubic feet or less, 
shall be enclosed with not less than three hour fire-resistive construction, and 
every smoke room of greater floor area or of greater volume shall be enclosed by 
a four hour fire separation. No combustible material shall be used in the con¬ 
struction of any smoke room. 

(2) Floor construction. Every smoke room thirty square feet or less in 
area, which is supported by the floor construction of the bulding in which located, 
shall be built upon a standard furnace foundation, meeting the requirements of 
section 80-8, installed on top of the building floor. 

(3) Superimposed smoke rooms. For smoke rooms superimposed one above 
another, in a building of other than Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction, the en¬ 
closing walls shall be supported by independent foundations and shall carry no 
floor or roof load other than a smoke room floor or roof Joad. Any floor separa¬ 
tion between such rooms in a building of any type of construction may be an 
open grill work of metal designed for a uniformly distributed live load of seventy- 
five pounds per square foot. The ceiling or roof of the uppermost room shall be 
of Type I-A regardless of the type of construction of the building in which 
located. 

(c) Fire Pits. Every fire pit for a smoke house or smoke room shall have 
a floor and walls of not less than four hour fire-resistive construction, except as 
otherwise provided for a fire pit in a portable smoke room under section 60-49. 

(d) Doors and Frames. Every doorway to a smoke house or smoke room 
shall be provided with a door formed of iron or steel not less than one hundred 
and nine thousandths inch thick, stiffened around all edges and crosswise at inter¬ 
vals of three feet or less in height with angles, tees or other iron or steel shapes. 
Every such door shall be hung in an iron or steel frame, not less in thickness at 
any point than three-sixteenths inch anchored to the wall construction. 

(e) Openings for Trolleys. It shall be permissible to provide an opening 
for a trolley in or above any door to a smoke house or smoke room; provided, 
however, that every such opening shall have an iron or steel cover of the same 
thickness as required for the door, and so equipped that in case of fire, it shall 
close automatically by the release of a fusible link or the actuation of a ther¬ 
mostatic device. 

(f) Smoke Flues. Every smoke flue for a smoke house or smoke room shall 
meet the requirements of chapter 63 of this code where applicable to the char¬ 
acter of flue used, except as otherwise provided for a smoke flue for a portable 
smoke room under section 60-49. 

(g) Windows. Any window provided in a smoke house or smoke room 
shall be a fire window. 

60-49. It shall be permissible to install and use a smoke room having an 
enclosure of metal construction in lieu of the construction required under section 
60-48. 

Foundations. Every portable smoke room shall be built upon a standard 
furnace foundation as described in section 80-8; provided however, that such a 

I I foundation shall not be required for a portable smoke room in a building of 
Type I-A, I-B or I-C construction, unless there is a combustible finish on such 
floor. 

Walls and Ceilings. The walls and ceiling of every portable smoke room 
shall consist of an inner and outer shell of sheet metal, not less than three- 
eightieths inch thick, with riveted or welded seams and joints, secured to a rigid 
framework of suitable iron or steel shapes. The inner and outer metal shells 
shall be separated not less than one and one-half inches, the space between 
being filled solid with fused non-combustible insulating material not less than 
one and one-fourth inches thick. 

Fire Pits. The fire pit in every portable smoke room shall be entirely of 
metal and set upon legs with the bottom of the pit not less than two inches 
above the floor surface. 
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Smoke Flues. Every smoke flue for a portable smoke room shall be a metal 
flue connected with a masonry chimney, or a metal flue extended through the 
roof of the building. Every metal smoke flue shall be formed of sheet metal not 
less than one-sixteenth inch thick with riveted or welded seams and joints. 
Where a metal smoke flue is extended through combustible construction, the 
flue shall be passed through a double walled, ventilated metal sleeve as required 
by chapter 63 of this code. 

Doors. Every doorway to any portable smoke room shall be provided with 
a door formed of sheet metal as required by section 60-48 for smoke rooms. 

Clearances . No part of a wall or ceiling of any portable smoke room shall 
be located nearer to any combustible construction than is permitted under 
chapter 80 of this code for low pressure boiler breechings. 

60-50. Every standard drying room for the drying of articles or materials 
which do not give off explosive or flammable vapors during the drying process 
shall have an enclosure of not less than one hour fire-resistive value. 

60-51. In any special room for flammable liquids, the door openings to other 
rooms or buildings shall be provided with non-combustible sills, raised not less 
than six inches above the floor of such special room. Where the total quantity of 
class I and class II liquids stored or handled in any room, does not exceed two 
hundred gallons, such room shall have floors, walls and ceilings of not less than 
one-hour fire-resistive construction. Floors shall be arranged to drain toward the 
outside of the building. Where the total quantity of class I or class II flammable 
liquids stored or handled in any rooms exceeds two hundred gallons, but does not 
exceed four hundred gallons, all floors, walls and ceilings of such room shall 
be of not less than two hour fire-resistive construction. Where the total 
quantity of class I or class II flammable liquids stored or used exceeds four 
hundred gallons, but does not exceed six hundred gallons, the floors, walls and 
ceilings of such room shall be of not less than three hour fire-resistive construc¬ 
tion. Where the total quantity of class I or class II flammable liquids stored or 
used exceeds six hundred gallons, the floors, walls and ceilings of such room shall 
be of not less than four hour fire-resistive construction. Outside storage houses 
for the storage and handling of flammable liquids shall be constructed in accord¬ 
ance with this section. All door openings through the inclosures of such rooms 
into other rooms or buildings, shall have fire doors as required by chapter 65 of 
this code for such fire resistive walls. The provisions of this paragraph do not 
apply to fuel oil storage tanks otherwise permitted by section 60-52. 

60-52. Above ground tanks for flammable liquids shall be constructed 
throughout of open hearth steel or of wrought iron of a thickness in accordance 
with the following requirements: 

Less than 1100 gallons capacity. 



Minimum thickness 

Capacity 

of material 

(gallons) 

(U. S. standard gauge) 

1 to 60, inclusive . 

.18 

61 to 350, inclusive . 

.16 

351 to 560, inclusive . 

.14 

561 to 1100, inclusive . 

.12 


No open tank shall be used. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as 
prohibiting the use of concrete tanks for the storage of liquids heavier than 
thirty-five degrees Baume gauge. All concrete tanks shall be constructed in 
accordance with the requirements of chapter 73 of this code. 

Horizontal tanks containing over 1,100 gallons. Tanks having a diameter 
of six feet or less shall be made of not less than three-sixteenths inch steel. Tanks 
having a diameter of more than six feet and not exceeding eleven feet, six inches 
shall be made of not less than one-fourth inch steel. 

Vertical tanks containing over 1,100 gallons. Vertical tanks having more 
than eleven hundred gallons capacity shall be so constructed of such material 
and so arranged as to have a factor of safety of not less than two and five- 
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tenths.. The minimum thickness of the shell or bottom shall be not less than 
three-sixteenths inch. The minimum thickness of roofs shall be not less than 
one-eighth inch. The tensile strength of the steel plate and the shearing strength 
of rivets shall be in accordance with the requirements of chapter 74 of this code. 
Tanks shall be riveted, welded or brazed and shall be caulked and made tight in 
a workmanlike manner. The top of tanks shall be securely fastened to top ring 
with joints having the same tightness as the joints between the rings. All iron 
or steel tanks shall be thoroughly coated on the outside with a heavy protective 
paint. Roofs or tops of tanks shall have no unprotected openings, and shall be 
firmly and permanently joined to the tank, and all joints shall be riveted and 
caulked, brazed or welded. 

Pressure Tanks. Pressure tanks shall be riveted, welded or brazed and shall 
be fastened, caulked or otherwise made tight so as to sustain safely a hydro¬ 
static test at a pressure not less than double the pressure at which the tank is to 
be used. The top of the tank shall be securely fastened to the top ring with 
joints of equal tightness to the bottom rings. Tanks shall be covered with heavy 
protective paint. All pipe connections shall be made through flanges or metal 
reinforcement securely riveted, welded or bolted to the tank and made 
thoroughly tight. Pressure tanks, including top, sides and bottom, shall be con¬ 
structed entirely of metal. All openings in such tanks shall be gas tight except 
the breather vent which shall be screened as provided in sections 60-78 to 60-89. 

Foundations and Grounding . All tanks shall be electrically grounded by 
resting directly upon moist earth or shall be electrically grounded to permanent 
moisture. No insulated connections shall be permitted. All steel work of rein¬ 
forced concrete tanks shall be inter-connected and grounded as herein provided 
for tanks. Tanks more than one foot above the ground shall have foundations 
and supports of non-combustible material. No combustible material shall be 
permitted under or within ten feet of any above-ground storage tank; pro¬ 
vided, however, that nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting 
wooden cushions under tanks. Unprotected steel is prohibited as a means of 
supporting tanks when such tanks are located fifty feet or less from loading or 
unloading points, buildings or storage of combustible substances or materials. 
Nothing in this paragraph referring to unprotected steel as a means of support¬ 
ing tanks shall be interpreted or construed as applying to tanks used for storage 
of flammable liquids in Class I, n, in and IV. 

Dikes . Each group of tanks shall be diked. Dikes shall be constructed of 
earth or masonry. Each dike shall have a capacity of not less than one and 
one-fourth times the combined capacity of the tanks which it surrounds. Earth 
dikes shall have a flat section at the top of the dike not less than three feet in 
width and earth banks shall have a slope of not less than one and one-half inches 
to the foot on both sides. Earth dikes shall be not less than four feet high on 
the inside and in no case higher than one-fourth the height of the tank when 
said tanks exceeds sixteen feet. Embankments or dikes shall be continuous with 
no openings for pipe or roadways. Piping shall be laid well below the foundation 
of embankments. 

Capacity Limits. The capacity of any tank containing flammable liquids of 
Class I and Class II shall not exceed fifteen thousand gallons. The total capacity 
of tanks in any storage yard for the storage of Class I, II and m flammable 
liquids shall not exceed seven hundred fifty thousand gallons, and the capacity of 
any storage yard used exclusively for the storage of Class IV flammable liquids 
shall be unlimited, such storage yard including all space within the required dikes. 
Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting in wholesale distributing yards 
above ground gravity flow self-measuring filling tanks of a capacity not to exceed 
one thousand gallons; provided, however, that not more than three such measur¬ 
ing tanks shall be used in any such yard. The distance from said filling tanks 
to other tanks or buildings shall be in accordance with the tables of clearances 
in section 60-10. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-16-59, p. 9916; 4-21-59, p. 42.] 

60-53. Construction Materials. Underground and enclosed tanks for flam¬ 
mable liquids shall be constructed of galvanized steel, or open hearth steel, or 
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°f wremght iron of thickness and weight not less than provided in the following 


Minimum. Thickness 
of Materials 


Capacity U. S. Standard Pounds Per 

(gallons) _ Gauge Square Foot 


1 

to 

285, 

incl. 

16 

3.125 

286 

to 

560, 

inch 

14 

4.375 

561 

to 

1,100, 

inch 

12 

7.50 

1,101 

to 

4,000, 

inch 

7 

10.00 

4,001 

to 

12,000, 

inch 

*4 in. 

12.50 

12,001 

to 

20,000, 

inch 

5/16 in. 

2.50 


All material used in underground and enclosed storage tanks, for which 
material is lighter than No. 7 U.S. standard gauge shall be galvanized. If internal 
bracing is provided, tanks for the storing of Class III and IV liquids, having 
a capacity of from twelve thousand and one to thirty thousand gallons, shall be 
built of steel plate not less than one-fourth inch thick. All joints of tanks shall 
be riveted and caulked, brazed or welded. Tanks shall be tight and sufficiently 
strong to bear without injury the most severe strains to which such tanks are 
subjected. Shells of tanks shall be properly reinforced where connections are 
made. All connections shall be made through the top of the tanks above the 
liquid level. Tanks and Systems under pressure shall be designed for four times 
the maximum working pressure and such tanks shall be tested at twice the 
maximum working pressure. All iron or steel tanks shall be coated on the out¬ 
side with tar or asphaltum or heavy protective paint. All concrete tanks shall 
be constructed in accordance with the provisions of chapter 73 of this code. 

Covering. All flammable liquid tanks buried underground shall have the top 
of the tank not less than two feet below the surface of the ground, except that 
in lieu of such covering, tanks may be buried under not less than twelve inches 
of earth, with a cover of reinforced concrete not less than six inches in thickness 
provided over such tanks, which shall extend not less than one foot horizontally 
beyond the projected limits of the tanks in all directions. All concrete work 
shall be in accordance with chapter 73 of this code. Where tanks are liable to be 
displaced because of moisture in the ground, all tanks shall be securely anchored 
or weighted. Where tanks are located under driveways, such tanks shall be not 
less than three feet below the top surface of the driveway; provided, however 
that if such driveways are paved with concrete not less than six inches in thick¬ 
ness, the total coverage above the top of the tank shall be not less than two feet. 

Capacity. The total capacity of underground tanks is limited in respect to 
the lowest floor, basement or part of any adjacent building as given in the fol¬ 
lowing table: 


Maximum Capacity of Tanks for Underground Storage. 


_ - ^ # V^idrOS JL f iiy 

If top of tank is above the lowest floor, and # m Under 
basement or part of any building with Point Tofiions) 

a clearance of 10 feet or less. 550 

More than 10 feet. 2,000 

More than 20 feet. 5,000 

More than 25 feet.15,000 

More than 30 feet.20,000 

More than 40 feet.50,000 

More than 50 feet.Unlimited 


Class III Above 
100° F. Flash 
Point (Gallons) 

50,000 

75,000 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

500,000 

Unlimited 


60-54. Tanks for flammable liquids inside of buildings other than structures 
used exclusively for the purposes of hazardous use units for the handling and 
storage of flammable liquids, shall be constructed as follows: 

120 Gallons or Less. Tanks for Class II and m liquids having a capacity of 
one hundred and twenty gallons or less shall be of steel or tin plate, soldered and 
tight. Material shall be of not less than No. 20 U. S. standard gauge; Provided 
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however, that where tanks contain more than six gallons of liquid used in con¬ 
nection with and in the same room with oil burning equipment, the provisions 
of the third paragraph shall apply. Nothing in the building provisions of this 
code shall be construed as prohibiting the use of original barrels or drums as a 
source of supply, if such barrels or drums are substantially placed to prevent 
tipping or rolling. Pumps shall be inserted through a close fitting connection in 
the side or the head of the container. 

Over 120 Gallons . Tanks for class II and III liquids having a capacity of 
more than one hundred twenty gallons shall be of the thickness required by the 
first paragraph of section 60-53 or shall be constructed of concrete. 

Location and Foundation. Tanks shall be located below the level of any 
piping to which they are connected, or else shall be equipped with standard anti¬ 
siphoning devices, and shall be set on a substantial foundation. Tanks exceeding 
twenty-five hundred gallons capacity shall be supported independently of the 
floor construction. 

Storage Tanks for Fuel Oil. Steel tanks containing more than two hundred 
eighty-five gallons and installed in connection with oil-burning equipment shall be 
constructed in accordance with the requirements of the first paragraph of section 
60-53. Fuel oil tanks located inside of buildings shall be located in the base¬ 
ment or lowest story thereof, and shall not exceed five hundred fifty gallons 
individual or aggregate capacity if unenclosed. Fuel oil storage tanks having 
an aggregate capacity of more than five hundred fifty gallons shall be enclosed 
within walls of not less than four hour fire-resistive construction extending at 
least one foot above the highest level of the tanks. The ceiling or enclosure 
above such tanks shall be of not less than four hour fire-resistive construction, 
unless such tanks are surrounded with sand or earth within the enclosure and 
up to not less than one foot above the highest level of the tanks. In lieu of any 
such enclosure, the tanks may be imbedded solidly in reinforced concrete not 
less than six inches thick at any point. Concrete fuel oil tanks shall have an 
enclosure as required by this paragraph for steel tanks. Walls of concrete tanks 
shall be constructed independently of and not in contact with the building walls 
or inclosing walls. In buildings of Type III-A, III-B or III-C construction the 
gross capacity of fuel oil storage tanks shall not exceed five thousand gallons. 
In buildings of Type I-B, I-C or II construction the gross capacity of fuel oil 
storage tanks shall not exceed seventy-five hundred gallons. In buildings of 
Type I-A construction the gross capacity of fuel oil storage tanks shall not 
exceed ten thousand gallons, provided, however, that any room in a building 
of Type I-A construction, and having a separation of four hour fire-resistive 
construction from any other part of the building, may have a gross capacity of 
fifty thousand gallons, if such tanks are also surrounded with sand not less than 
twelve inches thick at the sides and one foot, six inches thick over the top. 

Rooms and Floor Areas 

60-55. The requirements of this code relating to size and location of rooms 
in an industrial or storage unit, shall apply to a hazardous use unit in accordance 
with the provisions of section 60-1, except as otherwise provided in this part of 
this chapter dealing with rooms and fire areas. 

60-56. There shall be no limitation of floor areas in hazardous use units of 
Type I-A or Type I-B construction, except as required by this part of this chapter 
dealing with rooms and fire areas. 

60-57. None of the following herein described hazardous use units: 

Asphalt, tar, pitch, resin or praffin heating room. 

Corrosive acid storage room. . . „ _ . 

Drying room for any article or material which will give off explosive or 
flammable vapors during the drying process. 

Fume or explosion hazard. 

Grinding or dust producing. 

Hazardous chemical. 

Highly flammable material storage. 

Japanning or enameling room. 

Nitrocellulose products room. 
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shall be 
erected, 


Paint spraying or mixing room. 

Picker or shredder room. 

Standard fireproof vault. 

Sulphur storage room. 

“ any story below grade in any building hereafter designed, 

a*-=£1 gjsKttiiz'sSiizss $£ a s 

in any'taSert Ta'ny taiSSJ™ P ‘ ant3 ° r * rctrt Serati„g unit may be located 

60-58. No asphalt, tar, or resin heating rooms shall have a floor area greater 
than twelve hundred square feet. greater 

60-59. No dry cleaning room in which a flammable solvent having a flash 
P° lnt b ^° w ono hundred degrees Fahrenheit (closed cup tester) is used shall 
have a floor area greater than three hundred square feet. 

, 60-60. Fume or Explosion Hazard Buildings. Every fume or exDlosion 

for industrial n unfts a11 haV6 & fl °° r area limited b y the provisions of chapter 51 

Fume or Explosion Hazard Rooms. No fume or explosion hazard room shall 
have a floor area of more than six hundred square feet; provided, however, that 
this requirement shall not apply to a room used for no purpose other than the 
operation of a water purification plant or refrigerating unit. Two sides, or two 
ends, or one side and one end of every fume or explosion hazard room shall be 
by an outside wall. Not more than two fume or explosion hazard rooms 
shall be permitted in any building; provided, however, that in a building equipped 
throughout with a standard system of automatic sprinklers not more than six 
such rooms shall be permitted. 

Manufactured Gas Buildings . Any building used exclusively for the produc¬ 
tion, distribution or storage of manufactured gas as a public utility, shall be 
exempt from the provisions of this section. J 

60-61. No hazardous chemical room or storage building shall have a floor 
area of more than six hundred square feet. 

The ca P aci . t y of a motion picture trial exhibition room shall not 
exceed fifty persons, with an allowance of not less than ten square feet of floor 
area for each seat. 


Any mtrocellul <>se products room other than a standard fireproof 
vault shall not exceed the limits of floor area required by section 60-41 for 
certain types of fire-resistive construction. Every room used for the examina¬ 
tion or repair of motion picture films shall be occupied by not more than eight 
persons at one time, and the floor area shall not exceed four hundred square feet 
inclusive of a space of not less than four feet, six inches which shall be allowed 
between tables for aisles leading to exits. 

60-64. No picker or shredder rooms shall have a floor area of more than one 
thousand square feet. 

Buildings of Mixed Occupancy 

tt . Th ® requirements of this code for Business, Industrial or Storage 

Units shall apply to any Hazardous Use Unit for business, industrial or storage 
purposes except as otherwise provided in this part of this chapter dealing with 
buildings of mixed occupancy; and the most restrictive provisions in respect to 
buildings of mixed occupancy shall govern wherever other occupancy chapters 
are inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter. 

60-66. Auxiliary Business Use. Every hazardous use unit required under 
sections 60-5 to 60-18, inclusive, to be isolated from every other building or struc- 
ture shall be located in a building used for no purpose, other than that of the 
purposes of such a hazardous use unit; provided, however, that any such build¬ 
ing may have an auxiliary office designed, intended and used for the regular 
occupancy of not more than three persons. 
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Adjoining Other Occupancies. The following hazardous use units shall be 
permitted to adjoin a building having the same occupancy, or a building having 
one or more other occupancies: 

Corrosive acid storage buildings. 

Cereal, feed, flour, grist and starch mills. 

Dry cleaning building, subject to the provisions of section 60-9. 

Fume or explosion hazard buildings, subject to the provisions of section 

60-13. 

Highly flammable material storage buildings. 

Smoke houses. 

Any such building except a dry cleaning building may have an auxiliary office, 
designed, intended or used for the regular occupancy of not more than six 
persons. 

Hazardous Use Units Prohibited. A hazardous use unit shall not be per¬ 
mitted in any building used for any other occupancy, except as provided by 
section 48-12.5 of this code. 

60-67. Every hazardous use unit shall be separated from every other haz¬ 
ardous use unit and from every other occupancy in the same building by con¬ 
struction of the‘character as required by sections 60-19 to 60-54, inclusive, and 
as provided by section 48-12.5 of this code. 

60-68. There shall be no opening between a hazardous use unit and any 
adjoining or adjacent building except in the ground story or first story; provided, 
however, that adjoining and adjacent hazardous use units of the same class of 
occupancy which are used by the same person may have communication on any 
floor, subject to the applicable provisions of section 48-12.5 of this code. 

60-69. Every court used in part for the purposes of a hazardous use unit 
and in part for any other purpose shall meet the most restrictive requirements in 
the building provisions of this code for a court for any of the purposes for which 
the building is designed, erected, altered or used. 

Means of Exit 

60-70. The requirements of chapter 67, relating to means of exit for in¬ 
dustrial or storage units, shall apply to any hazardous use unit, except as other¬ 
wise provided in this part of this chapter dealing with means of exit. 

60-71. In no case shall any path of exit travel from any point in any build¬ 
ing to a way of departure outside of the building, pass directly in front of or 
immediately over any window, or other wall ventilating opening, or any sky-light 
or any opening in any vent flue for any hazardous use unit which is less than 
twenty-four feet distant therefrom; provided, however, that it shall be permis¬ 
sible for any means of exit to pass directly in front of or directly over any fire 
window or non-combustible door in any such hazardous use unit. 

60-72. No point on any floor of any building which is a hazardous use unit, 
and no point on the floor of any room or other space which is a hazardous use 
unit located in any building of mixed use, shall be more than seventy-five feet 
from the center of an outside exit doorway, or from a doorway to a vertical 
means of exit, measured along the line of exit travel; provided, however, that 
such maximum distance of travel to an exit shall be less where so required by 
this part of this chapter dealing with means of exit. 

60-73. Every room or space in a hazardous use unit shall have one or more 
exit doorways or other means of exit, according to floor area or size as follows: 

One Exit Required. Any room or space, except as otherwise provided, hav¬ 
ing a floor area of three hundred square feet or less, or a maximum side or 
diameter of twenty feet or less, except an office or motion picture trial exhibition 
room, shall have one such exit not less than three feet wide. Any office or motion 
picture trial exhibition room having a floor area of six hundred square feet or 
less, shall have one such exit doorway not less than five feet wide; provided, 
however, that if such room is three hundred square feet or less in area, such exit 
doorway may be three feet wide. 
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Two Exits Required. Every film examining or repairing room of any size, 
and any room or space having a floor area of more than three hundred square 
feet, or a maximum side or diameter of more than twenty feet, and any office or 
motion picture trial exhibition room having a floor area of more than six hundred 
square feet, and any room now in existence cr hereafter constructed, where dusts, 
vapors, gases or fumes are generated, as provided in section 60-108, shall have not 
less than two such exists, separated by a distance not less than the least dimen¬ 
sion of any side of the room. 

Exits from Floor Area. Every floor area containing any such room shall 
have not less than two exits from the story containing such room, and from every 
higher story, which shall be separated by a distance of not less than twenty-five 
per cent of the perimeter of the story within the floor area. [Amend. Coun. J. 5- 
11-54, p. 7442.] 

60-74. Any vertical means of exit serving another occupancy shall not be 
combined for common use with a means of exit serving any hazardous use unit. 

60-75. Every room in a dry cleaning building in which a flammable solvent 
having a flash point below one hundred forty degree Fahrenheit (closed cup 
tester) is used shall be provided with an exit directly to the outside of the build¬ 
ing. Every door to such a room shall open outward. Any stairway for such a 
building shall be a smoke-proof tower or exterior stairway. There shall be no 
window or ventilating opening within five feet of any such stairway. An open 
balcony or runway leading to a stairway shall be considered as such means of 
exit, but there shall be no window or ventilating opening upon or below such 
balcony. 

60-76. Every room used for the examining or repairing of motion picture 
films shall have not less than two exit doorways, located as required by section 
60-73, and one of such exits shall lead directly to a vertical means of exit or to 
the outside of the building. Any such room shall not have any exit into or through 
another nitrocellulose products room, excepting a receiving, shipping or dis¬ 
tributing room having such products in closed containers. 

60-77. Every exit doorway from any motion picture trial exhibition room 
shall have a door or doors arranged to open only in the direction of exit and one 
such doorway shall open into a horizontal exit connection or a vertical means of 
exit, or directly to the outside of the building. 

Windows and Ventilation 

60-78. The requirements of chapter 66, relating to windows and ventilation 
in an industrial or storage unit, and the requirements of chapter 81 of this code, 
shall apply to a hazardous use unit, except as otherwise provided under this part 
of this chapter dealing with window’s and ventilation. 

60-79. Every standard fireproof cabinet shall be ventilated directly to the 
outer air by a metal duct having a cross-sectional area of not less than thirty-six 
square inches. The metal in the ventilating duct shall be non-corrosive or 
galvanized and not less than No. 18 U. S. standard gauge in thickness, with all 
joints riveted or welded. Such duct shall be covered with heat insulating material 
not less than one inch in thickness, which shall be protected on the outside by 
a continuous covering of sheet metal not less than No. 26 U. S. gauge in thick¬ 
ness. All such ventilating ducts shall be not less than nine inches from any com¬ 
bustible material and shall terminate in the open air with a clearance from other 
openings as required by section 60-80 for standard fireproof vaults. Each com¬ 
partment shall be provided with a separate and independent vent duct. 

60-80. Every standard fireproof vault shall have a vent flue or window 
opening directly to the outer air. Such vent flue termination or window shall be 
located not less than ten feet measured vertically or five feet measured hori¬ 
zontally from any fire door or fire window, or not less than twenty feet measured 
vertically, or ten feet measured horizontally, from any unprotected opening. 
Such window or vent flue shall have a net open area of not less than one square 
inch for each one cubic foot or fraction thereof of space in the standard fireproof 
vault. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting on each floor, 
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vent shaft connections from standard fireproof vaults into one vent shaft; pro¬ 
vided, however, that not more than four such vaults on any one floor shall be 
connected to one such vent shaft. The area of the combined vent shaft shall be 
of such area as is required to vent the largest of the standard vaults for which 
said vent shaft provides ventilation. All vent flues or portions of vent flues shall 
have no inclination from the horizontal of less than forty-five degrees. Nothing 
herein shall be construed as preventing more than one window or vent flue or 
combination of windows or vent flues to provide the necessary ventilating area. 
Any such vent flue Shall be used for no other purpose than to provide ventilation 
from standard fireproof vaults. Such vent flue shall be constructed of brick, 
tile or concrete walls not less than four inches in thickness, and no combustible 
material shall be used in the construction or support of flues. Any vent flue 
opening in a standard fireproof vault shall be in the ceiling or as close as 
practicable to the ceiling. The unobstructed opening into the atmosphere shall 
be not less in area than the area of the vent flues. Every vent flue furnishing the 
required ventilation shall be equipped with not less than a sixty minute fire- 
resistive door which shall be held normally closed, and such fire door shall have 
as its actuating mechanism a thermostatic releasing device to open the door. 
Such a door in the vent flue shall be so arranged that when the door is opened, 
the entire required area of the vent flue shall be available for ventilation purpose. 
All required windows shall be so provided with thermostatic releasing devices 
that a fire or an explosion in the vault shall cause such windows to open for the 
entire required ventilation area. 

60-81. Every dry cleaning room shall have means of natural ventilation as 
required under section 60-86 for material heating rooms; provided, however, that 
the combined area of ventilating openings which shall have closures arranged to 
open automatically in case of explosion or fire shall be not less than twenty per 
cent of the floor area of the room. In addition to the natural ventilation required 
by this section, there shall be a mechanical ventilating system which shall exhaust 
air from the room as provided by chapter 81 of this code. 

60-82. Rooms. All rooms in which class I or II flammable liquids are used 
in open vats, pans or other vessels, or in which any flammable liquids are heated 
or otherwise treated in such a manner as to produce flammable vapor, shall be 
ventilated as hereinafter provided. There shall be a vent opening in the wall at 
the floor line near each open receptacle and each heating device containing such 
liquid. Such vent openings shall have a net cross-sectional area of not less than 
thirty-two square inches and shall be protected with one-half inch mesh No. 16 
wire. When such vent openings are not located in the outside wall of the building 
or room, there shall be a non-combustible vent flue built into the wall or floor or 
securely fastened thereto and so arranged as not to be subject to mechanical 
injury. Such vent flue shall conduct to and pass through an exhaust fan, which 
shall run continuously while the room is in use, and which shall be of sufficient 
capacity to change the air in the room completely in not more than five minutes. 
All discharge outlets of such vent flues shall be provided with non-corrodible 
wire screen and shall be so located that they are not nearer. than ten feet 
vertically or five feet horizontally from any door or window opening. 

Storage Tanks. Each above ground storage tank for flammable liquids, 
having a capacity of more than one hundred gallons, shall have in addition to 
safety valves required elsewhere, a vent opening provided with non-corrodible 
wire screen not less than thirty mesh per inch. The screens on such openings 
shall be so arranged that they can be removed but such screens shall be kept 
normally firmlv attached to the frames of openings. The covers for manholes, 
handholes and' gauge holes shall be made tight fitting. Every tank containing 
flammable liquids at atmospheric pressure, shall be provided with an open 
galvanized vent pipe, which shall be arranged for proper draining, or equipped 
with an automatically operated vent. The lower end of the vent pipe shall extend 
through the top of the tank not more than one inch. Vent openings shall be of 
sufficient area to permit the escape of air or vapors during filling operation, and 
such openings or pipe shall be not less than one inch in diameter. Such vent pipe 
shall terminate in a “goose-neck” or weatherproof hood, and the opening shall 
be screened with a non-corrodible wire screen of thirty mesh per inch, accessible 
for examination and removal. The termination of such vent pipe shall be outside 
of any building. The outer end of opening of a vent pipe shall be above the top 
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of the fill pipe and not less than three feet measured horizontally or vertically 
from any window or door opening or any other opening of a building; provided, 
however, that for Class I and Class II liquids, and for Class III liquids in tanks 
containing heaters, the opening of vent pipe shall be not less than twelve feet 
above the top of the fill pipe. Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting 
vent pipes leading into a common header where a battery of tanks contain the 
same class of liquid. In such case, individual vent pipes shall be provided with 
screen between tank and header, and the connection to the header shall be not 
less than one foot above the level of the top of the highest reservoir from which 
the tanks are filled. 

60-83. Every fume or explosion hazard room shall have means of natural 
ventilation as required under section 60-86 for material heating rooms, except 
that the combined area of ventilating openings with closures arranged to open 
automatically in case of explosion or fire shall be not less than twenty per cent 
of the floor area. 

60-84. Every hazardous chemical room and every grinding or dust pro¬ 
ducing room, shall have means of natural ventilation or vent flues as required by 
section 60-86 for material heating rooms; provided, however, that the combined 
area of ventilating openings which shall have closures arranged to open auto¬ 
matically in case of explosion or fire shall be not less than ten per cent of the 
floor area of the room, and the combined area of vent flues, in lieu of ventilating 
openings shall be not less than eight per cent of the floor area. 

60-85. Japanning or enameling rooms, and paint mixing or spraying rooms 
shall have ventilation as required for such spaces by chapter 81 of this code. 

60-86. Every asphalt, tar, pitch, resin or paraffin heating room, every highly 
flammable material storage room and every picker or shredder room shall be 
provided with one or more windows, skylights or other ventilating opening facing 
a public way, private alley, yard or other open space not less than fifteen feet 
wide, with closures arranged to open for natural ventilation and having a com¬ 
bined area of not less than five per cent of the floor area of the room. Not less 
than fifty per cent of the required combined area of openings which are arranged 
to open for ventilation shall be provided with sashes or dampers, or other 
closures, which shall be hung, overbalanced and held in place in such manner 
that an explosion or fire within the room will cause such sash, damper or closure 
to open for its full area; provided, however, that in lieu of such requirements it 
shall be permissible to provide a vent flue or flues extending directly to the outside 
air, which shall be used solely for the purposes of ventilating such room, which 
shall have a combined area of not less than four per cent of the floor area of the 
room, with an inclosure of the same fire-resistive value as is required for the 
inclosures of the room, and equipped with a normally closed non-combustible 
trap door arranged to open automatically in case of explosion or fire within the 
room. No such window, skylight, ventilating opening or vent flue required by 
this section shall be nearer than four feet, six inches to any other building or 
structure on the same premises or to any interior lot line. 

60-87. Every motion picture trial exhibition room shall have ventilation as 
required by chapter 81 of this code for motion picture studios. 

60-88. Every nitrocellulose products room shall have means of natural or 
mechanical ventilation as required by section 60-84 for hazardous chemical 
rooms. 

60-89. Every room for the drying of articles or materials which will give off 
explosive or flammable vapors during the drying process shall have means of 
natural ventilation the same as required under section 60-86 for a material 
heating room, except that where there is a mechanical means of collecting and 
disposing of all such vapors produced in the drying room, the provisions of this 
section shall not apply. 
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60-90. The requirements of this code relating to equipment in an industrial 
or storage unit shall apply to a hazardous use unit, except as otherwise provided 
under this part of this chapter dealing with equipment. 


.. Every conveyor or duct between any hazardous use unit and any 

other building, or any other room in the same building, shall have an automatic 
closing non-combustible damper at each opening through any required fire 
separation, except as otherwise permitted under section 60-45. Every such 
damper for a conveyor shall meet the requirements of section 60-129. 

60-92. All moving equipment, metal floors and railings, pumps, motors and 
machinery, in a hazardous use unit used for highly inflammable or explosive 
hazard materials shall be permanently and safely grounded to guard against 
static electricity sparks. 


60-93. Explosion-Proof Motors . When electric motors are required in anv 
room or hazardous use unit containing explosive or flammable vapors or atmos¬ 
phere, or dust or gas, such motors shall be of types approved, for use in hazardous 
locations, as required by the electrical regulations of this code. 

Other Motors . Any electrical motor, other than an explosion-proof motor, 
shall be located in a separate building, or separated by a standard fire separation 
rrom any room or hazardous use unit containing explosive or flammable vapors 
or atmosphere, or dust or gas. 

Switches and Control Devices. Every electric switch or other control device 
m any room required by the first paragraph to have explosion-proof motors shall 
be of a type approved for use in the presence of explosive or flammable vapors 
or atmosphere, or dust or gas. 


60-94. No open flame or fire, no torch or other open light, no forge stove 
furnace, oven, boiler or similar device in which heat is generated or used and no 
electrical or similar device producing an exposed spark shall be permitted in 
any hazardous use building or room, except as otherwise permitted under this 
part of this chapter dealing with equipment. 

60-95. Nothing in the provisions of this chapter shall be construed as pre¬ 
venting the carrying of any piping containing any substance having a tempera¬ 
ture of two hundred twelve degrees Fahrenheit or less through any special room 
or hazardous use unit; provided, however, that such piping shall be installed with 
tight fitting sleeves to prevent the passage of any gas or vapor around such 
pipe through any enclosing walls, floors or ceilings. 

60-96. Standard directional signs shall be provided for any hazardous use 
unit three stories or more in height as required by chapter 67 of this code. 

60-97. Heating in rooms and buildings used for the storage and handling of 
flammable liquids of classes I, II and III, having a flash point of less than one 
hundred degrees Fahrenheit, shall be by steam and hot water only. Fire walls 
shall surround all boiler rooms, furnace rooms and other rooms containing 
exposed fire, electric dynamos, motors, switches or other spark producing devices. 

60-98. Every dip tank or vat for use with a volatile flammable liquid or 
with a liquid containing any volatile flammable substance in solution or suspen¬ 
sion, shall be provided with a close fitting top. If the use of the tank or vat 
requires that it be kept open, the top shall be arranged to close automatically in 
case of fire, except as otherwise provided in section 60-127. Every such dip 
tank or vat shall be provided with a drain pipe whereby its contents may be 
drawn off to the required liquid storage tank when such tank or vat is not in use. 

60-99. No Connections to Drains. There shall be no floor drains or other 
connections to the city sewer system from a tank or any room or compartment 
in which flammable liquids are stored or used. 

Valves in Drawing-off Pipes. All drawing-off pipes terminating inside of any 
building, shall have valves at the discharge end, and when delivery is by gravity 
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such pipes shall have an automatically closing type shut-off valve and an emer¬ 
gency valve. 

Valves for Above Ground Tanks. All above ground tanks shall have a valve 
in the pipe leading from such tank which shall be located not more than ten feet 
from the tank. Where there are two or more tanks cross-connected to a common 
header there shall be a valve in each cross-connection. 

Pumps. Pumps delivering to or taking supply from an above ground storage 
tank shall be provided with valves on both suction and discharge side of pump. ,j 

Pipe Drain to Tanks. Where underground tanks are used, all pipe carrying 
flammable liquid shall pitch toward the tanks without traps or pockets and such 
pipes shall enter the tanks at the top. 

Requirements for Pipe. Where the working pressure is less than one hun¬ 
dred pounds, all pipe used in systems for transferring flammable liquids shall be 
of the standard full weight, wrought iron, steel or brass type. Where the working 
pressure is in excess of one hundred pounds per square inch, extra heavy pipe 
and fittings shall be used. No pipe less than one-half inch internal diameter 
shall be used. Outside pipe shall be rigidly supported. 

Pipes in Rooms Containing Open Flames. Pipes carrying class I or II 
flammable liquids, unless such pipes are without threaded joint or connections, 
shall not extend into or pass through any rooms which contain open light or fire. 

60-100. For Pumps. In systems using pumps to supply flammable liquids 
to internal combustion engines, fuel oil burners or other devices, a pressure relief 
valve shall be installed in the supply line to such devices. Pressure relief valves 
shall be so arranged as to return surplus oil to the supply tank. 

Emergency Relief for Excessive Internal Pressure. No form of emergency 
relief construction shall be required for vertical tanks which have conical roofs 
with a slope of less than two and one-half inches in twelve inches and where the 
strength of the joint between the roof and the shell is no greater than that of 
the weakest vertical joint in the shell. Every other above ground tank used 
for the storage of flammable liquids shall have emergency relief construction. In 
tanks where entire dependence for relief is placed upon some form of emergency 
relief construction other than a weak seam, such emergency relief construction 
or safety valve shall be adequate to relieve the excessive pressure due to external 
heat. The net cross-sectional area of such additional safety vent shall be not 
less than twenty-four square inches for any tank of twenty-one thousand gallons 
capacity or less and not less than seventy-eight square inches for any tank of 
more than twenty-one thousand gallons capacity. 

60-101. Filling Pipe. The end of the fill pipe for underground storage tanks 
for class I or II flammable liquids shall be carried to a location outside of all 
buildings and shall be more than five feet from any door or window opening. 
The fill pipe shall be closed by a screw cap or fill cap which shall be kept locked 
except during the filling operation. 

Standard Filling Hose. All hose used for the transferring of flammable 
liquids shall be of the metal lined type, or of the type embodying wire wound 
within the fabric of the hose, and thoroughly bonded to the coupling connection 
at each end of hose. 

Deliveries to Tanks. Deliveries of flammable liquids of class I and class II 
shall be made directly to the storage tank through the fill pipe by means of a hose 
or pipe connected to the fill pipe in the barrel, container, tank, wagon or tank 
car from which such liquid is being drawn. 

Pumps Required. Flammable liquids shall be drawn from tanks by pumps 
or other systems, which shall be equipped with controlling apparatus and pipe 
shall be so arranged as to control the quantity of discharge and to prevent leak¬ 
age or discharge inside of the building by any derangement of the system. When 
located inside a building, the pump or other drawing off device shall be located on 
or above the ground floor in a well ventilated place. 

Gravity Feed Prohibited. No tanks, drums or other containers, holding 
flammable liquids within a building or discharging within a building, shall be 
provided with any faucet or other bottom drawing device. Pipes shall not 
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terminate at any point lower than the level of the source of supply. Nothing in 
this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting the storage or gravity flow or 
both storage and gravity flow of flammable liquids when such liquids are used in 
connection with old burning equipment, or in refineries or in manufacturing and 
jobbing plants and in stores, plants and establishments; provided, however, that 
tanks holding class I or II flammable liquids shall be in a room constructed and 
arranged as provided by section 60-51 for a special room for flammable liquids. 

60-102. Kettles, Vats, Vessels . Kettles, vats, saturators and other vessels 
used in manufacturing processes and which have a capacity of more than five 
gallons of flammable liquids shall not be located within five feet of combustible 
material, nor within five feet of any exit. All combustible floors within ten 
feet of such containers shall be protected with a non-combustible covering. All 
kettles and other open containers shall be provided with substantial covers 
arranged to close automatically by heat actuated devices, or shall be provided 
with equipment to flood such tank with standard foam solution fire extinguisher, 
or a standard dry powder fire extinguisher, or an approved carbon dioxide 
extinguisher as defined in chapter 90 of this code. 

Storage in Containers . The storage of flammable liquids within buildings 
shall be as given in this paragraph; provided, however, that in a special room 
for flammable liquids, unlimited quantities of class II or III flammable liquids 
may be stored therein. 

(1) In Buildings of Type IV-A or IV-B Construction. Class I or II liquids, 
in sealed containers or safety cans of not more than one gallon capacity, not 
exceeding a total of five gallons. Class III liquids, maximum limit of any tank 
or container, sixty gallons, except as otherwise permitted in sections 60-52 to 
60-54, inclusive. 

(2) In Other Buildings. Class I liquids, in sealed containers or safety 
cans not more than one gallon capacity, not exceeding a total of ten gallons. 
Class II liquids in sealed containers or safety cans of not more than five gallons 
capacity or in barrels, drums or tanks not more than sixty gallons capacity. 
Class III liquids in sealed containers of not more than five gallons capacity, in 
barrels, drums and tanks not exceeding one hundred twenty gallons capacity 
except as otherwise permitted in sections 60-52 to 60-54, inclusive. 

(3) Paint and Lettering. Portable containers of a capacity of ten gallons 
or less, used for storing class I or II flammable liquids, shall be painted red, or 
shall be painted with a conspicuous band or stripe of red. Such containers 
shall be conspicuously lettered in black with the following words: “DANGEROUS 
—KEEP LIGHTS AND FIRES AWAY.” Portable containers, used for storing 
class III flammable liquids shall be painted blue, or shall be painted with a con¬ 
spicuous band or stripe of blue. Such containers shall be conspicuously lettered 
in white with the following words: “DANGEROUS—KEEP LIGHT AND FIRE 
AWAY” 

Storage Cabinets. Where the total quantity of flammable liquids stored is 
more than ten gallons and less than fifty gallons, and no individual container 
exceeds five gallons capacity, storage cabinets constructed as follows shall be 
required: Bottom, top and sides of cabinet shall be made of sheet iron, not less 
than No. 18 gauge in thickness. Said cabinet shall be double walled, with not 
less than one and one-half inches air space. Joints shall be riveted or welded. 
Doors shall be of a construction equivalent to walls and shall be provided with a 
3-point lock. Door sill shall be raised not less than two inches above the bottom 
of the cabinet. The cabinet shall be conspicuously labeled in red letters: 

“FLAMMABLE—KEEP FIRE AWAY” 

60-103. Nothing in the building provisions of this code shall be construed 
as prohibiting the use of flammable liquid reclaimers or recovery systems, the 
capacity of which is less than ten gallons per hour and which equipment shall not 
heat the liquid above five hundred degrees Fahrenheit, and which shall have no 
open flame. Such devices shall be arranged so that all gasoline and kerosene 
and similar vapors which are removed from the oil, shall be condensed and 
collected in a closed vapor tight container. 
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60-104. All gasoline gauging or vending devices shall be of substantial con¬ 
struction and firmly secured to concrete or masonry foundations, which shall be 
so located and designed as to prevent motor vehicles damaging such devices. 
Systems wherein continuous pressure is maintained on the gasoline storage tank 
in connection with gauging or vending devices shall not be permitted. The use 
of above ground gasoline storage tanks, or tank cars or tank trucks, in connec¬ 
tion with gasoline vending or gauging devices, shall not be permitted. Devices 
which discharge by gravity shall be so designed that it shall be impossible to 
retain in the gauging compartment more than ten gallons of liquid. Such devices 
shall be so arranged that it shall not be possible to lock the device without 
draining the gauging compartment. 

60-105. Every boiler in a dry cleaning building in which a flammable solvent 
having a flash point below one hundred forty degrees Fahrenheit (closed cup 
tester) is used shall be located in a separate building, or shall be separated by a 
fire wall from every dry cleaning room. The boiler shall be so situated that the 
line of travel for gases between it and the nearest opening into any dry cleaning 
room shall be not less than twenty feet. In every dry cleaning building all 
heating shall be by steam or hot water pipes, equipped with guards as provided 
under section 60-106 for a standard drying room. 

60-106. All steam or hot water pipes in every standard drying room, and in 
every drying room for any article or material which will give off explosive or 
flammable vapors during the drying process, shall be carried on non-combustible 
supports and shall be provided with non-combustible guards so arranged as to 
maintain a clear space of not less than six inches between such pipes and any 
article or material which is being dried. Where textiles, clothing or similar 
articles are dried, such guards shall have openings not more than one-half inch 
in width. Any wire or sheet metal used in such guards shall be not less than 
one-eighth inch thick, and where the articles or materials being dried are heavy 
or are handled in carts, trucks, or other conveyors, the required guards shall be 
of sufficient strength to withstand such impacts and pressure as may be imposed 
upon them. No steam or hot water pipes shall be located less than six inches 
from the floor at any point. Provisions shall be made for the cleaning of all lint, 
dust, waste and refuse from around steam and hot water pipes. 

Any opening for the admission of hot air to a drying room shall be protected 
by a metal screen or grille with openings not more than one-half inch in width. 
The metal of any such screen or grille shall be not less than one-eighth inch 
thick. No such opening for the admission of hot air shall be nearer than six 
inches to the floor at any point. 

Any stove in a drying room shall be provided with a standard furnace founda¬ 
tion. Any stove or electric heating device in a drying room shall be provided with 
a metal guard so arranged as to maintain a clear space of at least six inches 
between said stove or electric heating device and any material or article which is 
being dried, which shall conform in all respects to the requirements of this section 
for guards around steam or hot water pipes. 

60-107. Every conveyor, duct and spout between a grain bleacher and any 
grain elevator or other building shall be enclosed in a casing constructed of non¬ 
combustible material. Conveyors, ducts and spouts shall have an automatic 
closing fire damper at each end, having a fire-resistive value of not less than 
forty-five minutes. Every sulphur burning furnace for a grain bleacher shall be 
so located that the length of the sulphur fumes pipe will not be less than twenty- 
five feet, and every such furnace shall be separated by a distance of not less 
than twenty-five feet from any grain elevator, and from any other building ex¬ 
cept a grain bleacher. 

60-108. Every existing grinding or dust-producing room and every grinding 
or dust producing room hereafter constructed shall have mechanical means of 
collecting and disposing of the lint, dust, shavings or other fine particles of matter 
produced therein, and the heating of such room shall be by steam or hot water 
pipes, equipped with guards as provided under section 60-106 for a drying room. 
Every such means of collecting dust shall be provided with a dust arrester, col¬ 
lector or precipitator, which will prevent the exhausting of particles of matter 
heavier than air into the atmosphere. 
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1. General. 

(a) Where grinding, polishing, buffing, scratch brushing or abrasive, cut¬ 
ting-off wheels, grinding and polishing straps or belts are used in operation pro¬ 
ducing metallic dust, there shall be provided in the area where dusts, vapors, 
gases or fumes are generated, hoods that are connected to exhaust systems which 
will remove such dusts, vapors, gases or fumes, and such exhaust systems shall 
be operated continuously during any such operations on aforesaid equipment and 
such exhaust systems shall be provided with dust arresters, collectors, separators 
or precipitators to collect the dust before the air or gases from such exhaust 
systems are discharged therefrom. 

(b) All exhaust systems used to collect metallic dust such as aluminum, 
magnesium or zinc shall be provided with an interlocking electrical control con¬ 
nected to the exhaust fan motor and the electric power source for running 
polishing, buffing and grinding machines. The interlock shall be so designed 
that in the event of a power failure in connection with the exhaust fan, it will 
cut out the power source controlling the polishing, buffing and grinding equip¬ 
ment. In the event a wet-type dust collector is made use of, additional interlock¬ 
ing electrical controls should be provided in connection with the water supply, 
and should be so designed and installed that in the event of a water flow failure 
or inadequate liquid level, there will be an automatic cut-out of the power sources 
controlling the exhaust fan and the polishing, buffing and grinding equipment. 

(c) All exhaust systems intended for the removal of potentially explosive 
dusts, other than those containing magnesium, shall be provided with either a 
wet-type dust or a dry-type separator. 

(d) In instances where the dusts consist principally of magnesium or its 
alloys, a wet-type collector shall be provided. The exhaust fan shall be on the 
clean air side of the collector. 

(e) All dry-type separators shall be located on the outside of the building. 
The exhaust duct leading to the separators shall be of the shortest possible 
length. 

(f) The exhaust discharge from all dust arresters, collectors, separators or 
precipitators shall be direct to out-of-doors and at such a point to preclude the 
possibility of the re-entry of the exhaust air into the building or adjacent build¬ 
ings. 

(g) The dust removed in dry-type separators shall be discharged into 
enclosures, bins or receptacles, located on the outside of the building. Their 
construction shall be of non-combustible materials; clean-out doors shall be 
provided. Explosion relief vents shall be provided having a net open area of 
not less thon one square inch for each 0.7 cubic foot or fraction thereof. Such 
vent flue shall be located not less than ten feet measured horizontally or verti¬ 
cally from any wall, roof or opening. 

(h) Exhaust carrier duct systems shall be cleaned at least once a week. 
Dust collector enclosures or bins and wet-type collector sludge tanks shall be 
cleaned daily. The deposits shall be removed from the premises and disposed 
of in a safe manner. Under no circumstances shall dry particles and/or sludge 
be discharged into the sewer. Written records of cleaning operations shall be 
maintained on the premises and shall be open for examination at all times. 

2. Exhaust System Design Requirements: 

(a) All branch pipes shall enter the header pipe at an angle of forty-five 
degrees or less. All bends, turns or elbows used in exhaust pipes shall be made 
with a throat radius of two pipe diameters except greater or smaller throat radii 
may be used to clear obstructions. 
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(b) All branch pipes shall connect with a header pipe. The area of 

the header pipe at any point shall not be less than the combined areas of 
the branch pipes joining it between such point and the small end of the 
header. Such header pipes shall be connected to an exhaust fan to produce 

a minimum air velocity in the branch pipes of 4,500 feet per minute or 

such greater air velocity reasonably required to remove dusts, vapors, gases 
or fumes generated. Where cradles are used for handling the parts to be 
ground, polished or buffed, or where swing grinders are used, and large partial 
enclosures to house the complete operation are required, the opening in such 

enclosures shall have a minimum average air velocity of 200 feet per minute 

and shall be connected to branch pipes of an exhaust system of such area as to 
produce a minimum air velocity of 4,500 feet per minute in the branch pipes. 

(c) Dust shall be removed by means of suitable mechanically exhausted 
hoods or enclosures at each operation. Such hoods shall be so designed, located 
and placed that the dust or dirt particles will fall or be projected or drawn into 
the hoods in the direction of the air flow. No wheels, discs, straps or belts shall 
be operated in such manner and in such direction that will cause the dust and 
dirt particles to be thrown into the operator’s breathing zone. 

(d) The exhaust outlet of the hoods and the branch pipes connected 
thereto, of grinding wheels on floor stands, pedestals, benches, swing frames 
and special purpose grinding machines and abrasive cutting-off wheels shall 
have not less than the following minimum inside diameter: 


Minimum Maximum 

Size of grinding or inside dia. of hood wheel 

abrasive cutting-off outlet and branch surface 

wheel—inches pipe (inches) (Sq. In.) 

Up to 9" dia. incl. not over 1%" thick 3 43 

Over 9" to 16" dia. incl. not over 2" thick 4 101 

Over 16" to 19" dia. incl. not over 3" thick 4^2 180 

Over 19" to 24" dia. incl. not over 4" thick 5 302 

Over 24" to 30" dia. incl. not over 5" thick 6 472 

Over 30" to 36" dia. incl. not over 6 " thick 7 679 


(e) The exhaust outlet in the hood and branch pipes connected thereto of 
brush wheels over 6 " in diameter and all buffing and polishing wheels mounted 
on floor stands, pedestals, benches or special purpose machines shall have not 


less than the following minimum inside diameter: 

Minimum Maximum 

inside dia. of hood wheel 
Size of buffing, poshing and outlet and branch surface 

scratch brush wheel—inches pipe (inches) (Sq. In.) 

Up to 9" dia. incl. not over 2" thick 3^2 57 

Over 9" dia. to 16" dia. incl. not over 3" thick 4V 2 151 

Over 16" dia. to 19" dia. incl. not over 4" thick 5 239 

Over 19" dia. to 24" dia. incl. not over 5" thick 5 Y 2 377 

Over 24" dia. to 30" dia. incl. not over 6 " thick 6 V 2 565 


(f) In case a grinding, polishing, buffing or scratch brushing wheel is 
thicker than given in the tables set out herein, the diameter of the hood outlet 
and branch pipe connected thereto shall not be less than called for by its wheel 
surface. 

When the grinding, polishing, buffing or scratch brushing wheel surface 
exceeds 679 square inches, the inside area of the hood outlet and branch pipe 
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connected thereto shall be increased in size in the ratio of one square inch of 
opening to 17 square inches of wheel surface. 


(g) Grinding wheels or discs for horizontal single spindle disc grinders 
shall be hooded to collect the dust or dirt generated by the grinding operation 
and the hoods shall be connected to branch pipes of the following minimum 
diameters: 


Size of wheel or disc—inches 
Up to 12" diameter 
Over 12" to 19" dia. incl. 
Over 19" to 30" dia. incl. 
Over 30" to 36" dia. incl. 


Minimum 
inside dia. of 
hood outlet and 
branch pipe 
(inches) 


3 

4 

5 

6 


(h) Grinding wheels or discs for double spindle disc grinders shall have a 
hood enclosing the grinding chamber and such hood shall be connected to one 
or more branch pipes of the following minimum diameters: 


Size of wheel or disc—inches 
Up to 19" dia. incl. 

Over 19" dia. to 25" dia. incl. 
Over 25" dia. to 30" dia. incl. 
Over 30" dia. to 53" dia. incl. 
Over 53" dia. to 72" dia. incl, 


Minimum 
number and 
inside diam. of 
hood outlet 
and branch 
pipe (inches) 

1 pipe—5" 

1 pipe—6" 

1 pipe—7" 

2 pipes—6" 

4 pipes—8" 


(i) Grinding wheels or discs for vertical single spindle disc grinders shall 
be encircled with a hood to remove the dust generated in the operation and such 
hoods shall be connected to one or more branch pipes of the following minimum 
inside diameters: 


Size of disc—inches 
Up to 20" dia. 

Over 20" dia. to 30" dia. incl. 
Over 30" dia. to 53" dia. incl. 
Over 53" dia. to 72" dia. incl. 


Minimum 
number and 
inside diam. of 
hood outlet 
and branch 
pipe (inches) 

1 pipe— 41 / 2 " 
2 pipes—4" 

2 pipes—6" 

2 pipes—8" 


(j) Grinding and polishing straps and belts shall be provided with hoods 
to remove dust or dirt generated in the operation and such hoods shall be con¬ 
nected to branch pipes of the following minimum inside diameters. 


Strap or belt 
size—inches 

Up to 2" wide 
Over 3" wide— 


Minimum inside diameter of hood outlet and 
branch pipe (inches) 

3" 

For each 2" or fraction thereof increase in strap 
or belt width add 1 / 2 " or fraction thereof to the 
hood outlet and branch pipe size. 
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In instances where potentially explosive dtists are removed, an additional 
branch pipe connection shall be provided at each point of rotational direction 
change. 

(k) Cleanout openings shall be provided in all horizontal runs of ducts, at 
10 feet intervals, at such other points as will permit proper cleaning, and 
wherever dust settlement is likely to occur, such as near bends, pipe junctions 
and vertical duct risers. Cleanout openings shall be of a size that will permit 
ready access to the duct interior. Wherever practical, cleanout openings should 
be located on the under side of the ducts. Removable caps shall be provided at 
all horizontal duct tail ends. 

(l) (1) Branch pipe junctions to main pipe shall be made at an angle not 
greater than 45° and should for least resistance and best practice, be 30° or 
less, measured on the center line of the two pipes. 

(2) Junctions shall be made at the side or top of the larger end of a 
transformation piece, except that for specific reasons of balancing the flow, 
junction may be made with the main pipe section of uniform pipe diameter. 

(3) Transformation Pieces. Transformation pieces shall be tapered at an 
included angle not greater than 30°. Transformation pieces shall increase in 
area by an amount necessary to maintain the air velocity required in the system, 
and shall be constructed of material equal in gauge to the material of the con¬ 
necting pipe at the large end. 

(m) (1) . Materials of Construction. All pipes shall be constructed of not 
less than the following gauges of metal, or other non-combustible and moisture 


resisting material of equivalent strength: 

Diameter of 

U. S.Standard 

Pipe—Inches 

Gauge 

Up to 8" inclusive 

20 

Over 8" to 18" incl. 

18 

Over 18" to 30" incl. 

16 

Over 30" 

14 


(2) Elbows and Bends. All elbows and bends shall be made from material 
at least two gauges heavier than is required for straight piping of the same 
diameter, except that for No. 14 gauge and heavier, the elbows and straight pipe 
may be of the same gauge. 

(3) Material. Exhaust piping shall be of galvanized or painted black sheet 
iron or other non-combustible materials of required strength, corrosion and 
abrasion resisting properties. 

(3) Compliance with mechanical exhaust test requirements shall be de¬ 
termined in accordance with sections 81-20, and 81-21. 

(4) Pre-Cleaning Metallic Surfaces. 

All metallic parts, prior to being subjected to grinding, polishing or buffing 
processes, shall be thoroughly cleansed of all adhering oils, greases, and corrosion 
protective materials. All parts surfaces shall be free of solvents before being 
subjected to grinding, polishing or buffing operations. Every tank or vat con¬ 
taining a volatile flammable cleaning solvent shall be provided with an auto¬ 
matically closing close-fitting cover. 

(5) Electrical Controls. 

All electrical controls shall be installed as provided in chapter 88 of this 
code. 

Any person violating any provision of this section shall be fined not more 
than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, for each 
offense. [Amend. Coun. J. 5-11-54, p. 7442.] 
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60-109. Foundations. Every oven, for the baking of japan or enamel work, 
located on a combustible floor, shall be provided with a standard furnace founda¬ 
tion, meeting the requirements of section 80-8. 

Separation of Baking Compartment and Fire Chamber. If direct heat is 
used, the baking compartment of the oven shall be cut off from the fire chamber 
and smoke flue by a tight non-combustible partition, and provisions shall be 
made to keep the flame at such distance from such partition as will preclude 
the possibility of igniting the fumes in the baking compartment. 

Metal Oven Construction. The walls and ceiling of every metal oven shall 
consist of an inner and outer shell of metal not less than three-eightieths inch 
thick, with riveted or welded seams and joints, secured to a rigid framework 
of suitable iron or steel shapes. The inner and outer metal shells shall be sepa¬ 
rated not less than one and one-half inches, the space between being filled solid 
with fused non-combustible insulating material not less than one and one-fourth 
inches thick. 

Brick Oven Construction. Every brick oven shall have walls and ceiling at 
least four inches in thickness and shall be provided with a metal door not less 
than five sixty-fourths inch in thickness. 

Open Ventilation and Relief Covers. Every japanning or enameling oven 
shall have a vent pipe of iron or steel, not less than one-thirty-second inch thick 
with riveted or welded seams and joints, or formed of a compressed mixture of 
asbestos fiber and Portland cement or as provided by chapter 63 of this code for 
smoke flues and chimneys. 

Clearances. No part of any oven inclosure or oven flues shall be located 
nearer to any combustible construction than is permitted under chapter 63 of 
this code for low pressure boiler breachings. 

60-110. Only steam or hot water shall be used for heating a kiln or room 
for the drying of lumber. 

60-111. A nitrocellulose products room shall be heated by hot water or 
steam, by either direct or indirect means. Any steam radiator or steam pipe, 
in which the working pressure exceeds five pounds per square inch, shall be 
located not less than four feet from the floor. Every steam or hot water radi¬ 
ator or pipe which is less than four feet from the floor, or which is so located 
that any nitrocellulose material or waste might come in contact with it, shall be 
protected by a guard of No. 18 U. S. gauge galvanized wire screen of one-fourth 
inch mesh. Such guard shall be not less than three inches from the radiator or 
pipe at all points, and the tops, if any, shall slope at an angle of not less than 
forty-five degrees from the horizontal so as to prevent the use of the tops 
as shelves. No floor register shall be used with any indirect system of heating, 
and no wall register shall have an opening nearer than six inches from the floor. 
Every furnace or other equipment for the heating of air in an indirect system 
shall be located in an independent room separated from every nitrocellulose 
products room by not less than two hour fire-resistive construction. 

60-112. In every paint mixing or spraying room and every picker or 
shredder room, all heating shall be by steam or hot water radiation equipped 
with guards as provided under section 60-106 for a standard drying room. 

60-113. In every motion picture trial exhibition room, seats provided for 
spectators shall be fixed seats. 

60-114. Every rack, hangar, trolley, rail, groove or other piece of equip¬ 
ment in any smoke house or smoke room shall be of non-combustible material. 

Danger Signs 

60-115. Every fume or explosion hazard building and every fume or ex¬ 
plosion hazard room shall have the words “DANGER—POISONOUS GAS” where 
any fume hazard gas occurs, or the words “DANGER—EXPLOSIVE GAS” 
where any explosion hazard gas occurs, painted in a conspicuous position on the 
outside of every entrance thereto; provided, however, that no such sign shall 
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be required for any building or room in which not more than two standard cyl- 
of ^ch gas are present at any time. Every such sign shall meet the 
requirements of section 60-117 for lettering. 

6 f'}, 16 ' E ,X ei 7 baildin S or room or above ground tank for the use or stor¬ 
age of flammable liquids, and every buiiding or room for highly flammable ma¬ 
terials, shall have the words “FLAMMABLE—KEEP FIRE AWAY” painted in 
60-117 P1CU ° US P ° Sltion on the outside thereof, with letters as required by section 

. 60-117. ^ Every hazardous chemical room and every hazardous chemical 

WATFR” U1 nfinf shall have the words “HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS—USE NO 
WA1LR painted m a conspicuous position on the outside of everv entrance 
door thereto. Such wording shall be in plainly legible bright red letters on a 
white background with letters not less than six inches high and with the principal 
strokes thereof not less than three-fourths inch in width. ^ 

walls of every magazine shall be painted bright red. 
nn^hTfiw MAGAZmE-DANGER” shall be painted in a conspicuous position 
on the front wall of every magazine. 

thr.r.^h 1 l\ Eve 7 v v lve . required for the control of the discharge of steam 
through a steam fire line into any dry cleaning room and every valve required 
f< ? r “l e control of the discharge of steam through a steam jet in a picker or 

“STfIm Smfc itnI” 6 T Tked W i th - a sign which shal! bear th c words 

LINE. Every such sign shall meet the requirements of section 
ou-i-U tor lettering. 


Fire Protection 


• ^ 60 “. 1 20. The requirements of this code relating to the fire protection of an 
industrial or storage unit, shall apply to a hazardous use unit, except as other¬ 
wise provided under this part of this chapter dealing with fire protection 


60-121. General. A standard system of automatic sprinklers, meeting the 
requirements of chapter 91 of this code, shall be installed in every building or 
part of a building, hereafter designed, erected, altered, or converted for the 
purposes of the following occupancies: 


Asphalt, tar, pitch, resin and paraffin heating rooms. 

Drying rooms for articles or materials which give off explosive or 
flammable vapors during the drying process whether or not a collection and 
disposal system is provided for such vapors. 

Fume or explosion hazard buildings of heavier timber or ordinarv con¬ 
struction. J 

Grinding or dust producing rooms. 

Highly flammable material storage buildings and rooms. 

Japanning or enameling rooms. 

Nitrocellulose products building and rooms. 

Paint mixing or spraying rooms. 

Picker or shredder rooms. 

Rooms for storage or baling of waste paper. 

Industrial properties with occupancies such as: 

Artificial flowers. 

Artificial leather. 

Carpet linings. 

Cotton clothing. 

Cotton batting. 

Cotton rag sorting. 

Cotton waste. 

Feather renovating. 

Shoddy mills. 

Straw goods. 

Woodworking with dipping or varnishing. 

and such other occupancies as shall be determined to be in fact of high hazard 
by the commissioner of buildings, in accordance with the true meaning and intent 





Municipal Code of Chicago 


139 


of this section and consistent with the occupancies definitely fixed as hazardous 
use units; provided, however, that if the non-hazardous areas of any building 
in which such an occupancy occurs, are separated from the hazardous use area 
by a fire wall, it shall be permissible to omit such sprinkler system from the 
non-hazardous areas; and provided further, that where required under other 
paragraphs of this section, every floor area above the lowest floor area in which 
certain hazardous use units occur, shall be equipped throughout with a standard 
system of automatic sprinklers; and provided also, that no sprinkler system 
shall be required in any vault used for the storage of files, records and other 
non-hazardous documents. 

Where Prohibited. No sprinkler system shall be permitted in any hazard¬ 
ous chemical room or in any hazardous chemical storage building, where the 
presence of water would add to the hazard. 

Fume or Explosion Hazard. No sprinkler system shall be required for any 
fume or explosion hazard building of Type IA, IB or IC construction, nor for 
any room intended for the storage and use of chlorine gas for no purpose other 
than the operation of a water purification plant or refrigerating unit, nor for 
any unit of non-combustible construction used exclusively for the production of 
manufactured gas. 

Highly Flammable Material Storage. Every fire area containing any 
highly flammable material storage room shall be equipped throughout the story 
containing such room and throughout every higher story with a standard sys¬ 
tem of automatic sprinklers; provided, however, that if such room is designed, 
erected, altered or converted for the purposes of storing in baled condition only, 
not more than five thousand pounds of any highly flammable material as de¬ 
scribed under section 60-2 then such a sprinkler system shall be required in such 
room only. 

Nitrocellulose Products Rooms. 

(1) General. Every fire area containing a nitrocellulose products room 
shall be equipped throughout the story containing such room and throughout 
every higher story, with a standard system of automatic sprinklers. 

(2) Drying Boxes. Every box for the drying of nitrocellulose products 
shall be provided with one automatic sprinkler head for each sixty cubic feet 
of volume. 

(3) Film Examining and Repair Rooms. Every room intended for the 
examination or repair of motion picture films shall be provided with not less 
than one automatic sprinkler head for each twenty-five square feet of ceiling 
area, so spaced thali the distance between the adjacent heads shall not exceed 
five feet, six inches. Where the distance between heads is less than four feet, 
ten inches, baffle plates of sheet metal not less than one-fortieth inch thick shall 
be provided midway between adjacent heads and shall extend six inches below 
the level of the deflectors on the heads. Where nitrocellulose products are stored 
on shelves, there shall be one sprinkler head directly over the aisle in front of 
each section of shelving. Baffle plates shall be provided between such heads in 
the same manner as* required for other heads in the room. 

(4) Receiving, Shipping, and Distributing Rooms. Every receiving, ship¬ 
ping or distributing room for nitrocellulose products shall be provided with not 
less than one automatic sprinkler head for each fifty square feet of ceiling area, 
so spaced that the distance between adjacent heads shall not exceed seven feet, 
six inches. 

60-122. A standard system of standpipes meeting the provisions of chap¬ 
ter 92 of this code shall be installed in every hazardous use unit which is more 
than eighty feet in height; provided, however, that such a standpipe system 
shall be installed in every cereal, feed, flour, grist or starch mill, malt house or 
similar building which is more than two stories in height. 

60-123. Types. Standard fire-extinguishers, as defined in section 90-20 
shall be of the types suited to types of fire hazard in accordance with the fol¬ 
lowing provisions: 

(1) Only dry powder extinguishers shall be installed where grain bleach¬ 
ing processes employing sodium peroxide and sulphur are carried on, wherever 
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Hazardous Use Units 


an C added a hazard S pr6Sent and wherever th e introduction of water would create 


( 2 ) 
shall be 
present. 


Only foam type, carbon 
installed in dry cleaning 


tetrachloride or carbon dioxide extinguishers 
rooms and spaces where flammable liquids are 


Ko : T l?« 1 i®i stl ? gul ?h ers containing a soda-acid or other aqueous solution may 

thA^^ 11 - ed i elSe 7H re; / Xce ? t that m hazardous chemical rooms the nature of 
the chemical contents of such rooms shall determine the extinguisher solution. 

(4) Only carbon dioxide or other non-conducting agent shall be used in 
extinguishers installed for use upon fires in electrical equipment. 

Requirements Standard fire-extinguishers shall be installed in every room 
or space classified as a hazardous use unit as follows: 


One standard fire-extinguisher in each room or space of two thousand square 
ee . ? r les ^ 4i°° r area and one additional standard fire extinguisher for each 
additional two thousand square feet of floor area or fraction thereof; provided 
however, that the distance from any point to the nearest extinguisher shall in 
no case exceed fifty feet. 


60-m. Every fireproof metal cabinet and every compartment therein 
shall be equipped with one standard automatic sprinkler head. The pressure on 
the water supply to the sprinkler head shall be not less than ten pounds per 
square inch. ^ 


60-125. Every standard fireproof vault shall be equipped with a standard 
system of automatic sprinklers, with one standard automatic sprinkler head for 
each seventy-five cubic feet or fraction thereof of space in such vault No 24 
U. S. gauge galvanized iron baffle plates reinforced with rolled bottom edge 
shall be attached to and suspended from the ceiling of the vaults, which shall be 
so arranged that they shall be midway between adjacent heads and shall extend 
six inches beiow the level of the deflectors 'on the heads. 

60-126. In any plant for the manufacture of acetylene gas, provisions shall 
be made for the disposal of the residuum of calcium carbide outside the building: 
and without discharging into any drain or sewer. 


If a standard foam-type automatic fire extinguisher is placed 
immediately oyer or adjacent to a dip tank or vat used with any flammable 
liquid, and such extinguisher is so arranged that a fire shall automatically cause 
the foam to flow into the vat or tank, the cover required by section 60-98 for 
such a tank or vat, may be omitted. 


GO-128. Steam Fire Lines. Every dry cleaning building in which a flam¬ 
mable solvent having a flash point below one hundred forty degrees Fahrenheit 
(closed cup tester) is used shall be provided with a high pressure steam boiler 
having a. capacity of one horsepower for each one hundred cubic feet contained 
m the largest dry cleaning room in the building. Such boiler shall be arranged 
and equipped to permit a steam pressure of not less than thirty pounds per 
square inch being maintained at all times during which dry cleaning operations 
are carried on in the building. Each dry cleaning room in the building shall be 
connected to such boiler by a steam pipe of not less than one and one-half inch 
diameter, either by a direct line to each room, or by a main or mains with 
branches. Where any such main or branch line passes through a wall it shall be 
equipped with a tight fitting journal solidly built into the wall construction 
Discharge pipes shall be provided near the ceiling in each drying room, at inter¬ 
vals of not more than ten feet over the entire ceiling area, and in addition 
there shall be provided one discharge pipe near the ceiling over each washer 
and each extractor located or provided for in the room. Each such discharge 
pipe shall be at least two inches long and shall be directed downward. The 
discharge of steam into each drying room shall be controlled by a valve located 
outside the building. 


Water Tanks. There shall be an open tank not less than four feet long 
two feet wide, and three feet deep near the entrance to every dry cleaning room' 
which shall be so arranged and equipped that it may be kept filled with water 
to within four inches of its top at all times. 
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60-129. Every conveyor and spout between a grain bleacher and any other 
building shall be provided with a damper at each end. Such dampers shall be 
of construction having a sixty minute fire-resistive value, and shall be so ar¬ 
ranged and equipped as to close automatically in case of fire by the release of 
a fusible link or by the actuation of a standard thermostatic releasing device. 

60-130. Where a supply of steam at not less than five pounds pressure is 
available, a steam jet shall be installed in every picker or shredder room with 
a control valve outside of the room. Where such a supply of steam is not avail¬ 
able, a standard two and one-half gallon fire extinguisher shall be kept outside 
the entrance door to every such room and adjacent thereto, with an opening 
twelve inches square provided through the inclosure of the room, through which 
the nozzle of the extinguisher may be directed into the room. Such opening shall 
be provided with a non-combustible cover, removable from the outside. 

Artificial Lighting and Exit Signs 

60-131. The requirements of this code, relating to artificial lighting and 
exit signs in an industrial or storage unit shall apply to a hazardous use unit 
except as qtherwise provided in this part of this chapter dealing with artificial 
lighting anil exit signs. 

60-132. All artificial lighting in the following occupancies: 

Cereal, feed, flour, grist or starch mill. 

Dry cleaning building. 

Fume or explosion hazard room. 

Grain elevator, malt house or similar building. 

Grinding or dust producing room. 

Highly flammable material storage building or room. 

Japanning or enameling room. 

Magazine. 

Nitrocellulose or nitrocellulose products building or room. 

Paint mixing or spraying room. 

Picker or shredder room. 

Drying room for any article or material which will give off explosive or 

flammable vapors during the drying process 
shall be by electric lights protected by vapor-proof globes and wire guards. 
Switches for the control of such lighting shall be located outside the building 
or room, or shall be oil switches or other types suitable for use in the presence 
of explosive or flammable vapors. There shall be no switches or receptacles for 
extension cords in any such building or room, except types approved for use 
with explosive vapors. 

60-133. Every vertical means of exit required under that part of this 
chapter dealing with means of exit from any story for which two exits are re¬ 
quired shall have a standard exit sign as required by chapter 67. 

60-134. Any lighting in a standard fireproof vault shall be by electricity 
only. The light shall be controlled by an indicating switch located on the outside 
of the vault. All such lights shall be equipped with wire guards, keyless sockets, 
and vapor-proof globes. 
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61-1. Buildings defined in section 48-11 as Miscellaneous Buildings and 
Structures shall comply with all structural and other applicable requirements 
of this code with the special requirements of this chapter. 

61-2. Outdoor signs shall comply with all applicable provisions of this 
code and with the special provisions of sections 61-2.1 to 61-2.6, inclusive, and 
chapter 86.1. 

61-2.1. For the purposes of this code, certain terms are hereby defined as 

follows: 

(a) Outdoor signs shall include all fabricated signs and their supporting 
structures erected on the ground or attached to or supported by a building or 
structure. 

(b) An open sign is a sign in which the area of any surface exposed to the 
wind does not exceed fifty per cent of the aggregate area of the sign. 

(c) A ground sign is a sign supported by uprights or braces on the ground. 

(d) A roof sign is a sign erected on the roof of a building. 
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(e) A wall sign is a sign which is attached to a wall of a building and pro¬ 
jects not more than fifteen inches from such wall except that lighting reflect¬ 
ors may project from such wall a distance not exceeding eight feet. 

(f) A projecting sign is a sign which is attached to a wall of a building 
and projects more than fifteen inches beyond such wall. 

(g) A marquee sign shall be a sign which is mounted on or against the 
facia of a marquee. 

(h) A sign structure consists of the supports, uprights, bracing and frame¬ 
work of the sign. 

(i) Structural trim includes the molding, battens, cappings, nailing, strips, 
latticing and platforms which are attached to the sign structure. 

(j) Display surface is the surface made available either by the structure 
or the sign facing for the mounting of letters and decorations. 

(k) Sign facing is the opaque or transparent surface or surfaces of the 
sign, upon, against or through which the message of the sign is exhibited. 

(l) Letters and decorations include the letters, illustrations, symbols, 
figures, insignia and other devices employed to express and illustrate the mes¬ 
sage of the sign. 

61-2.2. All outdoor signs hereinafter erected or altered shall comply with 
the following general requirements: 

(a) Signs shall be adequately supported to resist wind loads as required 
in section 68-4.5. 

(b) All signs projecting over public property shall comply with the re¬ 
quirements of section 77-2.5. 

(c) Electric signs and unmounted sign boards shall comply with the re¬ 
quirements of section 61-3. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prevent the application 
of restrictions pertaining to signs as provided in the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 

(e) The name of the owner shall appear on the top of all signs more than 
twenty-four square feet in area. 

61-2.3. Ground signs or wall signs used exclusively for the sale or lease of 
property on which they are erected, having an area not exceeding twenty-four 
square feet may be constructed entirely of combustible materials; provided that 
such ground signs shall be located not less than ten feet from any building or 
public way. 

61-2.4. Except as provided in section 61-2.3 for sale and rental signs, all 
outdoor signs shall comply with the following construction requirements: 

(a) Sign structures. 

Sign structures shall be of non-combustible materials with the following 
exceptions: 

(1) The sign structure of ground signs not exceeding fifteen feet six 
inches in height may be of combustible materials. 

<2) Heavy timber members may be used for bearing and anchoring of roof 
signs at the roof level. 

(b) Structural Trim. 

Structural trim of signs located within Fire District No. 1 shall be of non¬ 
combustible materials. Structural trim of signs located with Fire Districts 
Nos. 2 or 3, may be combustible materials. 

(c) Sign Facings. 

Facings shall be of non-combustible materials except that facings of ap¬ 
proved combustible materials not exceeding a total of 100 square feet in area 
shall be permitted on each face of any sign. 

(d) Letters and Decorations. 

Letters and decorations of signs shall be made of non-combustible ma¬ 
terials, except that: 

Letters and decorations may be made from or faced with approved com¬ 
bustible materials, provided that the area occupied or covered by such letters 
and decorations is limited on the following basis: 


Area of Display Surface 
Not more than 100 sq. ft. 

More than 100 sq. ft. but less 
than 2,100 sq. ft. 


Maximum Area Occupied or Covered 
by Combustible Materials 
100% of display surface area. 

100 sq. ft. plus 25% of the difference 
between 100 sq. ft. and the area 
of the display surface. 

600 sq. ft. 


More than 2,100 sq. ft. 
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61-2.5. (a) Open Ground Signs. 

The face of open ground signs as defined in section 61-2.1 (b) shall not 
exceed sixty feet in height. 

(b) Ground signs. 

(1) Ground signs other than open ground signs shall not exceed fifteen 
feet six inches in height measured from the adjoining street level or from the 
ground level if such ground level is above the street level. The distance to a 
public way from such ground signs shall be not less than the height of the sign 
above such public way. 

(2) The bottom of the face of every ground sign shall be constructed at 
least three feet six inches above the ground or sidewalk level, whichever is the 
highest. The space below the face may be filled with a decorative lattice or 
similar light construction having not less than fifty per cent open area. 

(c) Roof Signs. 

(1) The height of a roof sign shall not exceed sixty feet above the roof 
on which it is erected nor twenty-five feet above the height limitations of the 
building as established in section 51-1. 

(2) The bottom of the face of a roof sign shall have a clear space of not 
less than five feet between the sign and the roof on which it is erected, unob¬ 
structed except for necessary vertical supports and bracing. 

(3) The face of a roof sign shall be located not less than six feet back 
from any wall fronting on a public way. 

(d) Projecting Signs. 

The height of a projecting sign shall not exceed seventy feet, and the area 
of one face of a projecting sign shall not exceed 250 square feet. Signs pro¬ 
jecting over public property shall be in accordance with requirements of sec¬ 
tion 86.1-10. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799.] 

61-2.6. Approved combustible materials as applied to outdoor signs shall 
include: 

(1) Wood or materials not more combustible than wood. 

(2) Combustible plastics which, when tested in accordance with ASTM 
Standard Method Test for Flammability of Plastics over 0.050 inch in thick¬ 
ness (D635-44) burn no faster than 2.5 inches per minute in .060 inch 
thickness. 

61-3. Electric signs and signboards shall comply with the provisions of 
chapter 86.1. 


61-4. 


61-4.1. A coal pocket is defined as a separate structure used for the re¬ 
ceiving, storage or disposing of coal. 

61-4.2. Coal pockets and other similar structures shall be constructed en¬ 
tirely of non-conbustible materials except that such structures not more than 
thirty-five feet in height may be constructed of heavy timber members when 
located not less than thirty feet from a lot line or other structure or from the 
opposite side of a public way or railroad right of way. 

61-5. Fences shall comply with the provisions of sections 61-5.1 to 61-5.4, 
inclusive. 


61-5.1. (a) A fence is hereby defined as a structure forming a barrier at 

grade between lots, between a lot and a street or any alley, or between portions 
of a lot or lots, such structures being independent of any other. 

(b) Fences shall be classified according to the general form of their con¬ 
struction as screen fences or solid fences. 

(c) A screen fence is a fence so constructed that at least fifty per cent of 
the superficial area thereof consists of regularly distributed apertures. 
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4 . 1 . * d) 3 ?°, lid fence ,is a fence so constructed that less than fifty per cent of 

the superficial area thereof consists of regularly distributed apertures. 

(g) Any fence not constructed entirely of non-combustible materials 
be classed as a combustible fence. 


, 61-5.2. M<mmum Height, (a) The height of a combustible screen fence 

shall not exceed eight feet 

(b) The height of a combustible solid fence shall not exceed six feet ex¬ 
cept that such fence may have a height not exceeding eight feet under the fol¬ 
lowing conditions: 

(1) When the distance from the fence to a public way exceeds the 
height of the fence. 

(2) When such fence is laterally braced on one side with structural 
braces extending to the top of the fence or is supported by posts of non¬ 
combustible material set in masonry or concrete foundations. 

(c) The height of a non-combustible screen fence shall not exceed ten feet 

except as follows: * 

(1) A non-combustible screen fence enclosing a place of open air 
assembly or a yard of an institutional, business, industrial or storage occu¬ 
pancy may have a height not exceeding fifteen feet. 

(d) The height of a non-combustible solid fence shall not exceed eight feet 
except as follows: 

(1) A non-combustible solid fence enclosing a place of open air assem¬ 
bly or a yard of an institutional, business, industrial or storage occupancy 
may have a height not exceeding twelve feet. 


61-5.3. Fences shall be designed and constructed to resist a horizontal wind 
pressure of not less than thirty pounds per square foot in addition to all other 
forces to which they may be subjected. 

61-5.4. The use of barbed wire at a height less than eight feet above the 
ground shall be prohibited; provided, however, that the use of barbed wire 
above six feet from the ground when wholly on or over private property shall be 
permitted. [Amend. Coun. J. 11-4-50, p. 6975.] 

61-6. Every fire station hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable 
provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-6.1 to 
61-6.3, inclusive. 


61-6.1. A fire station is defined as a building or part of a building designed 
or used as a place for the housing of one or more pieces of fire fighting or 
salvaging equipment, together with sleeping quarters, locker rooms, toilet rooms, 
heating plant and such other rooms or spaces as required by the fireman or the 
equipment. 


61-6.2. (a) Fire stations shall be of a type of construction not less fire 

resistive than Type m-B. 

(b) Sleeping quarters and rooms and spaces appurtenant thereto shall 
comply with all requirements for Multiple Dwellings. [Amend. Coun. J. 5-27-55 
p. 300.] 


61-6.3. A fire station may occupy a part of a building used for business, 
mercantile, storage, industrial or police station occupancy, provided that such fire 
station shall be separated from every other part of such building by construction 
providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

61-7. Every police station hereafter erected shall comply with all applica¬ 
ble provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-7.1 to 
61-7.3, inclusive. 
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61-7.1. A police station is defined as a building or part of a building used 
by the police department for administrative offices and detention facilities and 
may include sleeping quarters, courtrooms and such other rooms or spaces as 
may be required. 

61-7.2. (a) Police stations shall be of a type of construction not less fire 

resistive than Type III-B. 

(b) The portion of a police station used for the detention of prisoners 
shall comply with all applicable requirements for jails. 

(c) Administrative offices shall comply with requirements for Business 
Units. 

(d) Courtrooms shall comply with requirements for Assembly Units. 

(e) Sleeping quarters and rooms and spaces appurtenant thereto shall 
comply with the requirements for Multiple Dwellings. 

61-7.3. A police station may occupy a part of a building used for business, 
mercantile, storage, industrial or fire station occupancy, provided that such police 
station shall be separated from every other part of such building by construction 
providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

61-8. Every private garage hereafter erected shall comply with all appli¬ 
cable provisions cf this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-8.1 
to 61-8.4, inclusive. 

61-8.1. A private garage is defined as a building, or part of a building, not 
more than one story high and having an area not exceeding 800 square feet and 
designed or used for the storage of passenger motor vehicles containing flam¬ 
mable fuel. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

61-8.2. A private garage may be of any type of construction permitted in 
the fire district in which it is located, except that private garages of Type IV-A or 
IV-B construction not exceeding 500 square feet in area may be erected in any 
fire district. Floor construction of all private garages shall be of non-combustible 
materials providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. Doors shall be 
limited to eight feet in height. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

61-8.3. (a) A private garage of Types IV-A or IV-B construction shall be 

located not less than three feet from an interior lot line. 

61-8.4. (a) Private garages located within, or attached to, another building 

or located less than six feet from another building on the same lot shall be 
separated from such building by construction providing fire resistance of not less 
than one hour. 

(b) There shall be no opening through such construction except that there 
may be one access doorway not exceeding twenty-one square feet in area. 

(c) Such opening shall be protected with a self-closing door not less fire- 
resistive than a solid wood door one and three-quarters inches thick. 

(d) The sill of any door leading from a private garage to a building shall 
be located not less than eight inches above the garage floor. 

61-9. Every roundhouse hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable 
provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-9 1 to 
61-9.3, inclusive. 


61-9.1. A roundhouse is defined as a structure for the storing and repairing 
of locomotives using any fuel other than a volatile flammable liquid. 

61-9.2. (a) Roundhouses shall be limited to one story in height and shall 

be of Types I-A, I-B, I-C, II or III-A construction. g 11 

(b) Floors and pits shall be constructed of non-combustible materials 

(c) Roofing shall be of Class A or B materials. 

(d) Spaesa used for storage of fuel or combustible materials shall be 
separated from the roundhouse by construction providing fire resistance of not 
less than four hours. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 
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61-9.3. Except as otherwise provided in this section roundhouses shall com¬ 
ply with all applicable requirements for Class H-2, Moderate Hazard Storage 
Units. 


61-10. Every carbarn hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable 
provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-10.1 to 
61-10.3, inclusive. 

61-10.1. A carbarn is defined as a structure for the storing and repairing 
of electric street cars and other electrical conveyances. 

61-10.2. (a) Carbarns shall be of Types I-A, I-B, I-C, H or HI-A con¬ 
struction. 

(b) Floors and pits shall be constructed of non-combustible materials. 

(c) Roofing shall be of Class A or B materials. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

61-10.3. Except as otherwise provided in this section, carbarns shall com¬ 
ply with all applicable requirements for Class H-2, Moderate Hazard Storage 
Units. 


61-11. Every shed and shelter shed hereafter erected shall comply with 
all applicable requirements of this code pertaining to Class H-2, Moderate haz¬ 
ard Storage Units, and with the special provisions of sections 61-11.1 and 61-11.2. 

61-11.1. (a) A shelter shed is defined as a roofed structure, used for 

storage purposes only, not exceeding fifteen feet in height and having more 
than fifty per cent of the area of its sides open. 

(b) A shed is defined as a structure, used for storage purposes only, not 
exceeding fifteen feet in height nor 400 square feet in ground area. 

61-11.2. (a) Sheds of combustible frame construction shall be permitted in 

Fire Districts No. 1 and No. 2 under the following conditions: 

(1) Sheds shall be located not less than ten feet from any other 
building. 

(2) No more than one shed shall be permitted on any one lot. 

(b) Shelter sheds shall be permitted in Fire Districts No. 1 and No. 2 
under the following conditions: 

(1) Floors shall be of non-combustible material or of wood planks not 
less than two inches in nominal thickness laid directly on the ground. 

(2) Shelter sheds not exceeding 800 square feet in area shall be lo¬ 
cated not less than ten feet from a lot line or from any other building. 

(3) Shelter sheds exceeding 800 square feet, but not exceeding 1,600 
square feet in area, shall be located not less than twenty-five feet from a lot 
line or from any other building and shall have enclosing walls, if any, of 
non-combustible materials. 

61-11.3. Sheds and shelter sheds shall comply with all applicable require¬ 
ments for Class H-2, Moderate Hazard Storage Units. 

61-12. (a) Construction. 

Water tanks shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
structural requirements of this code. 

(b) Supporting Structure. 

Tanks of more than 500 gallon capacity shall be supported on masonry, re¬ 
inforced concrete, steel or other approved non-combustible construction. When 
such supporting construction is within a building, it shall be protected to comply 
with the requirements of Type I-A construction. 

61-13. Every cooling tower hereafter erected shall comply with all appli¬ 
cable provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-13.2 
and 61-13.3. 
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61-13.1. A cooling tower is defined as a structure designed or used for the 
cooling by exposure to the open air of liquids used in the operation of a refriger¬ 
ation or air conditioning installation. 

61-13.2. Cooling tower, except drip boards, shall be constructed entirely of 
non-combustible materials under the following conditions: 

(a) All cooling towers exceeding fifty feet in height. 

(b) Cooling towers exceeding 250 square feet in area or fifteen feet in 
height when located on buildings within Fire District No. 1. 

61-13.3. Cooling towers shall not exceed forty per cent of the roof area of 
the building on which they are erected. 

61-14. Every tent hereafter erected shall comply with the special provi¬ 
sions of sections 61-14.1 and 61-14.2. 

61-14.1. A tent is defined as a portable structure with walls of canvas or 
other like material, covered with similar materials, and supported by poles, stakes 
and roofs. 

61-14.2. Tents exceeding 120 square feet in area shall be permitted only 
for use as a meeting place for gatherings for religious services not exceeding 500 
persons and shall comply with the following requirements: 

(a) Application for permit shall be accompanied by: 

(1) A certificate executed by an approved recognized testing laboratory 
filed with the commissioner of buildings certifying that such tent is flame- 
proofed as evidenced by tests made by such laboratory within thirty days 
preceding the date of intended use. 

(2) A plan showing the construction of the tent and the location and 
width of aisles and exits, the number of rows and the maximum seating 
capacity in each section. 

(b) Exit facilities shall comply with all applicable requirements for As¬ 
sembly Units. 

(c) Standard fire extinguishers, as provided in chapter 90, shall be con¬ 
spicuously located at each exit. 

(d) Tents shall be located not less than fifty feet from any other building 
or structure. 

(e) Permits for tents shall be limited to a period of sixty days. 

61-15. Every gasoline filling station hereafter erected shall comply with 
all applicable provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 
61-15.1 to 61-15.5, inclusive. 

61-15.1. A gasoline filling station is defined as a structure, building or 
premise, or a portion thereof, where volatile flammable oil for retail supply to 
motor vehicles is stored or sold. 

61-15.2. The installation of pumps and tanks shall comply with the require¬ 
ments of chapter 60. 

61-15.3. Buildings and structures shall comply with the height and area 
limitations and other applicable requirements applying to Mercantile Units, except 
as follows: 

(a) Gasoline filling station buildings shall have exterior walls of construc¬ 
tion providing fire resistance of not less than one hour except that when such 
walls are at least twelve feet from adjacent lot lines or other structures, they may 
be of unprotected non-combustible construction. 

(b) Canopies, including supports thereof, extending over driveways or 
fuel pumps shall be of construction providing fire resistance of not less than one 
hour or shall be of non-combustible materials. 

(c) Buildings or structures used for the housing, servicing or repair of 
motor vehicles shall comply with all applicable requirements applying to garages. 

(d) Basements shall not be permitted in filling stations. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 
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61-15.4. (a) When the exterior wall of a filling station is less than five feet 

from a property line or adjacent structure, no opening shall be placed in such 
wall. 

(b) All openings in walls located less than twelve feet from an interior lot 
line or from any adjacent structure shall be protected with fire windows or 
fire doors complying with the requirements of chapter 65. 

61-15.5. Unless driveways are graded to prevent gasoline spills or overflows 
from flowing into or under buildings, door sills shall be raised above the outside 
ground level. 

61-16. Every greenhouse hereafter erected shall comply with all applicable 
provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-16.1 to 
61-16.3, inclusive. 

61-16.1. A greenhouse on the same lot with a building of another occupancy 
and not exceeding 400 square feet in area nor fifteen feet in height shall be con¬ 
sidered an accessory structure. Such structures of combustible frame construc¬ 
tion may be located in any fire district. 

61-16.2. Greenhouses, except accessory structures, shall comply with the 
height and area limitations and other applicable requirements applying to Mer¬ 
cantile Units. 

61-16.3. Skylights in greenhouses shall comply with the requirements of 
section 62-11.1 with the following exceptions. 

(a) Wire glass shall not be required. 

(b) Skylights of greenhouses not exceeding one story or twenty feet in 
height, nor 3,000 square feet in area, may be constructed of combustible ma¬ 
terials. 

61-17. Platforms, erected for temporary use in any assembly or open air 
assembly unit under the provisions of section 43-13.1, shall comply with the 
following requirements: 

(a) Height and Area. 

(1) The height of a temporary platform shall not exceed six feet 
above the floor or ground level. 

(2) No temporary platform shall exceed 1,500 square feet in area. 

(b) Construction. 

(1) Platforms may be constructed of materials not more combustible 
than wood. 

(2) Platforms shall be designed to support a uniform live load of not 
less than 100 lbs. per square foot and shall be securely braced for lateral 
stiffness. 

Private Residential Swimming Pools 

61-18. Every existing private residential swimming pool and every such 
pool constructed, installed and maintained hereafter shall comply with all appli¬ 
cable provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-18.1 
to 61-18.20, inclusive. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.1. The term “private residential swimming pool” is hereby defined as a 
receptacle for water, or an artificial pool of water having a depth at any point of 
more than two feet, intended for the purpose of immersion or partial immersion 
therein of human beings, and including all appurtenant equipment, constructed, 
installed, and maintained in or above the ground outside of a building used for a 
single family dwelling unit. Provided further, that such private residential swim¬ 
ming pool is maintained by an individual primarily for the sole use of his house¬ 
hold and guests and not for the purpose of profit or in connection with any busi¬ 
ness operated for profit. No out-of-doors swimming pool intended for the use 
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of members and their guests of a non-profit club or organization, or limited to 
house residents of a multiple dwelling unit, a block, subdivision, neighborhood, 
community or other specified area of residence shall be permitted in a single 
family residence, duplex residence, or apartment district. [Passed. Coun. J 
3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


Gl-18.2. (a) Private residential swimming pools shall be permitted in 

single family residence districts only. 

(b) No portion of a private residential swimming pool shall be located at 
a distance less than ten feet from any side or rear property line, or building 
line. Pumps, filters and pool water disinfection equipment installations shall be 
located at a distance not less than ten feet from any side property line [Passed. 
Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


61-18.3. It shall be unlawful to proceed with the construction, installation, 
enlargement or alteration of any private residential swimming pool and appur¬ 
tenances within the city unless permits therefor shall have first been obtained 
from the commissioner of buildings and the commissioner of the department of 
water and sewers. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


61-18.4. (a) All drawings and plans for the construction, installation, en¬ 

largement or alteration of any private residential swimming pool and appurten¬ 
ances for which a permit is required shall first be presented to the commissioner 
of buildings for examination and approval as to proper location, construction, 
and use, and thereafter shall be presented to the board of health and the com¬ 
missioner of the department of water and sewers for submission to the proper 
officials of those departments for examination and approval with regard to such 
provisions of this code as are within the duty of such office to enforce. After 
said drawings and plans have been examined and passed upon, the seme shall 
be returned to the commission of buildings where they shall be taken up for 
examination and approval by the commissioner of buildings. 

(b) All plans and drawings shall be drawn to a scale of not less than one- 
eighth of an inch to the foot, on paper or cloth, in ink, or by some process that 
will not fade or obliterate. All distances and dimensions shall be accurately figured 
and drawings made explicit and complete, showing the lot lines, and including 
information pertaining to the pool, walk and fence construction, water supply 
system, drainage and water disposal systems, and all appurtenances pertaining 
to the swimming pool. Detail plans and vertical elevations shall also be provided 
in accordance with section 82-4 of this code. 

(c) No person shall construct, enlarge, alter or use any private residential 
swimming pool and appurtenances until plans have been examined and approved 
by the board of health, the department of water and sewers, and the depart¬ 
ment of buildings, and the necessary permits are issued by the department of 
water and sewers and the department of buildings. 

(d) All private residential swimming pools, appurtenances, water supply 
and drainage systems shall be constructed in conformity with the approved 
plans. If any deviations from such plans are desired, a supplementary plan cov¬ 
ering that portion of the work involved shall be filed for approval and shall con¬ 
form to the provisions of this code. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


61-18.5. All private residential swimming pools shall be of the recircula¬ 
tion type in which circulation of the water is maintained through the pool by 
pumps, the water drawn from the pool being clarified and disinfected before 
being returned to the pool. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

Pri . vate residential swimming pools walls and floor shall be con¬ 
structed of any impervious material which will provide a tight tank with white 
or light, colored finished easily cleaned surfaces. The side and end walls shall 
be vertical and shall present a smooth finish. The floor or bottom surface of the 
iiwi “ ave a non-slip finish as smooth as possible. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, 
p. *. J 
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61-18,7. The structural design and construction of residential swimming 
pools shall comply with the requirements of chapters 68 to 76, inclusive, of this 
code. (Pools shall be designed to withstand the water pressure from within 
and to resist the pressure of the earth when the pool is empty). The slope of 
the bottom of any part of a pool in which the water is less than five feet in depth 
shall not be more than one foot in each fifteen feet. The maximum slope where 
water is five feet or more in depth shall not exceed one foot in three feet. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.8. Unobstructed walk areas not less than six feet wide shall be pro¬ 
vided to extend entirely around the pool. The walk area shall be constructed of 
impervious material, and the surfaces shall be such as to be smooth and easily 
cleaned and of non-slip construction. The slope of the walks shall have a pitch 
of at least one-fourth inch to the foot, designed so as to prevent back drainage 
from entering the pool. Walk drains shall be provided for each one hun¬ 
dred square feet of walk area. Drain pipe lines shall be at least three inches in 
diameter; drain openings shall have an open air of at least four times the cross 
sectional area of the drain pipe. The walk drain system shall have indirect con¬ 
nection to the sewer in accordance with sections 82-62 and 82-94 of this code. 
The walk drains shall not be connected to the recirculation system piping. The 
drainage system shall be constructed in conformance with chapter 82 (Plumbing 
Provisions) of this code. Reference is also made to section 61-18.15c. [Passed 
Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


61-18.9. All private residential swimming pools shall be completely en¬ 
closed by a fence erected along the periphery of the pool walks. All fence open¬ 
ings or points of entry into pool area enclosure shall be equipped with gates. The 
fence and gates shall be five feet in height above the walk grade level and shall 
be constructed of a minimum number 9 gauge woven wire mesh corrosion-re¬ 
sistant material. All gates shall be equipped with self-closing and self-latching 
devices placed at the top of the gate and made inaccessible to small children. 
All fence posts shall be decay or corrosion-resistant and shall be set in concrete 
bases. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.10. Two or more means of egress in the form of steps, ladders or 
step holes shall be provided for all private residential swimming pools At least 
one such means of egress shall be located on a side of the pool at both the deep 
end and shallow end of the pool. Treads of steps, ladders, or step holes shall be 
constructed of non-slip material and at least three inches wide for their full 
length. Steps, ladders or step holes shall have a handrail on both sides 
[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427 ] 


61-18.11. Private residential swimming pools shall be provided with over¬ 
flow gutters on all vertical walls and shall extend around the entire perimeter of 
the pool. The overflow gutter shall be of the open, roll-over, or semi-recessed 
type, having a smooth finish. The lip or overflow gutter edge shall be level the 
overflow gutter shall have a minimum depth of four inches; the overflow gutter 
bottom shall have a slope toward each drain and have a pitch of not less than 
one-quarter of an inch to the foot; drain spacings shall be a minimum of fifteen 
feet on centers; drain pipelines shall be at least three inches in diameter; outlet 
fixtures shan have a grate opening area of at least twice the cross sectional area 
01 the drain pipe; the drain lines shall have an indirect connection to the sewer 
m accordance with sections 82-62 and 82-94 of this code. The drainage system 
shall be constructed in conformance with the provisions of chapter 82 of this 
code. Reference is also made to section 61-81.15c. [Passed. Coun J 3-14-57 
p. 4427.] ’ 


61-18.12. No source of water other than that secured from the city of Chi¬ 
cago water works distribution system shall be used in private residential swim¬ 
ming pools. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


61-18.13. (a) Private residential swimming pool water recirculation system 

inlet shall be located so as to produce so far as possible uniform circulation of 
water throughout the pool without the existance of dead spots and to carry pool 
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bottom deposits to the outlets. Recirculation systems inlets in the pool walls shall 
t s P acec * n °t more than twenty feet on centers entirely around the perimeter 
ot the pool and shall discharge at a minimum depth of ten inches below the pool 
overflow level. r 

(b i f 0 ®! 3 sha11 be e( l ui PP e d with suitable facilities for adding make-up water 
as needed. There shall be no physical connection between the water supply line 
and the pool system. If the make-up water is added directly to the pool, the out¬ 
let shall be at least six inches above the upper rim of the pool. If the make-up 
water line discharges to a surge or balancing tank, the point of discharge shall 
be at least six inches above the rim of the tank. If a hose connection from a sill 
cock or other plumbing fixture is to be used for supplying make-up water then 
an approved vacuum breaker shall be installed between the sill cock or control 
v f" e , at the fixture and the hose connection. The vacuum breaker shall be in¬ 
stalled at a height not less than seven feet six inches above the floor, platform 
or ground upon which a person would stand when operating the sill cock or con- 
trol valve. 


, ,/S. Tbe s y stems supplying recirculated water and make-up water to the pool 
shall be constructed in conformance with chapter 83 (Water Supply and Distri¬ 
bution Systems) of this code. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57 p 4427 ] 


61-18.14. (a) Private residential swimming pool water recirculation sys- 

tem outlets should be so located as to provide at least one outlet at the deepest 
point in the pool if the pool width does not exceed twenty feet. If the pool width 
is more than twenty feet, multiple outlets shall be provided and spaced not more 
than twenty feet apart, nor more than ten feet from walls. All pool drain outlets 
shall be equipped with gratings having an area of openings not less than ten 
times the cross-sectional area of the outlet pipe. The gratings shall be of such 
design so as they can not be readily removable by bathers and will not injure 
bathers fingers. J 


, P°°' s shall be equipped with facilities for completely emptying the pool 

and the discharge of the pool water to the sewer shall be at a rate not exceeding 
250 gallons per minute. No direct connection shall be made to the sewer The 
dramage system shall be constructed in conformance with the provisions of chap¬ 
ter 82 of this code. The drain pipe line diameter shall be at least six inches. 

(c) Drain pipe lines from walk areas, scum gutters and pools shall discharge 
into a common catch basin. If elevation permits, the catch basin may drain by 
gravity into the sewer. If, however, the elevations are such as to require pump¬ 
ing the combined discharge shall be pumped into the sewer. In either case a 
back-water valve or gate shall be installed downstream from the catch basin and 
the pump. Water drained from the pool shall not be discharged to the sewer sys¬ 
tem during periods of rain or storms. At no time shall the rate of drain water 
excee( * a ^ 0W 2 ^0 gallons per minute. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, 

P« .J 


61-i8.i5. (a) Private residential swimming pools recirculation systems shall 

consist of pumping equipment, hair and lint catchers, filters, together with the 
necessary pipe connections to the pool inlets and outlets, facilities and pipe con- 
nections necessary for backwashing filters, and facilities and equipment for dis¬ 
infecting the pool water. 

(b) The entire recirculating system shall be capable of producing a six hour 
turnover of the entire water volume contents. 

.(c) The recirculation system pump shall have sufficient capacity to discharge 
the volume of water required for a six hour turnover of the pool against the maxi¬ 
mum head in the recirculating system. 

(d) The pump used for backwashing filters shall have sufficient capacity to 
provide a filter backwash rate of at least 15 gallons per minute per square foot of 
filter area. 

(e) A hair and lint catcher or strainer shall be installed on the suction side 
of the circulation pump to prevent hair, lint and other extraneous matter 
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from reaching the pump and filters. Hair and lint catcher shall be so designed that 
they can be easily dismantled for cleaning and inspection and shall be so located 
as to be easily accessible for cleaning. The design features shall be as follows: 
Water passes through the strainer from the outside; the strainer is made of non- 
corrosive material; the width or diameter of strainer openings is not more than 
one-eighth inch; the area of the strainer openings shall be at least five times the 
cross sectional area of the inlet pipe to the strainer. 

^circulating systems shall contain rapid pressure filters. Sufficient filter 
area shall be provided to filter the entire contents of the pool in six hours at the 
rate of not more than three gallons per square foot of filter area per minute. The 
niter backwashing facilities shall be sufficient to backwash at the rate of 15 gal- 
un r P^ r square foot of filter area. All backwash water and effluents 

shall be discharged to the sewer through an indirect connection. Pressure filters 
shall be equipped with readily accessible air relief valves, loss of head or pressure 
gauges on the inlet and outlet pipes, and an access head or hole large enough to 
permit inspection, maintenance and repair work. Sight glasses that can be easily 
removed for cleaning shall be provided in the effluent line from the filter units. 

. (&) Equipment shall be provided for the disinfection of all pool water. Any 
disinfection method using materials other than chlorine compounds shall be sub¬ 
ject to txie approval of the board of health. Disinfection equipment installed for 
the use of chlorine compounds shall have sufficient capacity to maintain a mini- 
j 1111 ? j ? e c ^^ or ^ ne residual of 0.5 parts per million. The disinfectant shall be intro- 
ducted into the recirculation system ahead of the filters. 

(h) Gaseous chlorination systems shall not be made use of as a disinfection 
method for pool water. 

[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.16. (a) All electrical installations provided for, installed and used in 

conjunction with private residential swimming pools, shall be in conformance with 
chapters 86, 87 and 88 of this code. 

(b) No current carrying electrical conductors shall cross private residential 
swimming pools, either overhead or underground or within fifteen feet of such 
pools. 

_ (c) All metal fences, enclosures or railings near or adjacent to private resi¬ 

dential swimming pools, which might become electrically alive as a result of con¬ 
tact with broken overhead conductors, or from any other cause, shall be effec¬ 
tively grounded. 

[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.17. (a) A skilled swimmer shall be present at all times that private 

residential swimming pools are in use. 

(b) Every private residential swimming pool shall be equipped with one or 
more throwing ring bouys not more than fifteen inches in diameter and having 
^ixty feet of 3/16 inch Manila line attached, and one or more light but strong 
poles with blunted ends and not less than twelve feet in length, for making reach 
assists or rescues. 

(c) No diving board or platform more than three feet above water level shall 
be installed for use in connection with any private residential swimming pool. 

(d) Life-saving equipment approved by the board of health shall be provided 
and maintained so as to be immediately available for use in an emergency. 

[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.18. (a) Private residential swimming pools may be used between 

June 1 and September 15, inclusive, only. No private residential swimming pool 
shall be made use of between the hours of 10 p.m. and 9 a.m. during this period. 

(b) During the period September 16 to May 30, inclusive, all private 
residential swimming pools shall be completely drained of all water. 
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(c) A suitable substantial protective cover shall be provided and installed 
over all private residential swimming pool surfaces during the period September 
16 to May 30, inclusive. 

(d) All private residential swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean and 
sanitary condition, and all equipment shall be maintained in a satisfactory op¬ 
erating condition during periods the pool is in use. 

(e) No private residential swimming pool shall be used, kept, maintained or 
operated in the city, if such use, keeping, maintaining or operating shall be the 
occasion of any nuisance or shall be dangerous to life or detrimental to health. 
[Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 

61-18.19. The board of health periodically shall inspect all private residential 
swimming pools to determine whether or not the provisions of this code regarding 
health, sanitation and safety applicable thereto are being complied with. [Passed. 
Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4427.] 


Exposed Metal Structures 

61-19. Exposed metal structures shall conform to the provisions of sections 
61-19.1 to 61-19.5 inclusive. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

61-19.1. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent or person in charge, posses¬ 
sion or control of any building upon which or above which any exposed metal struc¬ 
ture, including tank and sign structures, canopies, marquees, fire escapes, flag 
poles, metal cornices, and smoke stacks are now located or which may be erected, 
to maintain such structures in a good and safe condition. Any exposed tank of 
larger than two hundred fifty gallons shall have a rust-proof plate or tag 
attached to such tank or its supports, which tag shall show in letters or figures at 
least two inches high, the year and month in which the tank and its supports were 
installed. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 


61-19.2. Within two years after the erection or installation of any such ex¬ 
posed metal structure and its supports, permitted by this code upon or above the 
roof of any building, and within two years following of the passage of this ordi¬ 
nance, and at least once every five years thereafter, every such exposed 
metal structure now existing or hereafter erected shall be subjected to a critical 
examination by a licensed architect or a registered structural engineer, employed 
by such owner or agent or person in charge, possession or control of any such 
building. Said licensed architect or registered structural engineer shall render a 
report in writing showing the structural condition of the structure and its sup¬ 
ports. Two copies of the report shall in turn be submitted to the commissioner of 
buildings. One copy of said report shall, if satisfactory to the commissioner of 
buildings, be returned to the owner, agent or person in charge, possession or con¬ 
trol of said building, bearing a stamp of approval, signed by said commissioner of 
buildings. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 


61-19.3. Every wood or metal structure now existing or hereafter erected, 
placed on the ground, supporting tanks, signs, etc., which structure extends 
twenty-five feet above the level of the surrounding ground surface shall, within 
one year after the passage of this ordinance, and at least once every five years 
thereafter, be subject to the same requirements provided by this chapter for metal 
structures on or above roofs. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 


61-19.4. Every such structure found to be in an unsafe condition or in need 
of repairs or reinforcement or precautionary measures, shall be subject to notice 
by the commissioner of buildings to the owner, agent, or person in charge, control 
or possession of the building or premises where such structure is located, immedi¬ 
ately to effect such repairs, reinforcements or precautionary measures, as will 
bring the structure in a good and safe condition and further without delay, to 
begin and complete the work of permanent repairs, reinforcement or removal 
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which may be required to make the premises conform to the building provisions 
of this code. [Passed. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4430.] 

61-19.5. For the purposes of this chapter, no form of paint, galvanizing, or 
similar coating shall be considered as a protection, exempting otherwise unpro¬ 
tected metal structures from the provisions thereof. [Passed Coun J 3-14-57 
p. 4430.] * 


Parking Facilities 

61-20. Every parking facility hereafter erected shall comply with all ap- 
pncable provisions of this code and with the special provisions of sections 61-20 1 
to 61-20.15, inclusive. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.1. “Parking facility” means a multi-level structure in which each level 
is used primarily for the purpose of storing passenger motor vehicles, and which 
does not necessarily have enclosing walls. 

“Hoist type” means a parking structure in which mechanical lift equipment 
provides a combination vertical and horizontal operation for semi-automatic 
parking of vehicles in a multi-level structure. 

Ramp type means a parking structure provided with inclined driveway 
for transporting vehicles to various parking levels. 

“Cat walk” means a footway above ground floor. 

“Parking level” means a floor in a structure on which vehicles are parked. 

“Dry standpipe” means a pipe extending full height of a building to which 
fire hose can be attached and which, when not in operation, is free from water 
to prevent freezing. 

“Manlift” means a continuous belt-driven lifting device used for transmit¬ 
ting attendants between various levels. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.2 Structures shall be of Type 1-A fire resistive construction, as de¬ 
fined in chapter 49. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.3. There shall be no storage of flammable liquids within the struc¬ 
tures, except as may be required for heating of the structures. [Passed. Coun. J. 
5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.4. A standard automatic sprinkler system shall not be required in 
these facilities except where the vehicle storage area on more than four levels 
is enclosed on all sides. A standard inside standpipe system, as required by the 
provisions of this code shall not be required in these unheated automobile park- 
ing facilities; provided, however, that a dry standpipe system, as approved by the 
division marshal in charge of the bureau of fire prevention, shall be required in 
such facilities which are in excess of eighty feet in height. [Passed. Coun. J 5- 
28-58, p. 7797.] 


61-20.5. Ventilation, as defined in chapter 81 shall be required only when 
the openings in the exterior walls on a level are less than twenty per cent of the 
total external wall area on such level. The location of such openings shall be well 
distributed. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.6. Emergency lighting shall comply with System HI as defined in 
chapter 88. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 


61-20.7. Access from one side of the hoistway to the other side, in each 
level, shall be provided by a catwalk at each end of the structure. Hoistways 
shall be protected with incombustible gates and guards. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58 
p. 7797.] 
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«£* 1^0 stairways, not less than thirty inches wide from lowest to 
uppermost level shall be required for each parking structure. These stairways 
may be of open riser and open grille tread type. There shall be a one hour fire 

T eS i S oo V L Wa ^ c J°n Sure separating stairways from parking levels. [Passed. Coun. 
J. D-Zo-Do, p. 7797.J 


61-20.9. Ramps, hoistways and elevator shafts used solely for the move¬ 
ment of passenger vehicles from one level to another need not be enclosed 
[Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 


61-20.10. Adequate approved curbs, not less than twelve inches in height 
° r ™“lguardgof incombustib! 6 construction shall be provided. [Passed. Coun. 
J. u-Zo-Oo, p. 7797. J 


61-20.11. On every floor where cars are driven, an approved railing or si¬ 
milar device, of incombustible construction shall be provided at every exterior 
opening where the exterior wall is omitted and at each interior opening in the 
floor. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 6 


co o^fn 12 * J Protection of openings in exterior walls shall comply with section 
62-2.4. [Passed Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.13. The minimum ceiling height in a parking level shall be not less 
tnan seven feet, this to be the minimum clearance measured from the floor to 
pipes, lighting fixtures or other similar obstructions. [Passed. Coun. J. 


61-20.14. Manlifts shall be designed in accordance with the provisions of 
the American Standard Safety Code for Manlifts, Publication ASA A90.1-1949 
by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers; where slide poles are installed 
an interchange shall be required at each parking level, and shall be shielded by 
wire mesh or railing barriers. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

61-20.15. The commissioner of buildings and the division fire marshal of 
the bureau of fire prevention are authorized and directed to approve plans and 
to issue permits for the construction of parking facilities described herein when 
in their judgment, plans and specifications of said parking facilities conform with 
the provisions of this ordinance. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 
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CHAPTER 62 

FIRE-RESISTIVE REQUIREMENTS 


62-1. Fire walls 
62-1.1. Definition 
62-1.2. Construction 
62-1.3. Offset construction 
62-1.4. Parapets 
62-1.5. Openings 
62-2. Exterior walls 
62-2.1. General 
62-2.2. Sloping walls 
62-2.3. Parapets 
62-2.4. Protection of openings 
62-3. Protection of stairs, shafts and 

vertical openings 
62-3.1. General 
62-3.2. Stairway enclosures 
62-3.3. Elevator and escalator 
enclosures 

62-3.4. Enclosure of pipe shafts and 
ducts 

62-3.5. Enclosure of wells 
62-3.6. Protection of openings 
62-4. Enclosure of heating plants and 
boiler rooms 

^2-4.1. Protection not required 
62-4.2. Two-hour protection required 
62-4.3. One-hour protection required 
62-4.4. Protection of openings 
62-5. Other enclosures and 
separations 
62-6. Partitions 

*>2-6.1. Jire-resistive requirements 
62-6.2. Subdividing partitions 
62-7. Exterior trim 
62-7.1. Definition 

62-7.2. Cornices, gutters and leaders 
62-7.3. Balconies and bay windows 


62- 7.4. Porches 
62- 8. Roof coverings 
62- 8.1. Classification 
62- 8.2. Materials 
62- 8.3. Use 

62- 9. Interior wall and ceiling finish 
and trim 

62- 9.1. Interior wall and ceiling 
finishes 

62- 9.2. Interior trim 
62- 9.3. Classification of materials 
62- 9.4. General requirements 
62- 9.5. Requirements for interior wall 
and ceiling finish 
62-10. Flooring 
62-10.1. Sleepers 
62-10.2. Insulation 
62-10.3. Fire-resistive or non-com¬ 
bustible construction 
62-10.4. Heavy timber construction 
62-10.5. Stairways and exitways 
62-11. Roof structures 
62-11.1. Skylights and monitors 
62-11.2. Penthouses 
62-11.3. Mansard and sloping roofs 
62-11.4. Towers 

62-11.5. Miscellaneous roof structures 

62-12. Firestopping 

62-12.1. Materials 

62-12.2. Walls and partitions 

62-12.3. Roof spaces 

62-12.4. Stairs 

62-12.5. Floors and roofs 

62-12.6. Chimneys 

62-12.7. Pipes and shafts 

62-12.8. Belts and conveyors 


comply with the requirements of 


62-1. Fire walls, when required, shall 
sections 62-1.1 to 62-1.5, inclusive. 

* 

into WaI1 is hereby defined as a wall which subdivides a building 

nf finir,? Z* u r ^ hlc , h se P a r ates two or m <>re buildings to restrict thf 
the roof f ° d Whl ° h extends continuously through all stories to a level above 

... All fire walls shall be constructed on non-combustible materials Dro- 

vidmg fire resistance not less than the following: pro 

(a) Walls exceeding fourteen feet in unsupported height—8 hours. 

(b) Walls not exceeding fourteen feet in unsupported height—4 hours. 

mem h e rs supporting fire walls shall be of construction pro¬ 
viding fire resistance not less than that required for the wall. P 

it* fire walls are offset at intermediate floor levels, the offset floor and 

for timwal^ constructlon sha11 P rovid e fire resistance not less than that required 

£! r ? .T all | sha11 , extend not less than thirty-two inches above the 
except that the fire walls may extend to the roof level when the roof is of 
non-combustible construction for a distance of not less than forty feet on each 
side or the wall. 
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62-1.5. (a) Except as provided in subparagraph (b), the aggregate width 

of openings through a fire wall shall not exceed 25% of the length of the wall, 
except that at least one opening not exceeding the maximum dimensions for 
fire doors established in section 65-5.5 shall be permitted in a fire wall of any 
length. 

(b) In buildings of Types I-A, I-B and I-C construction, equipped through¬ 
out with an approved system of automatic sprinklers, the aggregate width of 
all openings at any floor level shall not exceed fifty per cent of the length of 
the wall. 

(c) Openings in fire walls shall be protected on both sides of the wall with 
Class A fire doors or other approved protective assemblies complying with the 
requirements of section 65-5. One door shall be automatic and the other door 
shall be either automatic or self-closing. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

62-2. Exterior walls shall comply with all structural requirements and 
with the special requirements of sections 61-2.1 to 62-2.4, inclusive. 

62-2.1. Exterior walls, except in Types IV-A and IV-B construction, shall be 
constructed of non-combustible materials providing fire resistance as required in 
chapter 49. 


62-2.2. Any exterior enclosing surface of a building, the plane of which 
forms an angle of seventy-five degrees or more with the horizontal, shall be sub¬ 
ject to the requirements of exterior walls. 

62-2.3. When the exterior wall of a building of Types IH-A, HI-B or m-C 
faces an interior lot line at a distance of less than twelve feet, such wall shall 
have a parapet wall extending not less than thirty-two inches above the roof 
with the following exceptions: 

(a) At the gable ends of roofs having a slope of more than fifteen degrees 
from the horizontal, the height of a required parapet shall not be less than one 
foot. 

(b) Parapets shall not be required: 

(1) In Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings not more than two 
stories and attic in height located not less than three feet from a lot line. 

(2) In all buildings when the roof is of non-combustible construction 
for a distance of not less than forty feet from the wall. 

(3) In all buildings when the roof has a slope of more than fifteen 
degrees from the horizontal in a direction perpendicular to the wall. 

62-2.4. Openings shall be deemed to face an interior lot line or the wall of 
another building when the plane of the opening forms an angle of less than 60° 
with the plane of such lot line or wall. 

(a) Protection of opening in exterior walls, except as required for protec¬ 
tion of vertical exits in chapter 67, shall not be required in the following 
buildings: 

(1) Church auditoriums. 

(2) Residential Units not more than three stories in height. 

(3) Buildings of any occupancy of Types IV-A or IV-B construction. 

(b) In all other buildings, the following openings in exterior walls shall be 
protected with Class D or Class E fire doors, fire windows or other approved 
opening protective assemblies complying with the requirements of chapter 65. 

(1) Openings facing an interior lot line or the opposite side of a pub¬ 
lic way at a distance of less than twelve feet. 

(2) Openings facing an opening in the exterior wall of another build¬ 
ing at a distance of less than twelve feet 

(3) Openings facing the wall of a building of Type IV-B construction 
at a distance of less than twelve feet. 

(4) Openings less than fifty feet above and less than twelve feet 
horizontally from the roof of another building. 
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(5) Openings adjacent to smokeproof towers, horizontal exits, exterior 

«^?o' r o y f»r°Jt o e es , c !£ es slia ^ be protected as required in sections 67-11.3, 
67-13.3, 67-15.2, and 67-16.2. 

62-3. Stairs, shafts and openings in floors and roofs shall be enclosed as 
required m sections 62-3.1 to 62-3.6, inclusive, to prevent spread of fire from floor 
to floor and to protect exit areas. 

62-3.1. (a) Enclosure partitions supporting loads shall comply with the 

provisions of chapter 49 for bearing partitions and with the provisions of this 
section. 

(b) The bottoms of enclosures and the tops of enclosures not extending to 
the roof shall be of construction providing fire resistance not less than that re¬ 
quired for the enclosure walls. 

(c) Structural members supporting enclosure walls or partitions shall be of 
construction providing fire protection not less than required for the enclosure. 

62-8.2. (a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, 

all interior stairways shall be enclosed with walls and partitions providing fire 
resistance as follows: 

In buildings exceeding three stories in height—2 hours. 

In buildings not exceeding three stories in height—1 hour. 

(b) Stairway enclosures shall not be required in buildings of Types I-A, 
I-B, and I-C construction for the following stairs: 

(1) Stairs from the second floor to the main exit floor and serving the 
second floor only, except in Hazardous Use Units, in Multiple Dwellings and 
in Institutional Units where habitable rooms are located on the second floor. 

(2) Stairs above the main exit floor level in Type I Schools not exceed¬ 
ing three stories in height 

(3) Stairs in Mercantile Units from a basement sales space to the main 
exit floor level, constituting not more than fifty per cent of the total required 
width of exit stairs. 

(c) Stairway enclosures shall not be required in buildings of any type of 
construction for the following stairs: 

(1) In Residential Units, stairs serving one dwelling unit only and 
entirely contained within such dwelling unit. 

(2) In Assembly Units, stairs connecting any balcony level with the 
mam floor level. 

(3) In all occupancies, stairs connecting a mezzanine floor to the floor 
immediately below. 

62-3.3. (a) Elevator Enclosures. 

(1) Elevator shafts shall be enclosed with walls or partitions providing 
fire resistance of not less than two hours, except that walls and partitions 
separating adjacent shafts shall provide fire resistance of not less than one 

hour. 

(2) Not more than three elevators shall be placed in one shaft enclosure, 
(b) Escalator Enclosures. Escalators shall be enclosed with walls and 

partitions complying with the requirements for stairway enclosures as required 
in section 62-3.2 with the following exception: 

(1) Escalators not required as a means of exit shall not be required to 
be enclosed providing effective means are provided which will prevent the 
spread of fire or gases from one floor to another in the event of fire. 

62-3.4. Pipe shafts and ducts passing from one floor to another shall be en¬ 
closed with construction providing fire resistance of not less than one hour 
except that pipes and ducts requiring openings through floors not exceeding nine 
square feet in area shall not require enclosure, provided that openings between 
such pipes or ducts and the floor construction shall be filled with non-com¬ 
bustible materials securely held in place to prevent the passage of fire. 
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62-3.5. Wells and similar openings through a floor shall be enclosed with 
construction providing fire resistance of not less than one hour, except that 
enclosure of wells shall not be required where open stairways are permitted. 

62-3.6. Openings in all required stairway and shaft enclosures shall be 
limited to those essential to the purpose of the shaft and shall be protected with 
self-closing Class B fire doors or other approved protective assemblies complying 
with the requirements of section 65-5 with the following exceptions: 

(a) In Residential Units not exceeding three stories in height, openings in 
the enclosures of stairways serving not more than four dwelling units in any 
floor may be protected with doors not less fire resistant than solid wood doors 
one and three-fourths inches thick and shall be equipped with self-closing devices. 

(b) Door openings in elevator and dumbwaiter shafts shall be protected 
by opening protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of one hour con¬ 
forming to the test requirements of sections 65-5.1 to 65-5.3 inclusive, and sec¬ 
tions 65-5.5 to 65-5.8 inclusive. Such doors shall not be required to be self-closing 
and no heat-actuated closing device shall be installed on any landing opening in 
an elevator or dumbwaiter hatchway. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758: 7-16-52. 
p. 2819; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

62-4. Boiler rooms and heating plants located within a building of any 
occupancy shall be enclosed as provided in sections 62-4.1 to 62-4.4, inclusive, and 
when located in separate structures, shall comply with the requirements of 
section 58-2. 

62-4.1. Enclosure of heating plants other than high pressure boilers shall 
not be required in the following buildings: 

(a) Single-Family Dwellings. 

(b) Multiple Dwellings when the heating plant serves not more than two 
dwelling units. 

(c) Low-Hazard Industrial units. 

(d) One-story Business, Mercantile, Industrial or Storage Units having a 
floor area not exceeding 3,000 sq. ft. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

(e) Except in hazardous use units listed in chapter 60, enclosures shall not 
be required for gas or oil fired unit heaters complying with section 59-3.5(c). 
[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

62-4.2. Rooms containing heating plants or steam boilers shall be enclosed 
with walls, partitions, floors and ceilings of non-combustible construction pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than two hours under the following conditions: 

(a) Rooms containing steam boilers carrying a pressure of more than fifteen 
pounds per square inch and having a rating in excess of ten boiler horsepower. 

(b) Rooms containing heating plants or steam boilers in buildings having a 
capacity exceeding 200 persons. 

62-4.3. Except as provided in sections 62-4.1 and 62-4.2, rooms containing 
heating plants or steam boilers shall be enclosed with walls, partitions, floors 
and ceilings providing fire resistance of not less than one hour. Walls, partitions 
and floors shall be constructed of non-combustible materials. 

62-4.4. Openings in enclosures of heating plants and boiler rooms shall be 
limited to those essential to the use of the room. All such openings shall be 
protected with self-closing Class B fire doors or other approved opening pro¬ 
tective assemblies complying with the requirements of section 65-5. 

62-5. (a) Public Corridors and Area Separations. 

(1) In Business, Mercantile, Industrial and Storage Units partitions, 
floor construction and ceiling construction enclosing public corridors shall 
be of construction providing fire resistance of not less than one hour with 
doors not less fire resistive than one and three-fourths inch solid slab doors 
or shall be constructed of non-combustible materials; provided, however, 
that wherever glass is used it shall be of a minimum thickness of y 4 inch. 

(2) In Business, Mercantile, Moderate Hazard Industrial and Moderate 
Hazard Storage Units any area occupied by more than one person, firm or 
corporation, or for more than one business enterprise conducted by the same 
person, firm or corporation, in separate enclosures, or any one floor above the 
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first story shall be divided by partitions providing fire resistance of not less 
than two hours into areas not exceeding the following: 

Buildings equipped throughout with an approved system of auto¬ 
matic sprinklers—20,000 square feet. 

All other buildings—30,000 square feet 
C3) Enclosure of public corridors and area separations in other occu¬ 
pancies shall be as provided in the chapters of this code covering special 
occupancy requirements. 

a S £? r ?S e Rooms. In Multiple Dwellings, Institutional Units, and 

Assembly Units, all storage rooms exceeding 100 square feet in area shall be 
enclosed with partitions providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 
Openings in such partitions shall be protected with Class C fire doors, f Amend. 
Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

62-6. All load bearing partitions shall comply with the fire-resistive require¬ 
ments established in section 49-8. Non-load bearing partitions shall comply 
with the provisions of sections 62-6.1 and 62-6.2. 

, Except as provided in section 62-6.2, non-load-bearing partitions 

oj^er than those required for enclosures or separations as provided in sections 
62-d, 62-4 and 62-5 shall comply with the following minimum requirements: 

(a) In buildings of Types I-A, I-B, I-C and II construction, partitions shall 
be of non-combustible materials. 

(b) In buildings of Type III-A construction, partitions shall be of heavy 
timber construction providing fire resistance as required for floor construction 
or roof construction above or shall be of non-combustible materials. 

- hidings of Types IU-B and IV-A construction, partitions shall be 

of either of the following types: 

(1) Combustible construction protected to provide fire resistance of 
not less than one-half hour. 

(2) Non-combustible construction. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

62-6.2. Partitions of combustible materials may be used for subdividing 
offices and similar spaces occupied by a single tenancy, provided that the total 
area of combustible portions of such partitions measured as area of partition 
construction shall not exceed twenty-five per cent of the subdivided space. 

. , Exterior trim shall comply with provisions of sections 62-7.1 to 62-7 4. 

inclusive. 

62-7.1. Exterior trim shall be construed to include exterior wall decorations, 
cornices, gutters, leaders, balconies, storm enclosures and all ornamental ele¬ 
ments accessory to the structural building frame. 

• Cornices, gutters and leaders hereafter erected on all buildings 

in Fire District No. 1 or on buildings exceeding forty feet in height in vuy fire 
district shall be constructed of non-combustible materials. 

(b) Cornices of combustible materials, except on buildings of Types IV-A 
a ? 11 "^construction and on Single-Family Dwellings of any construction type 
shall be covered with non-combustible materials when located on a wall facing an 
interior lot line at a distance of less than three feet. 

62-7.3. The floor, roof and wall construction of balconies and bay windows 
shall conform to the requirements of the type of construction required for the 
building to which they are attached. 

62-7.4. Porches constructed of combustible materials shall be permitted 
when attached to Residential Units of Types IU-B, lU-C, IV-A or IV-B con¬ 
struction with the following limitations: 

(a) Porches shall not exceed three stories in height. 

(b) Porches shall not project more than ten feet from the building nor ex¬ 
ceed 150 square feet in area per dwelling unit. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 
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(c) Porches shall be located not less than six feet from an interior lot line. 

(d) Porches of combustible construction shall not be hereafter erected in 
Fire District No. 1. 

62-8. All roof coverings shall comply with the provisions of sections 62-8.1 
to 62-8.3, inclusive. 

62-8.1. All roof coverings shall be classified in accordance with their fire- 
resistant properties as follows : 

Class A. Roof coverings effective against severe fire exposure. 

Class B. Roof coverings effective against moderate fire exposure. 

Class C. Roof coverings effective against light fire exposure. 

62-8.2. The classification of any specific material shall be determined as pro¬ 
vided in section 65-7. 

62-8.3. The use of roof coverings shall be governed by the requirements of 
chapter 50, Location Limitations. 

62-9. Interior wall and ceiling finish and trim shall comply with the require¬ 
ments of sections 62-9.1 to 62-9.6, inclusive. 

62-9.1. Interior wall and ceiling finishes, as herein referred to, are defined as 
those materials applied over wall, partition and ceiling construction on the 
inside of a building or subdivision thereof including finishes utilized for decora¬ 
tion, acoustical correction, surface insulation and similar purposes. Wall fin¬ 
ishes not exceeding twenty per cent of the wall area and ceiling finishes not 
exceeding ten per cent of the ceiling area of a room or space shall be classified 
as interior trim. Surface decoration consisting of paint, paper or similar surface 
treatment applied directly to the finish without intervening air space shall not 
be considered as a part of interior wall and ceiling finish unless such surface 
treatment is required for the purpose of increasing fire resistance. 

62-9.2. Interior trim, as herein referred to, is defined as including mould¬ 
ings, cornices, wainscoting and other wall and ceiling finishes not exceeding 
twenty per cent of the wall area or ten per cent of the ceiling area of a room or 
space. Interior trim shall not include the following: 

(a) Doors and frames. 

(b) Window sash and frames. 

(c) Casings not exceeding four inches in width around door and window 
openings. 

(d) Baseboard not exceeding six inches in height. 

62-9.3. (a) All materials used for interior wall and ceiling finish and for 

interior trim shall be classified in accordance with flame spread characteristics 
into the following classifications: 


Classification 


Flame Spread Rating 
0 to 15 
16 to 30 
31 to 60 
61 to 160 


Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 


(b) The classification of any specific material shall be determined in accord¬ 
ance with test procedure as provided in section 65-8. 

62-9.4. Except in buildings of Type m-A, m-C or IV-B construction, all 
interior wall and ceiling finish shall be applied directly and securely to a 
non-combustible base or to furring or nailing strips not exceeding one inch in 
nominal thickness applied over a non-combustible base with all spaces behind 
the material filled with a non-combustible material or firestopped at intervals 
not exceeding eight square feet in area. In buildings of Type HI-A construction, 
interior wall and ceiling finish shall be applied directly to the wall or floor con¬ 
struction. 


j 






Fire-Resistive Requirements 


163 


62-9.5. Materials used for interior wall and ceiling finish shall be not less 
resistant to flame spread than the class of materials specified in this section: 

(a) Stairways, elevator shafts, and enclosed connections from such stair¬ 
way to outside exits of all buildings, Class 1. 

(b) Institutional units, Class 1. 

Residential units, Class 1. 

Business units, industrial and storage units, Class 3. 

Assembly and mercantile units having a capacity exceeding 100 persons, 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 
Class 1. 


(f) Public lobbies required as a means of exit in buildings of all occupancies 
having a capacity of more than 100 persons, and in all public corridors required 
as a means of exit, Class 1. 

• A11 other rooms an d spaces, materials used for interior wall and ceiling 

finish shall be not less resistant to flames spread than Class 4 materials, provided, 
however, that Class 3 and Class 4 materials shall be limited in area as follows: 

(1) The total surface area of Class 3 materials used for interior wall 
and ceiling finish in any building shall not exceed 7500 square feet except 
that when a building is divided into areas separated by partitions, floor and 
ceiling construction providing fire resistance of not less than two hours with 
all partition openings protected by Class C fire doors, interior wall and ceiling 
finish of Class 3 materials not exceeding 7500 square feet in surface area may 
be used in each area so separated. 

(2) The total surface area of Class 4 material used for interior wall and 
ceiling finish in any building shall not exceed 5000 square feet except that 
when a building is divided into areas separated by partition, floor and ceiling 
construction providing fire resistance of not less than two hours with all 
partition openings protected with Class C fire doors, interior wall and ceiling 
finish of Class 4 materials not exceeding 5000 square feet in surface area may 
be used in each area so separated. 

Exception: In Administrative Offices, Art Galleries, Libraries, and Restaurants 
and also in not more than one room of each Residential Unit, Class 4, interior 
finish materials (not more combustible than wood) may be used on walls only, 
subject to the approval of the division marshal in charge of fire prevention. 

(h) The interior wall and ceiling in hazardous use units, now existing or 
hereafter constructed, shall be of non-combustible (Class I). [Amend. Coun. J. 
5-11-54, p. 7442.] 


62-9.6. Materials used for interior trim shall be not less resistant to flame 
spread than the class of materials specified in this section for the following rooms 
or spaces: 


(a) Required stairway enclosures and enclosed connections from 

such stairways to outside exits . 

(b) Assembly rooms or spaces having a capacity exceeding 1,000 

persons .. 

(c) Materials used for interior trim in all other rooms and spaces 
shall be not less resistant to flame spread than Class 4 materials. 


Class 2 
.Class 2 


62-10. Finished flooring of wood or other combustible materials shall com¬ 
ply with the requirements of section 62-10.1 to 62-10.5, inclusive. 

62-10.1. When finished flooring or subflooring is attached to combustible 
sleepers, such sleepers shall be fire-stopped at intervals under the flooring not 
exceeding 100 square feet in area, and no open spaces shall extend under or 
through permanent walls or partitions. 

62-10.2. In all cases where finished flooring is applied directly to the floor 
construction or to sleepers, a resilient insulating base not exceeding one-half 
inch in thickness and applied directly to the floor construction shall be permitted. 

62-10.3. (a) In buildings of fire-resistive or non-combustible construction, 

all wood flooring and subflooring shall be applied directly to a floor construction 
of non-combustible material or may be attached to sleepers of combustible ma¬ 
terial. In buildings exceeding 100 feet in height, the space between the floor con- 
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struction and the finished flooring shall be solidly filled with non-combustible 
materials. 

(b) Combustible composition flooring not exceeding one-half inch in thick¬ 
ness may be applied directly to the non-combustible floor construction or to sub¬ 
flooring. 


62-10.4. (a) In buildings of heavy timber construction, all wood finished 

flooring and subfloonng shall be applied directly to the floor construction or may 
be attached to sleepers of combustible materials provided that the space between 
the floor construction and the finished flooring is solidly filled with non-com¬ 
bustible materials. 

(b) Combustible composition flooring not exceeding one-half inch in thick¬ 
ness may be applied directly to the floor construction or to subflooring. 

62-10.5. In stairways required by section 67-10.4 to be of non-combustible 
construction, finish flooring of combustible materials shall not exceed one-fourth 
inch in thickness. 

62-11. Except aerial supports, not exceeding twelve feet in height, flagpoles, 
water tanks, cooling towers and similar structures, all roof structures hereafter 
placed above the roof of any building within Fire District No. 1, or above the 
roof of any building exceeding fifty-five feet in height in any Fire District, shall 
be constructed of non-combustible materials and shall be supported by construc¬ 
tion of non-combustible materials. Such structures shall also comply with the 
special requirements of sections 62-11.1 to 62-11.5, inclusive. 

62-11.1. (a) Sashes and frames of skylights which are inclined more than 

thirty degrees from the vertical shall be constructed of non-combustible materials, 
except, as provided by the commissioner of buildings, in buildings where acid 
fumes deleterious to metal are incidental to the use of the building. 

(b) All skylights, except in greenhouses, shall be glazed with wired glass 
having no single pane exceeding 720 square inches in area or forty-eight inches 
in any dimension. 

(c) Walls of skylights and monitors shall be of construction not less fire 
resistant than required for the roof on which they are erected; provided, how¬ 
ever, the walls which extend more than ten feet above the roof shall be con¬ 
structed of non-combustible materials. 

62-11.2. (a) A penthouse is hereby defined as an enclosed space located on 

a roof for the housing of a stairway or equipment used in the operation of a 
building such as tanks, fans or elevator machinery, but containing no habitable 
or storage space. 

(b) Penthouses occupying an aggregate area exceeding one-third of the roof 
area shall be considered a story of the building and shall be subject to all appli¬ 
cable requirements of this code. 

(c) Walls of penthouses located less than five feet from the exterior wall 
of the building shall provide fire resistance as required for the exterior wall. 
Walls of penthouses located five feet or more from the exterior wall of a build¬ 
ing, except in buildings of Types II, IV-A and IV-B construction, shall provide 
fire resistance of not less than one hour. 

(d) Roofs of penthouses shall provide fire resistance as required for the 
roof construction on which the penthouse is located. 

62-11.8. Mansard or sloping roofs, the plane of which forms an angle of 
more than sixty degrees but not more than seventy-five degrees with the hori¬ 
zontal, shall be classified as roofs and shall comply with all applicable require¬ 
ments of this code, except that such roofs, erected on buildings more than 
forty feet in height, of Types III-A, III-B or HI-C construction shall be con¬ 
structed of non-combustible materials providing fire resistance of not less than 
one hour. 
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62-11.4. (a) Towers are defined as structures, including spires, domes or 

cupolas, extending above the roof of a building and used only for architectural 
embellishment or for housing bells, clocks and similar installations. 

(b) Every tower shall be of a type of construction not less fire resistant 
than required for the building on which it is erected and when exceeding the 
height limitations for the building as established in section 51-1.2. 

(1) Towers exceeding sixty feet in height above grade shall be con¬ 
structed of and supported by Types I-A, I-B or I-C construction. 

(2) Towers exceeding twenty-five feet in height above the roof on which 
they are erected or exceeding 200 square feet in area at any horizontal 
section shall be constructed of and supported by non-combustible materials 
and shall be separated from the building below by a floor or roof deck pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than one hour. 

62-11.5. Miscellaneous roof structures, including dormers, bulkheads, scut¬ 
tles and similar structures shall be constructed of material not less fire resistant 
than required for the roof construction on which they are erected. 

62-12. Firestopping, complying with the provisions of sections 62-12.1 to 
62-12.8, inclusive, shall be designed and constructed to close all concealed draft 
openings and to form effective fire barriers between stories of every building and 
in all concealed spaces therein against the spread of fire. 

62-12.1. All firestopping shall be constructed of non-combustible materials, 
except that firestopping of wood not less than two inches in nominal thick¬ 
ness shall be permitted in open spaces of wood framing. 

62-12.2. Walls, including masonry walls furred with combustible material, 
and stud partitions shall be effectively firestopped at floors, ceilings and roofs. 

62-12.3. Concealed roof spaces of combustible construction shall be divided 
into horizontal areas of not more than 3,000 square feet by construction pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than one-half hour. 

62-12.4. When stairs are of wood or of combustible construction, the space 
between stair stringers shall be firestopped at top and bottom and at least once 
in the middle of each run, and firestopping shall also be provided between studs 
of adjoining partitions along and in line with the run of stairway. 

62-12.5. Floors and roofs constructed of combustible materials shall be fire¬ 
stopped at walls and partitions and where openings occur. 

62-12.6. Spaces between chimneys and wood framing shall be firestopped 
with approved non-combustible material. 

62-12.7. Openings around exposed pipes or power shafting shall be filled 
with approved non-combustible material, or shall be closed off by close-fitting 
metal caps at the ceiling and floor line, and on each side of a wall or partition. 

62-12.8. Opening for belts and conveyors shall be provided with approved 
slotted doors or be otherwise closed off. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 
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CHAPTER 63 

CHIMNEYS, FLUES AND VENTS 
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63-1.4. Tests 

63-1.5. Cleanouts and maintenance 

63-2. Classifications of chimneys 

63-2.1. Low temperature 

63-2.2. Medium temperature 

63-2.3. High temperature 

63-2.4. Appliances 

63-3. Chimney construction 

63-4. Height of chimneys 

63-4.1. Low temperature chimneys 

63-4.2. Medium temperature chimneys 

63-4.3. High temperature chimneys 

63-5. Flues 

63-5.1. Size of flues 

63-5.2. Connections 

63-6. Flue linings 

63-6.1. Type 1 flue linings 

63-6.2. Type 2 flue linings 

63-6.3. Type 3 flue linings 

63-7. Masonry chimneys 

63-7.1. General 

63-7.2. Low temperature chimneys 


63- 7.3. Medium temperature chimneys 
63- 7.4. High temperature chimneys 
63- 7.5. Incinerator chimneys 
63- 8. Metal chimneys 
63- 8.1. Foundations 
63- 8.2. Construction 
63- 8.3. Protection 
63- 8.4. Lining 
63- 8.5. Exterior chimneys 
63- 8.6. Interior stacks 
63- 9. Special chimneys 
63-10. Spark arresters 

63-11. Flues and vents for gas appli¬ 

ances 

63-11.1. Flue connections required 

63-11.2. Types of flues 

63-11.3. Size of flues and vents 

63-11.4. Draft hoods 

63-11.5. Interconnection of vents 

63-12. Fireplaces 

63-12.1. Construction 

63-12.2. Hearth 

63-12.3. Damper 

63-12.4. Clearances 

63-12.5. Imitatibn fireplaces 


63-1. Except electric heating appliances and as otherwise provided for gas 
a ? P iiu ces in s ® ct ] on . 63 "ll’ ever y heating apparatus or heat producing appliance 
shall be connected with a flue complying with the provisions of this chapter. 

63-1.1. (a) Chimney. A structure which is primarily vertical and encloses 

one or more flues for the removal of the products of combustion. 

(b) Interior Chimney. An interior chimney is a chimney built within the 
walls of a building and having lateral support from the building structure. 

n E ^ te . r 1 i ?. r Chimney. An exterior chimney is a chimney built outside the 
walls of a building but receiving lateral support from the exterior walls of the 
building. 

•. Isolated Chimney. An isolated chimney is any chimney other than an 

interior or exterior chimney. It is also that part of an interior or exterior 
chimney that projects above the walls of a building which give it lateral support. 
defhfit?on StrUtS Shal * n0t ^ considered as lateral support for the purpose of this 

(e) Flue. An enclosed passageway in a chimney or smokestack used for 
the removal of the products of combustion. 

(f) Smoke Pipe. A pipe or breeching which is primarily horizontal and 
which connects a heating appliance to a flue. 

(g) Vent Pipe. As applied to a heating appliance, a pipe for the removal 
or products of combustion from a gas-fired appliance. 

63-1.2. The provisions of this chapter, governing the use of specifically ac¬ 
cepted materials, shall not be interpreted as precluding the use of other materials 
having equivalent structural, fire-resistive, refractory and insulating properties. 

i 63-1.3. Minor emergency repairs for the purpose of maintenance and up- 
keep wmch do not increase the capacity of heating apparatus or appliances or 
which do not mvolve structural changes in the permanent chimneys and flues 
of a building may be made without a permit. 

63-1.4. The commissioner of buildings may require tests of all chimneys, 
smokestacks, smoke pipes, and flues to insure gas, smoke and flame tightness. 
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63-1.5. Chimneys shall be so constructed as to permit necessary cleaning. 
Whenever a new flue is completed or an existing flue is altered, it shall be 
cleaned and left smooth on the inside. 

63-2. Chimneys shall be classified according to provisions of sections 63-2.1 
to 63-2.4, inclusive. 

63-2.1. Chimneys for warm air, hot water and low pressure steam heating 
plants, and other low heat appliances shall be classified as low temperature. 

63-2.2. Chimneys for high pressure steam boilers, smokehouses and other 
medium heat appliances other than incinerators shall be classified as medium 
temperature. 

63-2.3. Chimneys for high heat appliances, including brass furnaces, porce¬ 
lain baking kilns and similar installations shall be classified as high temperature. 

63-2.4. In determining the classification of any appliance, the standards of 
the recommended Building Code of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, 1955 
edition, appendix 1, shall be considered as accepted engineering practice. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

63-3. (a) Chimneys shall be constructed of masonry, reinforced concrete, 

metal or other approved non-combustible materials. 

(b) Chimneys shall be constructed to resist all loads, including wind loads, 
as required by chapter 68, without exceeding the allowable stresses for the 
materials as provided in chapters 71, 73 and 74, and shall also comply with the 
special requirements of this chapter. Stresses due to combined wind and other 
loads shall be provided for without exceeding allowable unit stresses. No tension 
shall be allowed in the masonry of chimneys built of solid masonry unit 0 , or per¬ 
forated radial brick unless proper steel reinforcement shall be provided. 

63-4. Height of chimneys shall comply with the provisions of sections 63-4.1 
to 63-4.3, inclusive. 

63-4.1. Low temperature chimneys shall extend to a height not less than 
three feet above the roof at the point of intersection and not less than two feet 
above any roof within ten feet of such chimney, except that chimneys located 
on a roof having a slope of more than fifteen degrees may extend not less than 
two feet above the ridge. 

63-4.2. Medium temperature chimneys shall extend to a height of not less 
than ten feet above any roof within a horizontal distance of twenty-five feet. 

63-4.3. High temperature chimneys shall extend to a height of not less than 
twenty-five feet above any roof within a horizontal distance of fifty feet. 

63-5. Flues shall comply with the provisions of sections 63-5.1 and 63-5.2. 

63-5.1. The cross-sectional area of a flue for an oil or solid-fuel fired ap¬ 
pliance shall be designed and proportioned for the conditions of temperature 
within and without the flue, insulation quality of walls, weather exposure, shape, 
material of construction, and all other determining factors. The standards set 
forth in the '‘Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning Guide,” American So¬ 
ciety of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, 1947 Edition, shall be deemed ac¬ 
cepted engineering practice in determination of flue sizes. 

63-5.2. (a) Except for vents from gas appliances, nothing in this section 

shall prohibit the joining of two or more pipes for a single flue connection, pro¬ 
vided that smoke pipes and flues are of sufficient size to serve all the appliances 
thus connected, and that the several smoke pipes are constructed to comply with 
the severest requirements for any one of those connected. 

(b) The smoke pipe of a heating appliance shall not be connected into the 
flue of an incinerator which has the rubbish chute identical with the smoke flue. 
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. . ® 3 ^; . Flue linings where required in this chapter shall be of refractory ma¬ 

terials which will withstand the action of flue gases and resist, without softening 
9 onn r ^ Ckmg ’ temperatures to which they will be subjected but not less than 
2000 degrees Fahrenheit. Flue linings shall be classified as provided in sections 
oo-b.l to 63-6.3, inclusive. 

63-6.1. Type 1 flue linings shall have fire-resistive, refractory and insulating 
properties equivalent to flue linings of shale brick not less than three and three- 
fourths inches thick. There shall be an air space of at least two inches between 
such limngs and the chimney wall. The thickness of the independent lining shall 
not be considered as a part of the required thickness of the wall. 

63-6.2. Type 2 flue linings shall have fire-resistive, refractory and insulating 
properties equivalent to flue linings of fire clay units not less than five-eighths 
inch thick, laid in fire clay mortar, or in Type A or Type B mortar as defined in 


63-6.3. Type 3 flue linings shall be of materials having structural fire re- 

?™ r^ ef ? act ?l y ai iu insulatil ?g properties equivalent to solid fire clay masonry 
units not less than three-quarters inch thick laid in fire clay mortar y 


«3-7. Masonry chimneys shall comply with the provisions of sections 63-7 1 
to 63-7.5, inclusive. 


63-7.1. (a) Materials. Masonry chimneys shall be built of either solid 

masonry units or perforated radial brick of special design adapted to chimney 
construction where the average amount of perforations does not exceed thirty per 
cent. Either of the above units shall be considered as solid masonry units and the 
determination of all stresses shall be based on gross areas. Where special per- 
forated radial brick is employed it shall be assumed not to weigh in excess of 
110 pounds per cubic foot. Masonry shall be laid in Type A, B or C mortar as 
denned in chapter 71. 

(b) Chimney Caps. The walls of masonry chimneys shall be capped with 
approved non-combustible weatherproof materials. 

, ±19 Su PP° rts \ Masonry chimneys shall be wholly supported on non-com¬ 

bustible construction providing fire resistance of not less than three hours. 

(d) Corbeling. No chimney shall be corbeled from hollow or cavity wall 
construction, nor from a wall built of hollow masonry units. 

(e) Clearances. Combustible framing shall be trimmed away from all flues 
and chimneys, and no combustible material shall be placed within two inches of 
any chimney, nor within six inches of any outlet to such chimney 


V, i, 6 u' 7,2 \ , (a) ^all Thickness - Walls of low temperature masonry chimneys 
shall be not less than seven inches thick except that chimneys containing no flue 
exceeding 150 square inches in net area may have walls not less than three and 
one-half inches thick. Thickness of walls as herein required shall not include flue 
linings. 

(b) Lining. 


r dP Low ^mperature masonry chimney flues not exceeding a net area 
of 700 square inches shall be lined with Type 3 flue lining, extending to the 
top of the chimney from a point not less than eight inches below the intake 
or from the throat of a fireplace. 

(2) Low temperature masonry chimney flues exceeding a net area of 700 
square inches shall be lined with Type 1 flue lining, extending from a point 
not less than two feet below the bottom of the breeching to the top of the 
chimney or to a point not less than thirty feet above the top of the breeching. 


63-7.3. Walls of medium temperature masonry chimneys shall be not less 
than seven inches thick. Medium temperature masonry chimney flues not exceed¬ 
ing a net area of 700 square inches shall be lined with Type 2 flue lining. Medium 
temperature masonry chimney flues exceeding a net area of 700 square inches 
shall be lined with Type 1 flue lining. Flue linings shall extend from a point not 
less than two feet below the bottom of the breeching to the top of the chimney 
or to a point not less than thirty feet above the top of the breeching. 
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63-7.4. High temperature masonry chimneys shall be built with double 
masonry walls, each not less than eight inches thick, including flue lining, and 
with an air space of not less than two inches between them. The interior walls 
of the double-wall construction shall be lined with Type 1 flue lining. 

63-7.5. (a) Non-Fuel Fired Incinerator Chimneys. Masonry chimneys for 

non-fuel fired incinerators, erected in buildings of residential, institutional, church, 
school and restaurant occupancy shall be constructed as herein required. 

(1) When the grate area of the combustion chamber does not exceed 
nine square feet and the height of the building does not exceed three stories, 
the flue shall be enclosed with not less than three and one-half inches of 
masonry and lined with Type 2 flue lining extending the entire height of 
the flue. 

(2) When the grate area of the combustion chamber exceeds nine square 
feet or is installed in a building exceeding three stories in height, the chimney 
shall be constructed as required for fuel-fired incinerator chimneys in para¬ 
graph (b) of this section. 

(b) Fuel-Fired Incinerator Chimneys. Masonry chimneys for fuel-fired in¬ 
cinerators shall be lined with Type 1 flue lining extending to the top of the chim¬ 
ney or to a point not less than forty feet above the roof of the combustion 
chamber. The walls of the chimney, including the flue lining, shall be not less 
than eight inches thick. 

(c) Connections to Other Flues. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the 
connection of an incinerator by means of an approved breeching to a smoke¬ 
stack or chimney flue which serves a heat appliance; provided the cross-sectional 
area of such stack or flue is at least four times that of the incinerator breeching 
and that such stack or flue and the connection meet the requirements of this 
section. 

63-8. Metal chimneys, except special chimneys as defined in section 63-9, 
shall comply with the provisions of sections 63-8.1 to 63-8.6, inclusive. 

63-8.1. Metal chimneys erected on the exterior of a building or structure 
shall be supported on an independent masonry or reinforced concrete foundation. 
Interior metal chimneys may be supported on Type I-A construction at inter¬ 
mediate levels. 

63-8.2. Metal chimneys shall be of riveted or welded construction. Thickness 
of metal shall be adequate to resist all loads, including wind loads as required in 
chapter 68 without exceeding the allowable stresses for the metal as provided in 
chapter 74, but shall be not less than the following minimum thickness. 


Area of Chimney 
(Square Inches) 
Less than 155 
155 to 254 


Minimum Thickness 
of Metal 


14 gauge 
12 gauge 
3/16 inch 
% inch 


255 to 455 
More than 455 


63-8.3. Metal work of chimneys shall be galvanized or painted with an 
approved paint or constructed of approved corrosion-resistive alloys. 

63-8.4. All high temperature metal chimneys as defined in section 63-2 shall 
be lined with four and one-half inches of fire brick laid in fire clay mortar extend¬ 
ing at least twenty-five feet above the smoke pipe entrance. 

63-8.5. (a) Clearances. Every exterior metal chimney or part thereof, 

erected on the exterior of a building, shall have a clearance from the wall of at 
least twenty-four inches if the wall is of combustible construction and a clearance 
of at least four inches if the wall is of non-combustible construction, except that 
when the chimney is insulated with approved materials, the specified clearances 
may be reduced by one-third. 

(b) Location. No exterior metal chimney shall be located less than twenty- 
four inches in any direction from a wall opening, exitway or fire escape. 
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63-8.6. (a) Protection. Every interior metal chimney, or part thereof, 

erected within a multi-story building shall be enclosed in all stories, above that 
story in which the appliance served thereby is located, with walls providing fire 
resistance of not less than three hours. A continuous air space not less than four 
inches wide and extending through the roof shall be provided on all sides between 
the stack and the enclosing walls. 

(b) Thimbles. Where an interior metal chimney passes through a com¬ 
bustible roof, it shall be guarded by an approved non-combustible, ventilating 
thimble that extends at least nine inches below and above the roof construction. 
The thimbles shall be of a size to provide clearance on all sides of the chimney of 
not less than six inches for low temperature stacks and not less than eighteen 
inches for medium and high temperature stacks. 

63-9. Special low temperature chimneys constructed of double shells of 
approved corrosion -resistivei metals or alloys with an intermediate air space or 
of metal, cement-asbestos pipe or other approved corrosion-resistive materials 
insulated with approved non-combustible materials may be used under the 
following conditions: 

(a) Chimneys shall be so designed and protected as to prevent a tempera¬ 
ture rise under the conditions of their use of more than 160 degrees Fahrenheit 
above room temperature on the exterior surface. Chimneys shall be approved 
only when the fire resistance, insulation, durability and other necessary qualities 
of the assembly have been determined by tests satisfactory to the commissioner 
of buildings. 

(b) Chimneys may be supported on combustible construction when installed 
in one-story buildings and passing only through the roof construction or 
through ceiling and roof construction separated by an unoccupied attic space. 

(c) Chimneys and flues approved for specific conditions of use in the '‘List 
of Inspected Fire Protection Equipment and Materials,” Underwriter’s Labora¬ 
tories, Inc., 1948, shall be acceptable as meeting the requirements of this section. 
The use of other special chimneys meeting the required test standards shall not 
be precluded. 

63-10. Chimneys, stacks or flues, including incinerator stacks, which emit 
sparks that create a fire hazard, shall be provided with a spark arrester of 
approved non-combustible construction in which the maximum size of mesh shall 
not exceed one-half inch. The total open area of spark arresters shall be not 
less than four times the flue area. 

63-11. Flues and vents for gas appliances shall comply with the provisions 
of sections 63-11.1 to 63-11.5, inclusive. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

63-11.1. Every gas appliance shall be connected to an effective flue or vent 
complying with the provisions of section 63-11.2 if it is included in any of the 
following classifications: 

(a) Any appliance used for domestic purposes having a rating in excess 
of 50,000 Btu per hour, except ranges of types as follows: 

(1) Manually controlled ranges. 

(2) Ranges equipped with automatic means for turning off the gas 
supply to one or more burners. 

(3) Ranges equipped with automatic means for turning on the gas sup¬ 
ply to one or more burners, provided such burners are furnished with auto¬ 
matic ignition means and equipped with an automatic pilot. 

(b) Automatically controlled appliances which use more than 5,000 Btu 
per hour; and automatically controlled appliances which use less than this amount 
unless equipped with an automatic pilot; except automatically controlled ap¬ 
pliances of types as follows: 

(1) Instantaneous water heaters which supply water to a single faucet 
which is attached to and made part of the appliance (no other outlet being 
provided to which may be attached a water supply that can result in distant 
operation of the water gas valve). 
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(2) Automatically controlled appliances with devices or controls gov¬ 
erning the gas supply to the main burner or burners which cannot automati¬ 
cally reduce the supply below 30% of the maximum “demand.” 

(c) Appliances, not including domestic gas ranges, installed in the same 
room which if not vented would make the total input rating of the unvented 
gas appliances as great as 30 Btu per hour per cu. ft. of room content. 

(d) Room or space heaters installed in sleeping quarters for use of tran¬ 
sients except room heaters which have a sealed combustion chamber and which 
are installed in such a manner that all air for combustion is derived from out¬ 
side the space being heated and all products of combustion are discharged to the 
outside atmosphere. 

(e) All gas-fired incinerators. 

63-11.2. (a) Type A Flues. 

Type A flues shall include chimneys complying with the requirements of 
this chapter. Type A flues shal be required for: 

(1) Incinerators. 

(2) Appliances which may be converted readily to the use of solid or 
liquid fuel. 

(3) Boilers and furnaces, except where specific approval is obtained 
from the commissioner of buildings for the use of vent piping. 

(4) All other appliances except approved appliances which produce flue 
gas temperatures not in excess of 550 degrees F. at the outlet of the draft 
hood when burning gas at the manufacturer’s input rating. 

(b) Type B Vent Piping. 

(1) Type B vent piping shall include approved vent piping of non¬ 
combustible, corrosion-resistant material of adequate strength and heat in¬ 
sulating value and having bell and spigot or other acceptable joints. Type 
B vent piping shall be used only with approved gas appliances which are not 
required by paragraph (a) above to be vented to Type A flues. 

(2) Type of vent piping tested on List of Inspected Gas, Oil and Mis¬ 
cellaneous Appliances, Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 1956, shall be con¬ 
sidered as accepted engineering practice. 

(3) Type B vent piping shall be installed with a clearance to combusti¬ 
ble material or construction whether plastered or unplastered, of not less 
than one inch, provided that for vents of floor furnaces, water heaters and 
space heaters such clearance shall be not less than three inches for a dis¬ 
tance of not less than three feet from the outlet of the draft hood. 

(4) Suitable provision shall be made to prevent mechanical injury to 
Type B vent piping where it extends through walls, floors or roofs. 

(c) Other Vent Piping. 

(1) Vent piping of sheet copper of not less than 24 U. S. gauge, or of 
galvanized iron of not less than 20 U. S. gauge, or of other approved corro¬ 
sion-resistant material may be used for runs directly from the space in 
which the appliance is located through a roof or exterior wall to the outer 
air. Such vent pipes shall not pass through any attic or concealed space nor 
through any floor or partition. 

(2) Vent piping other than approved Type B shall not pass through 
combustible rooms or walls unless they are guarded at the point of passage 
by double metal ventilated thimbles not less than six inches larger in di¬ 
ameter than the pipe, or by double metal thimbles not less than four inches 
larger in diameter than the pipe with the annular space filled with approved 
non-combustible insulating material; or in lieu of such protection, all com¬ 
bustible material in the wall or partition shall be cut away from the vent 
pipe a sufficient distance to provide the clearance required from such vent 
pipe to combustible material. Any material used to close such opening shall 
be non-combustible. 

(3) Clearances from combustible material to gas appliance vent piping 
other than approved Type B shall be as required for the appliance served 
as provided in chapter 80. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 
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63-11.3. The cross-sectional area of a flue or vent for a gas-fired appli¬ 
ance shall be at least one square inch per 7,500 hourly Btu input, with a mini¬ 
mum diameter of three inches. 

63-11.4. Every flue-connected appliance except an incinerator shall be 
equipped with an effective draft hood which will insure the ready escape of the 
products of combustion under any draft condition, prevent a back draft from 
entering the appliance and neutralize the effect of stack action of the chimney 
flue upon the operation of the appliance. Draft hoods shall not be required when 
the integral construction of the equipment is approved by The American Gas 
Association as serving the same purpose. 

63-11.5. A vent from a gas appliance shall not be connected to a smoke- 
pipe but may be connected to another vent pipe or flue when such gas appli¬ 
ance is equipped with an automatic device to prevent the escape of unburned 
gas at the main burner or burners. 

63-12. Fireplaces shall comply with the provisions of sections 63-12.1 to 
63-12.5, inclusive. 

63-12.1. The back and jambs of a fireplace shall be constructed of solid 
masonry or reinforced concrete with a lining of fire brick or other approved 
non-combustible materials. The total thickness of the construction including 
lining shall be not less than eight inches. Linings may be omitted when the 
solid masonry or reinforced concrete is at least twelve inches thick or when an 
approved metal fireplace unit is installed. 

63-12.2. Every fireplace shall be provided with a hearth of non-com¬ 
bustible materials. 

63-12.3. Every fireplace shall be equipped with an approved damper. 

63-12.4. (a) All header and trimmer beams of combustible floor construc¬ 
tion shall be located at least two inches from the face of chimneys and backs 
of fireplaces, and the intervening spaces shall be firestopped by filling with 
approved non-combustible material. 

(b) Wood or other combustible material shall not be installed on or about 
a fireplace less than six inches from the fireplace opening. 

63-12.5. The maximum depth of any imitation fireplace or recess for heat¬ 
ing equipment shall be six inches, unless such recess meets all the construction 
requirements of this article for fireplaces. The surfaces of the recess shall be 
of non-combustible fire-resistive material, and all combustible materials shall 
have the clearances required herein. No flue other than an approved gas vent 
shall be installed within such imitation fireplace or recess. 
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CHAPTER 64 

FIRE EXTINGUISHING APPARATUS 


64-1. Sprinkler systems 


64-3. Local fire alarm systems 
64-4. Standard fire extinguishers 
64-4.1. Where required 
64-4.2. Location of fire extinguishers 
64-4.3. Penalty 


64-1.1. General requirements 
64-1.2. Special requirements 
64-1.3. Hazardous use units 
64-2. Standpipes 


64-1. Automatic sprinkler systems complying with the requirements of 
chapter 91 shall be installed where required by the provisions of sections 64-1.1 
to 64-1.3, inclusive. 

64-1.1. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed throughout every 
building having a floor area exceeding the maximum areas established in sec¬ 
tion 51-2. 

64-1.2. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided in the following 
buildings and areas: 

(a) Shops and Store Rooms. All rooms and spaces used as paint shops, 
waste paper baling or storage, and similar storage hazards except in the follow¬ 
ing cases: 

(1) When such room or space is located in a Single or Two Family 

Dwelling. 

(2) When such room or space does not exceed 1,000 square feet in 

area and is located in a one-story building. 

(b) Basements. Basement space used for storage of combustible material, 
except rooms or spaces having an area not exceeding 5,000 square feet and en¬ 
closed with partitions providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. 

(c) Stage Blocks. Every part of Type 1 stage block, including locations 
below each fly gallery, beneath the stage ceiling or roof, and above the pros¬ 
cenium opening and including also all work-shops, storage rooms, property 
rooms and dressing rooms. 

(d) Garages. 


(1) Any basement garage space having a capacity of more than three 


vehicles. 


(2) Garages having a storage capacity of twenty or more vehicles and 

located in buildings in which stories above such garage are designed or 

used for other occupancies. 

(3) All garages exceeding four stories in height. 

(e) Basement spaces in any department store and all floors of department 
stores two stories or more in height. 

(f) All buildings of Types II, m-A and 1H-B construction having unlimited 
areas as provided in Table 51-2.2, except buildings of Low Hazard Industrial 
or Storage occupancies. 

(g) On or before January 1, 1956, in every existing or pre-ordinance 
building used in whole or in part as a hotel which does not comply with section 
52-2 (a) of this code. 

(h) On or before January 1, 1960 in every existing, pre-ordinance building 
and buildings hereafter erected, two stories or more in height, used in whole or 
in part as Type I school, or used in whole as Type II school, and hospitals, in¬ 
firmaries, nursing homes, nurseries, orphanages, sheltered-care homes, sanitoria 
and homes for the aged, as defined in section 48-3 of the code as Class B Institu¬ 
tional Units, and each of construction Type III-A, III-B, III-C, IV-A, IV-B. Such 
installation shall include basement areas. [Amend. Coun. J. 7-26-55, p. 881; 1-21- 
59, p. 9627.] 

64-1.3. Requirements for sprinkler systems in Hazardous Use Units shall 
be as provided in chapter 60. 

64-2. Standard inside standpipe systems complying with the requirements 
of chapter 92 shall be provided in all buildings exceeding eighty feet in height 
with the following exceptions: 

(a) Institutional Units. In Institutional Units standpipes shall be provided 
in all buildings more than four stories or fifty-five feet in height. 
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(b) Stage Blocks. In stage blocks standpipes shall be provided on each 
side of the stage, on each tier of dressing rooms, and within fifty feet of all 
property rooms, store rooms or work rooms. 

(c) Storage Structures. Standpipes shall not be required in grain elevators 
or similar storage structures where such standpipes are ineffective owing to 
the type of structure and inaccessibility of hose connections. 

For the purpose of determining standpipe requirements, the height of a 
building shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of section 51-1.1. 
Towers, steeples, tanks and similar structures not intended or used for human 
occupancy shall not be considered in determining the height. 

64-3. (a) Fire alarm systems conforming to the requirements of chapter 
90 of this code shall be provided in buildings of the following occupancies: 

(1) Hotels having a capacity of more than twenty-five persons above 

the second floor except in buildings of Types I-A, I-B or I-C construction. 

(2) Institutional Units more than one story high. 

(3) Schools more than one story high. 

(b) A city fire alarm box shall be located within a distance of 100 feet from 
the principal entrance of every institutional building or theater and every as¬ 
sembly unit other than a theater having a capacity of more than 1,000 persons, 
and every existing or pre-ordinance building and every building hereafter erected, 
two stories or more in height, used in whole or in part as a Type I school with 
100 or more occupants or used in whole as a Type II school. The fire alarm sys¬ 
tems provided for herein shall be directly connected to the city fire alarm box. 

(c) There shall be installed and maintained in every theater inter-commu¬ 
nicating systems of telephones with stations on each floor of public space, on 
each side of the stage, in the engine room and boiler room, in the manager’s 
office, and in the projection room. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-21-59, p. 9627.] 

64-4. Standard fire extinguishers complying with the requirements of 
chapter 90 shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of sections 64-4.1 
and 64-4.2. 

64-4.1. One standard fire extinguisher shall be provided on every floor, 
basement and sub-basement of all buildings and structures for each 4,000 square 
feet of floor area or fraction thereof with the following exceptions: 

(a) Single Family and Two-Family Dwellings. Fire extinguishers shall 
not be required in Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings. 

(b) Multiple Dwellings. Fire extinguishers shall not be required in Multi¬ 
ple Dwellings not exceeding three stories in height and having a floor area not 
exceeding 4,000 square feet. 

(c) Business, Mercantile, Industrial and Storage Units. Fire extinguishers 
shall not be required in one-story buildings of Business, Mercantile, Industrial 
or Storage occupancy, having a floor area not exceeding 4,000 square feet. 

(d) Stage Blocks. In stage blocks, one fire extinguisher, one fire axe and 
one pike pole shall be provided on each side of the stage, on each gallery above 
the stage level, on the gridiron and in accessible places below the stage. 

(e) Projection Rooms. In motion picture projection rooms, one fire ex¬ 
tinguisher and one fire axe shall be provided. 

(f) Open Air Assembly Units. In Open Air Assembly Units one fire ex¬ 
tinguisher shall be provided for each 10,000 capacity or fraction thereof. 

(g) Hazardous Use Units. Fire extinguishers shall be provided in accord¬ 
ance with the requirements of chapter 60. 

64-4.2. Fire extinguishers where required shall be so located as to be 
within seventy-five feet of any portion of a floor or space. Not less than one 
fire extinguisher shall be located within every assembly room having a capa¬ 
city of three hundred persons or more, except that such extinguisher may be 
located in a corridor within fifteen feet of a doorway to such assembly room. 

64-4.3. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter 
shall be fined not less than $10.00 nor more than $200.00 for each offense and 
every day on which such violation continues shall be regarded as constituting a 
separate offense. [Passed. Coun. J. 1-21-59, p. 9627.] 
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CHAPTER 65 

FIRE RESISTIVE MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 


65-1. Scope 

65-1.1. Performance standards 
65-1.2. Use of combustibles 
65-2. Definitions 

65-3. Accepted engineering practice 
65-4. Fire tests for building materials 
and construction 

65-5. Opening protective assemblies— 
doors and shutters 
65-5.1. Definitions 
65-5.2. Test procedure 
65-5.3. Test assemblies 
65-5.4. Classifications of doors and 
shutters 

65-5.5. Maximum size of doors and 
shutters 

65-5.6. Approved protective assemblies 
65-5.7. Identification 
65-5.8. Installation 

65-6. Opening protective assemblies— 
windows 


65-6.1. Definition 
65-6.2. Test procedure 
65-6.3. Test assemblies 
65-6.4. Conditions of acceptance 
65-6.5. Hollow metal windows 
65-6.6. Solid section windows 
65-6.7. Other windows 
65-6.8. Approved protective assemblies 
65-6.9. Identification 
65-7. Roof coverings 
65-7.1. Class A roof coverings 
65-7.2. Class B roof coverings 
65-7.3. Class C roof coverings 
65-7.4. Approved roof coverings 
65-7.5. Identification 
65-8. Interior wall and ceiling finish 
and trim 

65-8.1. Test procedure 
65-8.2. Classification 
65-8.3. Smoke hazard 


65-1. The provisions of this chapter shall govern the use and design of 
all materials and methods of construction with respect to required protection 
against fire exposure. 


65-1.1. The requirements of this section shall constitute the minimum 
functional performance standards for fire protection purposes. Such require¬ 
ments shall not be deemed to decrease or waive any requirements of this code 
with respect to safe load capacity, durability or other specified requirements. 

65-1.2. All materials and forms of construction that develop the fire resist¬ 
ance required by this code shall be acceptable for fireproofing and construction 
purposes, except that no combustible component materials shall enter into the 
construction of structural units of structural assemblies in buildings of Types 
I-A, I-B, I-C and II construction or into the construction of any assembly re¬ 
quired to provide fire resistance of two hours or more. 


65-2. (a) Combustible Material. A material which will ignite when heated 

to a temperature at or below 1200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

(b) Fire Resistance . Fire resistance as applied to building materials and 
construction means the ability to withstand fire or give protection from it for 
given periods under prescribed test conditions. 

(c) Fire-resistive Rating. The degree of fire resistance of a fabricated unit 
or assembly of units of construction, determined by the standard fire test ex¬ 
pressed in hours or fractions of an hour. 

(d) Flame-spread Rating. The degree of flame resistance of materials 
used for interior finish and trim or for decorative purposes determined by the 
rate of flame spread in the standard tunnel test. 

(e) Non-combustible Material. A material which will not ignite when 
heated to a temperature of 1200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

65-3. Recognized Authoritative Agencies. The applicable test procedures 
of the following agencies are recognized as accepted engineering practice with 
respect to fire-resistive qualities of materials and assemblies: 

American Standards Association (ASA) 

American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) 

National Board of Fire Underwriters (NBFU) 
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National Bureau of Standards, Department of Commerce (NBS) 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 

Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. (UL) 

65-4. (a) Test procedure. Where fire-resistive ratings of building materials 
and construction are required in this code, such fire-resistive ratings shall be 
determined by the test procedures and conditions of acceptance prescribed in 
the following document: 

Fire Tests of Building Construction and Materials ASTM E119-1947 

(b) Approved Materials and Construction. 

(1) Materials and constructions listed in either of the following docu¬ 
ments for specific fire-resistant ratings shall be acceptable as meeting the 
requirements of this code: 

Fire-resistance Classifications of Building Constructions, Report 
BMS 92, National Bureau of Standards, United States Department of 
Commerce. 

National Building Code of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
1949 edition, Appendix A. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of other materials 
and constructions meeting the required test standards. 

65-5. Doors and shutters required as opening protective assemblies shall 
comply with the provisions of sections 65-5.1 to 65-5.8, inclusive. 

65-5.1. Opening protective assemblies as applied to the requirements for 
doors or shutters shall include such doors or shutters together with their 
frames, hardware and other accessories essential to the fire-resistive rating of 
the assembly. 

65-5.2. Where fire-resistive door and shutter assemblies are required by 
this code, the fire-resistive values of such assemblies and their classification 
shall be determined by the test procedure and the conditions of acceptance 
prescribed in the following document: 

Fire Tests of Door Assemblies ASTM E152-41 

65-5.3. Tests shall be made upon complete full-size samples of the assem¬ 
bly, including hanging and operating hardware, frames, bucks and other 
anchorage. 

65-5.4. Doors and shutters shall be classified in accordance with their fire- 
resistive qualities in accordance with requirements of this section. 

(a) Class A Doors and Shutters. 

(1) Class A Doors and Shutters shall be used for protection of openings 
in firewalls and shall be installed on both sides of walls. 

(2) There shall be no glass panels in Class A Doors and Shutters. 

(b) Class B Doors and Shutters. 

(1) Class B Doors and Shutters shall be used where required elsewhere 
in his code for protection of openings in vertical shafts and other openings. 

(2) Class B Doors may have an observation panel of standard wired 
glass having an exposed area not exceeding 100 square inches and a width 
or height not exceeding twelve inches. 

(c) Class C Doors. 

(1) Class C Doors shall be used where required elsewhere in this code 
for protection of openings between rooms or between rooms and corridors. 

(2) Class C Doors may have panels of standard wired glass. Exposed 
area of individual glass lights shall not exceed 1296 square inches. 

(d) Class D and E Doors and Shutters. 

(1) Class D and E Doors and Shutters shall be used where required 
elsewhere in this code for protection of openings in exterior walls. 

(2) Glass lights for panels shall not be used in Class D doors. Panels of 
standard wired glass having an area not exceeding 720 square inches and a 
height not exceeding fifty-four inches may be used in Class E Doors. 
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65-5.5. Openings required to be protected by fire doors or shutters shall 
not exceed the heights, widths and areas established in Table 65-5.5. 


TABLE 65-5.5. MAXIMUM SIZES OF FIRE DOORS AND SHUTTERS 


Type of Door 

Class of Door 

Maximum Size of Open¬ 
ing Not to Exceed 

Area Height 
Sq. Ft. Ft. 

Width 

Ft. 

Hollow Metal, swinging, in pairs 

A-B-C-D(l)-E(l) 


10 

8 

Hollow Metal, swinging, in pairs 

D(2)-E(2) 


10 

6 

Hollow Metal, swinging, single 

a-b-c-d -e 


10 

4 

Hollow Metal, sliding 

B-C 


8 

8 

Metal Clad, paneled, swinging, in pairs 

B-C-D(l)-E(l) 


8 

8 

Metal Clad, paneled, swinging, in pairs 

D(2)-E(2) 


8 

6 

Metal Clad, paneled, swinging, single 

B-C-D -E 


8 

4 

Sheet Metal, sliding, single or in pairs 

A-B-C-D (1) -E (1) 

120 

12 

12 

Sheet Metal, swinging, in pairs 

A-B-C-D (l)-E(l) 


12 

10 

Sheet Metal, swinging, in pairs 

D(2)-E(2) 


10 

6 

Sheet Metal, swinging, single 

A-B-C-D (l)-E(l) 


12 

6 

Sheet Metal, swinging, single 

D(2)-E(2) 


10 

4 

Steel, rolling or lift-up type 

A-B-C-D (1) -E (1) 

120* 

12* 

12* 

Tin Clad, 3-ply, sliding 

A 

120 

12 

12 

Tin Clad, 3-ply, swinging, in pairs 

A 


12 

10 

Tin clad, 3-ply, swinging, single 

A 


12 

6 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, counter-balanced 

B 


10 

8 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, sliding, single 

B-C-D(l)-E(l) 

. 

10 

10 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, swinging, in pairs 

„ D(l)-E(l) 


10 

10 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, swinging, in pairs 

D(2)-E(2) 


10 

6 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, swinging, single 

B-C-D(l)-E(l) 


10 

6 

Tin Clad, 2-ply, swinging, single 

D(2)-E(2) 


10 

4 


NOTES: 

(1) Class D and E doors, other than doors leading to fire escapes. 

(2) Class D and E doors leading to fire escapes. 

*Openings not exceeding twenty-four feet in width, twenty-four feet in 

height and 350 square feet in area shall be permitted when over-size openings 

are required for passage of motor vehicles, railroad cars and similar uses. 

65-5.6. (a) Fire-resistive door and shutter assemblies for specific condi¬ 
tions of use in the “List of Inspected Fire Protection Equipment and Materials/’ 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 1956, shall be acceptable as meeting the require¬ 
ments of this section. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of other opening protec¬ 
tive assemblies meeting the required test standards. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

65-5.7. Approved protective assemblies shall be properly identified by 
label as conforming to the requirements of this section. 

65-5.8. Installation of fire-resistive door and shutter assemblies shall 
comply with the requirements of the following document: 

Protection of Openings in Walls and Partitions NBFU-80—1939 

65-6. Windows required as opening protective assemblies shall comply with 
the provisions of sections 65-6.1 to 65-6.9, inclusive. 

65-6.1. Opening protective assemblies as applied to the requirements for 
windows shall include sash, frames, hardware and other accessories essential 
to the fire-resistive rating of the assembly. 
















































178 


Municipal Code op Chicago 


65-6.2. Where fire-resistive windows are required by this code, the fire- 
resistive values of such windows shall be determined by test procedure. The 
required time-temperature curve and method of testing shall be similar to that 
required for fire doors and shutters in section 65-5. The duration of test on fire 
windows shall be not less than forty-five minutes and shall include a hose-stream 
test. 


65-6.3. (a) Test assemblies shall be truly respresentative as to material, 

workmanship of the construction and details, including installation, glass size, 
method of closing, hardware, trim and finish. 

(b) The fire-resistive rating derived from the test shall be assumed to apply 
to all like assemblies smaller in dimension and area than the test specimen and 
to larger sizes not exceeding the area of the test specimen by more than twenty- 
five per cent. 


65-6.4. The fire resistance test shall not be regarded as successful unless the 
following conditions are met: 

(a) The test assembly shall have remained securely in the opening during the 
fire exposure period and during the hose-stream test, except that small fragments 
of glass dislodged from the exposed surface by the hose stream shall not be con¬ 
sidered a weakness. The fastening of ventilators or movable sections shall have 
remained secure. 

(b) The test assembly shall have withstood the fire endurance test without 
passage of flame; and shall have withstood the fire endurance and hose-stream 
tests without the dislodgement of an excessive proportion of the glass area. A 
loss of approximately ten per cent shall not be considered excessive. 

65-6.5. (a) Hollow metal windows shall consist of reinforced hollow metal 

sections and may be of double-hung, counter-balanced, pivoted, stationary, tilting, 
hinged or projected sash. 

(b) Hollow metal windows shall not exceed the following sizes: 

(1) Single sash, other than casement, 5 ft. by 5 ft. 

(2) Double sash, other than casement, 5 ft. by 10 ft. 

(3) Casements, single, 3% ft. by 10 ft. 

(4) Casements, pairs, 5 ft. by 10 ft. 

(c) Individual glass lights in windows shall not exceed 720 square inches in 

exposed area, fifty-four inches in vertical dimension, and forty-eight inches in 

horizontal dimension. 

65-6.6. (a) Solid section windows shall be constructed of rolled steel sec¬ 

tions and may be equipped with ventilators of the same construction of the proj¬ 
ected, tilting, pivoted or hinged type. 

(b) Windows shall not exceed the following sizes: 

(1) Standard fire windows of inside angle glazed type shall not exceed 
eighty-four square feet in area. Neither the height nor the width shall 
exceed twelve feet, provided that when installed with unprotected vertical 
steel mullions, the width shall not exceed seven feet. 

(2) Light weight casement type shall not exceed six and one half feet 
in either dimension and, when installed with unprotected vertical steel mul¬ 
lions, the width shall not exceed three and one half feet. 

(3) Intermediate weight casement types shall not exceed fifty square 
feet in area with neither dimension exceeding ten feet. When installed with 
unprotected steel mullions, the width shall not exceed six and one half feet. 

(4) Detention type windows shall not exceed eighty-four square feet 
in area, with neither dimension exceeding twelve feet. When installed with 
unprotected vertical steel mullions, the width shall not exceed seven feet. 

(c) Individual glass lights shall be glazed with standard wired glass and 
shall not exceed 720 square inches in exposed area, fifty-four inches in vertical 
dimension and forty-eight inches in horizontal dimension. 
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65-6.7. Windows constructed of a combination of hollow metal and solid 
section members, or a combination of hollow metal and plate steel members, 
shall conform to the requirements of hollow metal windows, section 65-6.5. 


65-6.8. (a) Fire windows and accessory parts thereof approved for specific 

conditions of use in the list of “Inspected Fire Protection Equipment and Ma¬ 
terials,” Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 1948, shall be acceptable as meeting the 
requirements of this section. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of other opening protective 
assemblies meeting the required test standards. 


65-6.9. Approved protective assemblies shall be properly identified by label 
as conforming to the requirements of this section. 


65-7. Roof coverings shall comply with the provisions of sections 65-7.1 to 
65-7.5, inclusive. 


65-7.1. Class A Roof Coverings shall be of material approved by the com¬ 
missioner of buildings after satisfactory evidence that it is effective against 
severe fire exposures. Under such exposures, Class A roof coverings shall not 
be readily flammable; shall not carry or communicate fires; shall afford a 
fairly high degree of heat insulation to the roof deck; shall not slip from posi¬ 
tion; shall possess nonflying brand hazard; and shall not require frequent re¬ 
pairs in order to maintain their fire-resistive properties. 


65-7.2. Class B Roof Coverings shall be of fire-resistive material, ap¬ 
proved by the commissioner of buildings, after satisfactory evidence that it is 
effective against moderate fire exposures. Under such exposures, Class B roof 
coverings shall not be readily flammable; shall not readily carry or communi¬ 
cate fire; shall afford a moderate degree of heat insulation to the roof deck; 
shall not slip from position; shall possess no flying brand hazard; and shall 
require only infrequent repairs to maintain their fire-resistive properties. 


65-7.3. Class C Roof Coverings shall be of material approved by the 
commissioner of buildings after satisfactory evidence that it is effective against 
light fire exposures. Under such exposures, Class C Roof coverings shall not 
be readily flammable; shall not readily carry or communicate fire; shall afford 
at least a slight degree of heat insulation to the roof deck; shall not slip from 
position; and shall possess no flying brand hazard; but may require occasional 
repairs or renewals in order to maintain their fire-resistive properties. 

65-7.4. (a) Roof coverings which are classified as Class A, Class B or Class 

C in the “List of Inspected Fire Protection Equipment and Materials,” Under¬ 
writers’ Laboratories, Inc., 1956, shall be acceptable as meeting the requirements 
of this section for each respective class of roof covering. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of other roof coverings 
meeting the required test standards. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

65-7.5. Approved roof coverings shall be properly identified by label as 
conforming to the requirements of this section. 

65-8. Interior wall and ceiling finish and trim shall comply with the pro¬ 
visions of sections 65-8.1 to 65-8.3, inclusive. 

65-8.1. All interior wall and ceiling finish and trim shall be classified in 
accordance with resistance to spread of flame. Rate of spread of flame shall 
be determined by the tunnel-type test methods established in the following 
documents: 
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(a) Bulletin of Research No. 32, Fire Hazard Classification of Building Ma¬ 
terials. ULI, September, 1944. 

(b) Tentative Outline for Fire Hazard Classification of Building Materials. 

ULI, July, 1947. 


65-8.2. (a) Interior wall and ceiling finish and trim shall be classified in ac¬ 

cordance with flame spread ratings as follows: 


Classification 

Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 


Flame Spread Rating 
0 to 15 
16 to 30 
31 to 60 
61 to 160. 
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CHAPTER 66 

LIGHT. VENTILATION AND SANITATION 


66-1. Court and yard requirements 

66-1.1. Definitions 

66-1.2. Width and length of courts 

66-1.3. Requirements of courts 

66-2. Natural lighting 

66-2.1. Means of natural lighting 

66-2.2. Measurements of glass area 

66-2.3. Required effective glass area 

66-2.4. Height of windows 

66-3. Natural ventilation 

66-3.1. General requirements 

66-3.2. Means of natural ventilation 

66-3.3. Size of openings 

66-4. Alcoves 


66-5. Sanitation requirements 
66-5.1. Minimum plumbing fixture 
requirements 

66-5.2. Separate toilet facilities 
66-5.3. Minimum number of water 
closets 

66-5.4. Urinals 
66-5.5. Lavatories 

66-5.6. Minimum number of persons 
66-5.7. Special fixture requirements 
66-5.8. Location of fixtures 
66-5.9. Location of toilet rooms 
66-5.10. Toilet room construction 


66-1. Every window required for natural light and every opening required 
for natural ventilation shall face directly on a public way or on a court comply¬ 
ing with the provisions of sections 66-1.1 to 66-1.3, inclusive. 

66-1.1. (a) Court. A court is an open, unobstructed space on the same lot 

with the building. 

(b) Rear Court. A rear court is a court extending the entire width of the 
lot and extending from the building to the rear of the lot. 

(c) Through Court. A through court is a court open at both ends to two 
open spaces, one of which shall be not less than thirty feet wide, the opposite not 
less than ten feet wide. The open spaces shall be public ways, yards, permanent 
easements, outer courts, or another through court or a combination of two or more 
such areas. 

(d) Outer Court. An outer court is a court open on one end to an open 
space not less than thirty feet wide. The open space shall be a public way, yard 
or through court or any combination of two or more such areas. 

(e) Inner Court. An inner court is a court entirely surrounded by building 
walls or lot lines or any court not defined as a through or outer court. 

(f) Recess. A recess is an open area formed by the indentation of a wall 
of a court, such indentation having a depth of not more than one-half its length. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

66-1.2. (a) The depth of a rear court or yard shall be the average distance 

between the building wall and the rear lot line. 

(b) The width of an inner court shall be the least horizontal dimension. 

(c) The width of a through court or an outer court shall be the horizontal 
dimension measured in a direction approximately parallel with the open end of 
such court. 

(d) The length of any court is the horizontal dimension measured in a di¬ 
rection approximately at right angles to the width. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

66-1.3. Except as provided in section 53-6 for Institutional Units, all 
courts required for natural light and ventilation shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

(a) Rear courts. The depth of a rear court shall be not less than eight 
feet except that when the height of the court exceeds forty-eight feet the depth 
of the court shall be increased so that at any level the depth shall be not less 
than one-sixth the vertical distance from such level to the lowest point of the 
court; provided, however, that the depth of a rear court of any height shall not 
be required to exceed twenty feet. 

(b) Through courts. 

(1) The width of a through court shall be not less than six feet. 
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. When the height of a through court exceeds thirty-six feet the 

width of such court shall be increased so that the width at any level shall 
be not less than one-sixth the vertical distance from such level to the bottom 
of the court; provided, however, that the width of a through court of any 
height shall not be required to be more than fifteen feet. 

(3) Where the permanent required width of a through court between 
buildings on adjoining lots is assured as provided by the Chicago Zoning 
Ordinance, by permanent easements, or by the location of a modem per¬ 
manent building on the adjoining lot, the width of the court may be measured 
between the permitted location of the walls of two buildings on adjoining 
l°ts, or the permitted location of the wall on the subject lot and the existing 
wall of a modem permanent building on the adjoining lot. In no case shall 

e wall of a through court be located less than three feet from an interior 
lot line, nor shall more than one-half the required width of such a through 
court be located on adjoining lot. 

(4) When business or mercantile units are combined with residential 
units and the height of the court does not exceed twenty-five feet, the width 
of a through court or an outer court shall be not less than four feet measured 
between the wall of the building and an interior lot line. 

(c) Outer courts. 


(1) The width of an outer court shall not be less than eight feet. 

(2) When the height of an outer court exceeds forty-eight feet, the 
width of such court shall be increased so that at any level the width shall 
be not less than one-sixth the vertical distance from such level to the bottom 
of the court; provided, however, that the width of an outer court of any 
height shall not be required to be more than twenty feet. 

( 3 ) When the permanent required width of an outer court between 
buildings on adjoining lots is assured as provided by provisions of the Chicago 
Zoning Ordinance, by permanent easements, or by the location of a modern 
permanent building on the adjoining lot, the width of the court may be mea¬ 
sured between the permitted location of the wall of the subject building and 
the existing wall of a modern, permanent building on the adjoining lot. In 
no case shall the wall of an outer court be located less than four feet from 
an interior lot line, nor shall more than one-half of the required width of such 
an outer court be located on an adjoining lot. 

(d) Inner Courts. 


(1) The width of an inner court shall be not less than ten feet. 

(2) When the height of an inner court exceeds thirty feet, the width 
of such court shall be increased so that the width at any level shall be not 
less than one-third the vertical distance from such level to the bottom of the 
court; provided, however, that the width of an inner court of any height shall 
not be required to exceed fifty feet. 

(3) The horizontal area of an inner court shall be not less than one and 
one-half times the square of the required width. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.1 


66-2. All habitable rooms in Residential Units, all sleeping rooms in Insti¬ 
tutional Units, and all classrooms or study rooms in Type I schools shall be 
provided with means of natural lighting complying with the provisions of sec¬ 
tions 66-2.1 to 66-2.4, inclusive. 


66-2.1. Windows, glazed doors, transoms, skylights, glass block or other 
devices effectively transmitting light from the outside shall be acceptable means 
of natural lighting. 


66-2.2. (a) The glass area required for natural lighting shall be based on 

the use of clear glass measured as to the nominal glass dimensions. When a ma- 
tenal other than clear glass is used, required areas shall be increased to provide 
equivalent lighting. 

(b) The effective glass area shall be computed at not more than eighty per 
cent of the actual glass area under the following conditions: 

(1) When a required window faces a wall or other obstruction at a 
distance of less than ten feet. 
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(2) When a required window is located below a porch roof or other 
structure projecting more than four feet from the face of the window and 
when the plane from the head of the window to the outside of such projec¬ 
tion forms an angle with the horizontal of less than forty-five degrees. 

(c) Enclosed porches shall have a glass area equal to not less than three 
times the aggregate required glass area opening from a habitable room to the 
porch. 

66-2.3. (a) Residential and Institutional Units. The effective glass area 

required for natural light in habitable rooms in Residential Units and in sleeping 
rooms in Institutional Units shall be not less than ten per cent of the floor area 
of the room nor less than ten square feet, except that when any portion of a 
room is more than sixteen feet from a window, the effective glass area shall be 
not less than twelve per cent of the floor area nor twelve square feet. 

(b) Type I Schools. The effective glass area in classrooms and study rooms 
of Type I Schools shall be not less than twenty per cent of the floor area of the 
room. 

66-2.4. The heads of windows required for natural light shall be located 
as close to the ceiling as practicable and in no case less than six feet six inches 
from the floor. 

66-3. Natural ventilation shall be provided as required by the provisions 
of sections 66-3.1 to 66-3.3, inclusive. 

66-3.1. (a) All habitable rooms in residential unit shall be provided with 

means of natural ventilation as herein required, except that kitchens having a 
floor area not exceeding one hundred and twenty-five square feet shall comply 
with the ventilation requirements for living quarters, kitchens as provided in 
chapter 81 of this code. 

(b) All other rooms, including bathrooms, used or intended for human oc¬ 
cupancy, shall be provided with means of natural ventilation as herein required 
or shall have an approved system of mechanical ventilation complying with the 
requirements of chapter 81, except as follows: 

(1) Natural ventilation shall not be substituted for mechanical venti¬ 
lation in rooms or spaces where mechanical ventilation is specifically required 
in chapter 81. 

(2) Natural ventilation or mechanical ventilation except where specifi¬ 
cally required in chapter 81 shall not be required in spaces occupied for in¬ 
frequent and limited periods of time such as storage spaces, corridors and 
other circulation areas. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

66-3.2. Natural ventilation shall be provided by means of windows, sky¬ 
lights, louvers, monitors, doors or other direct openings to the outside air. 

66-3.3. (a) Natural ventilation, when required, shall be provided by means 

of openings to the outside air having an aggregate clear area of not less than 
five per cent of the floor area of the room with the following exceptions: 

(1) When any portion of the room is more than sixteen feet from a 
required opening, the aggregate clear area of opening shall be not less than 
six per cent of the floor area of the room. 

(2) When openings for natural ventilation occur on two sides of a 
room, the aggregate clear area of openings shall be not less than four per 
cent of the area of the room. 

(3) When a required opening faces a wall or other obstruction at a 
distance of less than ten feet, the effective area shall be computed at not 
more than eighty per cent of the actual area. 

(b) Enclosed porches shall have openings to the outside air of not less than 
three times the aggregate required area of openings from a habitable room to 
the porch. 

66-4. An alcove opening from a habitable room shall be considered a part of 
that room and will meet requirements for natural light and ventilation under the 
following conditions: 

(a) The floor area of the alcove shall be not more than fifty per cent of the 
area of the room. 
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(b) The area of the opening between the alcove and the room shall be not 
less than eighty per cent of the vertical plane separating the alcove and the 
room. 

(c) The depth of the alcove measured at right angles to the wall opening 
shall be not more than one and one-half times the width of the opening. 

(d) The glass areas and natural ventilation openings of the room shall be 
based on the total floor area of the room and the alcove. 

66-5. In every building or structure hereafter erected toilet fixtures shall be 
provided complying with the provisions of sections 66-5.1 to 66-5.10, inclusive. 

66-5.1. Except in auxiliary buildings, there shall be not less than one toilet 
room containing one water closet and one lavatory in every building used for 
human occupancy. Additional fixtures shall be provided as required in this 
chapter. 

66-5.2. In buildings where both sexes are accommodated, separate toilet 
room facilities based on the occupancy content of each sex shall be provided 
except as follows: ’ 

(a) Bathrooms and toilet rooms serving family units or not more than two 
sleeping room in hotels, dormitories and similar occupancies. 

(b) Mercantile or business units shall have a toilet room or rooms within the 
unit, or access to a public toilet room or rooms within the building. There shall be 
a separate toilet room or rooms for each sex where the number of persons em¬ 
ployed exceeds five. 

(c) Toilet rooms serving a single classroom in Type I Schools. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

66-5.3. Except as otherwise required by sections 66-5.4 and 66-5.6, the 
minimum number of water closets established in Table 66-5.3 shall be provided in 
every building. 


TABLE 66-5.3. MINIMUM NUMBER OF WATER CLOSETS 



Total Number of Persona 

--- 

OPEN AIR 
ASSEMBLY 
UNITS 

Assembly Units 

(except Schools) 

Residential Units 
Institutional Units 
Schools 

Business Units 
Mercantile Units 
Industrial Units 
Storage Units 

TOTAL 
REQUIRED 
NUMBER OF 
WATER 
CLOSETS 

1 to 60 

1 to 30 

1 to 10 

1 

61 to 120 

31 to 60 

11 to 25 

2 

121 to 200 

61 to 100 

26 to 50 

3 

201 to 300 

101 to 150 

51 to 75 

4 

301 to 400 

151 to 200 

76 to 100 

5 

401 to 550 

201 to 275 

101 to 125 

6 

551 to 750 

276 to 375 

126 to 150 

7 

751 to 1000 

376 to 500 

151 to 175 

8 

More than 1000 (a) 

More than 500 (b) 

More than 175 (c) 



Notes, (a) One water cloiset shall be added for each 500 persons or fraction 
thereof in excess of 1,000 persons. 


(b) One water closet shall be added for each 200 persons or fraction 
thereof in excess of 500 persons. 

(c) One water closet shall be added for each thirty persons or frac¬ 
tion thereof in excess of 175 persons. 
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of required water closets may be replaced by urinals: 

(a) Assembly Units, except Type 1 Schools. 75% 

(b) Assembly Units, Type 1 Schools only. 80% 

(c) Open Air Assembly Unit©. 75% 

(d) Other occupancies . 33%% 


66-5.5. There shall be provided not less than one lavatory for each eight 
required water closets or urinals. In no case shall there be less than one lavatory 
per toilet room. 

66-5.6. In Mercantile, Industrial and Storage units, plumbing fixture re¬ 
quirements shall be based on number of employees. In other occupancies, plumb¬ 
ing fixture requirements shall be based on the occupancy content of the building 
as determined by section 48-13. 

66-5.7. (a) Residential Units. 

(1) Every family unit shall contain not less than one water closet, one 
lavatory and one tub or shower. Every kitchen shall contain not less than 
one sink. 

(2) In Multiple Dwellings not less than one water closet, one lavatory 
and one tub or shower shall be provided to serve not more than ten persons. 

(b) Institutional Units. In Institutional Units not less than one tub or 
shower shall be provided for not more than thirty inmates for each sex accom¬ 
modated. 

(c) Type 1 Schools. In Type 1 Schools, required toilet facilities for a class¬ 
room haying a capacity of not more than forty persons may consist of a toilet 
room adjacent to and serving such classroom only and containing not less than 
one water closet and one lavatory. 

(d) Drinking Fountains. Drinking fountains shall be provided in the fol¬ 
lowing buildings: 

(1) Assembly Units, other than schools and churches, shall be provided 
with drinking fountains located within a distance of 150 feet and within one 
story vertically from any part of an assembly room or space, except that in¬ 
door stadiums, arenas and similar Assembly Units having a capacity of 5,000 
persons or more shall be provided with drinking fountains complying with 
the requirements for Open Air Assembly Units. 

(2) In schools there shall be at least one drinking fountain for each 250 
students and at least one such fountain in each story. 

(3) Every permanent Open Air Assembly Unit shall be provided with 
drinking fountains located within 400 feet of any portion of a seating or 
assembly area. 

66-5.8. (a) No drinking fountain shall be located inside a toilet room con¬ 

taining a water closet or urinal. 

(b) In Multiple Dwellings and Institutional Units toilet room facilities shall 
be provided on every floor having sleeping accommodations. 

(c) In Assembly Units toilet room facilities shall be provided on each seat¬ 
ing level or on a floor immediately above or below such level. 

66-5.9. Except in family living units, no bathroom or toilet room shall open 
directly into room where food is prepared, stored or served without an intervening 
vestibule. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, p. 4431.] 

66-5.10. Rooms or spaces containing water closets, urinals, bath tubs, or 
showers shall have floors of non-absorbent materials and shall be entirely sepa¬ 
rated from other rooms by solid partitions extending from floor to ceiling with¬ 
out openings except as required for access or mechanical ventilation. 
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CHAPTER 67 

EXIT REQUIREMENTS 


67- 1. General provisions 

67- 2. Definitions 

67- 3. Type of exits 

67- 3.1. Required types of vertical exits 

67- 4. Minimum number of exits 

67- 5. Arrangement and location of 

exits 

67- 5.1. Access 

67- 5.2. Distance between exits 
67- 5.3. Discharge in line of travel 
67- 5.4. Continuous means of exit 
67- 6. Travel distance to exits 
67- 6.1. Definition 

67- 6.2. Measurement of travel distance 
67- 6.3. Maximum travel distances 
67- 6.4. Increases permitted 
67- 6.5. Maximum distance from end 
of corridor 

67- 7. Width of exits 

67- 7.1. Occupancy content 

67- 7.2. Unit of exit width 

67- 7.3. Measurement of width 

67- 7.4. Capacity of exits 

67- 7.5. Minimum width of exits 

67- 8. Outside exits 

67- 9. Doors 

67- 9.1. Swing of doors 

67- 9.2. Hardware 

67- 9.3. Revolving doors 

67-10. Stairs 

67-10.1. Treads and risers 

67-10.2. Landings 

67-10.3. Handrails 

67-10.4. Construction 

67-10.5. Enclosures 

67-10.6. Head room 

67-11. Smokeproof towers 

67-11.1. Stairway enclosures 

67-11.2. Vestibules and balconies 

67-11.3. Fire shields 

67-11.4. Opening protectives 


67-11.5. Exterior exits 
67-11.6. Interior smoke shafts 
67-12. Ramps 
67-12.1. Grades 
67-12.2. Handrails 
67-12.3. Non-slip surfaces 
67-13. Horizontal exits 
67-13.1. Areas connected 
67-13.2. Doors 

67-13.3. Bridges and balconies 
67-14. Escalators 
67-14.1. General 
67-14.2. Type 
67-14.3. Rise of escalator 
67-14.4. Angle of inclination 
67-14.5. Protection 
67-15. Exterior stairs 
67-15.1. Treads and risers 
67-15.2. Opening protectives 
67-15.3. Grade connection 
67-15.4. Construction 
67-16. Fire escapes 
67-16.1. Fire escape stairways 
67-16.2. Other fire escape exits 
67-17. Exit lighting 
67-17.1. Intensity 

67-17.2. Lighting during performances 
67-17.3. Emergency lighting 
67-18. Exit, stairway, fire escape and 
directional signs 
67-18.1. Where required 
67-18.2. Fixture requirements 
67-18.3. Illumination 
67-18.4. Location 
67-18.5. Lettering 
67-18.6. Phosphorescent signs 
67-18.7. Normal illumination 
67-18.8. Enforcement 
67-18.65. Specifications for phosphores¬ 
cent luminous-material (non¬ 
radio-active) 


67-1. Every building or structure or part thereof, hereafter erected shall 
comply with the requirements of this chapter pertaining to exits. When there are 
special requirements as provided in chapters 52 to 61, inclusive, for specific oc¬ 
cupancies which differ from the general requirements of this chapter, such special 
requirements shall take precedence. 

67-2. (a) Exit. An exit is a means of egress from a building or structure 

including outside exits, vertical exits, horizontal exits and exit connections as 
herein defined. 

(b) Vertical Exit. A vertical exit is a means of exit used for ascension or 
descension between two or more levels including stairways, smokeproof towers, 
ramps, escalators and fire escapes. 

(c) Horizontal Exit. A horizontal exit is a protected opening through or 
around a fire wall or a bridge connecting two buildings. 

(d) Outside Exit. An outside exit is an exit from the building to a public 
way, to an open area leading to a public way, or to an enclosed fire-resistive pas¬ 
sage leading to a public way. 

(e) Exit Connections. Exit connections shall include doorways, aisles, 
corridors, foyers, lobbies and other horizontal means of exit leading to a vertical 
exit, a horizontal exit or an outside exit. 
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(f) Flight. A series of steps between successive landings or between a 
landing and a floor. 

(g) Landing. A platform between two flights of stairs. 

(h) Newel Post. An upright post at the end of a stair railing. 

(i) Ramps. An inclined passageway connecting two levels. 

(j) Riser. The vertical distance of a step between two successive treads or 
between a tread and a landing or floor. 

(k) Stairways. One or more flights of stairs with connecting landings. 

(1) Enclosed Stairway. A sitairway separated by fire-resistive parti¬ 
tions from the rest of the building. 

(2) Exterior Stairway. A stairway on the outside of a building or 

structure. 

(3) Interior Stairway. A stairway within a building or structure. 

(l) Tread. The horizontal distance between two successive risers in a 
flight. 

67-3. All required means of exit shall be continuous means of egress to the 
outside and shall consist of vertical exits, horizontal exits and outside exits to¬ 
gether with the exit connections leading thereto, and shall be arranged, located 
and constructed as required in this chapter. 

67-3.1. Exits from a story above or below grade shall consist of interior 
stairways except as otherwise required in this section. 

(a) Smokeproof Towers. A smokeproof tower may be used in lieu of any 
required interior stairway. At least one smokeproof tower shall be provided in 
every building, having a height exceeding 264 feet. 

(b) Horizontal Exits. A horizontal exit may be used in lieu of an interior 
stairway when there is not less than one interior stairway or outside exit in each 
fire area connected by the horizontal exit. 

(c) Escalators. An escalator may be used in lieu of one of three required 
interior stairways. 

(d) Exterior Stairways. Exterior stairways may be used in lieu of not 
more than 50% of the required interior stairways; provided, however, that the 
vertical distance from grade to the highest floor served by an exterior stairway 
shall not exceed thirty feet. 

(e) Ramps. Ramps complying with the requirements of section 67-12 may 
be used in lieu of any required stairway. 

(f) Slide pole. Slide poles as permitted by section 67-4. [Amend. Coun. J. 
3-18-55, p. 9787.] 

67-4. There shall be not less than two exits from every building, floor, space 
or room, except that one exit shall be permitted under the following conditions: 

(a) In all occupancies except Hazardous Use Units, one exit shall be per¬ 
mitted from any room having an area not exceeding 1,200 square feet and de¬ 
signed or used for an occupancy of not more than fifty persons. 

(b) In all occupancies one exit shall be permitted from any room or space 
having an area not exceeding 2,000 square feet and used exclusively for storage 
purposes with only incidental human occupancy. 

(c) In Single-Family Dwellings, one exit shall be permitted from any floor 
not more than one story above or below grade; provided that the area of such 
floor shall not exceed 1,500 square feet. 

(d) In Multiple Dwellings, one exit serving one family only shall be per¬ 
mitted from the first or second story, and one exit shall be permitted from a base¬ 
ment space provided that the area of such floor or basement shall not exceed 
800 square feet. 

(e) In Multiple Dwellings, one exit door shall be permitted to a public 
corridor from a dwelling unit having not more than five habitable rooms and 
having an area not exceeding 1,000 square feet. 

ft 






188 


Municipal Code of Chicago 


(f) In Multiple Dwellings, two stories high, except in buildings of Type 
m-C or IV-A or IV-B construction, one inside stairway from the second floor shall 
be permitted under the following conditions: 

(1) The second floor shall have an area not exceeding 4,000 square feet 
and shall contain not more than four dwelling units. 

(2) The stairway and public corridors leading thereto shall be enclosed 
by walls providing fire resistance of not less than one hour, and all openings 
in such walls shall be protected with doors having fire resistance not less 
than a solid wood door one arid three-fourths inches thick. 

(3) The stairway shall lead directly to an outside exit at grade. 

(4) The stairs shall be constructed of non-combustible materials. 

(5) The distance to the stairway from the exit door of any dwelling 
unit shall not exceed twenty feet. 

(g) In Multiple Dwellings of Types I-A, I-B and I-C construction not more 
than four stories high, one stairway shall be permitted under the following con¬ 
ditions : 

(1) No floor served by such stairway shall have an area exceeding 4,000 
square feet nor shall contain more than four dwelling units. 

(2) The stairway shall be enclosed by walls providing fire resistance of 
not less than two hours, and all openings in such walls shall be protected 
with self-closing Class B fire doors. 

(3) The stairway shall lead directly to an outside exit at grade. 

(4) The stairway shall extend to the roof from which there shall be 
access to an adjoining roof of another building of the same occupancy, height 
and construction type and having a similar stairway arrangement. 

(5) The distance to the stairway from the exit door of any dwelling unit 
shall not exceed twenty feet. 

(h) In Multiple Dwellings and Business Units of Types I-A, I-B or I-C con¬ 
struction not more than eight stories in height, one smokeproof tower shall be 
permitted under the following conditions: 

(1) No floor above the first floor shall have an area exceeding 6,000 
square feet nor shall contain more than eight dwelling units. 

(2) Public corridors leading to the smokeproof tower shall be enclosed 
by walls providing fire resistance of not less than two hours, and all openings 
in such walls shall be protected with Class C fire doors. 

(i) In fire stations one inside stairway shall be permitted from the second 
floor where there are not less than two slide poles in addition thereto. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-18-55, p. 9787; 12-23-57, p. 7029.] 

67-5. The arrangement and location of exits shall comply with the provisions 
of sections 67-5.1 to 67-5.4, inclusive. 

67-5.1. There shall be no obstruction in any exitway that may hamper travel 
and evacuation. 

67-5.2. Where more than one means of exit is required from any room, 
space or floor of a building, they shall be arranged as remote as practicable from 
one another. 

67-5.3. Vertical exits in Institutional and Assembly Units shall be arranged 
as to discharge occupants at grade level in the direction of travel to the outside. 

67-5.4. Required exits in a building or structure shall provide continuous 
and uninterrupted means of egress from one story to another and to an outside 
exit. 


67-6. The travel distance to exits shall comply with the provisions of sec¬ 
tions 67-6.1 to 67-6.5, inclusive. 

67-6.1. Travel distance is defined as the distance from a point in a floor of 
a building to a vertical exit, a horizontal exit or an outside exit measured along 
the line of travel, except that in one-story Low or Moderate Hazard Industrial 
and Storage Units, travel distance may be considered as the distance from any 
point to an aisle, passageway or other exit connection. [Amend. Coun. J. 3-14-57, 
p. 4431.] 
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67-6.2. Travel distance shall be measured from the most remote point in 
any floor except as follows: 

(a) When a floor of a Residential or Business Unit is subdivided and con¬ 
tains a public corridor enclosed by walls providing fire resistance of not less than 
one hour, travel distance may be measured from a door leading from a room or 
space to such corridor. In no event, however, shall the travel distance from the 
most remote point in a floor exceed 150 per cent of the maximum distances re¬ 
quired in sections 67-6.3 and 67-6.4. 

67-6.3. Except as provided in section 67-6.4, travel distances shall not ex¬ 
ceed the following: 


Residential Units 

100 ft. 

Institutional Units 

100 ft. 

Assembly Units 


grade floors 

150 ft. 

other floors 

100 ft. 

Open Air Assembly Units 

150 ft. 

Business Units 

150 ft. 

Mercantile Units 

150 ft. 

Industrial Units 

150 ft. 

Storage Units 

150 ft. 

Hazardous Use Units 

75 ft 


67-6.4. In a building equipped throughout with an approved system of auto¬ 
matic sprinklers, the maximum travel distance in a Business, Mercantile, In¬ 
dustrial or Storage Unit may be fifty per cent greater than that established in 
section 67-6.3. 

67-6.5. The maximum travel distance to an exit from the end of a corridor 
shall be not more than fifty per cent of the travel distance permitted in sections 
67-6.3 and 67-6.4, except that in Type 1 Schools, such distance shall not exceed 
twenty feet. 

67-7. The width of exits shall comply with the provisions of sections 67-7.1 
to 67-7.5, inclusive. 

67-7.1. Exit facilities shall be provided for the normal number of persons 
for which a floor area or part thereof is designed. In no case, however, shall the 
occupancy content be computed at a rate less than that established in section 
48-13. 


67-7.2. The unit of exit width, used as a measure of exit capacity, shall be 
twenty-two inches. Twelve inches clear width added to one or more units shall be 
considered as one-half unit of exit width. 

67-7.3. (a) The width of doors shall be taken as the nominal width of the 

door leaf. The reduction of clear width of doorway opening resulting from door 
stops and thickness of door leaf when open shall not exceed two inches for each 
unit of exit width. 

(b) The width of stairs shall be the clear width between walls, railings or 
newel posts. Handrails may project not more than four inches on each side into 
the required width. When doors open onto a stair landing, seventy-five per cent 
of the required exit width shall be maintained beyond the edge of such door 
when opened in any position. 

(c) The width of corridors shall be the clear, unobstructed width. Doors 
opening into a required exit corridor shall not restrict the required width when 
opened in any position. 

67-7.4. (a) Occupants per Unit Exit Width. The capacity of exits, except 

in Assembly Units and in Open Air Assembly Units, shall be computed as follows: 

(1) Stairs and other vertical exits except smokeproof towers: 40 per¬ 
sons per unit of exit width. 
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(2) Smokeproof towers: 60 persons per unit of exit width. 

(3) Doorways, outside exits, horizontal exits and exit connections: 60 
persons per unit of exit width. 

(b) Assembly Units. In Assembly Units the capacity of exits shall comply 
with the requirements of chapter 54. 

(c) Open Air Assembly Units. In Open Air Assembly Units the capacity 
of exits shall comply with the requirements of chapter 55. 

(d) Automatic Sprinklers. In buildings equipped throughout with an ap¬ 
proved system of automatic sprinklers, the capacity of exits as established in 
this section may be increased fifty per cent. 

(e) Vertical Exits. The total width of vertical exits at any point shall be 
based on the requirements of the floor having the largest occupancy content 
which is served by such vertical exits. The required width of vertical exits serving 
more than one floor shall not be cumulative except as' required by the provisions 
of chapter 54 for Assembly Units and chapter 55 for Open Air Assembly Units. 
Under no circumstances shall stairways decrease in width in the line of travel. 

(f) Grade Floor Exits. The width of outside exits at grade shall be de¬ 
termined by the required width of vertical exits discharging on the grade floor 
plus the exit width required for the grade floor occupancy content. 

(g) Mezzanine Floors. The occupancy content of a floor shall include the 
occupancy content of all mezzanine floors discharging thereon. 

67-7.5. The width of required exits shall comply with the requirements of 
section 67-7.4 as to capacity, but in no case shall such width be less than the 
minimum widths required in this section. 

(a) Doors. All doors required as exits shall be not less than thirty-six 
inches wide with the following exceptions: 

(1) In all occupancies, exit doors from rooms or spaces having a 
capacity not exceeding twenty persons shall be not less than twenty-eight 
inches in width. 

(2) In Residential Units, exit doors serving only one dwelling unit shall 
be not less than thirty-two inches in width. 

(3) In Institutional Units, exit doors from rooms and spaces serving 
bed-ridden patients shall be not less than forty-four inches in width. 

(b) Stairs and Corridors. All stairs and corridors required as exits shall 
be not less than forty-four inches in width with the following exceptions: 

(1) In all occupancies, stairs and corridors serving not more than forty 
persons per story shall be not less than thirty-six inches in width. 

(2) In Residential Units, stairs and corridors serving only one dwelling 
unit shall be not less than thirty-six inches in width. 

(3) In Residential Units, basement stairs serving only one dwelling unit 
shall be not less than thirty inches in width. 

(4) In Institutional Units, corridors required as exits for patients shall 
be not less than sixty inches in width. 

(5) In Type 1 Schools, corridors required as exits from classrooms, 
study rooms or assembly rooms shall be not less than sixty inches in width. 

67-8. (a) All outside exits at grade floor level shall lead to a public way 

directly or by way of a yard, court or fire-resistive passageway enclosed with 
walls, floors and ceiling providing fire resistance of not less than two hours. The 
width of such yards, courts or passageways shall be not less than the width of 
any exit leading thereto. When a yard, court or passageway serves more than 
one exit, the width shall be increased cumulatively in the direction of exit travel. 

(b) Where the grade floor is not more than six feet above the ground level 
outside the building, access from an outside exit to a public way, yard or court 
may be by way of an outside platform having a dimension in the direction of 
travel of not less than four feet and connecting to grade level with outside steps 
having treads, risers and railings, required in section 67-10. In determining 
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requirement® for outside exits, terraces extending not less than twenty feet from 
a building wall may be considered as constituting grade. 

67-9. All doors required as a means of exit shall comply with the provisions 
of sections 67-9.1 to 69-9.3, inclusive. 

67-9,1. All doors required as exit doors shall swing in the direction of exit 
travel with the following exceptions: 

(a) In Residential Units, doors serving one dwelling unit. 

(b) In Residential, Business and Mercantile Units, outside exit doors serving 
not more than fifty persons. 

(c) In Type 1 Schools, doors to corridors from classrooms having a capacity 
not exceeding fifty persons, provided that there are direct exits to the outside 
from such classrooms. 

(d) In Business Units, doors to corridors from offices having a capacity not 
exceeding 100 persons. 

(e) In all other occupancies, except Hazardous Use Units, doors to cor¬ 
ridors from rooms having a capacity not exceeding fifty persons. 

Doors, when open, shall not project into a public way. 

67-9.2. (a) All doors used in connection with exits shall be so arranged as 

to be readily opened without the use of a key from the side from which egress 
is made. 

(b) In Assembly Units, exit doors serving more than 200 persons shall be 
equipped with approved latches or bolts which release under a pressure of fifteen 
pounds. 

(c) In rooms of Institutional Units used as jails or similar places of detention 
for more than ten persons, approved releasing devices with remote control shall 
be provided for emergency use. 

67-9.3. Revolving doors may be used as required exits in Residential, Busi¬ 
ness and Mercantile Units under the following conditions: 

(a) Revolving doors shall be of an approved type. 

(b) Revolving doors shall be used only as outside exits at grades. 

(c) Revolving doors shall constitute not more than fifty per cent of required 
outside exits. 

67-10. All stairways required as exits shall comply with the provisions of 
sections 67-10.1 to 67-10.6, inclusive. 

67-10.1. (a) In Institutional and Assembly Units the maximum height of a 

riser shall be seven and one-half inches and the minimum width of a tread, ex¬ 
clusive of nosing, shall be ten inches. 

(b) In other occupancies the maximum height of a riser shall be eight 
inches, and the minimum width of a tread, exclusive of nosing, shall be nine 
inches. The width of a tread, including nosing, shall be not less than ten inches. 

(c) The height of two risers plus the width of one tread shall equal not less 
than twenty-four inches nor more than twenty-seven inches. 

(d) Winders shall not be permitted in stairs required as exits except in 
Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings. The width of a tread of a winder 
measured at a distance of eighteen inches from the inside railing shall be not 
less than nine inches nor less than the treads of the flight below or above the 
winding section. 

67-10.2. (a) The maximum vertical rise of a flight between floors, between 

landings or between a floor and a landing shall not exceed nine feet in Assembly 
Units nor twelve feet in all other occupancies. 

(b) The length of a landing in the direction of travel shall be not less than 
the width of the stairs, but need not exceed four feet in a stair of any width. 
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(c) Except in Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings, no flight shall have 
less than two risers. 

67-10.3. (a) All stairways shall have walls, railings or guards on both sides 

and shall have handrails on both sides except as follows: 

(1) Stairs less than forty-four inches wide may have a handrail on one 
side only. 

(2) Intermediate handrails, continuous between landings, shall be pro¬ 
vided where required to provide a lateral distance between handrails not 
exceeding eighty-eight inches. 

(b) In Assembly Units every handrail mounted on a wall shall have its ends 
returned and joined to the wall. 

67-10.4. Stairs, other than those in Single-Family and Two-Family Dwell¬ 
ings or serving only one dwelling unit in a Multiple Dwelling, shall comply with 
the following construction requirements: 

(a) Stairs shall be constructed entirely of non-combustible materials in the 
following buildings: 

(1) Buildings of Types I-A, I-B, I-C and II construction. 

(2) Buildings of Institutional and Assembly Units except Churches. 

(3) Buildings of all occupancies four stories or more in height or having 
an occupancy content of more than forty persons above or below the grade 
floor level. 

(b) The under side of stairways of combustible construction shall be pro¬ 
tected to provide fire resistance of not less than one hour. 

(c) Stairs shall be constructed with solid risers, treads and platforms except 
that open risers may be used for stairways constructed of non-combustible ma¬ 
terials serving as exits from boiler rooms and other mechanical equipment areas. 

(d) The finished surface of treads and landings shall be of materials which 
will not cause danger of slipping. 

(e) No closet or storage space shall be located beneath stairs. 

67-10.5. Enclosures of stairways shall comply with the requirements of 
section 62-3.2. 


67-10.6. In Residential Units, stairways serving not more than two dwelling 
units shall have a clear headroom of not less than six feet eight inches. In all 
other occupancies the clear head room shall be not less than seven feet. 

67-11. A smokeproof tower shall consist of an enclosed stairway accessible 
only from a vestibule or balcony having openings to the outside or to an interior 
smoke shaft as hereinafter provided. Smokeproof towers shall conform to all 
applicable requirements for interior stairs and with the provisions of sections 
67-11.1 to 67-11.6, inclusive. 

67-11.1. (a) Stairways shall be constructed entirely of non-combustible 

materials and shall be enclosed by walls providing fire resistance of not less 
than three hours. 

(b) There shall be no openings in ^lls separating the enclosure from the 
interior of the building. Openings in an exterior wall of the enclosure shall be 
permitted only when such openings are located not less than thirty feet from 
any opening in the walls of the same building or an adjacent building. Such 
openings in an exterior wall shall be protected by fixed or automatic fire windows 
or shutters. 

(c) The bottom of an enclosure and the top of an enclosure shall be of 
construction providing fire resistance of not less than three hours. 
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67-11.2. Access to the stairway at each story shall be through a vestibule 
or balcony complying with the following requirements: 

(a) Except when an interior smoke shaft is provided, the vestibule or 
balcony shall be located on an exterior wall not subject to a severe fire exposure 
hazard. 

(b) Every vestibule or balcony shall have an opening to a public way, yard 
or court or to an interior smoke shaft complying with the requirements of sec¬ 
tion 67-11.6. 

(c) Such openings shall have an area not less than one-half the area of the 
exit doors leading from the buildings to the vestible or balcony and shall be 
located not less than four feet above the floor and not more than six inches 
below the ceiling of the vestibule or balcony. Unless such opening faces a public 

yard or court not less than forty feet wide, the opening shall be protected 
with a fire shield complying with the requirements of section 67-11.3. In any 
case, the yard or court shall have a minimum width of twenty feet and a mini¬ 
mum area of 400 square feet. 

(d) The floors, walls and ceilings of all vestibules or balconies shall be 
of construction providing fire protection of not less than three hours. 

(e) When openings are protected by fire shields, the level of the vestibule 

or balcony floor shall be at the level of the floor of the building which it serves 
or shall be accessible therefrom by ramps having a grade of not more than one 
in ten. When openings are not protected by fire shields, the vestibule or balcony 
floor shall be so placed as to prevent the possibility of blocking the doors by 
snow or ice but shall be not more than seven and one-half inches below the level 
ot any story. In no case shall there be any step from the vestibule or the balcony 
to the stair enclosure. J 

67-11.3. When fire shields are provided to protect exterior openings of 
balconies or vestibules, such fire shields shall comply with the requirements of 
this section. 

(a) Fire shields shall comply with all applicable requirements for fire win¬ 
dows as provided m section 65-6. 

(b) Fire shields shall have an opening sash having a clear area not less 
than as required m section 67-11.2(c), arranged to open automatically in case 

l n 1 t0 th f * u ]! mit and to be held securely in such open position. Provision 
shall be made for the manual opening or closing of the sash. 

(c) The automatic opening of the sash shall be actuated by approved de¬ 
vices located inside the building within five feet of the door from thebuilding to 
the vestibule or balcony and located also on the ceiling of the vestibule or 
balcony. Such devices shall be designed to operate as a result of rate of tem- 

Faturenheit Se ^ When the surrounding air caches a temperature of 120 degrees 

67-11.4. (a) The openings from the building to the vestibule or balcony 

with elf^closing dass B°fire ^ioors. t0 ** enclosure sha11 be Protected 

. < b > All windows of the building or structure facing on a yard or court 

within thirty feet of the vestibule or balcony shall be protected with class E fire 
doors fire windows, fire shutters or other approved opening protectives comply¬ 
ing with the requirements of section 62-2.4. 6 F p y 

v 67-11 3. The smokeproof tower shall terminate at grade level and shall 
have access directly to a public way, to an open area leading to a public wav or 

n^t^ eX fl COrnd ° r * leadmg t0 a public way whJ ch is enclosed with construction 
providing fire resistance as required for the stairway enclosure. 

67-11.6. Every interior smoke shaft used in connection with an entrance 
vestibule or balcony of a smokeproof tower shall be at least five feet wide at 
every point and shall be open and unobstructed over an area of not less than 
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fifty square feet from its bottom to the sky; provided, however, that such shaft 
may be covered with a roof if the walls below such roof are open to the outside 
air on all sides with a total open area of not less than 100 square feet. The 
smoke shaft shall be separated from all other parts of the building by con¬ 
struction providing fire resistance of not less than four hours. There shall be 
no openings from the building into the smoke shaft except the required openings 
from the vestibules or balconies. 

67-12. Ramps required as a means of exit shall comply with all applicable 
requirements for interior stairs and with the provisions of sections 67-12.1 to 
67-12.3, inclusive. 

67-12.1. Ramps used in lieu of stairs shall have a grade of not more than 
one in eight. 


67-12.2. Ramps having a grade greater than one in ten shall have hand¬ 
rails as required for stairs. 

67-12.3. Every ramp having a grade more than one in twelve shall have a 
non-slip surface. 

67-13. Horizontal exits shall consist of doorways through a fire wall or 
bridges or balconies connecting to other buildings or separate fire areas of the 
same building complying with the provisions of sections 67-13.1 to 67-13.3, in¬ 
clusive. 


67-13.1. The floor area on either side of a horizontal exit shall be sufficient 

to accommodate the occupants of both floor areas served, based on not less than 
three square feet per person. 

67-13.2. (a) Doors shall comply with all requirements for doors to stair 

enclosures except that when opening through a fire wall they shall provide fire 
resistance for such openings as required in section 62-1. 

(b) Doors shall swing in the direction of the required exit travel. 

67-13.3. (a) Bridges and balconies shall be constructed of non-combustible 

materials with solid floors. Railings shall comply with the requirements for rail¬ 
ings of outside stairs. 

(b) All exterior wall openings within a distance of fifteen feet from balconies 
or bridges shall be protected by fire doors, fire windows or fire shutters as 
required in secion 62-2. 

67-14. Escalators serving as a required means of exit shall comply with 
the requirements of chapter 79 and with the requirements of sections 67-14.1 to 
67-14.5, inclusive. 

67-14.1. Escalators shall comply with all applicable requirements of in¬ 
terior stairways as provided in section 67-10. 

67-14.2. Escalators shall be of the horizontal tread type operating in the 
direction of travel. 

67-14.3. An escalator flight shall have a vertical travel of not more than 
thirty-five feet. 

67-14.4. The angle of inclination of an escalator shall not exceed thirty 
degrees from the horizontal. 

67-14.5. Escalators serving as required exits shall be enclosed and pro¬ 
tected as required for stairways in section 62-3. 

67-15. Exterior stairs required as a means of exit shall comply with all 
applicable requirements for interior stairs and with the provisions of sections 
67-15.1 to 67-15.4, inclusive. 
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67-15.1. Solid risers shall not be required. Treads and landings shall be 
solid except for openings required for drainage. 

67-15.2. Except in Residential Units, all openings within fifteen feet of an 
exterior stair shall be protected with fire doors, windows or shutters complying 
with the requirements of section 62-2. 

67-15.3. Exterior stairs shall be built permanently to the ground without 
counter-balanced or movable sections. 

67-15.4. Exterior stairs shall be constructed entirely of non-combustible 
materials in the following buildings: 

(a) Buildings of Types I-A, I-B, I-C and II construction. 

(b) Institutional Units. 

67-16. Fire escapes, when permitted, shall comply with the provisions of 
sections 67-16.1 and 67-16.2. 

Fire escapes shall not be permitted except where such exits now serve exist¬ 
ing buildings and except as approved by the commissioner of buildings for 
existing buildings where additional exits are necessary and conditions do not 
permit the use of more adequate exit facilities. 

67-16.1. Fire escape stairways shall conform, insofar as possible, with the 
requirements for interior stairways in section 67-10, except as otherwise required 
in this section. 

(a) The width of a fire escape stairway shall be not less than twenty-four 
inches. The maximum riser shall be eight inches, and the minimum width of 
tread, exclusive of nosing, shall be nine inches. 

(b) Location. 

(1) Every fire escape stairway shall be located outside the building on 
a wall facing a public way or an open space having an unobstructed exit to 
a public way at grade. 

(c) Counter ■‘balanced Sections. A counter-balanced section may be used 
for the bottom flight of any fire escape stairway and shall be used when such 
fire escape stairway projects over a public way. The vertical height of a counter¬ 
balanced section shall not exceed fourteen feet and have a minimum of twelve 
feet except when a counter-balanced section is used over any public way where 
the loading, unloading or passage of trucks or large semi-trailers is necessary, 
the minimum height shall be not less than fourteen feet. 

(d) Access to a fire escape stairway from the interior of a building shall 
be through a doorway flush with the floor and not less than thirty inches wide, 
except that access to a fire escape stairway serving not more than twenty per¬ 
sons may be through a window having an openable area not less than thirty 
inches wide by thirty-six inches high, located not more than twenty-four inches 
above the floor. 

(e) Construction . 

(1) Fire escape stairways shall be constructed entirely of non-com¬ 
bustible materials. 

(2) Fire escape stairways shall be designed to support a live load of 
not less than one hundred pounds per square foot. 

(3) Stair treads and landings shall be so constructed as to prevent 
accumulation of snow or ice, but the maximum dimension of any opening 
through such treads, landings or floors shall not exceed one and one-fourth 
inches. 

(4) Metal mesh or guard rails not less than forty-two inches high shall 
be provided on all unenclosed sides of fire escape stairways. 

(5) All metal structural members shall be adequately protected against 
corrosion and shall be scraped and painted at least once every three years. 

(f) Protection. All exterior wall openings within ten feet of a fire escape 
stairway shall be protected as provided in section 62-2. 

[Amended Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799.1 
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67-16.2. Other means of fire escape exit, including ladders or other devices, 
shall comply with such requirements as the commissioner of buildings ahull 
prescribe. All metal structural members shall be adequately protected against 
corrosion and shall be scraped and painted at least once every three years. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799.] 

67-17. All exit areas shall be adequately lighted by electricity. Except in 
single-family and two-family dwellings, such lighting shall be continuous during 
the time that conditions of occupancy require that the exit ways be open or 
available and the intensity of lighting required in section 67-17.1 is not provided 
by means of natural light. 

67-17.1. Normal intensity of lighting shall be not less than one foot candle 
per square foot on the floor surfaces of vertical exits and not less than one-half 
foot candle per square foot on the floors of other exits. 

67-17.2. Lighting on the floor of exit aisles in places of assembly, where 
theatrical, motion picture or other use requires darkened conditions, may be 
reduced to not less than one-tenth candle per square foot during the time of 
performance. 

67-17.3. Emergency lighting shall be provided in accordance with the re¬ 
quirements of chapter 88 of this code. 

67-18. Exit, stairway, fire escape and directional signs, illuminated by 
electricity, shall be installed and maintained in all existing buildings and build¬ 
ings hereafter erected, altered or converted, in accordance with the provisions 
of sections 67-18.1 to 67-18.7. 

67-18.1. Exit, stairway, fire escape and directional signs shall be installed 
to mark all ways of egress in the following buildings: 

(a) Multiple dwellings of the corridor type two stories or more in height 

(b) Institutional buildings two stories or more in height. 

(c) Assembly units. 

(d) Schools. 

(e) Open air assembly units with a capacity exceeding 250 persons where 
such unit is used at any time when natural light does not clearly indicate all 
means of egress. 

(f) Business units, mercantile units, industrial units, storage units, and 
hazardous use units over two stories in height; business units, mercantile units, 
industrial units, storage units and hazardous use units two stories or less in 
height having a ground area of ten thousand square feet or more. 

(g) Theatres. 

(h) Churches. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5759; 5-24-51, p. 318.] 

67-18.2. Every such sign shall consist of a flat sided glass globe, a rec¬ 
tangular 20 U. S. gauge sheet metal box provided with channels to hold a glass 
sign or a plastic edge glow type of sign, bearing the lettering hereinafter re¬ 
quired. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5759; 12-22-53, p. 6556.] 

67-18.3. Every such sign shall be internally illuminated by a ten watt or 
larger incandescent electric lamp. 

67-18.4. Exit signs shall be located over or immediately adjoining every 
opening to a horizontal means of egress or ramp leading out of a building; 
also over every opening leading from a public assembly room to a messanine 
floor, corridor or hallway. 

Stairway or exit signs shall be located at every stairway on every floor in 
existing buildings. In buildings hereafter erected stairway signs only shall be 
located at every stairway on every floor. 

Fire escape signs shall be located over or immediately adjoining every door¬ 
way or opening to a fire escape. 
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All such signs shall be clearly visible from all means of approach to such 
ways of egress. 

Directional signs shall be located where the path of exit travel or the loca- 
tion of the exit, stairway or fire escape is not clear and unmistakable due to 
bridges, tunnels, intersections of hallways, intervening partitions or turns in 
corridors. Such signs shall be located at every yard, court, passageway or other 
exterior space leading from any exit to a space serving as a way of departure 
from e yery theatre, public assembly building, hotel, school or church. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5759.] 


. ®l er y exi t stairway and fire escape sign shall bear the words 

EXIT , STAIRWAY” and “FIRE ESCAPE”, respectively, in block letters at 
least 4 V 2 inches high with 9/16 inch stroke. 

Every directional sign shall bear the word “EXIT” to indicate the direction 
of an exit, stairway or fire escape and shall bear a horizontal arrow pointed in 
the direction of travel. Lettering shall be in block letters at least 3% inches high 
with 9/16 mch stroke. The arrow shall be y 2 inch wide and as long as the 
lettering. 

AH such letters and arrows shall be red on a white translucent field. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5759.] 


67-18.6. Exit, stairway, fire escape and directional signs of luminous phos¬ 
phorescent material illuminated as hereinbefore required may be used in lieu of 
requirements of system II and in, as defined in sections 88-72 and 88-73 of this 
code, in all existing buildings and in buildings hereafter erected, altered, or con¬ 
verted, in accordance with section 88-78 of this code. 

Phosphorescent signs shall be made of materials which meet or exceed the 
specifications for luminous material and equipment (non-radioactive), electric 
lamp activated as hereinafter in this section set forth. No such sign shall be in¬ 
stalled or used until it has been tested as hereinafter specified in section 67-18.65 
by a laboratory equipped to make such tests and maintained by the city of 
Chicago as a testing laboratory or by any other qualified laboratory equipped 
to make such tests as herein provided and acceptable to and approved by the 

Chicago and until such laboratory has certified 
to the fire commissioner that such sign meets the requirements as set forth in 
section 67-18.65, upon which certification the fire commissioner shall approve 
such sign for installation subject to further inspection as hereinafter provided. 

No person shall sell or offer for sale, install or use any such phosphorescent 
sign until it has been approved by the commissioner as aforesaid. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 5-24-51, p. 318.] 


67-18.7. Normal illumination is hereby defined as that intensity of illumi- 
nation which provides not less than one foot candle at all points on stairways 
floors and paths of travel required to be illuminated by the provisions of thfo 


67-18.8. The provisions of sections 67-18.1 to 67-18.7 shall be enforced by 
the bureau of fire prevention. 

67-18.65. A. Classification. 

A-l. Form. Non-radioactive luminous-material shall be furnished in the 
following forms: 

Applied material (luminescent material with backing). 

B. Material and Workmanship. 

Material. All material shall be of the highest grade and free from 
any imperfections which may effect its serviceability under the most severe 
conditions. 

B-2. Workmanship. The workmanship shall be first class in every respect. 

C. General Requirements. 

C-l. Definitions. 
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C-la. Luminescent material. Luminescent material is that material which 
emits light not ascribable directly to incandescence and which is emitted without 
elevation in the temperature of the material. 

C-lb. Phosphorescent material. Phosphorescent material is identified as 
that material which, after exposure to a light source, either visible or invisible, 
will continue to emit light in the visible spectral range for an appreciable period 
of time after excitation of the material has ceased. 

C-lc. Microlumen. A microlumen is the total visible energy received by a 
square centimeter of surface when illuminated by a point source of unit candle 
power placed at a distance of 10 meters. 

C-ld. Microlambert. A microlambert is the unit of brightness used in this 
specification. It is the brightness of a perfectly diffusing and completely reflect¬ 
ing surface illuminated by 1 microlumen per square centimeter of surface. 

C-2. Shape and size of markings. When markings are required for report¬ 
ing certain characteristics or descriptive information, the characters shall be of 
such shape and size as to insure their legibility for the intended applications. 

D. Detail Requirements. Phosphorescent materials. 

D-l. Initial brightness . One minute after a 5-minute exposure to a tungs¬ 
ten incandescent light source providing 600 foot-candles uniformly on a smooth 
surface, to which three coats of the phosphorescent material have been applied, 
the material shall have a brightness of not less than 35 microlamberts. 

D-2. Rate of decay. Thirty minutes after removal of the light source 
described in paragraph D-l, the brightness shall be not less than 1.5 micro¬ 
lambert. One hour after removal of the light source, the brightness shall be 
not less than 0.5 microlambert. 

D-3. End brightness. Three hours after removal of the light source, de¬ 
scribed in paragraph D-l, the brightness shall be not less than 0.20 micro¬ 
lambert. 

D-4. Weathering. The material shall not show a reduction in brightness 
greater than 30 percent of the brightness values required by paragraphs D-l, 
D-2 and D-3 following 90 hours exposure in the salt-spray chamber described 
in paragraph E-2b (2) a. None of the phosphorescent' material shall show a 
tendency to peel, chip, discolor, or flake during this period. 

D-la. Applied material (phosphorescent material with backing ).— 

D-la. (1) General. The material shall meet the requirements of para¬ 
graph D-l, except as to number of coats, accessory equipment, drying, time, 
primer and hiding power. 

D-la. (2) Backing. The back material shall be of sufficient stiffness, 
thickness, and strength to retain its shape without bending or folding, regard¬ 
less of the method of mounting. Material which tends to curl shall not be 
used. The backing material shall have a minimum useful life equal to or greater 
than that of the nonradioactive luminous material applied to its surface. It 
shall be moisture-resisting, and shall be capable of resisting acid fumes and 
high humidity atmospheric conditions at temperatures up to 65° C. (149° F.). 
The backing used shall be suitable for outdoor use. After the weathering tests 
described in paragraph E-2b (2)a, the backing shall remain in a serviceable 
condition and shall show no signs of cracking, peeling or discoloring of the 
luminous coating from the backing. 

1. Method of Sampling, Inspection, and Tests. 

E-l. General. The methods of sampling, inspection and tests conducted 
upon non-radioactive luminous material, covered by this specification, shall be 
considered as falling in the following general classifications: 

Type or brand approval tests. (At designated laboratory). 

Inspection tests. (At place of manufacture). 

E-2. Type or brand approval tests. The type or brand approval tests 
shall comprise all those tests necessary to determine that the material is in 
strict accordance with the requirements of this specification. 
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E-2a. Nature of Tests .— 

E-2a. (1). Brightness . Brightness tests shall be conducted on the ma¬ 

terial for the purpose of determining the discharge characteristic and to deter¬ 
mine the period of useful life. Intensity of brightness shall be measured in 
accordance with the brightness requirements of paragraphs D-l and D-2 to 
determine the characteristics of the material as received and after the weather¬ 
ing tests. (See par. E-2b (2) ). 

E-2a (2). Weathering . Weathering tests shall consist of a determina¬ 
tion of the ability of the material to withstand an accelerated weathering con¬ 
dition which includes the simulated action of sunlight, rain, and fog. (See 
Par. E-2b) ). 

E-2b. Methods of Test .— 

E-2b. (1). Brightness. The brightness of luminescent materials covered 

by this specification shall be determined by the visual comparison method. 
This method consists of matching the brightness of a diffusely illuminated 
field of known brightness with the brightness of the surface under test, the 
brightness of the diffuse field being capable of being varied at will. The bright¬ 
ness of the diffuse field shall be determined by preliminary calibration against 
known primary standards of brightness. Thus, by comparing the brightness of 
the working standard with the brightness of the surface under test, its value in 
microlamberts can be determined. For the measurement of brightness of 1.5 
microlambert or above, a MacBeth illuminometer or outher suitable photometer, 
fitted with an optical filter of the proper color and density to match the color of 
luminescent radiation, shall be used. For lower brightness, the instrument de¬ 
scribed in paragraph E-2b (l)a shall be used. 

E-2b (l)a. Measurement of brightness of 'phosphorescence. 

Test equipment: 

MacBeth illuminometer or other suitable photometer. 1000-watt tungsten 
projector lamp operating at rated voltage of 110 volts. The lamp need not be new 
but should be capable of furnishing 600 foot-candles at a distance of 1^2 feet. 
Test Specimens: 

In applied form shall have an area of at least one square foot. 

Test procedure: 

After having been kept in darkness for a period of 24 hours prior to test, 
the test specimen shall be irradiated by 500 foot-candles of tungsten illumination 
for a period of 1 minute. After irradiation, brightness readings shall be taken 1 
minute after exposure and thereafter at the end of approximately 5, 10, 30, 60, 
120, 180 minutes, etc., after exposure. Readings shall be taken by an observer 
whose eyes have been dark-adapted for a period of at least 20 minutes. 

Low brightness measurements: 

The photometer shall be used for brightness measurements below 1.5 micro¬ 
lambert. In this instrument the photometric field is approximately 2 y 2 inches in 
diameter and is observed with binocular vision. The photometer shall be calibrated 
by placing a diffusing surface of known reflection power and illuminating it to a 
known brightness by varying the distance from a source of the desired color. 
The brightness of the source shall be determined close to the source of high levels 
of illumination by standard methods of photometry. The results obtained from a 
series of measurements of brightness of phosphorescent decay shall be plotted. 

E-2b (2). Weathering tests. 

E-2b (2)a. Weathering of phosphorescent material. 

Test equipment: 

A salt-spray chamber containing a sunlamp and “Corex window” assembly, 
equipped with a new S-l bulb for each 22 cycle test. 

A pump for forcing a stream of water against a rapidly rotating disk within 
the chamber. 

A salt dissolver. 

A motor-driven blower for forcing heated air into the chamber. 

Test procedure: 

The spray is produced when a stream of water strikes the rotating disk. The 
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••Corex” window shall be located directly above the disk so that the spray will 
wash the window and prevent the accumulation of salt due to evaporation of 
water caused by the head of the sunlamp. The specimen shall be mounted inside 
the chamber so^at the plane of the specimen is 12 inches from the bottom of 

the bulb. The specimen shall then be subjected to a °y c \ e 1 Thlg^con- 

k nercent salt solution and then a 10-minute blast of air at 140 F. lnese con 
ditions shall alternate for 10-minute intervals over the required^ test period. 
During the test period the samples shall be continuously irradiated with ultra- 
violet light from the S-l sunlamp. 

E-3. Inspection tests (at place of manufacture). Inspection at place 

of manufacture shall consist of selecting test samples and forwarding them to a 
designated approved laboratory for weathering the brightness tests. 

Form in which supplies: Quantity for Test. 

Applied material.1 square foot of each color. 

F-4 Insvection tests (at designated laboratory). Inspection tests at desig¬ 
nated laboratory s^^ conducted to determine whether the material is identi¬ 
cal with that which was initially given type or brand approval test and approved. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 5-24-51, p. 318.] 
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68-1. 

General 

68- 4. 

68-2. 

Floor loads 

68- 4.1. 

68-2.1. 

Uniformly distributed floor 

68- 4.2. 


loads 

68- 4.3. 

68-2.2. 

Reduction of uniformly dis¬ 

68- 4.4. 


tributed floor loads 

68- 4.5. 

68-2.3. 

Concentrated loads 

68- 4.6. 

68-2.4. 

Special loads 

68- 4.7. 

68-2.5. 

Impact loads 

68- 4.8. 

68-2.6. 

Partial loads 

68- 4.9. 

68-2.7. 

Partitions 

68-4.10. 

68-2.8. 

Posting of floor loads 

68- 5. 

68-3. 

Roof loads 

68- 5.1. 

68-3.1. 

Ordinary roofs 

68- 5.2. 

68-3.2. 

Special purpose roofs 

68- 6. 


Wind load 

Minimum design pressure 

Exterior walls 

Roofs 

Chimneys, tanks and towers 
Signs 

Flag poles 
Combined stresses 
Overturning and sliding 
Anchorage 

Stresses during erection 

Soil and hydrostatic pressure 

Walls 

Floors 

Other loads 


68-1. Buildings or other structures hereafter erected shall be designed and 
constructed to support safely the minimum design loads, including dead loads as 
required in this section, without exceeding the allowable stresses required in this 
code for the materials of construction in the structural members. 

68-2. Design floor loads shall be determined by the provisions of sections 
68-2.1 to 68-2.8, inclusive. 


68-2.1. The live loads assumed for purposes of design shall be the greatest 
combination loads that it is estimated will be produced by the intended occu¬ 
pancies or uses; provided that the live loads to be considered as uniformly di- 
tributed shall be not less than the values established in Table 68-2.1, with reduc¬ 
tions as permitted in section 68-2.2. 


TABLE 68-2.1. MINIMUM UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED FLOOR LIVE LOADS. 


Occupancy 


Minimum 
Live Loads 
(Lbs- per 
aq. ft.) 


A—Residential Units 

(a) Dwelling units or sleeping rooms. 

(b) Public Rooms ... 

(c) Public Kitchens . 

(d) Corridors 

(1) Serving dwelling units and sleeping rooms only. 

(2) Other . 

(e) Public Stairways . 

B—Institutional Units 

(a) Operating Rooms, private rooms and wards. 

(b) Kitchens . 

(c) Public spaces . 

(d) Corridors and stairways. 

C-l—Large Assembly Units and C-2—Small Assembly Units 
(a) Auditoriums, theaters and assembly halls 

(1) Fixed seats . 

(2) Movable seats . 

(3) Projection room . 

(4) Stage floor. 


40 

100 

75 

40 

75 

75 


40 

75 

75 

75 


60 

100 

100 

150 
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(5) Dressing rooms... 

(6) Gridiron floor grating . 

(b) Armories . 

(c) Courtrooms. 

(d) Dance halls, gymnasiums and dining rooms. 

(e) Libraries . 

(f> Kitchens .!!!!!”!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

(g) Aisles, corridors, lobbies, stairways and other public space. 

C-3—Schools. 


(a) Classrooms . 

<s. ^ (b) Laboratories . 

o\ . (c) Shops . 

^ , (d) Corridors and stairways 

D—Open Air Assembly Units 
All structures . 


E—Business Units 

(a) Offices . 

(b) Lobbies. 

(c) Laboratories . 

(d) Public rooms . 

(e) Corridors and stairways 

F—Mercantile Units 

All structures . 


G—Industrial Units 

All structures . 

H—Storage Units 

(a) Garages and parking facilities for passenger cars only 

(1) First floor . 

(2) Floors above first floor . 

(3) Roof deck when used for parking. 

(b) All other structures . 


I—Hazardous Use Units 

All structures . 

[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 


40 

60 

150 

75 

100 

60 

75 

100 


40 

75 

100 

100 


100 


50 

100 

100 

100 

75 


100 


100 


100 

50 

75 

100 


100 


68-2.2. (a) Permitted Live Load Reductions. Except as provided in para¬ 

graph 68-2.2. (b), the design live loads may be reduced as follows: 

(1) Columns, Walls and Piers. Columns, walls and piers shall be de¬ 
signed to carry not less than the following percentage of live floor loads of 
all floors above. 


Number of Floors 
Supported. 


Percentage of 
Live Loads. 


1 floor 85% 

2 floors 80% 

3 floors 75% 

4 floors 70% 

5 floors 65% 

6 floors 60% 

7 floors 55% 

8 or more floors 50% 


No reduction of roof loads shall be permitted. 


(2) Foundations. Foundations shall be designed for the same percent¬ 
age of live loads as required for the column, pier or wall bearing thereon. 

(3) Beams, Girders and Trusses. Beams, girders and trusses shall be 
designed to carry not less than the following percentage of live floor loads 
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established in section 68-2.1 based on the tributary floor area carried by the 
members. 

Percentage of 

Tributary Floor Area Live Loads. 

Not more than 100 100% 

More than 100 sq. ft. and not more than 200 sq. ft. 95% 

More than 200 sq. ft. and not more than 300 sq. ft. 90% 

More than 300 sq. ft. 85% 

No reduction of roof loads shall be permitted. 

(4) Loads. When the dead load exceeds the live load, the live loads 
specified in section 68-2.1 may be reduced to a load obtained by multiplying 
by the ratio of the specified live load to the dead load, but the live load so 

computed shall in no case be less than two-thirds of the live load as specified 

in section 68-2.1,. These reduced live loads are subject to all other provisions 
in chapter 68. This reduction in live load will not apply to ultimate strength 
method in .concrete design. 

(b) Exceptions tq Live Load Reductions. 

(1) Storage Uses. In rooms or spaces designed or used for storage pur¬ 
poses, the reduction of live loads shall not exceed one-half of the percentage 
reductions provided in paragraph 68-2.2. (a). 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 6-25-58, p. 7911.] 

68-2.3. In the design of floors, consideration shall be given to the effects of 
known or probable concentrations of load to which they may be subjected. Floors 
shall be designed to carry the specified uniformly distributed loads or the follow¬ 
ing minimum concentrated loads, whichever may produce the greater stresses. 
The indicated concentrations shall be assumed to occupy areas two and one-half 
feet square and to be so placed as to produce maximum stresses in the affected 


members. 

Floor Space. Load . 

Office floors . 2,000 lbs. 

Garages and parking facilities for 

passenger automobiles. 2,000 lbs. 


Garages for busses and trucks.(Not less than actual rear 

wheel load when fully loaded.) 

All trusses over garage floors shall be designed to support a concentrated load of 
not less than 2,000 lbs. suspended from any one panel point of the lower chord. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7797.] 

68-2.4. Driveways, sidewalks, spaces for storage of loaded or unloaded 
trucks or busses, and spaces to be occupied by tanks, tracks, or other special 
equipment shall be designed for the actual weight of the superimposed loads. 

68-2.5. The live loads required in this chapter may be assumed to include 
a sufficient allowance to cover the effects of ordinary impact. For special occu¬ 
pancies and loads involving unusual impacts, such as those resulting from moving 
machinery, elevators, craneways, vehicles, etc., provision shall be made by a 
suitable increase in the assumed live load. 

68-2.6. When the construction is such that the structural elements thereof 
act together as an elastic frame due to their continuity and the rigidity of the 
connections, the effect of such partial loading as will produce maximum stress in 
any member shall be provided for in the design. 

68-2.7. In office buildings or similar structures in which subdividing parti¬ 
tions may be erected, rearranged or relocated, the dead load of such partitions 
shall be assumed at not less than twenty pounds per square foot of floor area. 

68-2.8. (a) In every building or other structure, or part thereof, used for 

mercantile, industrial or storage purposes, the loads approved by the commis¬ 
sioner of buildings shall be marked on placards of approved design which shall 
be supplied and securely affixed by the owner of the building, or his duly author¬ 
ized agent, in a conspicuous place in each space to which they relate, provided, 
however, that such posting of floor loads shall not be required in buildings or 
portions thereof used exclusively for the production and distribution of elec¬ 
tricity, gas or steam. Application of such placard shall be accompanied by a 
certification from a licensed architect or registered structural engineer that he 
personally inspected the building and that he computed the safe load in conformity 
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with the provisions of this ordinance. Duplicate placards may be issued to re¬ 
place lost or destroyed placards where the building department has records of 
the safe floor load limits of the particular building without such certification 
upon payment of a fee in accordance with section 43-33 of this code. 

(b) Spaces in garages and parking facilities designed for the use of passen¬ 
ger automobiles only shall be placarded as follows: “This floor to be used for the 
storage of passenger automobiles only.” [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 5-28- 
58, p. 7797; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] ' 

68-3. Design roof loads shall be determined by the provisions of sections 
68-3.1 and 68-3.2. 

A 68-3.1. Roofs having a pitch of less than thirty degrees shall be designed 
for a live load normal to the roof surface (including snow load) of twenty-five 
pounds per square foot of roof area. Such live load may be neglected in the design 
of roofs having a pitch of thirty degrees or more, which shall be designed for 
wind pressures as required in section 68-4.3. 

68-3.2. Roofs used for terraces, promenades or similar uses shall be de¬ 
signed for a minimum live load of sixty pounds per square foot. Roofs to be used 
for other special purposes shall be designed for appropriate live loads as ap¬ 
proved by the commissioner of buildings. 

68-4. Wind loads shall be determined by the provisions of sections 68-4.1 to 
68-4.10, inclusive. 

68-4.1. Buildings or other structures shall be designed and constructed to 
withstand the horizontal pressures established in Table 68-4.1, allowing for wind 
for any direction. The height is to be measured above the average level of the 
ground adjacent to the building or structure. 


TABLE 68-4.1. MINIMUM DESIGN WIND PRESSURES FOR 
BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES. 



Height 

Zone (feet) 

Wind Pressure 
(lbs. per sq. ft.) 

Buildings 

Less than 

300 

Above 300 

20 

Add 0.025 lb. per foot for each 
foot above 300 

Towers, Tanks 
and Chimneys 

Less than 

200 

Above 200 

20 

Add 0.025 lb. per foot for each 
foot over 200 

Solid Signs 

Less than 

100 

Above 100 

30 

Add 0.025 lb. per foot for each 
foot above 100 

Open Signs 

For all 
heights 

Increase wind pressure estab¬ 
lished for solid signs by 1/3 


68-4.2. Every exterior wall shall be designed and constructed to withstand 
the pressures required in section 68-4.1, acting either inward or outward. 


68-4.3. (a) Outward Pressures. The roofs of all buildings or other struc¬ 

tures shall be designed and constructed to withstand pressures, acting outward 
normal to the surface, equal to seventy-five per cent of those established in Table 
68-4.1 for the corresponding height zone in which the roof is located and applied 
to the entire roof area. 

(b) Inward Pressures. Roofs with slopes greater than thirty degrees shall 
be designed and constructed to withstand pressures, acting inward normal to the 
surface, equal to those established in Table 68-4.1 for the height zone in which 
the roof is located and applied to the windward slope only. 

(c) Overhangs. Overhanging eaves and cornices shall be designed and con¬ 
structed to withstand upward pressures equal to twice those established in Table 
68-4.1. 
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68-4.4 Chimneys, tanks and towers shall be designed and constructed to 
withstand the pressures established in Table 68-4.1 applied to the projected 
vertical area multiplied by the following factors. 


Shape. Factor 

Square or rectangular structures. 1.00 

Hexagonal or octagonal structures . 0.80 

Round or elliptical structures. 0.80 


68-4.5. (a) Signs in which the projected area exposed to wind consists of 

seventy per cent or more of the gross area as determined by the over-all dimen¬ 
sions shall be classed as solid signs; those in which the projected exposed area is 
derived from open letters, figures, strips and structural framing members, the 
aggregate total area of which is less than seventy per cent of the gross area so 
determined, shall be classed as open signs. 

(b) All signs shall be designed and constructed to withstand the horizontal 
pressures shown in Table 68-4.1 applied to the projected exposed area, allowing 
for wind from any direction. 

68-4.6. All flag poles shall be designed to resist a wind pressure of one and 
one-half pounds per square foot of flag area applied at the top of the pole and 
an additional pressure of fifty pounds per square foot on the vertical projection 
of the pole. 

68-4.7. (a) For combined stresses due to dead, live and wind loads, the 

allowable stresses in materials may be increased one-third, provided the section 
thus determined is at least as strong as that required for dead and live load alone. 
Snow load shall be considered a live load. 

68-4.8. (a) Overturning. The overturning moment due to the wind load 

shall not exceed two thirds of the moment of stability of the building or other 
structure due to the dead load only, unless the building or other structure is 
anchored so as to resist the excess overturning moment without exceeding the 
allowable stresses for the materials used. 

(b) Sliding. When the total resisting force due to friction is insufficient to 
prevent sliding, the building or other structure shall be anchored to withstand 
the excess sliding force without exceeding the allowable stresses for the materials 
used. Anchors provided to resist overturning moment may also be considered as 
providing resistance to sliding. 

68-4.9. Adequate anchorage of the roof to walls and columns, and of walls 
and columns to the foundations to resist overturning, uplift and sliding shall be 
provided in all cases. 

68-4.10. Provisions shall be made for wind stress during erection of a build¬ 
ing or other structure. 

68-5. (a) Walls. In the design of basement walls and similar vertical 

or near vertical structures below grade, provision shall be made for the lateral 
pressure of adjacent soil. Allowance shall be made for possible surcharge from 
fixed or moving loads. When a portion, or the whole, of the adjacent soil is 
below a freewater surface, computations shall be based on the weight of the 
soil diminished by buoyancy, plus full hydrostatic pressure. 

(b) Floors. In the design of basement floors and similar horizontal or near 
horizontal construction below grade, the upward pressure of water, if any, shall 
be taken as the full hydrostatic pressure applied over the entire area. The hydro¬ 
static head shall be measured from the underside of the construction. Basement 
slabs reinforced or otherwise shall have a minimum thickness of four inches. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

68-6. (a) Railings. Stairway, balcony and other guard railings, both ex¬ 

terior and interior shall be designed to resist a horizontal thrust of 50 pounds 
per linear foot applied at the top of the railing. 

(b) Scuttles and Skylights. Scuttles and ribs of skylights shall be designed 
to support a concentrated load of 200 pounds occupying an area of two and one- 
half feet square and so placed as to produce maximum stresses in the affected 
members. 
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CHAPTER 69 

MATERIALS, METHODS AND TESTS 


69-1. Scope 

69-2. Used materials 

69-3. Classification of construction 


69-5. Tests 

69-5.1. Test specimens 

69-5.2. Tests of materials 

69-5.3. Tests of structural assemblies 

69-5.4. Conditions of acceptance 

69-5.5. Workmanship tests 

69-6. Prefabricated construction 

69-7. Exterior wall materials 

69-8. Welded construction 


materials 


69-3.1. Controlled materials 
69-3.2. Ordinary materials 
69-4. Accepted engineering practice 
69-4.1. Adopted standards 


69-1. The provisions of this section shall govern the quality and strength 
of materials and the methods of design and construction hereafter used in the 
construction of buildings and structures. Materials and methods of design and 
construction shall conform to the requirements of accepted engineering practice 
and the recognized standards consistent therewith. 

69-2. Unless otherwise required herein, used materials which meet the mini¬ 
mum requirements for new materials and all other special requirements of the 
code shall be permitted. 

69-3. All materials and methods used in the design and construction of 
buildings and structures shall be classified as “controlled materials” and “ordi¬ 
nary materials” as defined herein. 

69-3.1. Controlled materials as applied to the requirements of this code 
means a building, structure, or part thereof which has been designed or con¬ 
structed under the following conditions: 

(a) All controlled materials shall be selected or tested to meet the special 
strength, durability and fire resistance requirements upon which the design is 
based. 

(b) The design, preparation of working drawings, including details and con¬ 
nections, the checking and approval of all shop and field details and the inspection 
of the work during construction shall be under the supervision of a registered 
architect or structural engineer. 

The records of all tests, inspections and detail approvals shall be made 
available to the commissioner of buildings at all times during the progress of 
the work, and such records as he may designate shall be filed with the depart¬ 
ment of buildings. 

69-3.2. Ordinary materials are materials meeting the requirements of the 
code for minimum strength, durability and fire resistance for average materials, 
without special selection, testing and supervision, as required for “controlled 
materials.” 

69-4. The regulations, specifications, standards and tests of the technical 
organizations which are referred to in this code are hereby incorporated herein 
by such reference with the same effect as though set forth. Authenticated copies 
of all such regulations, specifications, standards and tests shall be kept on file in 
the office of the commissioner of buildings, available for public inspection and use. 

69-4.1. The following shall be deemed to represent, for the purposes of this 
code, accepted engineering practice with respect to the materials, equipment, 
systems and methods of construction respectively specified therein, except as 
otherwise specifically provided in this code or in any regulation adopted pursuant 
hereto. 

(a) Foundations. 

Piles—Timber. 

Piles—Welded and Seamless. 


Steel Pipe 


ASTM D25-52T 
ASTM A252-46 

_ i 
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Piles—Wood Preservative. 

Treatment Douglas Fir AWPA-C1-1956 

Southern Pine AWPA-C3-1954 

Creosoted Treatment AWPA-C12-1951 

(b) Masonry. 

American Standard Building Code. 

Requirements for Masonry- 

Miscellaneous Publication M174 USDC-1944 

(c) Wood. 

National Design Specifications for Stress— 

Grade Lumber and Its Fastenings 
Glues—for Laminated and Built-up Members 
Plywood—Douglas Fir 
Plywood—Hardwood 
Plywood—Western Hemlock 

(d) Reinforced Concrete. 

Building Regulations for Reinforced Concrete 

except for section 601 (b) and Appendix A600 ACI-318-1956 

(e) Reinforced Gypsum. 

Reinforced Gypsum Concrete ASA-A59.1-45 

(f) Steel and Metals. 

Specifications for Design. 

Fabrication and Erection of Structural Steel for Buildings 
Specification for the Design of 
Light Gauge Structural Members 
Standard Specification for Steel Joist Construction 

(g) Plastering. 

Including Requirements for Lathing and Furring 
Standard Specifications for Gypsum Plastering ASA-A42.1-1946 

Standard Specifications for Portland Cement Stucco 
and Portland Cement Plastering ASA-A42.2-1946 

ASA-A42.3-1946 

(h) Single Family Dwellings. 

Minimum Property Requirements for Properties of One 
or Two Family Living Units Located in the State of Illi¬ 
nois, Sections 402, 403, 406, 408 and 410 to 414 inclusive, FHA-1947 
except ‘Note* to, and paragraph 3 of, section 406-G shall 
not apply. See section 68-5(b) which excepts FHA requirement 406-E.- 
4a. 

(i) Abbreviations. 

ACI American Concrete Institute. 

AISC American Institute of Steel Construction. 

AISI American Iron and Steel Institute. 

ASA American Standards Association. 

ASTM American Society for Testing Materials. 

AWPA American Wood Preservers Association. 

FHA Federal Housing Administration. 

FS Federal Specifications. 

GA Gypsum Association. 

NBS National Bureau of Standards, Department of Commerce. 
NLMA National Lumber Manufacturers Association. 

SJI Steel Joist Institute. 

USDC United States Department of Commerce. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758; 10-8-52, p. 3243; 1-26-53, p. 4184; 5-28-58, 
p. 7799; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

69-5. Tests of structural materials when required shall comply with the 
provisions of sections 69-5.1 to 69-5.5, inclusive. 


AISC-1949 

AISI-1946 

SJI-1951 


NLMA-1944. revised 1953 
FS CG-496 
NBS-CS45-48 
NBS-CS-35-49 
NBS-CS122-45 
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69-5.1. The selection and construction of all test specimens and the details 
of test procedure herein shall conform to the applicable standards of authorita¬ 
tive testing agencies and laboratories. All test specimens and constructions shall 
be truly representative of the materials, workmanship and details to be normally 
applied in practice. 

69-5.2. (a) When the strength, durability, weather-resistance and other 

qualities of a material necessary to the conditions of its use have not been estab¬ 
lished by accepted engineering practice, or are in reasonable doubt, tests shall be 
made as hereinafter provided. 

(b) Tests of materials shall also be made where specifically required by the 
provisions of this code. 

(c) Materials, when required, shall be subjected to sustained and repetitive 
loading to determine resistance to fatigue, and to tests for durability and weather- 
resistance when applicable to the use of the material. 

(d) When not otherwise required in this code, the applicable standards and 
specifications of the American Society for Testing Materials shall be deemed 
accepted practice in the conduct of tests of materials, assemblies and systems. 

69-5.3. (a) When a structural assembly is not capable of design by ac¬ 

cepted engineering analysis, or when there is reasonable doubt as to its strength 
or stability, the safe load-bearing capacity of such structural assemblies shall be 
determined by tests acceptable to the commissioner of buildings. 

(b) Such tests shall simulate the loads and conditions of application to 
which the complete structure will be subjected in normal use. 


69-5.4. In evaluating the physical properties of structural assemblies, the 
structural requirements shall be based on the following conditions of acceptance. 

(a) Floor, Wall and Roof Transverse Tests. 

(1) Test Load. The test assembly shall sustain without failure, super¬ 
imposed loads equal to two and one-half times the design live load. 

(2) Deflection. Under design live load, the deflection shall be not 
greater than one three-hundred sixtieth of the span for plastered construc¬ 
tion and one two-hundred fortieth of the span for unplastered construction. 

(3) Residual Deflection. If the deflection is greater than the computed 
theoretical deflection after twenty-four hours under the total static test load, 
upon removal of the load the construction shall recover not less than three- 
quarters of the total test load deflection. 

(b) Wall and Partition Compression Tests. 

(1) Test Load. The assembly, both with and without window framing, 
shall sustain without failure, superimposed loads equal to two and one-half 
times the vertical design live loads. 

(2) Recovery. After twenty-four hours under the static test load, and 
after removal of the superimposed load, the specimen shall recover not less 
than one-half of all vertical and horizontal distortion and strain. 

(c) WaZZ Racking Tests. 

(1) Test Load. The assembly shall sustain the design live load without 
excessive distortion and not less than two and one-half times the design live 
load without failure. 

(2) Recovery. After twenty-four hours under the total static load, upon 
removal of the load, the construction shall recover not less than one-half of 
the total deflection. 

(3) Comparative Tests. When not available from existing authoritative 
test data, the building official may require comparative tests of standard 
traditional forms of construction assemblies of similiar dimensions and sizes, 
to assist in determining the adequacy of the new construction. 

(d) Concentrated Load Tests. Where design for concentrated loads is re¬ 
quired in section 62-8, floor constructions not capable of design shall be sub- 
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jected to a concentrated load test when such loading exceeds in stress effect the 
prescribed uniformly distributed load. 

69-5.5. (a) Whenever there is reasonable doubt as to the stability or struc¬ 

tural safety of a completed building or structure, or part thereof, for the in¬ 
tended use, the commissioner of buildings may require a load test of the building 
unit or portion of the structure. 

(b) Unless otherwise provided for in this code, the structure under con¬ 
sideration shall be subjected to a superimposed load equal to two times the design 
live load which shall be left in position for a period of twenty-four hours. If 
during the test, or upon removal of the test load, the structure shows evidences 
of failure, he shall order such reinforcement or modifications deemed necessary 
to insure adequacy of the structure for the rated capacity; or in lieu thereof, he 
may determine the safe load capacity to which the structure shall be limited. 

(c) The structure shall be considered to have successfully passed the test 
if the total deflection does not exceed the theoretical deflection computed by 
accepted engineering formulae, of if the total deflection exceeds the theoretical 
value, the structure shall be considered safe for the design load if it recovers 
seventy-five per cent of the maximum deflection within twenty-four hours after 
removal of the test load. 

69-6. (a) Definition . A prefabricated assembly is a building unit, the parts 

of which have been built up or assembled prior to incorporation in the building. 

(b) Performance Standards. Prefabricated construction shall comply with 
all requirements of this code and with accepted engineering practice as to struc¬ 
tural strength, fire resistance, weather resistance, durability, sanitation and other 
required qualities. 

(c) Tests. Tests shall be required as provided in section 69-5. The commis¬ 
sioner of buildings may also require, when not available from existing authorita¬ 
tive test data, comparative tests of standard types of construction for similar 
uses. 

69-7. Materials other than solid wood used for the outer surface of exterior 
walls shall be weather resistant and durable and shall not be subject to damage 
by continued exposure to moisture or frost. Such materials shall be not less 
resistant to moisture absorption than Grade MW clay or shale brick as deter¬ 
mined by the standard Specifications for Building Brick (ASTM C62-44). Veneers 
of metal shall be of non-corrosive materials or shall be protected on all sides with 
porcelain enamel of equally effective corrosion resistive treatment. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

69-8. When welded construction is used the owner or his representative 
shall furnish to the commissioner of buildings a certificate from a laboratory of 
recognized standing certifying that all welding of all structural members was done 
under its inspection and meets all requirements of the architect's or structural 
engineer’s design drawings and specifications, and further that all welders were 
certified by a laboratory of recognized standing. 

Upon completion of all structural welding operations, the contractor respon¬ 
sible for the fabrication and erection of the structure shall furnish to the com¬ 
missioner of buildings a certificate showing that the fabrication and erection of 
such welded structure, including those welds not inspected by the testing labor¬ 
atory, have fulfilled the requirements of the architect’s or structural engineer’s 
design drawings and specifications. 

[Passed. Coun. J. 12-29-58, p. 9324.] 
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CHAPTER 70 

FOUNDATIONS 


70-1. General requirements 
70-2. Borings, tests and bearing 
values of soils 

70-2.1. Classification of subsurface 
materials 

70-2.2. Soil investigation 
70-2.3. Borings 
70-2.4. Soil bearing values 
70-2.5. Field loading tests 
70-3. Footings 

70-3.1. Proportioning of footings 
70-3.2. Depth of footings 
70-3.3. Construction of footings 
70-4. Pile foundations—general 
requirements 

70-5. Allowable loads on piles 
70-5.1. Pile loads determined by 
driving formula 

70-5.2. Pile loads determined by load 
tests 

70-5.3. Load tests on piles 
70-5.4. Special consideration affecting 
allowable pile loads 
70-6. Timber piles 
70-6.1. Construction 
70-6.2. Cut-off of untreated piles 


70- 6.3. Treated piles 

70- 7. Precast concrete piles 

70- 7.1. Construction 

70- 7.2. Handling and driving 

70- 8. Cast-in-place concrete piles 

70- 8.1. Construction 

70- 8.2. Allowable stresses 

70- 9. Concrete-filled steel pipe piles 

70- 9.1. Construction 

70- 9.2. Allowable stresses 

70- 9.3. Durability 

70-10. Rolled structural steel pipes 

70-10.1. Construction 

70-10.2. Splices 

70-10.3. Allowable stresses 

70-10.4. Durability 

70-11. Special type piles 

70-12. Foundation columns 

70-12.1. Pipe 

70-12.2. Bearing 

70-12.3. Allowable loads and stresses 
70-13. Foundation piers or caissons 
70-13.1. Bells 

70-13.2. Allowable loads and stresses 
70-13.3. Tests 


70-1. (a) Every building or structure shall be supported on footings, piles, 

foundation columns, piers or caissons complying with the requirements of this 
section. 

(b) The encroachment of foundations on public property shall be governed 
by the provisions of section 77-2.1. 

70-2. Bearing values of soils, borings, and tests shall be governed by the 
provisions of sections 70-2.1 to 70-2.5, inclusive. 

70-2.1. Insofar as practicable, the following terms shall be used in the 
description and classification of sub-surface materials: 

(a) Solid Rock. Sound, unweathered limestone without visible voids, known 
to have a thickness of at least eight feet. 

(b) Soft Rock. Weathered or porous limestone, rock containing fissures, 
shale or other rock material not included under (a). 

(c) Boulders. Rounded to angular rock fragments having a least dimension 
not less than eight inches. 

(d) Gravel. Cohesionless aggregate of rounded to angular rock fragments 
ranging in size from one-quartefr inch to eight inches. 

(e) Sand. Cohesionless aggregate of rock fragments or grains ranging in 
size from 0.06 mm. to one-quarter inch. Deposits of sand shall be described as 
loose or compact. 


(f) Inorganic Silt. Cohesionless aggregate of grains ranging in size from 
0.002 mm. to 0.66 mm. Aggregate is non-plastic and consists of grains not dis¬ 
tinguishable by the naked eye. Deposits of inorganic silt shall be described as 
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loose or compact. A lump of the air-dried material has very little resistance to 
crushing. 

(g) Clay. Cohesive soil, plastic within wide range of water content. The 
consistency of a clay shall be defined by the strength of a fairly undisturbed 
cylinder whose length is from 1.5 to 2 times its diameter, as follows: 


Unconfined Compressive Strength 
—Tons per Square Foot 


Consistency 

Very soft 

Soft 

Stiff 

Tough 

Very tough 

Hard 


less than 0.35 
0.35 to 0.59 
0.60 to 0.99 
1.0 to 1.9 
2.0 to 3.9 
4.0 to 7.9 


(h) Hardpan. Cohesive or cemented material that offers great resistance to 
hand excavating tools. 

(i) Organic Soil. Soil containing significant percentage of partly or wholly 
decomposed organic matter. According to the character of the constituents, the 
terms organic clay, organic silt or peat shall be used. 

70-2.2. All applications for building permits for (1) the construction of a 
permanent structure, or (2) for the alteration of a permanent structure involving 
an increase in load on the foundations, or (3) for the underpinning of a structure, 
shall be accompanied by a statement from the architect or structural engineer 
as to the character of the soil, satisfactory to the commissioner of buildings. 
Where there is reasonable doubt as to the character or bearing capacity of the 
soil, the commissioner of buildings may require such borings, test pits or test 
loads as may be necessary to determine the actual conditions. 

70-2.3. (a) Whenever borings are required to determine the subsurface 

conditions, they shall be made in accordance with the requirements of this sec¬ 
tion. 

(b) All borings shall be made by a procedure that provides information 
capable of serving as a basis for the classification of the subsurface materials as 
specified in section 70-2.1. In particular, data shall be obtained to ascertain the 
consistency of clays. 

(c) The boring report shall contain a record of all strata encountered, in¬ 
cluding their color, texture and resistance to penetration or other measure of 
relative density or consistency. If intact samples are removed and tested, the 
results of the tests shall be added to the report. All materials encountered shall 
be classified in accordance with section 70-2.1. 

(d) The boring report shall contain the elevation of the ground surface with 
respect to city datum, the elevation of the water table and any other significant 
data concerning groundwater conditions. A plat showing the location of the 
borings with reference to a permanent coordinate system shall accompany the 
report. 

(e) The boring report shall indicate the type of drilling and sampling tools 
used, the size and depth of casing, the method of determining the relative density 
or consistency, and the reason for discontinuing boring operations. The date of 
beginning and of completion of each boring shall be recorded. 

70-2.4. (a) Except when determined by field loading tests or by analysis 

based on laboratory tests, or both, the maximum allowable pressure on the sup¬ 
porting soils at the bottom of the footings shall not exceed the values established 
in Table 70-2.4 (a). 
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TABLE 70-2.4 (a). BEARING VALUES OF SOILS 


Type of Soil 


Maximum 
Pressure Pounds 
per Square Foot 


Sand—compact and clean . 5,000 

Sand—silty and compact. 3,000 

Inorganic silt—compact. 2,500 

Clay—very soft . 500 

Clay—soft . 1,500 

Clay—stiff . 2,500 

Clay—tough . 3,500 

Clay—very tough . 4,500 

Clay—hard . 6,000 

Gravel . 6,000 

Hardpan . 12,000 

Solid rock . 200,000 

Organic soil . 0 

Filled ground or loam . 500 


(b) Exceptions to Allowable Bearing Values. 

(1) Variation in Soils. Where portions of the foundations of the same 
structure rest upon soils which vary substantially in bearing value, special 
provisions shall be made to prevent serious differential settlements which will 
impair the safety of the structure. 

(2) Where the bearing materials directly under a foundation overlie 
a stratum having smaller allowable bearing values, these smaller values shall 
not be exceeded at the level of such stratum. Computation of the vertical 
pressure in the bearing materials at any depth below a foundation shall be 
made on the assumption that the load is spread uniformly at an angle of 
sixty degrees with the horizontal. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the commissioner of buildings, bearing 
values greater than those required in section 70-2.4 may be used if analysis 
based on laboratory tests, field loading tests or other pertinent information 
demonstrate that the greater values will not lead to excessive settlement. 


70-2.5. (a) Whenever the bearing value of soil is in reasonable doubt or 

when it is desired to use soil bearing values in excess of those established in 
Table 70-2.4 (a), the allowable load on a bearing material may be determined by 
test in accordance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) Test Procedure. 

(1) A sufficient number of tests shall be made to determine the bearing 
value of the soil over the entire building site. 

(2) Each load test shall be an area of not less than four square feet, 
except that such tests on soils having a bearing capacity of more than 10,000 
pounds per square foot may be made on an area of not less than one square 
foot. 


(3) Loads shall be applied in increments not exceeding twenty-five per 
cent of the proposed safe load until the total load reaches 200 per cent of the 
proposed safe load. 

(4) The increments up to the proposed bearing value shall be applied 
at uniform intervals such that the proposed safe load is reached in not less 
than eight hours. This load shall remain until no measurable settlements 
shall occur in a period of sixteen hours. The total test load shall then be 
completed in not less than eight hours by adding equal increments at uniform 
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intervals. The total test load shall remain until no measurable settlement 
occurs in a period of sixteen hours. 

(5) Measurements of settlements before and after each increment of 
load shall be taken and recorded diagrammatically. 

(c) Conditions of Acceptance. The proposed safe load shall be approved if 
the following conditions are satisfied. 

(1) The total settlement under the proposed safe load shall not exceed 
three-eighths inch, and the total settlement under double the design load 
shall not exceed one inch. 

(2) The proposed safe load shall not cause pressure on any underlying 
soil stratum in excess of maximum pressures established in Table 70-2.4 (a). 

If the above conditions are not satisfied, the allowable safe load shall be deter¬ 
mined by selecting a reduced load from the load-settlement diagram* such that 
the above conditions are satisfied. 

70-3. Footings shall be provided under walls, piers or columns where re¬ 
quired to distribute their loads in accordance with the allowable bearing values 
of the supporting soils as provided in section 70-2. Footings shall comply with 
the provisions of sections 70-3.1 to 70-3.3, inclusive. 

70-3.1. Footings shall be so proportioned as to insure a minimum of un¬ 
equal settlement. 

70-3.2. All footings shall be carried to a depth of at least three feet six 
inches below the adjoining ground surface, except that a reinforced concrete slab 
foundation extending over the entire area below a one-story building shall be 
permitted at a lesser depth below the adjoining ground surface when so designed 
as to eliminate structural damage from frost action. 

70-3.3. (a) General. Footings shall be constructed of solid masonry or 

concrete with or without reinforcement and shall be so designed that stresses in 
the material used shall not exceed the maximum allowable stresses required in 
the following chapters of this code. 

(1) Reinforced concrete fottings, Chapter 73. 

(2) Plain concrete footings, Chapters 71 and 73. 

(3) Masonry footings, Chapter 71. 

(b) Masonry Footings. Footings constructed of solid masonry units shall 
have a depth at least twice the total projection beyond the wall or column base. 
When brick work in foundation walls is stepped to form a footing, the maximum 
offset for each course shall be one and one-half inches. 

(c) Steel Grillage Footings. When structural steel members are used in 
footing construction, such members shall be entirely encased by at least three 
inches of concrete, and the space between the members shall be entirely filled 
with cement grout. Stresses in steel members shall not exceed the allowable 
stresses required in chapter 74. 

70-4. (a) Minimum Spacing . 

(1) A wall supported by piles shall rest on not less than a double row 
of piles not less than one foot apart with the piles staggered on both sides 
of the wall centerline, unless connected to permanent construction which 
provides lateral support. 

(2) A column or pier supported by piles shall rest on not less than three 
piles unless connected to permanent construction which provides lateral 
support. 

(3) The minimum center-to-center spacing of piles shall be not less than 
twice the greatest diameter of a round pile, nor less than twice the diagonal 
dimension of a rectangular or rolled structural steel pile, nor less than two 
feet six inches. 
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(b) Pile Cape . Pile groups shall be capped with concrete properly designed 
to transmit the superimposed load to the pile group, in accordance with the 
requirements of chapter 73. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

70-5. The allowable loads on piles shall be governed by the provisions of 
sections 70-5.1 to 70-5.4, inclusive. The average compressive stress on any cross- 
section of a pile, under such portion of the design load as is carried to that sec¬ 
tion, shall not exceed the allowable value for the material as provided in chap¬ 
ters 72, 73 and 74. All concrete in piling shall have a minimum ultimate com¬ 
pressive strength of 3,000 pounds per square inch. 


70^5.1. For pile loads not exceeding twenty-five tons for timber piles, nor 
forty tons for concrete piles, concrete-filled steel pipe piles and rolled structural 
steel piles, the allowable pile loads may be determined by the value R obtained 
by one of the following formulas: 

(a) For piles or mandrels whose weight is equal to or less than the weight 
of the striking parts. 

(1) For single-acting steam hammers: 

2WH 

R=- 

S+0.1 


(2) For double-acting and differential steam hammers: 


in which: 


2E 

R=- 

S+0.1 


R—allowable pile load in pounds. 

W=weight of striking part of hammer in pounds. 

H=effective height of fall in feet. 

E=actual energy delivered by the hammer per blow in foot-pounds. 

S—penetration of pile per blow, in inches, determined under conditions ac¬ 
ceptable to the commissioner of buildings. 

(b) For piles or mandrels whose weight is greater than the weight of the 
striking parts. 


(1) For single-acting steam hammers: 

2WH (1-0.1 P) 

R=- _ 

S+0.1 W 


(2) For double-acting and differential steam hammers: 

2E (1-0.1 P) 

R=- — 

S + 0.1 W 


in which: 

P=weight of pile or mandrel in pounds. 
Other terms as defined in (a) above. 


70-5.2. For pile loads exceeding twenty-five tons for timber piles, or forty 
tons for concrete piles, concrete-filled steel pipe piles, and rolled structural steel 
piles, the allowable pile load shall be determined by control load tests as required 
in section 70-5.3. 


70-5.3. (a) The number of control test piles to be driven at a foundation 

site shall be determined by the structural engineer or architect by the degree of 
variation in soil conditions as indicated by the test borings at the site or other 
reliable information as described in section 70-2.2. 










Foundations 


215 


(b) A pile to be tested shall be loaded to at least double the proposed allow¬ 
able load, the load being applied in equal increments of not over twenty-five per 
cent of the proposed allowable load. The proposed allowable load shall be reached 
in not less than eight hours, and shall be maintained until no measureable settle¬ 
ment is observed in a period of sixteen hours. The total test load shall be reached 
in not less than eight hours after the first over-load increment is applied, and 
shall be maintained until no measurable settlement is observed in a period of 
sixteen hours. 

(c) Measurements of the settlements shall be taken and recorded imme¬ 
diately before and after each increment of load is added. In determining the 
settlement, proper deduction shall be made for elastic compression of the pile 
under test load. 

(d) The proposed allowable load shall be considered acceptable if the total 
net settlement under the total test load, after the elastic compression of the pile 
under the test load has been deducted, does not exceed 0.01 inch per ton of total 
test load. 

(e) The proposed allowable load, if shown to be acceptable under section 
70-5.3 (d), shall be allowable on all piles driven into the same soil conditions if 
the driving resistances are equal to or greater than that of the control test pile 
for the comparable driving distance, all other factors being equal. 

70-5.4. (a) Where the resistance of a pile is developed in or above a com¬ 

pressible soil layer, the settlement due to compression of this soil shall be con¬ 
sidered in the design. 

(b) Where piles are jetted into position, allowable loads shall be determined 
either by section 70-5.1 or 70-5.3. 

70-6. Timber piles shall comply with the provisions of sections 70-6.1 to 
70-6.3, inclusive. 

70-6.1. Timber piles shall be single pieces of timber of approved species 
containing no defects which will materially affect their strength or durability. 
Piles shall have an approximately uniform taper from butt to tip. A straight line 
from the center of the butt to the center of the tip shall lie within the body of 
the pile. Piles shall have a diameter at the tip of not less than six inches and a 
diameter at the cut-off of not less than ten inches for piles not more than twenty- 
five feet long, and not less than twelve inches for piles more than twenty-five 
feet long. 

70-6.2. All untreated timber piles shall be cut off at a level not elss than 
one foot below the permanent ground water level. 

70-6.3. Timber piles above permanent ground water level, shall be treated 
to prevent decay in accordance with accepted engineering practice as required by 
section 69-4. 

70-7. Precast concrete piles shall comply with the provisions of sections 
70-7.1 and 70-7.2. 

70-7.1. Piles shall be reinforced to resist both handling and driving stresses. 
The diameter or least lateral dimension of precast concrete piles shall be not less 
than eight inches, and at the top shall be at least two per cent of the length. 

Concrete protection of reinforcing shall be a minimum of one and one-half 
inches. 

70-7.2. Precast concrete piles shall not be handled nor driven until the 
minimum ultimate compressive strength of the concrete has attained a value of 
3,000 pounds per square inch, nor shall they be handled or driven in such a way 
as to affect materially the bearing capacity of the piles. 

70-8. Cast-in-place concrete piles shall comply with the provisions of sec¬ 
tions 70-8.1 and 70-8.2. 
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70-8.1. (a) Metal Casings. Permanent metal casings shall in all cases be 

used with cast-in-place concrete piles. Each casing shall be inspected before filling 
with concrete, and shall not be acceptable if the casing has buckled or otherwise 
been damaged in such a way as to affect materially the load-bearing capacity of 
the pile. 

70-8.2. The maximum compressive stress in cast-in-place concrete piles 
shall not exceed forty per cent of the ultimate compressive strength of the con¬ 
crete. Where the metal casing is y 8 inch or more in thickness and is of suitable 
shape, the pile shall be considered to be a concrete-filled steel pipe pile. 

70-9. Concrete-filled steel pipe piles shall comply with the provisions of 
sections 70-9.1 to 70-9.3, inclusive. 

70-9.1. (a) Steel Pipe. Steel pipe shall comply with the specifications of 

the American Society for Testing Materials for Welded and Seamless Steel Pipe 
Piles (A252-44). 

Pipe to be driven open-ended shall have a minimum nominal outside diameter 
of ten and three-fourths inches. Minimum nominal wall thickness for diameters 
less than fourteen inches shall be 0.25 inch. Minimum nominal wall thickness for 
diameters of fourteen inches or more shall be 0.375 inch. 

Pipe to be driven closed-ended shall have a steel end of approved design. 
Minimum nominal outside diameter shall be ten and three-fourths inches. Mini¬ 
mum nominal wall thickness for diameters less than fourteen inches shall be 
0.125 inch. Minimum nominal wall thickness for diameters of fourteen inches 
or more shall be 0.20 inch. If wall thicknesses are less than these values, the 
piles shall be considered as cast-in-place concrete piles. 

70-9.2. The maximum compressive stress in concrete shall not exceed forty 
per cent of the ultimate strength of the concrete. 

The maximum compressive stress in the steel pipe shall not exceed 12,000 
pounds per square inch. 

70-9.3. If the steel pipe is exposed to the air or other corrosive agents, one- 
sixteenth inch steel shall be deducted from the thickness of the metal in comput¬ 
ing the allowable load. If there are indications, at the site at which piles are to 
be used, that conditions exist which will cause serious deterioration of the piles, 
suitable approved protective measures against such deterioration shall be em¬ 
ployed. 

70-10. Rolled structural steel piles shall comply with the provisions of sec¬ 
tions 70-10.1 to 70-10.4, inclusive. 

70-10.1. The steel in rolled structural steel piles shall conform to the re¬ 
quirements of chapter 74, and shall be of “H” form. They shall comply with the 
following requirements. 

(a) The flange projection shall not exceed fourteen times the minimum 
thickness of metal in either the flange or the web. 

(b) The nominal flange width shall be not less than eight inches. 

(c) Flanges and webs shall have a minimum nominal thickness of three- 
eighths inch. 

70-10.2. Splices in rolled structural steel piles shall develop the strength of 
the pile in compression, tension, bending and shear. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, 
p. 5758.] 

70-10.3. The maximum compressive stress in the steel shall not exceed 
12,000 pounds per square inch. 

70-10.4. If the steel is exposed to the air or other corrosive agents, one- 
sixteenth inch shall be deducted from the thickness of the metal in computing 
the allowable load. If there are indications at the site at which piles are to be 
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used, that conditions exist which will cause serious deterioration of the piles, 
suitable approved protective measures against such deterioration shall be em¬ 
ployed. 


70-11. The use of types of piles not specifically mentioned in sections 70-6 
to 70-10, inclusive, including composite piles, and the use of piles under conditions 
not specifically covered shall be permitted, subject to compliance with the pro¬ 
visions of chapters 72, 73 and 74. 

70-12. Foundation columns shall consist of steel pipe shells extending to 
rock and completely filled with concrete with or without steel reinforcement or 
cores. Foundation columns shall comply with the provisions of sections 70-12.1 to 
70-12.3, inclusive. 

70-12.1. The pipe shall comply with the American Society for Testing Ma¬ 
terials specifications for Welded and Seamless Steel Pipe Piles (A252-44) and 
shall have a minimum thickness of 0.30 inch. The nominal diameter of pipe shall 
not be less than twenty-two inches. 

70-12.2. Foundation columns shall extend to solid rock, as defined in sec¬ 
tion 70-2.1 (a). 

70-12.3. (a) If the base of the foundation column is less than one foot 

below the surface of the solid rock, the bearing load on solid rock shall not 
exceed one hundred tons per square foot or the value determined by tests as 
provided in section 70-2.5. 

(b) If the base of the foundation column is one foot or more below the sur¬ 
face of the solid rock, the allowable bearing value may be increased twenty per 
cent for each foot of depth greater than one foot, but shall not exceed two hun¬ 
dred tons per square foot. 

(c) When the column extends through a layer of unstable soil, the maximum 
design load shall be computed as a column with an unsupported length equal to 
the depth of the unstable layer of soil, plus four times the diameter of the 
column. 

70-13. Foundation piers or caissons shall be of concrete with or without 
steel reinforcement, extending to solid rock or to hardpan and complying with the 
provisions of sections 70-13.1 to 70-13.3, inclusive. 

70-13.1. Piers or caissons bearing on hardpan may be belled to increase 
load carrying capacity, provided that such bell shall be at least twelve inches 
thick at its edge and that the sides shall slope at an angle of not less than sixty 
degrees with the horizontal. 

70-13.2. (a) The allowable bearing value shall be the bearing capacity of 

the hardpan or rock as provided in section 70-2.4 (a). 

(b) The load used in determining the areas of the pier and of the belled 
bottom shall be the load supported at the top of the pier. 

70-13.3. (a) Hardpan. Where piers are to be supported on hardpan, the 

thickness of the hardpan strata shall be determined by borings extended not less 
than six feet below the bottom of the pier. 

(b) Rock. When piers extend to bed rock, the thickness of the solid rock 
strata shall be determined by borings extended not less than eight feet into solid 
rock. The rock bottom of not less than ten per cent of the total number of piers 
evenly distributed over the site shall be so drilled. 
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CHAPTER 71 

MASONRY CONSTRUCTION 


71-1. General 

71-3. 

Reinforced brick masonry 

71-2. Grouted brick masonry 

71-3.1. 

General 

71-2.1. Definition 

71-3.2. 

Construction 

71-2.2. Construction 

71-3.3. 

Allowable stresses 

71-2.3. Allowable stresses 

71-3.4. 

Design 


71-1. Masonry design and construction shall be in accordance with the pro¬ 
visions of the American Standard Building Code Requirements for Masonry, 
issued March 15, 1944, as Miscellaneous Publication M174 by the United States 
Department of Commerce, National Bureau of Standards, Sections 1 to 19, 
inclusive. 


71-2. Grouted brick masonry shall comply with the provisions of sections 
71-2.1 to 71-2.3, inclusive. 

71-2.1. Grouted brick masonry is that form of construction made with brick 
in which interior joints of the masonry are filled by pouring grout therein as the 
work progresses. 

71-2.2. All brick in the outer tiers shall be laid with full head and bed joints 
of Type A mortar and all interior joints shall be filled with grout. Brick in the 
interior tiers shall be placed or floated in grout poured between the two outer 
tiers. One of the outer tiers may be carried up not more than three courses before 
grouting but the other outer course shall be carried up not more than one course 
above the grout. Each pour of grout shall be stopped at least one and one-half 
inches (1%") below the top and properly stirred. The longitudinal vertical joints 
shall be not less than three-fourths inch (%") wide. Bonding headers shall not 
be used. Head or end joints shall be not less than one-half inch (Vi")- 

71-2.3. The allowable compressive stresses in pounds per square inch of 
gross sectional area for grouted brick masonry shall not exceed the following 
values: 

Average ultimate compressive Allowable compressive strength 

strength of units in pounds in pounds per square inch, 

per sq. in. 

8000—plus .400 

4500 to 8000.350 

2500 to 4500.275 

1500 to 2500.225 

[Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 

71-3. Reinforced brick masonry shall comply with the provisions of sec¬ 
tions 71-3.1 to 71-3.4, inclusive. 

71-3.1. Only grouted brick masonry shall be used in reinforced brick ma¬ 
sonry construction. 

71-3.2. The thickness of the grout or mortar at any point between brick 
and steel shall be not less than one-fourth inch (Vi") except that one-fourth 
(Vi") bars may be laid on in cne-half (Vi") horizontal mortar joints. Vertical 
reinforcing shall be accurately placed and held in position before brickwork is 
started. In addition to the minimum required reinforcement, at least one-half 
(Vi") bar or equivalent shall be placed in all sides of every opening which exceeds 
twenty-four inches (24") in either dimension. The bars shall extend twenty-four 
inches (24") beyond the corners of the opening. 
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71-3.3. (a) The compressive strength of reinforced brick masonry f’b shall 

be determined by tests on masonry prisms or may be assumed to be 60 per cent 
Lia)? ^mate < r° n ' 1 P ress i v c strength of the brick used, when tested in accordance 
Standard Methods of sampling and Testing Brick (A.S.T.M. Designation 
onnn iu t SUC1 factor of the ultimate strength shall not exceed a value of 
2000 lbs. per square inch and shall be the f’b factor used in the table below. 

.. (k) When no brick testing is done, the maximum value of f’b to be used in 

the table below shall not exceed 1200 pounds per square inch. 

(c) The allowable unit working stresses in reinforced brick masonry shall 
not exceed the values set forth in the following table. 


Type of Stress. 


Unit working stress in 
lbs. per sq. inch for any 
strength of reinforced 
brick masonry. 


Compression=Axial .lg 

Compression=Flexural . 33 f>b 

Shear=No web reinforcement .015 f’b 

Shear=Web reinforcement—taking % of vertical and 

% of horizontal shear . 033 f’b 

Bearing .// ‘ 2 5 f’b 

Modulus of Elasticity.1000 f’b 

Modulus of Rigidity . 400 f’b 

Bond— 

Plain Bars . g0 

Deformed Bars . 100 

The limiting stresses in reinforcing steel shall be similar to that allowed for 
reinforced concrete masonry. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, p. 5758.] 


71-3.4. The design of reinforced brick masonry shall be based on the 
assumptions, limitations and methods of stress determination specified for rein¬ 
forced concrete work in chapter 73 and shall conform to the additional require¬ 
ments herein given for reinforced brick masonry. 

In reinforced masonry walls the minimum area of reinforcement shall be not 
less than .002 times the cross-sectional area of the wall, not more than two-thirds 
of which may be used in either direction. A lesser amount may be used to resist 
tensile stresses if the masonry is designed under the limitations as specified 
above for unreinforced grouted masonry. No required vertical reinforcement shall 
be less than three-eighths inch (%") in diameter. 
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CHAPTER 72 

WOOD CONSTRUCTION 


72-1. General 72-3. Bolted joints 

72-2. Maximum allowable unit stresses 72-4. Ventilation 


72-1. (a) Wood structural members shall be of sufficient size to carry the 

dead and required live loads without exceeding the allowable unit stresses re¬ 
quired in this chapter. Adequate bracing and bridging to resist wind and other 
lateral forces shall be provided. 

(b) Abbreviations. 

NLMA.National Lumber Manufacturers Association. 

NDS.National Design Specification for Stress-Grade Lumber and 

its Fastenings—NLMA, 1944, revised 1953. 

(b) The applicable provisions of NDS shall govern the requirements and the 
design of all lumber and timber used structurally in buildings or structures and 
for the fastenings thereof for both ordinary materials as defined in section 69-3.2 
or controlled materials as defined in section 69-3.1 except where either is specifi¬ 
cally exempted or otherwise provided for in this chapter, and except that Table 
No. 1 of NDS shall not apply to ordinary materials. [Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 
7799.] 

72-2. (a) When ordinary materials as defined in section 69-3.2 are used, 

the maximum allowable unit stresses established in Table 72-2 (a) shall be used 
in the design of wood members. 


TABLE 72-2 (A). 

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE UNIT STRESSES 
(POUNDS .PER SQUARE INCH) 


Extreme 
fiber stress 
Species and tension 

and parallel to 

Commercial grain 

Grade (It.) 

Horizontal 
Shearr 
( v ) 

Compression 
across grain 
(fe) 

Compression 
parallel to 
grain** 

(fe) 

Modulus of 
Elasticity 

E 

Cypress 

1300 

120 

300 

900 

1,200,000 

Douglas Fir 

1300 

100 

325 

1200 

1,600,000 

Plywood (Fir) 

Built up 

Section 

1500 

100 

35* 

400 

1500 

1,600,000 

Laminated 

Timber 

1100 

75 

400 

1500 

1,600,000 

Hemlock 

1000 

90 

350 

1100 

1,400,000 

Oak 

1300 

120 

600 

1000 

1,500,000 

Redwood 

1100 

75 

300 

1000 

1,200,000 

Southern Pine 

Longleaf 

1300 

120 

450 

1000 

1,600,000 

Shortleaf 

1100 

120 

400 

900 

1,600,000 

Spruce 

Sitka or 

Eastern 

1000 

75 

300 

800 

1,200,000 


• Shear in plane of piles. 

•• For L/D of eleven or less. 


(b) The species of all lumber used for load bearing purposes under the 
terms of ordinary materials as defined in section 69-3.2 shall be stated on the 

plans. 
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72-3. For bolted joints with wood splice plates and with parallel to grain 
loading, where all lumber is close grain southern yellow pine or Douglas fir and 
where the thickness of the main member is not more than four times the bolt 
diameter, the allowable loads per bolt given in part VT of NDS may be increased 
by twenty-five per cent. 

72-4. Wood construction shall not be enclosed without sufficient ventilation 
provisions to prevent rot. There shall be not less than one-half inch of air space 
at the sides of truss members and girders entering masonry. There shall be 
clearance of not less than eighteen inches between the bottom of floor joists and 
the ground beneath and such space shall be adequately ventilated by openings 
through the exterior walls. 
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CHAPTER 73 

REINFORCED CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 


73-1. Portland cement concrete 73-2. Gypsum concrete. 

73-1.1. Composite beams 


73-1. The design and construction of reinforced concrete shall be in accord¬ 
ance with the Building Code Requirements for Reinforced Concrete (A.C.I. 318- 
56) adopted by the American Concrete Institute and published in the May 1956 
proceedings of that Institute, Volume 52 except for section 601(b) and appendix 
A600. [Amend. Coun. J. 5-28-58, p. 7799; 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

73-1.1. (a) Where structural steel members are encased in concrete beams 

and protected by not less than the minimum thickness of concrete specified else¬ 
where in this code for the fireproofing of structural steel the resulting com¬ 
posite beam may be computed as a reinforced concrete beam in accordance with 
the assumptions stated in section 601 (a) of the Building Code Requirements 
for Reinforced Concrete referred to in section 73-1. The properties of sections 
of composite beams shall be computed on the basis of the transformed area of 
steel. 

(b) In composite beams in which reinforcing bars are used in conjunction 
with structural steel members the properties of the cross section of the beam 
shall be computed on the basis of transformed area of steel and in accordance 
with the assumptions stated in paragraph (a). 

(c) All provisions of this chapter shall apply to composite beams. Standard 
beam connections shall be considered as affording slight restraint only, and the 
span of composite beams supported by such connections shall be taken as the 
overall length of the encased steel member measured out-to-out of the connection 
angles. Where end connections properly designed to take the end moment of a con¬ 
tinuous beam or the moment at the joint of a rigid frame are provided, or where 
proper supplementary reinforcement in the form of bars or plates is supplied to 
take thifl moment at the support, the span and moments of composite beams may 
be taken as specified for continuous or restrained beams. 

(d) Built-up steel sections used in composite beams shall be designed in ac¬ 
cordance with chapter 74 of this code for the forces to which they are subjected 
in the composite beam. 

73-2. The design and construction of reinforced gypsum concrete shall be 
in accordance with the provisions of the “Building Requirements for Reinforced 
Gypsum Concrete” (A59.1-1945) adopted by the American Standards Associa¬ 
tion, June 19, 1945. 
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CHAPTER 74 

STEEL AND METAL CONSTRUCTION 


74-1. Structural steel 

74-2. Light gauge steel structural 


74-5.4. Splicing 

74-5.5. Cast steel 

74-6. Special steels 

74-6.1. General 

74-6.2. Stresses 

74-6.3. Workmanship 

74-6.4. Identification 

74-6.5. Allowable unit stresses in col- 


members 


74-3. Steel joist construction 
74-4. Lightweight metal alloys 
74-5. Cast iron 
74-5.1. Material 
74-5.2. Thickness of metal 
74-5.3. Limitations of use 


umns 


74-1. (a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c), the design, fabri¬ 

cation and erection of structural steel shall be in accordance with the require¬ 
ments of the following document: Specifications for the Design and Erection of 
Structural Steel for Buildings. AISC-1946. 

(b) Minimum thicknesses of metal established in the above document shall 
not apply to purlins, floor, roof and wall beams and similar secondary members 
supporting less than 200 square feet of roof, floor or wall area. 

(c) The requirements of the above document do not apply to steel joists, 
members formed of flat rolled steel, light gauge steel construction, marquees 
(except structural frame), fire escapes, or other miscellaneous light steel con¬ 


struction. 


74-2. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the design, fabrication and 

erection of light gauge steel members shall be in accordance with the require¬ 
ments of the following document: Specification for the Design of Light Gauge 
Steel Structural Members. AISI-1946. 

(b) Hot-formed sections may be used. A light gauge steel member shall not 
be used to support more than 200 square feet of roof, floor or wall area. 

74-3. The design, fabrication and erection of steel joists shall be in accord¬ 
ance with the requirements of the following document: 

(a) “Recommended Abbreviated Regulation for Use in Building Codes” as 
published by the Steel Joist Institute in their Bulletin—Steel Joist Construction 
(1946 Edition)—SJI-1946. 

74-4. Aluminum, magnesium and other lightweight metals and alloys shall 
be used for structural members of buildings and other structures only after ap¬ 
proval by the commissioner of buildings of working stresses in compliance with 
accepted engineering practice. 

74-6. Cast iron shall comply with the provisions of sections 74-5.1 to 74-5.5, 
inclusive. 

74-5.1. Cast iron for building construction shall comply with the require¬ 
ments of the following documents: 

Gray Iron Castings. ASA G25.1-1942. ASTM A48-1946. 

74-6.2. The minimum thickness of cast iron shall be not less than the fol¬ 
lowing: 

(a) Columns. One-twelfth the smallest dimension of cross section with a 
minimum thickness of three-fourths of an inch. 

(b) Bases and Flanges. One inch and reinforced with fillets and brackets. 

(c) Lintels. Three-fourths of an inch and limited to a maximum span of 
six feet. 

Where required by the commissioner of buildings, three-eighths inch round 
inspection holes shall be drilled in the section to exhibit the thickness. 
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74-5.3. Cast iron columns shall not be used where subject to eccentric loads 
which produce a net tension in the material, nor in any part of a structural frame 
which is required to resist stress due to wind. 

74-5.4. Cores of superimposed columns shall be of the same dimensions 
above and below a splice. 

74-5.5. Carbon steel casting for building construction shall comply with the 
requirements of the following document: Steel for Buildings and Bridges. 
ASTM-A7-42. 

74-6. Special steels shall comply with the provisions of sections 74-6.1 to 
74-6.5, inclusive. 

74-6.1. Silicon, nickel and other alloy and high strength steels used in the 
design and construction of buildings and structures shall conform to the ap¬ 
plicable standards of accepted engineering practice and may be used only under 
a controlled materials procedure. 

74-6.2. The maximum allowable working stress in tension for special steels 
nhnii not exceed six-tenths of the low value of the yield point strength and all 
other stresses may be increased proportionately to the corresponding working 
stresses required in the applicable standards cited in section 74-1. 

74-6.8. (a) Silicon steel over seven-eighths of an inch in thickness and 

nickel steel over one-half inch in thickness shall be drilled. Smaller thicknesses 
may be sub-punched and reamed. 

(b) Sheared edges on all main material and on main gusset plates shall be 
planed to a depth of at least one-eighth of an inch. 

74-6.4. All special steel shall be identified by mill test reports and shall be 
marked to distinguish it from all other classes of steel. 

74-6.5. For axially loaded columns with values of L/r not greater than 120, 
the unit stress in pounds per square inch shall not exceed the following: 

(0.5Y—7,500) L* 

0.5Y-- — 

25,000 r* 

in which Y = yield point in pounds per square inch. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50, 
p. 6758.] 
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* CHAPTER 74.1 


PLASTER CONSTRUCTION 


74.1-1 


74.1- 49 Registration of contractor 

74.1- 50 Application for registration 

74.1- 51 Contractor’s bond 

74.1- 52 Registration fee and term 

74.1- 53 Penalty 


to Standard specifications for 

74.1- 32 gypsum plastering 

74.1- 33 


to Standard specifications for 
74.1-48 Portland cement plastering 


74.1-1 to 74.1-32. (Standard Specifications for Gypsum Plastering A42.--1946, 
Including Requirements for Lathing and Furring, 


also 


74.1- 33 to 74.1-48. (Standard Specifications for Portland Cement Stucco 
and Portland Cement Plastering A42.2-1946 & A42.3-1946). 

74.1- 49. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of 
installing plastering with necessary appurtenances thereto as heretofore defined, 
without being registered as a plastering contractor in the manner hereinafter 
set forth. 

74.1- 50. Any person desiring to engage in the business of plastering in the 
city of Chicago shall apply for registration to the commissioner of buildings. 
Upon the filing of such application in proper form and the payment of registration 
fee fixed herein, the commissioner of buildings shall register the applicant as a 
plastering contractor and shall issue to the applicant a certificate of registration 
which will authorize the applicant to engage in such business for the year in 
which it is issued; providing that such applicant has filed with the city clerk an 
indemnifying bond as hereinafter set forth. The commissioner of buildings shall 
keep a suitable record of such registration. 

74.1- 51. Prior to the issuance of a certificate of registration as a plastering 
contractor, the applicant shall file with the city clerk an indemnifying bond with 
good and sufficient sureties in the penal sum of ten thonsand dollars, such bond 
being payable to the city of Chicago for the use of any persons with whom such 
applicant shall thereafter contract to do work to indemnify any such person for 
damages sustained on account of the failure of such applicant to perform the 
work so contracted for in accordance with the provisions and requirements of the 
city relating to the installation of plastering work with necessary appurtenances 
thereto. 

74.1- 52. The fee for initial registration as plastering contractor shall be 
three hundred dollars which sum shall be paid by the applicant to the city col¬ 
lector in advance upon filing his application; provided, however, that any regis¬ 
trant may renew his registration upon the payment of an annual renewal fee of 
one hundred dollars. The certificate of registration or renewal issued thereunder 
shall expire on the 31st day of December of the year in which it is issued. 

74.1- 53. Any person who shall engage in the business of plastering in the 
city of Chicago without obtaining a certificate of registration as herein provided 
for, or that shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter shall be fined not 
less than fifty dollars nor more than two hundred dollars for each offense and 
a separate and distinct offense shall be regarded as committed every day on 
which such person shall continue to operate contrary to the provisions of this 
chapter. 

* [Passed. Coun. J. 11-30-53, p. 6103.] 
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CHAPTER 75 

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 


75-1. Guards for protection 
75-1.1. Where required 


75-1.2. Type of guards 

75-2. Window cleaning devices 


75-1. Guards to prevent persons from falling shall be provided as required 
in sections 75-1.1 to 75-1.2, inclusive. 

75-1.1. Guards shall be required at every point of danger including the 
following: 

(a) At all edges of every floor, balcony, mezzanine or other space used or 
intended for human occupancy which is at a height of more than two feet above 
the floor, ground or pavement directly below, except that loading platforms and 
similar uses need not be equipped with guards. 

(b) At all windows or doorways having a sill two feet or less above the 
floor of a room or space, unless such window or doorway opens directly upon the 
ground, pavement or guarded space, the level of which is less than two feet below 
the sill of such opening or unless the construction of the window serves the same 
purpose. 

(c) At all sides of every open areaway exceeding three feet in depth except 
the side providing access to a stairway. 

75-1.2. Guards may be formed by walls, balustrades, grills or railings not 
less than three feet in height, by area gratings or by other approved devices. 

75-2. Every window above the first story of any building other than Resi¬ 
dential Units three stories or less in height shall be equipped with approved 
anchoring devices for window washers' safety harness attachments, except as 
follows: 

(a) When a window is so constructed that it may be cleaned on both sides 
from the inside. 

(b) When a window is so located that it may be cleaned from an outside 
floor, roof or balcony. 
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CHAPTER 76 

SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION 


76-1. General 

76-2. Construction loads 

76-3. Scaffolding 

76-4. Protection of floor openings 

76-5. Temporary flooring 

76-6. Demolition 

76-6.1. Notification of commissioner of 


76-7. Walkways, barricades and 
fences 

76-7.1. Construction 

76-7.2. Requirements of new construc¬ 
tion 

76-7.3. Additional stories 

76-7.4. Demolition 

76-7.5. Walkways and temporary side¬ 
walks 

76-8. Roofs and skylights of adjoining 
buildings 

76-9. Anchorage of party walls 


buildings 


76-6.2. Order of demolition 
76-6.3. Time limitation 
76-6.4. Filling of openings 
76-6.5. Debris 


76-1. (a) Statutory Provisions. All persons having the control or super¬ 

vision of any building in course of erection shall comply with an act of the Legis¬ 
lature of the State of Illinois entitled “An Act Providing for the Protection and 
Safety of Persons in or about Construction, Repairing, Alteration, or Removal of 
Buildings, Bridges, Viaducts, and other Structures and to Provide for the En¬ 
forcement Thereof”, approved June 3, 1907, and enforced July 1, 1907. 

(b) Accepted Engineering Practice. The provisions of the American Stand¬ 
ard Safety Code for Building Construction of the American Standards Asso¬ 
ciation, A-10.2-1944, shall be considered as accepted engineering practice with 
respect to safeguards during construction. 

76-2. Provisions shall be made to insure that stresses due to wind loads, 
dead loads and loads due to material storage and erection equipment occurring 
during the erection of any structure shall not exceed the allowable stresses for 
materials as limited by the provisions of this code. 

76-3. (a) Construction . All scaffolds for use in the erection, repair, alter¬ 

ation or removal of buildings shall be so constructed as to insure the safety of 
persons working on, or passing under or passing by the scaffold. 

(b) Overhead Protection. When there is danger of objects falling on a scaf¬ 
fold from above, an approved overhead protection shall be provided not more 
than ten feet above the scaffold platform. 

(c) Material. When the extent or location of scaffolding is such as to create 
an unusual fire hazard, the commissioner of buildings may require the use of 
non-combustible material or of treated fire-resistive lumber. 

76-4. (a) Covering of Openings. All stairways, elevator openings, flues and 

all other openings in the floors shall be covered or properly protected. 

(b) Openings for Hoists. All openings through which hoists operate shall 
be properly enclosed on all sides. 

76-5. In buildings where construction of the super-structure precedes the 
construction of the permanent floor panels, a substantial temporary floor shall 
be constructed and maintained at a level not more than two floors below the 
level at which erection work is being performed. 

76-6. The demolition of any building or structure shall be governed by the 
provisions of sections 76-6.1 to 76-6.5, inclusive. 

76-6.1. Notice stating the date on which work is to begin shall be given to 
the commissioner of buildings of at least twenty-four hours before beginning the 
wrecking, demolishing or razing of any building or other structure. 

76-6.2. In the wrecking, demolishing or razing of the structural elements of 
any building or structure, the work shall begin at the top thereof, and each story 
shall be completely razed or demolished and the material therefrom completely 
removed before beginning work on the next lower story. 
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76-6.8. All wrecking operations shall be completed within the time set by 
the commissioner of buildings. 

76-6.4. On completion of demolition, the site shall be filled where necessary 
with clean soil, cinders or other inorganic material and graded to a level not 
lower than nor more than 12 inches above the level of sidewalks, alleys or adjoin¬ 
ing property with proper allowance for settlement. 

76-6.5. Debris caused from the demolition of a building or structure in 
excess of that required to fill openings as provided in section 76-6.4 shall be 
removed from the site as wrecking progresses. Salvaged material, if left on the 
premises, shall be neatly stored. 

76-7. During the erection, alteration or demolition of any building, proper 
provisions shall be made for the protection of every public sidewalk or other 
public thoroughfare in accordance with the provisions of sections 76-7.1 to 76-7.5. 

76-7.1. Where required in this section for protection of sidewalks or other 
public ways, sidewalk sheds, fences, barricades and aprons shall comply with the 
following requirements: 

(a) Sidewalk sheds shall consist of a roof deck extending over the entire 
sidewalk, together with its supporting structural framework. The roof deck shall 
be constructed of not less than two layers of two-inch planking or of other ap¬ 
proved materials of equal strength and shall be designed to support a super¬ 
imposed load of not less than 250 pounds per square foot. 

(b) Fences shall be not less than six feet high of solid construction sheathed 
with one-inch lumber or other approved materials of equal strength. 

(c) Barricades shall consist of substantial railings or other barriers which 
will effectively prevent public access to the barricaded area. 

(d) An apron is defined as a platform extending from the exterior wall of a 
building at any level. Aprons shall be constructed of not less than two layers of 
two-inch planking or of other approved materials of equal strength and shall be 
designed to support a superimposed load of not less than 250 pounds per square 
foot. Aprons shall extend not less than six feet from the building wall. Aprons 
shall slope downward toward the building wall or shall be provided with a sub¬ 
stantial curb not less than twelve inches high at the outer edge. 

76-7.2. When buildings are erected within ten feet of the street line, a side¬ 
walk shed shall be provided and maintained during the period when materials 
are being placed or handled on the street front above the level of the sidewalk 
with the following exceptions: 

(a) When the height of a building does not exceed three stories or forty 
feet, a barricade located not less than ten feet from the building may be used in 
lieu of a sidewalk shed. 

(b) When the height of the building does not exceed four stories or fifty 
feet, a fence located not less than ten feet from the building may be used in lieu 
of a sidewalk shed. 

76-7.3. When additional stories are added to an existing building, an apron 
shall be provided at the level of the lowest additional story and maintained during 
the period when materials are being placed or handled on the street front. 

76-7.4. (a) When a building to be wrecked is located less than twenty-five 

feet from the street line, a sidewalk shed shall be provided except under the fol¬ 
lowing conditions: 

(1) When the height of the building does not exceed two stories or 
thirty feet, a barricade located not less than ten feet from the building may 
be used in lieu of a sidewalk shed. 

(2) When the height of the building does not exceed three stories or 
forty feet, a barricade located not less than fifteen feet from the building 
may be used in lieu of a sidewalk shed. 
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(3) When the height of a building does not exceed four stories or fifty 
feet, a fence located not less than twenty-five feet from the building may be 
used in lieu of a sidewalk shed. 

(b) Buildings or structures exceeding four stories or fifty feet in height and 
intended to be wrecked shall comply with the following protection requirements: 

(1) The owner or his agent shall submit a drawing indicating fences, 
barricades, aprons, canopies and other safeguards which are to be used in 
connection with the wrecking program. This drawing shall be approved by 
the commissioner of buildings before a permit is issued to wreck such build¬ 
ing or structure, and the safeguards indicated on such drawing shall be 
erected in strict compliance therewith. 

(2) One apron shall be constructed for each four stories above adjoin¬ 
ing sidewalk grade with the lowest apron located in the third story. 

76-7.5. (a) When a permanent sidewalk is obstructed by a sidewalk shed, 

fence or barricade, temporary sidewalks shall be provided. 

(b) Walkways and temporary sidewalks shall be not less than four feet 
wide, except that in congested districts the commissioner of buildings may require 
additional width. 

(c) All walkways and temporary sidewalks shall be designed to support a 
live load of not less than 250 pounds per square foot. 

(d) All temporary sidewalks shall be provided with railings and guards of 
dressed lumber. If such railings and guards are nearer the street curb than four 
feet, there shall be a guard rail of dressed lumber on the street side. 

(e) When necessary to permit the delivery of materials to basements of 
buildings in process of erection, temporary sidewalks may be built at a height 
not exceeding four feet above the curb level of the street. Such temporary side¬ 
walks shall have railings on both sides and shall be approached by ramps having 
a grade of not more than one in eight. 

(f) Every covered walkway shall be kept well-lighted continuously between 
sunset and sunrise. 

76-8. During the erection, alteration or demolition of any building or other 
structure carried on above the roof of an adjoining building, proper protection 
shall be provided for the roof and skylights of such building. 

76-9. Before a permit is issued for the wrecking of a structure that has one 
or more party walls in common with one or more buildings, there shall be de¬ 
livered to the department of buildings a certificate by a licensed architect or 
licensed structural engineer to the effect that the adjoining premises do not re¬ 
quire anchorage, or if such certificate indicates that anchorage is necessary, the 
certificate shall be accompanied by a drawing signed and sealed by such architect 
or engineer and approved by the commissioner of buildings, indicating adequate 
anchorage of floor and roof joists. The adjoining premises shall be anchored in 
compliance with such drawing. The written consent of the owner of the adjoining 
premises permitting the anchorage shown on such drawing shall also accompany 
the certificate. 
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CHAPTER 77 

USE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 


77-1. Ten use of streets and 

a _ 

77-1.1. Limits 
77-1.2. Extent 
77-1.3. Temporary use 
77-1.4. Roadway 
77-1.5. Removal 

77-2. Permanent occupancy of public 
property 



77-2.1. Foundations 

77-2.2. Cornices, belt courses and 


77-2.3. Wheel guards 

77-2.4. Marquees and canopies 

77-2.5. Signs 

77-2.6. Sub-sidewalk space 

77-2.7. Fire escapes 

77-2.8. Zoning requirements 


similar projections 


77-1. Permits for the occupation of a street, alley or sidewalk may be issued 
only under the conditions complying with the requirements of sections 77-1.1 to 
77-1.5, inclusive. 

77-1.1. Such occupancy shall be limited to the storage and handling of build¬ 
ing materials, the construction of temporary sidewalks and other uses incident 
to the erection, alteration or demolition of buildings as approved by the commis¬ 
sioner of buildings. 

77-1.2. The extent of occupation shall not exceed one-third the width of the 
roadway, nor shall it extend within four feet of any steam or street railway track. 
Areas of occupancy shall be limited to streets, alleys and sidewalks adjoining 
the property upon which the building is to be erected, altered or demolished, 
execpt that the area may be extended if the written consent of, and a waiver of 
claims for damages against the city by the owners of adjoining properties is first 
obtained and filed with the commissioner of streets and sanitation. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 6-16-54, p. 7730.] 

77-1.3. No temporary use of streets or alleys shall interfere with drainage 
of gutters, and no obstruction of any kind shall be placed so as to obstruct free 
approach to any fire hydrant, lamp post, fire alarm box, manhole or catch basin. 

77-1.4. A roadway of ten feet clear width shall be maintained through any 
alley located along the building site. 

77-1.5. Immediately upon completion of the building construction, all walk¬ 
ways, debris or other obstructions shall be removed, leaving the public property 
in as good condition as it was before such work was commenced. 

77-2. The permanent occupancy of public property by any part of a build¬ 
ing or structure hereafter erected shall be governed by the provisions of sections 
77-2.1 to 77-2.8, inclusive. 

77-2.1. Foundations may not project into nor encroach upon public ways 
except as herein provided. The commissioner of buildings may issue permits for 
any building for which it is contemplated that there shall be projections of the 
foundation or a part thereof into a public way under the following conditions: 

(a) The portions of foundations above a level twenty feet below city datum 
may project into a public way four and one-half inches per foot of depth below 
sidewalk or alley grade but not more than thirty-six inches. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (d), in no case shall foundations ex¬ 
tend within five feet of the center line of any public way. 

(c) Except where sub-sidewalk space is permitted, no foundation, or any 
part thereof, shall project into a public way in such manner as to add to the 
floor area of any building or structure. 

(d) Portions of foundations, contructed lower than twenty feet below city 
datum, may project into a public way such distance as the commissioner of build¬ 
ings may deem necessary for the stability of the building or structure of which 
they are a part. 
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77-2.2. (a) Cornices, rustications, quoins, moldings, belt courses, lintel, sills, 

oriel windows, pediments and similar projections of a decorative character may 
project beyond a street line not more than two feet, provided that every part 
of such projection is not less than twelve feet above the sidewalk level at any 
point and that the aggregate area of all such projection does not exceed five per 
cent of the wall area. 

(b) When additions to existing buildings are erected, the commissioner of 
buildings may permit the extension of existing cornices, moldings and belt 
courses which do not comply with the requirements of this section but which 
were legal at the time of the adoption of this code. 

77-2.3. Wheel guards less than twenty-one inches high may project into 
alleys a distance of not more than nine inches. 

77-2.4. Marquees and canopies extending over a public way shall comply 
with the provisions of chapter 34. 

77-2.5. Signs having a clear height of not less than ten feet may project 
over a public sidewalk to a point not less than two feet from the curb line. 

77-2.6. The use of sub-sidewalk space shall be governed by the provisions 
of chapter 34. 

77-2.7. Fire escapes hereafter erected shall not project over public property 
except under the following conditions: 

(a) When the fire escape is erected to replace an existing required fire 
escape which projects over public property. 

(b) When a fire escape is required to correct an existing exit hazard and 
cannot be properly located over vacant space on the lot on which the building is 
located. 


77-2.8. Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit encroachments 
on public property prohibited by the Chicago Zoning Ordinance. 
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CHAPTER 78 

EXISTING BUILDINGS 


General provisions 
Definitions 

General requirements 
Fire protection requirements 
Pre-ordinance hotels 
Fire extinguishing apparatus 
Institutional units 
Homes, etc. - compliance 
Fire drills 
Exit requirements 
General requirements 
Type of exits 
Exit lighting 
Structural requirements 
Miscellaneous requirements 
Alterations and repairs 
Definitions 
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Fire district restrictions 
Moving of buildings 
Alterations and repairs— 
more than 60% 

Alterations and repairs— 
25% to 60% 

Alterations and repairs- 
25% or less 

Repairs to roof coverings 
Affidavits required 
Optional provisions for alter¬ 
ations 

General requirements for con¬ 
verting residential units 
Fire protection in converted 
residential units 
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78-13. 
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78-13. 

78-13. 

78-13. 
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Code 


1 . 


,7. 

, 8 . 

9. 

10 . 
11 . 


Declaration of policy 
Applicability of code 
Definitions 

Sanitation, water and heating 
Watercloset 
Lavatory 

Bathtub or shower 
Sharing sanitary facilities 
Kitchen sink 
Maintenance of sanitary 
facilities 

Heating facilities 
Heat to be furnished 
Temporary sharing of 
facilities 

Cold and hot water lines 
Hot water to be furnished 


78-13.12. Gas fired appliances 

78-14. Light and ventilation 

78-14.1. Natural light requirements 

78-14.2. Ventilation requirements 

78-14.3. Mechanical ventilation 

78-14.4 Kitchen less tnan 70 sq. ft. 

78-14.5. Toilet and bathroom 

ventilation 

78-14.6. Hall and stairway lighting 

78-15. Exit requirements 
78-15.1. Exits 

78-15.2. Exit requirements 

78-15.3. Glass panel exits 

78-15.4. Hazardous conditions 

78-15.5. Panel exits 

78-15.6. Storage beneath stairways 

78-15.7. Passageways and exits to 

be unobstructed 

78-15.8. Exit, stairway, fire escape 

and directional signs 
78-15.9. Glass panels prohibited 

78-16. Space, use and location-appli¬ 

cability of provisions 
78-16.1. Space requirements 
78-16.2. Sleeping rooms 

78-16.3. Access to water closets 

78-16.4. Ceiling heights 

78-16.5. Basement units 

78-17. Maintenance 

78-17.1. Foundations, exterior walls 

and roofs 

78-17.2. Floors, interior walls and 

ceilings 

78-17.3. Windows, doors and 

hatchways 
78-17.4. Screens 

78-17.5. Stairways and porches 

78-17.6. Basements and cellars 

78-17.7. Facilities, equipment, 

chimneys 

78-17.8. Lots—grading and drainage 

78-18. Responsibilities of owners 

and occupants 

78-18.1. Responsibilities of occupants 

78-18.2. Responsibilities of owner 

or operator 

78-18.3. Liability to city 

78-19. Rooming houses—general 

requirements 

78-19.1. Specific requirements 

78-19.2. Sanitary facilities 

78-19.3. Responsibility of operator 

78-20. Administration and 

enforcement 


^ „ 78 " 1 * , Ever y existing building, structure or part thereof, as herein defined, 
shall comply with the requirements of this chapter. 

78-2. (a) Existing Building . A building, structure or part thereof which 

has been completed and ready for occupancy. 

(b) Pre-Ordinance Building. Every existing building, structure or part 
thereof which was completed, or for the construction of which a permit was 
issued prior to the effective date of this ordinance. [Amend. Coun. J. 1-20-50 
p. 5758.] ' ’ 

78-8. (a) Maintenance Required. Every existing building shall be so kept 

and maintained in conformity with the applicable provisions of this code, as to 
eliminate conditions hazardous to the public health and safety. 
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nr 18 a f ly .^ oubt as to the structural stability of any building or structure 

S^C^^^ts^ereT^ 88 ^^ “ ay "iStSSt MU *OT 

irvfl 1 °* P 3 ” 8 thereof, to be critically examined by a licensed architect or 
structural engineer employed by such owner, agent or person in charge 
possession or control of any such building, structure or part thereof. S ’ 

in licensed architect or registered structural engineer shall render a report 

in writing; showing the structural condition of the building rtructan oTSS 
thereof Two copies of the report shall in turn be submitted to ^cSusLSS 
of buildings one copy of said report shall, if satisfactory be reCbv the 

fn^h^ 10ner ° f bmldin S s - and one be returned to the owner, agent ot person 
m charge, possession or control of said building, structure or part thereof bear 
mg a stamp of approval signed by said commissioner of buildtogs. ’ 

., ^b) Application of Provisions. Every existing building shall conmlv with 

the code requirements in force and applicable to such building at the tim/of its 

wWcW-eTneHfinnlw^ 011 /^ s ^. a11 3lso C0 . m P ly with such provisions of this code 
which are specifically made applicable to existing buildings. 

P UcaSn^CM»“?L!Sn 8 ^Sc« Shal1 ”* to,er P retei *° «>« «* 

. / d \, Registration of Ownership. The owner of a multiple dwelling or a 

trustee holding title to such a building under a land trust or other form of trust 
nMh,^ en ,) USed as , a muItl P Ie dwelling as that term is defined in section 48-2.2 
< vf’ i!^ Ceptmg on .® or two family dwellings, shall file with the commis- 
fnforaiation^ lldmgS ’ & written registration statement containing the following 

description of the premises by street number or otherwise, in such 
manner as to enable the department to find the same. 

, .. '^be name and residence and business address of such owner, or trus- 

h ° r trust ^ e 1S a corporation, the name and address of such cor- 

thereof d 1116 name and address of president, secretary and registered agent 


nam ® and residence and business address of a natural person 
years of ag ® or ov er, who is customarily present at an office in the 
city, tor the purposes of transacting business, or who actually resides within the 
city, and who sha.ll be designated by such owner or trustee as a managing agent 
m control of such building and responsible for the maintenance and operation 
bmldmg m accordance with the building and other provisions of this code 
applicable thereto, and authorized to receive court process on behalf of such owner 
or trusteee in connection with the enforcement of the ordinances relating to such 
building. In the event of a corporate managing agent, said corporation shall de¬ 
signate an officer or agent as the managing agent. Said officer or agent designated 
as a managing agent shall meet the requirement of this paragraph as to loca¬ 
tion and residence. An owner or trustee who is a natural person and who meets 
the requirement of this paragraph as to location of the residence or place of 
transacting business of a managing agent, may designate himself as such manag- 
agent. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as preventing ft 
corporation which is the owner or trustee of a building from designating as its 
managing agent with respect thereto, any officer or agent of such corporation 
who meets the requirements of this paragraph as to the location of the residence 
or place of transacting business of a managing agent. 

, „ such designation of a managing agent for purposes of this ordinance 

shall be terminated in either of the following ways provided a new registration 
form has been officially received and stamped by the department of buildings: 


(a) By filing with the department of buildings on form provided a writ- 

ten notice of such termination of agency signed by such agent, which shall state 
the date upon which it shall become effective, the name and address of the owner 
or trustee and the address of the dwelling. ’ 

(b) An owner or trustee shall terminate designation of a managing agent 
by filing with the department a written designation of a new managing agent 

in conformity with the requirements of this section. 
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(c) Where a managing agent dies, or is declared incompetent, or resigns, 
the owner or trustee shall appoint a new managing agent in the manner above 
provided within five days of the effective date of death, declaration of incom¬ 
petence, or resignation. 

4. In addition to the foregoing registration statement, every such owner 
or trustee or his managing agent shall file with the commissioner of buildings on 
forms to be furnished by said commissioner a statement showing the number of 
family units and rooming units on each floor, basement and attic included, in said 
dwelling, the number of rooms in each family unit and rooming unit with proper 
designations, the size of each room and height of ceiling; the number of persons 
occupying each family unit and each rooming unit; the number and location of 
the exits from the family units and rooming units and fire escapes, if any; when, 
if any, an addition to or alteration of the building was constructed. If the fore¬ 
going statement is for any dwelling which has had an addition or alteration, the 
commissioner may request a plan layout of said dwelling, and such other informa¬ 
tion relative to said statement as the commissioner may require. 

5. (a) It shall be the duty of the owner or trustee of such dwelling 
and managing agent in control thereof to cause to be posted and maintained at 
all times in such dwelling in a conspicuous public location an identification sign 
provided by the department of buildings. Any change in the ownership or trustee¬ 
ship of such dwelling shall not necessitate issuance of or posting and maintenance 
of a new identification sign. 

(b) The materials of which such identification signs shall be made and 
their form, content, size, location and manner of installation and maintenance, 
shall be as prescribed in regulations promulgated by the department of buildings. 

6. Any person who signs any such application or answer, or any registra¬ 
tion statement, statement and plan, or designation of a managing agent author¬ 
ized or required, shall certify that all statements therein contained are to the 
best of his knowledge and belief, true and correct. 

7. Any person who shall violate or assist in the violation of any provision 
of this registration of ownership ordinance shall be guilty of an offense punishable 
for a first offense with respect to a particular dwelling, by a fine of not less than 
ten dollars or not more than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more 
than thirty days or both, and for a second or any subsequent offense with respect 
to such dwelling, by a fine of not less than ten dollars or more than two hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding ninety days or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

8. A fee for the initial filing or subsequent change of the registration of 
ownership statement or of the statement and plans shall be paid by the owner 
in the amount of two dollars. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 3-2-50, p. 5896; 12-23-57, p. 7029; 1-17-58, p. 7149.] 
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, Existing buildings shall comply with all applicable fire protection re¬ 

quirements of this code and with the special provisions of sections 78-4.1 to 
78-4.5, inclusive [Amend. Coun. J. 1-21-59, p. 9627.] 

u • • Ever y Pre-ordinance hotel more than two stories and basement in 

height, having sleeping accommodations for more than twenty-five persons above 
the second story, and every pre-ordinance hotel of any capacity more than four 
stories and basement in height shall comply with the requirements of section 62-3 
Pertaining to the protection of stairs, shafts and vertical openings, except as 

. (a) Enclosing walls and partitions may be of construction providing fire 
resistance of not less than one hour. 

(b) Doors required for protection of openings in enclosures may be Class C 
fire doors or may be doors of combustible material faced on both sides with 
materials not less fire resistive than sheet steel 18 gauge in thickness. Openings, 
if any, shall be glazed with wire glass and shall not exceed 144 square inches in 
area, except that existing openings not exceeding 1296 square inches in area may 
be permitted. 

(c) Where the top or bottom riser in a stairwell is so located that the verti¬ 
cal enclosures therein required will not be practical to erect without unreasonable 
hardship, a horizontal cut-off shall be provided between floors; provided, however, 
that in such cut-off there shall be not more than three openings to dwelling units 
or other non-public spaces on each floor, and such dwelling units or other non¬ 
public spaces shall be separated from the corridor by partitions providing fire 
resistance of not less than one hour with all openings protected with self-closing 
Class C fire doors. 

78-4.2. Every pre-ordinance building shall comply with the requirements of 
chapters 64 and 90 of this code pertaining to the installation of portable fire 
extinguishers and fire alarm systems. 

78-4.3. In every pre-ordinance institutional building, every room used for 
the storage or application of anaesthetics consisting of flammable or explosive 
gases or mixtures, including cyclopropane, ether, ethyl chloride, ethylene, pro¬ 
pylene, or any flammable liquids, shall have safeguards for installation and oper¬ 
ation of such rooms and equipment as follows: 

(a) Any cylinders containing anaesthetizing gases or liquids shall be plainly 
marked with the name of the substance which they contain and shall comply 
with the requirements of the Interstate Commerce Commission for such contain¬ 
ers. Such cylinders or containers shall not be stored in any operating room. 
Approved regulators or gas flow devices shall be provided for any such substances 
except low pressure oxygen containers. No such regulators or gas flow devices 
shall permit the intermixing of gases by any error of manipulation. 

(b) The construction and equipment of operating rooms shall comply with 
the applicable requirements of section 53-4. 

78-4.4. Every existing or pre-ordinance building and buildings hereafter 
erected, two stories or more in height, used in whole or in part as Type I school, 
or used in whole as Type II school, and hospitals, infirmaries, nursing homes, 
nurseries, orphanages, sheltered-care homes, sanitoria and homes for the aged, 
as defined in section 48-3 of the code as Class B Institutional Units, and each of 
construction Type III-A, III-B, III-C, IV-A, IV-B shall comply in all respects 
with the provisions of section 64-1.2. 

78-4.5. It shall be the duty of the principal or other person in charge of all 
school buildings to conduct fire drills, subject to the rules and regulations of the 
bureau of fire prevention of the fire department. Such fire drills shall be practiced 
not less than once each calendar month that such building is used for school 
purposes. 

[Passed. Coun. J. 1-21-59, p. 9627.] 

78-5. Existing buildings other than dwellings as defined in section 78-12 of 
this chapter shall comply with all applicable exit requirements of this code and 
with the special provisions of sections 78-5.1 to 78-5.3, inclusive. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 6-20-56, p. 2872.] 
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78-5.1. (a) In existing buildings where exits do not comply with the re¬ 

quirements of chapter 67 and in which hazardous conditions exist because of the 
number, width, construction or location of exits, the commissioner of buildings 
may order additional exits to assure adequate safety of the occupants. 

(b) Every existing building shall have not less than the minimum number 
of required exits as prescribed in section 67-4. 

78-5.2. In pre-ordinance buildings, the commissioner of buildings may ap¬ 
prove the following types of exits in lieu of the required means of vertical exit 
prescribed in section 67-3. 

(a) Fire escape stairways complying with the requirements of section 67-16 
may be used in lieu of not more than fifty per cent of required stairs. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 6-20-56, p. 2872.] 

78-5.3. All exit areas shall be lighted as required in section 67-17. 

78-6. Every existing building shall be so constructed and maintained as to 
support safely the loads prescribed in chapter 68 of this code, except that in 
buildings of Mercantile, Industrial or Storage occupancies the commissioner of 
buildings may permit occupancy of buildings having lower load-bearing capacity 
when he is satisfied that such capacity will not be exceeded by the specific occu¬ 
pant. Such approved floor loads shall be posted as required in section 68-2.8. 

In buildings where the safe load-bearing capacity is in doubt, owing to de¬ 
terioration of materials or other reasons, the commissioner of buildings shall 
require load tests to determine the safe bearing capacity. Such load tests shall 
comply with the requirements of section 69-5.3. 

78-7. Every existing building shall comply with all requirements of this 
code applicable to existing buildings, structures or parts thereof. [Amend. Coun. 
J. 12-23-57, p. 7029.] 

78-8. All alterations and repairs to buildings or structures shall comply 
with the provisions of sections 78-8.1 to 78-8.9, inclusive. 

78-8.1. (a) Reproduction Cost. For the purpose of this section, the repro¬ 

duction cost of a building or structure shall be the estimated cost of constructing 
a new building of like size, design and materials at the site of the original struc¬ 
ture, assuming such site to be clear. 

(b) Cost of Alterations or Repairs. Cost of the alterations or repairs shall 
be construed as the total actual combined cost of such alterations or repairs made 
within a specific period of time, including the value of rebates, discounts, free 
services and other gratuities not normally granted or received in such operations. 

(c) Normal Maintenance Cost Excluded. Costs of alterations, additions and 
repairs as defined in this section shall not include normal maintenance, repairs 
and replacement of the furnishings or the equipment of a building necessary to 
maintain the building in the condition required under the ordinance in effect when 
such building was constructed. 

78-8.2. (a) When the occupancy of an existing building is so changed as to 

transfer it from one occupancy classification to another, the provisions of this 
code which are higher for the new occupancy than for the former occupancy shall 
be fully complied with. 

(b) When a building is increased in height or area or is so converted or 
altered as to increase the number of dwelling units or persons accommodated, 
the building shall be made to comply with the applicable provisions of this code, 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

(c) One-hour separation from residential use is permissible provided the 
occupancy of the area used for school, or assembly purposes does not exceed 100 
persons. Such separation shall consist of walls, partitions, floors, and ceilings of 
non-combustible construction or of construction consisting of wood studs or wood 
joists and a non-combustible surface material providing fire resistance of not less 
than one hour; this provision shall apply only to day nurseries that shall have 
been in operation at least sixty days before the effective date of this ordinance. 
[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

78-8.3. No existing building shall be increased in height or area unless it 
is of a type of construction permitted for new buildings in the fire district in 
which it is located or is altered to comply with the requirements for such type of 
construction. 

78-8.4. It shall be unlawful for any person to move any building from one 
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location to another unless such building is altered or reconstructed so as to con¬ 
form to the provisions of this code governing such building in its new location 
at the time of moving the same. 

78-8.5. When the combined total cost of alterations or repairs within any 
period of thirty months exceeds fifty per cent of the reproduction cost of a build¬ 
ing or structure, such building or structure shall be made to conform to all re¬ 
quirements of this code applicable to new buildings or structures. 

78-8.6. When the combined total cost of alterations or repairs within any 
period of thirty months exceeds twenty-five per cent but does not exceed fifty 
per cent of the reproduction cost of a building or structure, all new construction 
required in such additions, alterations or repairs shall conform to the require¬ 
ments of this code for a new building or structure of like area, height and occu¬ 
pancy. Such building or structure, including new additions, shall not exceed the 
m a x imum areas and heights required in this code. 

78-8.7. When the combined total costs of alterations and repairs to any 
portion of an existing building or structure within any period of thirty months 
does not exceed twenty-five per cent of the reproduction cost of the building or 
structure, all new construction required in such alterations or repairs shall com¬ 
ply with the requirements of this code for a new building or structure of like 
area height and occupancy except as follows: 

(a) The commissioner of buildings shall approve minor structural additions, 
alterations or repairs which may be made with material conforming in strength 
and fire resistance to the materials with which the building or structuer is con¬ 
structed. 

(b) Alterations, repairs and replacements which are non-structural and do 
not affect any member or part of the building or structure having required fire 
resistance may be made with materials conforming to those with which the build¬ 
ing or structure is constructed. 

78-8.8. Not more than twenty-five per cent of the roof covering of any 
building or structure shall be replaced in any twelve-month period unless the 
entire roof covering is made to conform to the requirements of this code for new 
buildings or structures. 

78-8.9. Before the issuance of a permit for the alteration, repair or replace¬ 
ment of any part of an existing building or structure, the commissioner of build¬ 
ings may require that the owner or his agent shall file with the said commissioner 
an affidavit stating the estimated cost of the proposed alteration, repair or re¬ 
placement and the estimated cost of reproduction. Upon completion of the ad¬ 
dition, alteration, repair or replacements covered by said permit, said commis¬ 
sioner may require that the owner or his agent shall file with said commissioner 
an affidavit stating the actual cost of alterations, repairs or replacements made 
under the permit. 

78-9. Existing Assembly Units shall comply with the general requirements 
of section 78-8 and with the following special requirements: 

(a) Any stage or projection block hereafter altered or remodeled shall be 
made to comply in its entirety with the provisions of this code. 

(b) In Assembly Units having fixed seating, any alteration of the seating 
arrangement or of any means of exit shall be made to comply with the provisions 
of chapter 54, and any such alteration of seating shall require the compliance of 
all means of exit with the provisions of this code. 

(c) No alteration or extension of any existing system of heating or refriger¬ 
ation or any system of piping or machinery in which hazardous gases or liquids 
are contained, or which are prohibited in an Assembly Unit under this code, 
shall be made, unless all parts of such system and the rooms or spaces containing 
them shall be made to comply with the provisions of this code. 

(d) Any room in an Assembly Unit hereafter converted for any use requir¬ 
ing special protection under this code shall be made to comply with the provisions 
of this code for such special protection. 

78-10. [Repealed. Coun. J. 12-31-54, p. 9226.] 
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78-10.1. When permitted by the Chicago Zoning Ordinance, a pre-ordinance 
residential unit may be converted or altered so as to increase the number of units 
or persons to be accommodated and any building of mixed occupancy having busi¬ 
ness or mercantile units on the first floor may be converted into dwelling units 
provided that such buildings comply with the provisions of this section and with 
the applicable requirements of this code. If such buildings are increased in area, 
the new or added areas shall comply with all of the building provisions of the 
code. 

(a) The said pre-ordinance building shall consist of not more than four 
stories and a basement or not more than fifty feet in height measured from grade 
to underside of roof sheathing. If the basement contains an apartment or apart¬ 
ments said basement shall be considered the first story. 

(b) The total square foot area of any story above the first story shall not 
exceed thirty-eight hundred square feet, including stairhalls and corridors. 

(c) The exterior walls of said pre-ordinance building shall be of construc¬ 
tion providing fire resistance as required in chapter 49 of this code for ordinary 
construction, except that the requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to 
single family dwellings converted into residential units containing not more than 
two family units. 

(d) Single family dwellings of either ordinary construction or combustible 
frame construction on a masonry foundation may be converted into dwellings 
containing not more than two living units, and where it is necessary to increase 
the area of the second floor of said building, the walls or dormers enclosing the 
added area may be of frame construction, provided that in single family dwellings 
of combustible frame construction so converted such enclosing wall or dormer 
wall shall in length not exceed fifty per cent of the length of the parallel wall in 
the story below. 

(e) Combined residential occupancies and other use classifications shall com¬ 
ply with the requirements of section 48-12.5 pertaining to separation of occu¬ 
pancies. 

78-10.2 Conversions and enlargement of residential structures as provided 
in the preceding section shall be subject to the following requirements: 

(a) New or existing stairways shall be vertically separated from all other 
parts of the building with partitions providing fire resistance of not less than 
one hour. 

(b) The floor construction over the basement shall be of construction pro¬ 
viding fire resistance of not less than one-half hour. 

(c) Furnace or other heating plants shall be separated from dwelling units 
by partitions providing fire resistance of not less than one-half hour. 

(d) Existing walls or partitions may be altered or replaced with material 
allowed in the original structure except that partitions between dwellings and 
those enclosing stairs and public corridors shall comply with the requirements 
of section 52-2. 

(e) Except where a single exit complying with all requirements of section 
67-4 is permitted, each dwelling shall have access to two vertical means of exit. 
Existing stairs may be of wood. New stairs shall comply with the requirements 
of chapter 67. 

(f) Stairways shall be enclosed as required in section 62-3. Soffits of stairs 
shall be protected as required in section 67-10.4. 

78-10.3 [Repealed. Coun. J. 6-20-56, p. 2872.] 

Housing Code 

78-11. The purpose of this ordinance is to protect public health, safety, 
comfort, morals and welfare of the people of the city of Chicago, by enacting 
a housing code which establishes for all buildings used for housing: 

(a) Minimum standards for cooking, heating and sanitary equipment nec¬ 
essary and expedient to promote health, suppress disease and protect safety of 
occupants of such buildings, and of neighboring properties; 

(b) facilities for ventilation, light, space and means of egress which promote 
health and preserve safety; 
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(c) minimum standards of maintenance and responsibilities of owners, oper¬ 
ators and occupants of dwellings for such maintenance which promote health and 
safety and aid in the enforcement of such standards; 

(d) minimum standards essential to health, safety and welfare which are 
uniform in application to all dwellings whenever constructed so that with the 
resulting uniformity, simplicity and certainty, owners, operators and tenants are 
better able to determine the applicability of the law to them and the laws appli¬ 
cable to housing are administratively more convenient to enforce. 

The city council finds that 

(a) there exist in the city numerous dwellings which are substandard in 
one or more important features of structure, equipment, maintenance and occu¬ 
pancy ; 

(b) such conditions adversely affect public health and safety; 

(c) such conditions contribute to the rapid deterioration and declining desir¬ 
ability of many residential areas of our city and tend to produce blight and slums; 

(d) such conditions conflict with and destroy programs of this city under 
the Urban Community Conservation Act, as amended, and other acts of the state 
of Illinois designed to prevent slums and conserve residential areas; 

(e) adequate protection of public health, safety, comfort and welfare and 
the maintenance of a workable program for prevention of slums and conserva¬ 
tion of our city require the establishment and enforcement of minimum housing 
standards applicable to all dwelling units in this city; 

(f) healthful and sanitary conditions in relation to space, use and arrange¬ 
ment of rooms generally prevail in single family dwellings occupied by an owner 
and his family. 

78-11.1. Sections 78-11 through 78-20 of this chapter are referred to within 
said section as the housing code of the city of Chicago. This housing code is 
applicable to occupancy for residential purposes of any building, whether or 
not such building was erected, altered or converted in full or substantial com¬ 
pliance with ordinances in force at the time of its erection, alteration or con¬ 
version and whether or not such building was erected, altered or converted 
prior to the effective date of this housing code. Whenever any such ordinance 
imposes higher standards of health and safety than the standards imposed by 
this housing code, this housing code does not make a continued violation of such 
ordinance legal, nor does this housing code permit any building which complies 
with such ordinance to be altered or converted, as to either structure or occupan¬ 
cy, to conform to any lower standards imposed by this housing code. Every build¬ 
ing constructed, altered or converted after the effective date of this housing code 
shall comply with the applicable provisions of the building provisions of this 
code in effect at such time, and such a building shall not be occupied for residen¬ 
tial purposes, unless it complies also with any higher standards imposed by this 
chapter. The requirements imposed by this housing code shall be in addition to 
other applicable requirements for existing buildings imposed by other provisions 
of this chapter. 

78-12. As used in sections 78-11 through 78-22 of this chapter: 

(a) Approved means in accordance with this housing code and the regula¬ 
tions establihed by the commissioner of buildings under its authority. 

(b) Basement means the portion of any building partly or wholly below 
grade. 

(c) Dwelling means any building which is wholly or partly used or intended 
to be used for living or sleeping by human occupants. 

(d) Family Unit means a room or group of rooms used or intended to be 
used as a housekeeping unit for living, sleeping, cooking and eating. 

(e) Habitable room mean a room used or intended to be used for living, 
sleeping, eating or cooking purposes but does not include bathrooms, toilet rooms, 
laundries, pantries, foyers, corridors, storage spaces, stairways or closets. 

(f) Let means to give another person the right to occupy any portion of 
a dwelling, family unit, or rooming unit. The act of “letting” shall be deemed to 
be continuing act for so long as the person given the right to occupy premises, 
continues to do so. A further “letting” by any occupant of a portion of a dwelling, 
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family unit, or rooming unit is for purpose of this chapter, also a “letting” by 
the owner or operator of the dwelling. 

(g) Owner includes the owner, his agent for the purpose of managing, con¬ 
trolling or collecting rents, any other person managing or controlling a building 
or premises or any part thereof and any person entitled to the control or direction 
of the management or disposition of a building or premises or of any part thereof. 

(h) Rooming Unit means any room or group of rooms forming a single 
habitable unit, used or intended to be used, for living and sleeping but not for 
cooking or eating purposes. A room occupied by a person who is permitted to 
prepare meals anywhere in a dwelling is a family unit and not a rooming unit 
unless it is an institution^ unit as defined in section 48-3 of this code or in a 
convent, monastery, a bona fide not-for-profit club, or in a dormitory, fraternity 
or sorority affiliated with an educational or other charitable institution. 

(i) Rooming house means any dwelling or that part thereof in which space 
is let by the owner, operator or occupant of one or more rooming units to three 
or more persons who are not husband or wife, son or daughter, mother or father, 
grandparents, grandchildren, sister or brother or niece or nephew of the owner 
or operator or tenant of the spouse of any of these, but any child lawfully under 
the care of any of the above members of a family shall not be deemed a roomer. 

(j) Supplied means installed, furnished or provided by an owner or operator 
whether or not he charges tenants separately for a facility installed or furnished 
by him. 

78-13. No person shall occupy as owner-occupant, nor shall any person 
let or hold out to another for occupancy, any dwelling or family unit which does 
not comply with the requirements of section 78-13.1 through 78-13.12 of this 
chapter. 

78-13.1. Every family unit (except as provided in sections 78-13.4 and 
78-13.9) shall contain within its walls a room, separate from the habitable rooms, 
which affords privacy and which is equipped with a flush water closet. 

78-13.2. Every family unit (except as provided in sections 78-13.4 and 
78-13.9) shall contain within its walls a lavatory basin located in the same room 
as the required water closet or as near to that room as practicable. 

J 8 " 13 * 3, Every famil y unit (except as provided in sections 78-13.4 and 
78-13.9) shall contain within its walls a room, separate from the habitable rooms, 
which affords privacy to a person in the room and which is equipped with a 
bathtub or shower. 

78-13.4. The occupants of not more than two family units which are located 
in the same dwelling may share a single flush water closet, a single lavatory 
basin, and a single bathtub or shower if 

(a) the facilities to be shared are within a room or rooms on the same floor 
as the family units and are accessible to the occupants of each family unit with¬ 
out going through the family unit of another person or outside the dwelling; and 

(b) neither of the two family units contains more than two habitable rooms 
nor more than 500 square feet of floor area (excluding from the number of rooms 
and from floor area any kitchen of less than 70 square feet of floor area). 

78-13.5. Every family unit shall contain within its walls a kitchen sink, 
except as otherwise permitted in section 78-13.9. 

78-13.6. Every kitchen sink, lavatory basin and bathtub or shower required 
by this section shall be in good working condition and properly connected to an 
approved water and sewer system. 

78-13.7 Every family unit shall have heating facilities which are capable 
of safely and adequately heating all habitable rooms, bathrooms and water 
closet compartments within its walls to a temperature of at least sixty- 
five degrees Fahrenheit when the outside temperature is ten degrees below 
? er ® Fahrenheit. Gas appliances designed primarily for cooking or water 
heating purposes shall not be considered as heating facilities within the meaning 
of this section Portable heating equipment employing flame and the use of gaso- 
Une as a fuel does not meet the requirements of this section and is prohibited 
The owner may require that the occupant shall provide the required heating 
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facilities at the occupant’s expense but such agreement or requirement does not 
relieve the owner from responsibility for the presence of such heating equipment 
in the family unit. 

78-13.8. Every family unit or rooming unit to which heat is furnished from 
a heating plant used in common for the purpose of heating the various rooms 
of the dwelling shall be supplied with heat from September fifteenth of each year 
to June first of the succeeding year so that the occupants of a family unit or 
rooming unit may secure, without such undue restriction of ventilation as to in¬ 
terfere with proper sanitary conditions, a minimum temperature of sixty degrees 
Fahrenheit at 6:30 a.m., sixty-five degrees at 7:30 a.m. and sixty-eight degrees 
at 8:30 a.m. and thereafter until 10:30 p.m., averaged throughout the family 
unit or rooming unit. 

78-13.9. During a period of two years after the effective date of this hous¬ 
ing code 

(a) a kitchen sink may be shared by the occupants of not more than three 
family units on any one floor, if the occupants of each sharing unit have access to 
such sink without passing through any part of any other family unit or outside 
the dwelling; and 

(b) single flush-water closet, a single lavatory basin and a single bathtub 
or shower may be shared by the occupants of not more than four family units 
if each such family unit has only one habitable room (not counting a kitchen of 
less than seventy square feet of floor area) and if the shared facilities are on 
the same floor as the family units and if the occupants of each unit have access 
to such shared facilities without passing through any other family unit or outside 
the dwelling. 

78-13.10. Every kitchen sink, lavatory and bathtub or shower required 
shall be connected with cold water lines, and after a period of five years 
from the effective date of this section, with hot water lines. The hot water lines 
shall be connected with water heating facilities which are capable of heating 
water to such a temperature as to permit water to be drawn at every required 
outlet at a temperature of not less than one hundred and twenty degrees Fahren¬ 
heit even when the heating facilities required by this code are not in operation. 

78-13.11. Every family unit or rooming unit to which hot water is fur¬ 
nished from water heating facilities used in common shall be supplied with hot 
water throughout the year so that the occupants may draw water at every hot 
water outlet between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. of a minimum tem¬ 
perature of one hundred and twenty degrees Fahrenheit. 

78-13.12. All gas-fired heating, cooking and other appliances and gas-fired 
water heaters, shall conform to the requirements in sections 63-11 through 63-11.5 
and 80-10 and 80-24.7 of the building provisions of this code concerning installa¬ 
tion, vents and flues. 

78-14. No person shall occupy as owner-occupant, or shall let or hold out 
to another for occupancy, any dwelling or family unit which does not comply 
with the requirements of section 78-14.1 through 78-14.7 of this chapter. 

78-14.1. All habitable rooms other than a kitchen must be provided with 
a means for transmitting natural light from outside complying with the following 
requirements: 

(a) The area required for transmitting light from the outside shall be com¬ 
puted on the basis of clear glass measured as to the nominal glass dimensions. 
A material other than clear glass may be used but the required area then shall 
be thatmecessary to provide the equivalent of clear glass lighting. 

(b) The required clear glass area shall be not less than one-twelfth of the 
floor area of such room and not less than ten square feet. The effective area shall 
be computed at not more than eighty per cent of the actual area when a required 
natural light area 

(1) faces a wall or other obstruction at a distance of less than ten feet; 

or 

(2) is located below a roof or other obstruction projecting more than 

four feet from the face of the window or other natural light area and the 
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plane from the head to the outside of such projection forms an angle with 

the horizontal of less than forty-five degrees. 

(c) Whenever a habitable room has natural light area opening from the 
room to an enclosed porch, such area shall not be counted as a required light 
area unless the enclosed porch has a natural* light area of not less than three times 
the required light area opening from the room to the porch. 

78-14.2. Every habitable room shall have a ventilation system adequate for 
the purpose for which the room is used. Natural ventilation shall be deemed to 
be adequate for habitable rooms when the total area openable to the outside air 
(by means of windows, louvers, monitors, or other direct openings excluding 
doors) is 5% of the floor area of the habitable room, except that when 

(a) any portion of the room is more than sixteen feet from a required open¬ 
ing, the aggregate clear area of openings shall be not less than 6% ; 

(b) a room has openable areas on two or more sides thereof, the total open- 
able area shall be at least 4% of the total floor area of such room; 

(c) the openable area faces a wall or other obstruction at a distance of less 
than ten feet, the effective area shall be computed at not more than 80% of the 
actual openable area; 

(d) the openable area opens onto an enclosed porch, the enclosed porch shall 
have an openable area of at least three times the total required area of the open¬ 
ings onto such porch. 

78-14.3. Mechanical or gravity ventilation shall be deemed to be adequate 
if it is a system of ventilation complying with the requirements of chapter 81 of 
this code. 

78-14.4/ A kitchen with a floor area of less than seventy square feet may 
be without either mechanical or natural ventilation if there is an opening of not 
less than thirty-two square feet between the kitchen and another room in the 
same family unit and if the room into which the kitchen opens has the ventilation 
requirements of the preceding sections. 

78-14.5. Every toilet room and bathroom shall have adequate ventilation 
which may be either an openable window with an openable area of 5% 
of the floor area, mechanical ventilation complying with the requirements 
of chapter 81, or a gravity vent flue constructed with incombustible ma¬ 
terial leading to the roof of the building or a combination of any of these. 
The gravity vent shall be computed at an aggregate clear area of not less 
than five per cent of the floor area of the room, with a minimum area of at least 
120 square inches. Gravity vents shall be provided with a weather cap, directional 
vane or rotary type ventilation on roof. 

78-14.6. Every public hall and stairway in every dwelling having more 
than one family unit shall be adequately lighted at all times, except than in a 
two-family dwelling an adequate lighting system which may be turned on when 
needed by conveniently located light switches shall be permitted instead of a 
full-time lighting system. Lighting shall be considered adequate if through win¬ 
dows or electric lights there is sufficient lighting to provide illumination of at 
least one-foot candle on every part of the hall or stairway at all times of day 
and night. 

78-15. No person shall occupy as an owner-occupant, or shall let or hold 
out to another for occupancy any dwelling, family unit or rooming unit which 
does not comply with the requirements of section 78-15.1 through 78-15.9 of this 
chapter. 

78-15.1. Every family unit and rooming unit shall have safe, unobstructed 
means of egress leading to safe and open space at ground level. 

78-15.2. In buildings constructed prior to the effective date of chapter 67, 
to-wit: prior to December 30, 1949, every building shall have not less than the 
minimum number of exits required by section 67-4 but in such buildings 

(a) fire escape stairways complying with section 67-16 may be used in lieu 
of not more than 50% of required stairs; 
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(b) a balcony having an area of not less than 18 square feet and provided 
with a ladder of non-combustible materials extending to the ground may be used 
in lieu of one of two required stairways for a dwelling unit having a floor level 
not more than 15 feet above grade; 

(c) an exit may be counted as a second required exit from a building even 
though access to such exit is through another family unit if the requirements 
of section 78-15.3 are met. 

78-15.3. A family unit or rooming unit which has an exit to a corridor or 
hall may count as its second required exit from the dwelling (if a second exit 
is required by section 67-4) a stairway or other approved exit access to which 
is available only by passing through another family unit if; 

(a) access to such second exit in the other family unit is by means of an 
unobstructed glass panel door which may be unlocked on the second exit side 
without the use of a key and which glass panel is at least five feet high and 
twenty inches above the floor and is of a thickness not greater than double¬ 
strength American window glass; and if 

(b) such glass panel door gives access to the second exit by passing through 
not more than one other family unit; there shall not be any door or other ob¬ 
struction in the line of travel from a glass panel except the door or window at 
the exit w&ich shall be readily openable without the use of a key from the inside; 
and if 

(c) not more than 1,000 square feet of habitable rooms in family units or 
rooming units count this glass panel door as a means of access to an exit. 

78-15.4. In existing buildings where exits do not comply with the require¬ 
ments of chapter 67 and in which hazardous conditions exist because of the 
number, width, construction, or location of exits, the commissioner of buildings 
may order additional or rearrangement of existing exits to assure adequate saf¬ 
ety of the occupants. 

78-15.5. Every door which closes an exit of the type permitted by section 
78-15.3 shall be capable of being opened from the inside, easily and without the 
use of a key. 

78-15.6. There shall be no closets or storage of any kind beneath 
stairways in any dwelling containing two or more family units or in any 
rooming house unless the stair complies with the fire resistive require¬ 
ments of sections 62-3 to 62-3.6 inclusive or unless the stairs and storage 
space are separated by non-combustible materials having a fire rating of not less 
than one hour. No combustible or flammable materials, fluids, or compounds shall 
be placed, stored or kept in any place inside or outside of any building where 
the ignition or burning of such materials, fluids, or compounds would obstruct 
or render hazardous the egress from any family unit or from the building. 

78-15.7. Every hallway, corridor, stairway, exit, fire escape door, and other 
means of egress shall be kept clear and unencumbered at all times, and every 
exit area shall be adequately lighted by electricity, in accordance with sections 
67-17 and 67-17.1 of this code. 

78-15.8. Exit, stairway, fire escape and directional signs shall be properly 
installed and maintained in accordance with sections 67-18 to 67-18.5 inclusive 
of this code. 


78-15.9. (a) Construction of glass panels prohibited. After July 1, 1956, 

no permit shall issue for the construction of and no person shall construct any 
glass panel as a means of access to a required exit when it is necessary to pass 
from such panel through another family or rooming unit in any building to be 
occupied for residential purposes. 

(b) Glass panel exits prohibited after 5 years . Five years after the effective 
date of this housing code, no exit in any building may be counted as a required 
exit for a family unit unless every family unit for which it is an exit has access 
to such exit without passing through any other family or rooming unit. 

78-16. No person shall occupy or cause or permit the continued occupancy 
of any family unit which does not comply with the standards for occupancy set 
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forth in sections 78-16.1 through 78-16.5 of this chapter. If any occupancy in viol¬ 
ation of this section shall exist, a landlord shall be deemed to have permitted it if 
the rental or lease agreement does not prohibit occupancy in violation of this sec¬ 
tion, provided that such presumption shall not apply to any landlord or lessor as 
to any occupancy effected by or continuing under any agreement made prior to 
the date of enactment of this housing code but shall apply to any landlord or 
lessor as to any occupancy effected by any agreement made after such date, in¬ 
cluding any renewal or extension after such date of any earlier agreement. The 
provisions of this section 3hall apply to all tenants, lessees or other person in 
occupancy even though they may not be applicable to the landlord under the pro¬ 
visions of the preceding sentence or otherwise. 

The provisions of sections 78-16.1 to 78-16.4 inclusive shall not be applicable 
to single-family dwellings occupied only by an owner and persons within the 
family relationship described in paragraph (i) of section 78-12 of this chapter. 

78-16.1. Every family unit shall contain at least one hundred and twenty- 
five square feet of floor area for each of the first two occupants and at least one 
hundred square feet for each of the next two occupants and at least seventy- 
five square feet for each additional occupant. For the purpose of this section floor 
area is the area within the perimeter of the space or building occupied by the 
family unit not including elevators, stairs, or other shaft enclosures. 

78-16.2. In every family unit and every rooming unit, every room occupied 
for sleeping purposes by one occupant shall contain at least seventy square feet 
of floor area and every room occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one 
occupant shall contain at least fifty square feet of floor area for each occupant 
twelve years of age and over and at least thirty-five square feet of floor area for 
each occupant under twelve years of age. For the purpose of this section a person 
under two years of age shall not be counted as an occupant. 

78-16.3. Every room used exclusively as a bedroom shall have access to 
at least one water closet without passing through another room used exclusively 
as a bedroom. 

78-16.4. At least one half of the floor area of every habitable room shall 
have a ceiling height of at least seven feet; and the floor area of that part of any 
room where the ceiling is less than five feet shall not be considered as part of the 
floor area in computing the total floor area of the room for the purpose of deter¬ 
mining the maximum permissible occupancy thereof. 

78-16.5. No basement space shall be used as a habitable room or family unit 
unless 

(a) the floors and walls are impervious to leakage of undeground and surface 
run-off water and are insulated against dampness; 

(b) the required minimum window area is located entirely above the finished 
elevation of the ground adjoining the building wall in which the windows are 
located; and 

(c) the habitable room or family unit meets the other requirements of this 
chapter. 

78-17. No person shall occupy as owner-occupant or shall let or hold out 
to another for occupancy any dwelling or family unit, for the purpose of living 
therein, which is not safe, clean, sanitary, and fit for human occupancy, and which 
does not comply with the particular requirements of sections 78-17.1 through 
78-17.8 of this chapter. 

78-17.1. The foundation, exterior walls, and exterior roof shall be substan¬ 
tially water-tight and protected against rodents, and shall be kept in sound con¬ 
dition and repair. 

(a) The foundation elements shall adequately support the building at all 
points. 

(b) Every exterior wall shall be free of holes, breaks, loose or rotting boards 
or timbers, and any other conditions which might admit rain, or dampness to 
the interior portions of the walls or to the exterior spaces of the dwelling. 
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(c) The roof shall be tight and have no defects which admit rain and roof 
drainage shall be adequate to prevent rain water from causing dampness in the 
walls. 

(d) The dwelling shall be in a rat-stopped condition in accordance with 
sections 99-61.1 through 99-61.9 of this code, and shall be adequately protected 
against the entry of other rodents. 

(e) All cornices, rustications, quoins, moldings, belt courses, lintels, sills, 
oriel windows, pediments and similar projections shall be kept in good repair and 
free from cracks and defects which make them hazardous and dangerous. 

78-17.2. Every floor, interior wall, and ceiling shall be adequately protected 
against the passage of rodents, and shall be kept in sound condition and good 
repair. 

(a) Every floor shall be free of holes and wide cracks which might admit 
rodents or which constitute a possible accident hazard. 

(b) Every floor shall be free of loose, warped, protruding, or rotting floor 
boards. 

(c) Every interior wall and ceiling shall be free of holes and large cracks. 

(d) Every interior wall and ceiling shall be free of loose plaster or other 
structural material, the collapse of which might constitute an accident hazard. 

(e) Plaster, paint, and all other surface materials shall be of such character 
as to be easily cleanable, and are reasonably smooth, clean and tight. 

(f) Every toilet room and bathroom floor surface shall be substantially 
impervious to water and be capable of being maintained easily in a clean and 
sanitary condition. 

78-17.3. Every window, exterior door, and basement hatchway shall be 
substantially tight, and shall be kept in sound condition and repair. 

(a) Every window shall be fully supplied with window panes which are 
without open cracks or holes. 

(b) Every window sash shall be in good condition and fit reasonably tight 
within its frame. 

(c) Every window, other than a fixed window, shall be capable of being 
easily opened and shall be held in position by window hardware. 

(d) Every exterior door, door hinge, and door latch shall be in good condi¬ 
tion. 

(e) Every exterior door, when closed, shall fit reasonably well within its 
frame. 

(f) Every window, door, and frame shall be constructed and maintained in 
such relation to the adjacent wall construction as completely to exclude rain, and 
substantially to exclude wind from entering the dwelling. 

(g) Every basement hatchway shall be so constructed and maintained as 
to prevent the entrance of rodents, rain, and surface drainage water into the 
dwelling. 

(h) Every door available as an exit as required by section 78-15.5 of this 
chapter shall be capable of being opened from the inside, easily and without the 
use of a key. 


78-17.4. Screens shall be supplied to the following extent: 

(a) Every basement or cellar window which is openable shall be supplied 
with a heavy wire screen or hardware cloth of not less than 4 mesh per inch 
which fits tightly and is securely fastened to the frame, or with any other ma¬ 
terial affording equivalent protection against the entry of rodents. 

(b) From April 15 to November 15 of each year, every door opening directly 
from any family unit to the outdoors, and every window or other outside opening 
used for ventilation purposes, shall be supplied with a screen of not less than 
16 mesh per inch and every screen door shall have a self-closing device in good 
working condition. However, no such screens shall be required for a family unit 
on a floor above the fourth floor, unless required by the department of buildings 
when unusual circumstances of insect prevalence exist. 
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78-17.5. Every stairway, inside or outside of the dwelling, and every porch, 
shall be kept in safe condition and sound repair. 

(a) Every flight of stairs and every porch floor shall be free of holes, 
grooves, and cracks, which are large enough to constitute possible accident 
hazards. 

(b) Every stairwell and every flight of stairs, which is more than two 
risers high, shall have rails not less than two and one half feet high, measured 
vertically from the nose of the tread to the top of the rail; and every porch 
which is more than two risers high shall have rails not less than three and one 
half feet above the floor of the porch. 

(c) Every rail and balustrade is firmly fastened and is maintained in good 
condition. 

(d) No flight of stairs shall have settled more than one inch out of its 
intended position or have pulled away from supporting or adjacent structures. 

(e) No flight of stairs shall have rotting, loose, or deteriorating supports. 

(f) The riser height and the tread width of each flight of stairs shall be 
uniform. 

(g) Every stair tread shall be sound and be securely fastened in a substan¬ 
tially level position. 

(h) Every stair tread shall be strong enough to bear a concentrated load 
of at least four hundred pounds without danger of breaking. 

(i) Every porch shall have a sound floor. 

(j) No porch shall have rotting, loose, or deteriorating supports. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 11-7-58, p. 8380.] 

78-17.6. Every basement and every cellar shall be maintained in a safe and 
sanitary condition. 

(a) Water shall not be permitted to accumulate or stand on the floor. 

(b) All sewer connections shall be properly trapped. 

(c) All cellar and slab drains shall be covered with grating. 

(d) Junk, rubbish, and waste shall not be permitted to accumulate to such 
an extent as to create fire hazards or to endanger health or safety. 

78-17.7. Every supplied facility, piece of equipment, or utility, and every 
chimney and chimney flue, shall be installed and maintained in a safe and sound 
working condition. 

78-17.8. Every yard, court, vent, passageway, and other portion of the lot 
on which the dwelling stands, shall be graded and drained so as to prevent the ac¬ 
cumulation of stagnant water on any such surface. 

78-18. In addition to other applicable provisions of this housing code, own¬ 
ers and occupants shall comply with the respective responsibilities imposed upon 
them by sections 78-18.1 through 78-18.3 of this chapter. 

78-18.1. Every occupant of a family unit must 

(a) keep that part of the family unit which he occupies and controls in a 
clean, sanitary and safe condition; 

(b) keep all plumbing and other fixtures required by this chapter, whether 
or not supplied by the landlord, in a clean and sanitary condition, and if supplied 
by the landlord, must use reasonable care in the proper use and operation thereof; 

(c) cif his family unit is one through which another family unit has a re¬ 
quired means of exit as provided in section 78-15.3, keep such means of egress 
clear and unencumbered at all tmes; 

(d) if a single family dwelling unit, exterminate any insects, rodents or 
other pests therein or on the premises, and if a family unit in a dwelling contain¬ 
ing more than one family exterminate such insects, pests, and rodents whenever 
his family unit is the only one in the dwelling infested, except as provided in 
section 78-18.2(c); 

(e) dispose of all garbage and other refuse only in the containers required 

S ir section 99-16 of the code and must place such refuse in the containers in a 
ean and saintary manner; 

(f) hang and remove all screens required for his family unit by this chapter 
unless the owner has agreed to supply such service; 
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(g) not place on the premises any material which causes a fire hazard or 
otherwise endangers the health or safety of any occupant of such dwelling nor 
place in storage on the premises any furniture, equipment, or material which 
harbors insects, rodents, or other pests; 

(h) not pemit any family unit let to him to be occupied so that any occu¬ 
pancy resulting therefrom violates any of the provisions of this chapter; 

(i) provide heating facilities for that part of the family unit he occupies 
unless such facilities are provided by the owner. Gas appliances designed to be 
used primarily for cooking or water heating purposes shall not be considered 
as heating facilities within the meaning of this section. 

78-18.2. Every owner or operator must 

(a) comply with the requirements imposed on him by this chapter; 

(b) maintain in a clean, sanitary and safe condition the shared or public 
areas of the dwelling or premises, and maintain and repair any equipment of a 
type specified in this code which he supplies or is required to supply; 

(c) exterminate any insects, rodents or other pests in any family unit if 
infestation is caused by the failure of the owner or operator to maintain the 
dwelling in a ratproof or reasonably insect-proof condition and he must exter¬ 
minate such pests in any family unit in the dwelling, regardless of the cause of 
infestation if infestation exists in two or more of the family units in the dwelling 
or in the shared or public parts of any dwelling containing two or more family 
units; and 

(d) supply and maintain the facilities for refuse disposal which are required 
of him by section 99-16. 

78-18.3. An owner remains liable to the city for violation of duties imposed 
upon him by this chapter even though 

(a) an obligation is also imposed on the occupant by this chapter; or 

(b) the owner has by agreement imposed on the occupant the duty of fur¬ 
nishing required equipment or of complying with this chapter. 

78-19. No person shall operate a rooming house or let to another for occu¬ 
pancy any rooming unit unless such rooming unit complies with the minimum 
standards set forth in sections 78-19.1 through 78-19.4 of this chapter. 

78-19.1. Every rooming house and every rooming unit shall be in compliance 
with the minimum standards for family units set forth in this chapter, in 

(a) sections 78-13.7 and 78-13.8 on minimum standards for heating; 

(b) sections 78-13.10 and 78-13.11 on minimum standards for hot and cold 
water lines, water heating facilities, and continuation of service; 

(c) section 78-14 on minimum standards for light and ventilation; 

(d) section 78-15 on minimum exit requirements and standards; 

(e) section 78-16 on space, use and location, except for the provision of sec¬ 
tion 78-16.1; and 

(f) section 78-17 on minimum standards for safe and sanitary maintenance. 

78-19.2. At least one flush water closet, lavatory basin and bathtub or 
shower shall be supplied for each ten persons or fraction of ten within a rooming 
house, including members of the family of the owner if they share the use of 
the facilities. 

All such facilities shall be properly connected to required water and sewer¬ 
age systems and shall be located within the dwelling so as to be reasonably access¬ 
ible from a common hall or passageway to all persons sharing such facilities, and 
shall not be more than one story removed from the rooming unit of any occupant 
intended to share the facilities. In a rooming house in which rooms are let only 
to males, flush urinals may be substituted for not more than thirty-three and 
one third per cent of the required number of water closets. In a rooming house 
where both sexes are accommodated, the water closets shall be separately calcu¬ 
lated based on the occupancy of each sex and shall be in compartments separated 
for use of each sex, except where not more than two water closets are required. 
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78-19.3. Every operator of a rooming house shall be responsible for the 
following matters required by this chapter: extermination of insects, rodents, or 
other pests in it or in its yard; disposal of refuse by placing it in disposal facilities 
supplied by him; hanging and removing all screens required; sanitary mainte¬ 
nance of all walls, floors and ceilings; maintenance of a sanitary condition in 
every part of the rooming house; and proper installation and repair of every 
facility. 

78-20. The administration and enforcement of this chapter and the penalty 
for violating, resisting or opposing the enforcement of this chapter shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of chapters 13, 39 and 41 of this code. 
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78.1- 1. Definitions 78.1-5. Sanitary facilities 

78.1- 2. Compliance 78.1-6. Fire extinguishing apparatus 

78.1- 3. General requirements 78.1-7. Administration and enforcement 

78.1- 4. Space requirements 

78.1- 1. Men’s cubicle hotels shall include all lodging houses exclusively main¬ 
tained for men, containing sleeping stalls the separating partitions of which do not 
reach the ceiling. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969.] 

78.1- 2. Every existing building, structure or part thereof and every build¬ 
ing hereafter erected, as herein defined, shall comply with the requirements of this 
chapter. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969.] 

78.1- 3. All lodging houses falling within this classification shall conform 
with all the provisions of this code except the following: 

Sections, 78-16.2; 78-19.2; 81-7; as applied to sleeping stalls; 52-2(a). [Passed. 
Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969.] 


78.1- 4. The number of occupants for sleeping purposes permitted on a floor 
in lodging houses falling within this classification shall be computed by ascertain¬ 
ing the number of total square feet from wall to wall of a floor area so occupied 
and dividing this number by fifty. [Passed Coun. J. 5-8-57. p. 4969.] 

78.1- 5. At least one flush water closet, lavatory basin and bath tub, or 
shower, shall be supplied for each twenty persons, or fraction of each additional 
twenty within a lodging house falling under this classification. Flush urinals may 
be substituted for not more than 33V3% of required number of water closets. 

All such facilities shall be properly connected to required water and sewer 
systems, and shall be located within the dwelling so as to be reasonably accessible 
from a common hall or passage, to all persons sharing such facilities and 
shall not be more than one story removed from the rooming unit of any occu¬ 
pant intended to share the facilities. [Passed. Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969; amend. 
9-19-57, p. 5999.] 

78.1- 6. All men’s cubicle hotels, as herein defined, shall comply in all respects 
with the provisions of section 64-1.2 (g). [Passed. Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969.] 

78.1- 7. The administration and enforcement of this chapter and the penalty 
for violating, resisting or opposing the enforcement of this chapter, shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of chapters 13, 39 and 41 of this code. [Passed. 
Coun. J. 5-8-57, p. 4969.] 




CHAPTER 89 

FIRE LIMITS* 

89-1. Building restrictions 89-3. Provisional fire limits defined 

89-2. Fire limits defined 89-4. Fire limits maps 

89-1. No building, structure, shed or enclosure of wood frame construction 
shall be erected inside the fire limits or provisional fire limits, except as pro¬ 
vided in section 67-59 in the building provisions of this code. 

Within the provisional fire limits of the city it shall be lawful to erect a build¬ 
ing of wood frame construction to be used for residence or mercantile purposes 
upon approval by the commissioner of buildings of a petition presented together 
with a plat, plans, and specifications showing the space where such building 
is to be erected. Such petition shall be verified by the affidavit of the applicant 
and shall contain the written consent of the owners of a majority of the front¬ 
age upon both sides of the streets surrounding the square in which the pro¬ 
posed building is to be erected. No such petition shall be required, however, 
for the erection within the provisional fire limits of frame buildings of the type 
permitted by section 47-4 in the building provisions of this code. 

No residence or mercantile building of wood frame construction shall be 
erected within the provisional fire limits exceeding thirty feet in height. [Amend. 
Coun. J. 2-27-45, p. 3076.] 

89-2. The territory embraced within the fire limits of the city shall be all 
the territory within the corporate limits of the city with the following exceptions: 

(a) All that territory bounded on the west by the east line of the Chicago 
and Northwestern railway, on the south by the center line of W. Devon avenue, 
on the east by Lake Michigan, on the north by the city limits. 

(b) All that territory bounded on the west by the center line of N. Cicero 
avenue, on the south by the center line of the north branch of the Chicago river, 
on the east by the center line of N. Pulaski road, and on the north by the center 
line of W. Devon avenue. 

(d) All that territory bounded on the west by a line one hundred and twen¬ 
ty-five feet east of the east line of N. Western avenue, on the southwest by a line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet northeasterly of the northeasterly line of N. 
Lincoln avenue, on the south by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of 
the north line of W. Lawrence avenue, on the east by the center line of N. Leavitt 
street, and on the north by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the 
south line of W. Foster avenue. 

(e) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of the center line of the north branch of the Chicago river, and the center line of 
W. Berteau avenue; thence southerly and easterly along the center line of the 
north branch of the Chicago river, to the center line of W. Fullerton avenue; 
thence east along the center line of W. Fullerton avenue, to the center line of 
N. Southport avenue; thence north along the center line of N. Southport ave¬ 
nue to the center line of W. Belmont avenue; thence west along the center line of 
W. Belmont avenue to the center line of N. Western avenue; thence north along 
the center line of N. Western avenue to the center line of W. Addison street; 
thence west along the center line of W. Addison street to a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet west of the west line of N. Western avenue; thence north 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of N. West¬ 
ern avenue, to the center line of W. Berteau avenue, thence west along the center 
line of W. Berteau avenue to the point of beginning. 

(f) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of the center lines of N. Kedzie avenue and W. Addison street; thence west 
along the center line of W. Addison street to a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet east of the east line of N. Cicero avenue; thence south along said line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of N. Cicero avenue to a line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. Diversey avenue; 
thence east along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north 
line of W. Diversey avenue to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the 


•Sea ordinance nn«j?ed Coun. J. 6-C-46, p. 5691 for emergency housing lm'vicionn. 
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west line of N. Kostner avenue; thence north along said line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet west of the west line of N. Kostner avenue to a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. Belmont avenue; thence east 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. 
Belmont avenue to the center line of N. Kedzie avenue; thence north along the 
center line of N. Kedzie avenue to the point of beginning. 

(g) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of the center line of N. Kedzie avenue and W. Diversey avenue; thence north 
along the center line of N. Kedzie avenue, to a line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet south of the south line of W. Belmont avenue; thence west along said 
line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of W. Belmont 
avenue to the center line of N. Pulaski road; thence south along the center line 
of N. Pulaski road to the center line of W. Fullerton avenue; thence east along 
the center line of W. Fullerton avenue to the center line of N. Central Park 
avenue; thence north along the center line of N. Central Park avenue to the 
center line of W. Diversey avenue; thence east along the center line of W. Diver¬ 
sey avenue to the point of beginning. 

(h) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection of 
the center line of W. Fullerton avenue and a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet west of the west line of N. Cicero avenue; thence north along said line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of N. Cicero avenue to a line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of W. Diversey avenue; 
thence west along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south 
line of W. Diversey avenue to the center line of N. Harlem avenue; thence south 
along the center line of N. Harlem avenue to the center line of W. Wrightwood 
avenue; thence east along the center line of W. Wrightwood avenue to the center 
line of N. Narragansett avenue; thence south along the center line of N. Nar- 
ragansett avenue, to the center line of W. Fullerton avenue, thence east along 
the center line of W. Fullerton avenue to the point of beginning. 

(i) [Repealed. Coun. J. 11-10-44, p. 2464.] 

(j) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of S. Western avenue boulevard and the center line of the Illinois and Michigan 
canal; thence southwesterly along the center line of the Illinois and Michigan 
canal to the center line of W. Pershing road extended west; thence west along 
the center line of W. Pershing road extended west to the center line of S. La 
Crosse avenue extended north; thence south along the center line of S. La Crosse 
avenue extended north to the southeasterly line of the Chicago and Alton railroad 
right-of-way; thence southwesterly along said southeasterly line of the Chicago 
and Alton railroad right-of-way to the center line of S. Laramie avenue; thence 
south along the center line of S. Laramie avenue to the center line of W. Fifty- 
first street; thence east along the center line of W. Fifty-first street to the center 
line of S. Cicero avenue; thence north along the center line of S. Cicero ave¬ 
nue, to the center line of W. Forty-fifth street; thence east along the center line 
of W. Forty-fifth street and W. Forty-fifth street extended, to the center line 
of S. Western avenue boulevard; thence south along the center line of S. Western 
avenue boulevard, to the center line of W. Forty-ninth street; thence east along 
the center line of W. Forty-ninth street to the center line of S. Loomis street; 
thence south along the center line of S. Loomis street to the center line of W. 
Garfield boulevard; thence east along the center line of W. Garfield boulevard, 
to the center line of S. Racine avenue; thence north along the center line of S. 
Racine avenue, to the center line of W. Fifty-first street; thence east along the 
center line of W. Fifty-first street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west 
of the west line of S. Halsted street; thence north along said line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Halsted street, to the center line of 
W. Forty-seventh street; thence west along the center line of W. Forty-seventh 
street, to the center line of S. Ashland avenue; thence north along the center line 
of S. Ashland avenue to the center line of W. Forty-third street; thence east along 
the center line of W. Forty-third street, to a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet east of the east line of S. Ashland avenue; thence north along said line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Ashland avenue to 
the center line of W. Fortieth street; thence west along the center line of W. For¬ 
tieth street to the center line of S. Ashland avenue; thence south along the center 
line of S. Ashland avenue to the center line of W. Forty-first street; thence west 
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along the center line of W. Forty-first street to a line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet west of the west line of S. Ashland avenue; thence south along said 
lme one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Ashland avenue 

* “J e _? enter line of W. Forty-third street; thence west along the center line 
of W. Forty-third street to the center line of S. Damen avenue extended north; 
thence north along the center line of S. Damen avenue extended north to the 
center line of W. Pershing road; thence west along the center line of W. Pershing 
road to the center line of S. Western avenue boulevard; thence north along the 
center line of S. Western avenue boulevard to the point of beginning. 

(k) All that territory bounded on the north by W. Fifty-second street, on 
the south by W. Fifty-third street, on the west by S. Morgan street, and on the 
east by S. Peoria street. 

(l) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of the center line of S. Normal avenue and the center line of W. Fortieth street 
(Chicago Junction railway); thence west along the center line of W. Fortieth 
street (Chicago Junction railway) to the center line of S. Wallace street; thence 
south along the center line of S. Wallace street to the center line of W. Forty- 
third street; thence west along the center line of W. Forty-third street to a line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Halsted street; thence 
south along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of 
S. Halsted street, to the center line of W. Fifty-first street; thence east along the 
center line of W. Fifty-first street to the center line of S. Union avenue; thence 
south along the center line of S. Union avenue to the center line of W. Garfield 
boulevard; thence east along the center line of W. Garfield boulevard to a line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Wentworth avenue; 
thence north along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
line of S. Wentworth avenue, to the center line of W. Forty-third street; thence 
west along the center line of W. Forty-third street to the center line of S. 
Normal avenue; thence north along the center line of S. Normal avenue to the 
point of beginning. 

. ( m ) that territory bounded on the north by the center line of W. Forty- 
third street, on the south by the center line of W. Garfield boulevard, on the 
west by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Went¬ 
worth avenue, and on the east by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west 
of the west line of S. State street. 

(n) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection 
of a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of W. Sixty- 
third street and the center line of S. Racine avenue; thence west along said 
line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of W. Sixty-third 
street, to the center line of Loomis street boulevard; thence south along the 
center line of Loomis street boulevard, to the center line of W. Sixty-sixth street- 
thence west along the center line of W. Sixty-sixth street, to the center line of 
S. Wood street; thence south along the center line of S. Wood street to the center 
line of W. Sixty-ninth street; thence west along the center line of W. Sixty- 
ninth street to the center line of S. Damen avenue; thence south along the center 
line of S. Damen avenue to the center line of W. Seventy-fifth street (Belt rail¬ 
way) ; thence east along the center line of W. Seventy-fifth street (Belt railway) 
to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Ashland ave¬ 
nue; thence north along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the 
west line of S. Ashland avenue, to the center line of W. Seventy-first street- 
thence east along the center line of W. Seventy-first street, to a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Ashland avenue; thence south 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Ash¬ 
land avenue, to the center line of W. Seventy-fifth street (Belt railway); thence 
east along the center line of W. Seventy-fifth street (Belt railway) to the center 
lme of S. Racme avenue, thence north along the center line of S. Racine avenue 
to the point of beginning. 

(o) All that territory bounded on the northeast by the northeasterly line of 
the right-of-way of the New York Central railroad (Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern railway), on the west by the center line of S. State street, on the south 
by the center lme of W. Marquette road. 
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(p) [Repealed. Coun. J. 7-8-49, p. 4532.] 


nf «£L£" f- hat W, to £r de . scribed as follows: beginning at the intersection 
lm f e w & Ninetieth street and S. State street; thence west along 
Ninetieth.street, to the center line of S. Wentworth avenue; 
thence south along the center line of S. Wentworth avenue to a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. Ninety-fifth str^t-Tence west 
NiWv S fifth ln t e °? e Jhundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. 

t ° / -ni 1 - ne one h , u “ dred and twenty-five feet east of the east line 
S' £* ewart avenae (Chicago and Western Indiana railroad); thence north along 

Iveliue w d J twen { y -4 ve f eet east of the east line of S. Stewart 

avenue (Chicago and Western Indiana railroad), to a line one hundred and 

wenty-five feet south of the south line of W. Eighty-third street* thence west 

WiLmv ttM 22. fT’K' 1 “? t r° ty ^? e f “‘ »»““■ of tieirnffttoTS 

V? street, to the center line of S. Eggleston avenue extended north: 
al ° ng th f c f ater hne °f s - Eggleston avenue extended north, and 
i E ^ est0n avenue » to the center line of W. Ninety-ninth street* thence east 
along the center line of W. Ninety-ninth street to the center Une ofS. Sceton 
avenue; thence south along the center line of S. Princeton avenue to a line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. One hundred and 

of C fhe north w^n al °£ g said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north 

2J.” 1 ® nort h hue of W. One hundred and second street, to the east line of the 
Chicago and Western Indiana railroad; thence south along the east line of the 
Chicago and_ Western Indiana railroad, to a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet south of the south line of W. One hundred and second street; thence east 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of W 
?mfth U a w d ffc nd sec f ond street, to the center line of S. Princeton avenue; thence 
th f® ce ?u er -i 1 ? e of Princeton avenue, to a line one hundred and 
e fee i r° rth of l he E L ort i 1 luie of w - One hundred and third street; thence 
east a lo n g said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of 
W. One hundred and third street, to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west 
“ we f t of S. Michigan avenue; thence north along said line one hundred 
a d twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Michigan avenue, to a line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. and W. Ninety-ninth 
street; thence west along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the 
south line of E. and W. Ninety-ninth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet west of the west line of S. State street; thence north along said line one hun- 

f f feet f weat of the w «>t line of S. State street, to the center Itae 

of W. Ninety-fifth street; thence east along the center line of W. Ninety-fifth 
street to the center line of S. State street; thence north along the center line of 
„^ ate , 3t . re ® t u t° the Point of beginning. Excluding, however, from the exception 
4r d thl . s Paragraph the territory bounded on the north by the center line 
JZ; Ninety-sixth street, on the south by the center line of W. Ninety-seventh 
e k °<? ^ e . west b y a bne one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
® f a F;7ft e av ^P e ' and on the east by a line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet east of the east line of S.Yale avenue. 

. S T \ A ] J that territory bounded on the north by the center line of W. One 
hundred and seventeenth street, on the south by the center line of W. One hun¬ 
dred and eighteenth street, on the west by a line one hundred and twenty-five 

HrpH 7 th f e ^ est , llne of s - f eoria street, and on the east by a line one^hun- 
dred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Peoria street. 

. A ]J that territory bounded on the north by a line one hundred and 

S y ^ V 0 e i^ et S ° U ? °j tl \ e soath bne of E. One hundred and third street, on the 
a !l n ! one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of E. One 
hundred and seventh street, on the west by a line one hundred and twenty-five 

ofS.'Luh^a^venue ^ ° f S ' Michigan avenue, and on the east by the center line 

fr, Ab ^bat tentory bounded on the north by a line one hundred and 

°r the hne of W. One hundred and third street, or 

the south by the center hne of W. One hundred and eleventh street, on the west 
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by the center line of S ; Stewart avenue (Chicago and Western Indiana railroad). 
^ on the east by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line 
?.* s - Wentworth avenue; also that territory bounded on the north by the center 
line of W. One hundred and eleventh street, on the south by a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. One hundred and nineteenth 
street, on the west by the center line of S. Halsted street, and on the east by a 
line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S Wentworth 
avenue. 

(u) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the intersection of 
a Hne one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. One hundred 
ana tnird street and a line one nundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line 
of S. Michigan avenue; thence west along said line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet south of the south line of E. One hundred and third street and W. One^hun- 
dred and third street, to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east 
lme of S. Wentworth avenue; thence south along said line on^hundred and 
twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Wentworth avenue, to I line one hun 
dred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of W. One hundred and ninp- 
teenth street; thence east along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north 
of the north line of W. One hundred and nineteenth street and E. One hundred 
£ ad nf n | l • street ’ to a hae one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
hne of S. Michigan avenue; thence north along said line one hundred and twentv- 

fwpnttffi W6 f t ? f the ,, we ^ t . I ' ne of s - Michigan avenue, to a line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. One hundred and seventh street- 

T? eS n a °u g ® al< ^, lln e one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south 
iV 1 ® E " ?, ne hund ^ed and seventh street, to the center line of S. State street- 
thence north along the center line of S. State street to a line one hundredTnd 

fe , Ct n ° rth , ? f the n ° rth line of E - On® hundred and seventh Sreet 
thence east along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north 

feet west to a ™ hunl^ndlwentS 

reet west of the west line of S. Michigan avenue; thence north alon^ said lino 

??e%o“mof bjgtotag”' 5 ' "" WeS ‘ ° f U ' e " ne ° f S ' Michigan .vem,., to 

Ashland avenue; thence south along the center line of S. Ashland avenue to the 
center line of W. One hundred and twenty-third street; thence east alon^ the 

HeltLTi 6 ° t Tu 0ne hundred and twen ty-third street, to the center line of S 
Halsted street, thence south along the center line of S. Halsted street to the 
ter line of W. One hundred and twenty-seventh street* thence weqt *u en * 
ter line of W One hundred and twe nty-seveSthstrl’et 

Peona street ; thence south along the center line of S. Peoria street to the^ooth' 
erly city limits, thence easterly and southerly and east alone- the «r,nti! le i S0U ^ 1 * 

Sina f ST°- ^ Uli - ia -I^iana rtate 

Indiana state line, to the center nne of E. One hundred and ninth “ nols 

hne t of 1< ^ 1S A the cen * er 1 “ le of E - 0ne hundred and ninth street to the center 
hne of S. Avenue D; thence south along the center line of S. Avenue D to 

LJ f iT r t hundred and ten feet nor th of the north line of E. One hundred 
a ? d .. tentJl street, thence west along said line four hundred and ten feet north 
of the north line of E. One hundred and tenth street to the easterly rieht of 
thi y S °i f th . e S° uth Chicago and Southern Railroad, thence southerly S along 
the easterly right of way line of the South Chicago and Southern Railroad 
to the center line of E. One hundred and twelfth street; thence west alone the 
center lme of E. One hundred and twelfth street to the center line of S 
A /t? u l F; Whence north along the center line of S. Avenue F to the center line 
of E One hundred and tenth street; thence east along the center Hne of E 
One hundred and tenth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of 
the east lme of S. Avenue F; thence north along said line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Avenue F. to the center line of E 
® ne ,hundred and eighth street; thence west along the center line of E One 
hundred and eighth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of 
the west lme of S. Avenue F; thence south along said line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Avenue F, to the center line of 
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E. One hundred and ninth street; thence west along the center line of E. 
One hundred and ninth street to the center line of S. Avenue H; thence south 
along the center line of S. Avenue H, to the center line of E. One hundred 
and tenth street; thence west along the center line of E. One hundred and 
tenth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line 
of S. Ewing Avenue; thence south along said line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet east of the east line of S. Ewing avenue to a line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet north of the north line of E. One hundred and twelfth street; 
thence east along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north 
line of E. One hundred and twelfth street to the center line of S. Avenue J; 
thence south along the center line of S. Avenue J, to a line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. One hundred and twelfth street; 
thence west along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the 
south line of E. One hundred and twelfth street to a line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Ewing avenue; thence south along 
said line one hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Ewing 
avenue to the center line of E. One hundred and fourteenth street; thence 
west along the center line of E. One hundred and fourteenth street to a line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Ewing avenue; 
thence north along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the 
west line of S. Ewing avenue to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south 
of the south line of E. One hundred and twelfth street; thence west along said 
line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. One hundred 
and twelfth street to the center line of S. Avenue L; thence north along the 
center line of S. Avenue L. to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the 
north line of E. One hundred and twelfth street; thence east along said line 
one hundred and twenty-five feet north of the north line of E. One hundred 
and twelfth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
line of S. Ewing avenue; thence north along said line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet west of the west line of S. Ewing avenue to the center line of E. One 
hundred and ninth street; thence west along the center line of E. One hundred 
and ninth street to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
line of S. Buffalo avenue; thence north along said line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet west of the west line of S. Buffalo avenue to the center line of E. One 
hundred and eighth street; thence east along the center line of E. One hundred 
and eighth street, to the center line of S. Avenue M; thence north along the 
center line of S. Avenue M, to the center line of E. One hundred and sixth street; 
thence east along the center line of E. One hundred and sixth street, to the Ulinois- 
Indiana state line, thence north along the Illinois-Indiana state line, to the shore 
of Lake Michigan, thence north along the shore of Lake Michigan, to the center 
line of E. Ninety-fifth street, extended east; thence west along the center line of E. 
Ninety-fifth street extended east, and E. Ninety-fifth street, to a line two hundred 
feet east of the east bank of the Calumet river; thence southerly along said line 
two hundred feet east of the east bank of the Calumet river, to the center line 
of E. One hundred and sixth street; thence west along the center line of E. One 
hundred and sixth street, to the southeasterly line of the right-of-way of the Pitts¬ 
burgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago railway; thence northeasterly along the south¬ 
easterly line of the right-of-way of the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago rail¬ 
way, to the northeasterly line of the New York Central railroad; (Lake Shore and 
Michigan Southern railway) thence northwesterly along the northeasterly line of 
the New York Central railroad (Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railway) to 
a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Manistee avenue 
extended south; thence north along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet 
west of the west line of S. Manistee avenue extended south, to the center line of 
E. Eighty-ninth street; thence east along the center line of E. Eighty-ninth street, 
to the center line of S. Burley avenue; thence north along the center line of S. 
Burley avenue, to the center line of E. Eighty-third street; thence v/est along the 
center line of E. Eighty-third street to the center line of S. Brandon avenue, 
thence north along the center line of S. Brandon avenue, to a line one hundred and 
twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. Seventy-ninth street; thence east 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. 
Seventy-ninth street, to the shore of Lake Michigan; thence northwesterly along 
the shore of Lake Michigan to the center line of E. Sixty-seventh street; thence 




Fire Limits 


256 


west along the center line of E. Sixty-seventh street, to the center line of S. Cot- 
tage Qrove avenue, thence north along the center line of S. Cottage Grove avenue 
to toe center line of E. Sixty-third street; thence west along toe center line of F 1 ' 

toe*center lln^of t Q° *t n p r of S ‘ Sou 1 * Park avenue; thence south along 
11116 of * S \ Sou ^? Park avenue, to toe center line of E. Seventy-fifth 
e “ t « ton * 4116 center Hn® of E. Seventy-fifth street, to toe center 
hne of S. Cottage Grove avenue; thence south along toe center line of S Cottage 

a r E e s= e v SjAtS* £“** a ? d , twent y- flve feet south of toe south life 
of E. Seventy-ninth street, thence east along said line one hundred and twcntv. 

five fert south of toe south line of E. Seventy-ninth street, to toe east line of the 
Hn g e ht ;? f ;r y °L the , DUnoia , <£ n tral raUroad,thence northeSerly “ong toe e2? 
Une of toe right-of-way of the Illinois Central railroad, to toe center line of if 

teTho^n" 111 / 1 ^!' 9 ^ 6 ^ : o th6nce eas t along toe center line of E. Seventy-ninth street 
to toe center line of S. Stony Island avenue; thence south along toe center line of 
S. Stony Island avenue, to a line one hundred and twentv-five feet annth of 
aouth l ine of E SoTonty-ointh .ttwt; thooco SSSmI 

q V v B0U ^ X so uth line of E. Seventy-ninth street, to the center 

line of S. Yates avenue; thence south along the center line of S. Yates av^nnp tn 

atJwt °«f hundred a“ d twenty-five feet south of toe south line of E. Eighty-third 

:S , ltae°o < ?E e, ElS; g t M, l H 5“ “? h,m 5 red “ d twenty-ive toiSStt of 

of B : ^ghty-toird street, to a lme one hundred and twenty-five feet 
?nd t£^f o£ ?• Y a , te3 avenue; thence south along said Une SS ££<£2 

line of toe New ^hrlTCentra?!jy, est Iwr 0 ^' £? tes avenue * to the southwesterly 

r^lroad (Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railroad) to the center lhie ff q 

twUne'ofE e NWtvfi^t U 2 . al * n ^^ he center Une o£ s * Colfax avenue, to thecen- 

waat along the center line of E. NinetJ- 
Ste? ftoe of S Q?onv^,1o^ S- St0ny ^land avenue; thence north along toe 
atrLft • thL £3 , ony J sland avenue, to toe center line of E Ninetieth 

Une of S Wh p!i to .! 1 6 °ou hundred an d twenty-five feet w<jst of toe west 

mmmmwm 
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feet east of the east line of S. Michigan avenue; thence south along said line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Michigan avenue, to the 
center line of W. One hundred and twenty-seventh street; thence west along the 
center line of W. One hundred and twenty-seventh street to a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Michigan avenue; thence north 
along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. Mich¬ 
igan avenue to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of 
E. and W. One hundred and nineteenth street; thence west along said line one 
hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. and W. One hundred 
and nineteenth street, to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west 
line of S. Morgan street; thence north along said line one hundred and twenty-five 
feet west of the west line of S. Morgan street to the center line of W. One hundred 
and nineteenth street; thence west along the center line of W. One hundred and 
nineteenth street, to a point of beginning. 

Also all that territory bounded as follows: N. Avondale avenue; the alley 
next east of and most nearly parallel to N. Ozanam avenue; a line drawn 
through a point 18 feet 2 % inches south of N. Avondale avenue at the alley 
next east of N. Ozanam avenue to a point 35 feet south of N. Avondale avenue 
at the east line of N. Ozanam avenue; and N. Ozanam avenue. 

Also all that territory bounded as follows: W. Palatine avenue, or the line 
thereof if extended; N. Overhill avenue; W. Talcott avenue; and N. Canfield 
avenue. 

(w) All that territory bounded on the north by the center line of E. One 
hundred and fourteenth street; on the south by the center line of E. One hundred 
and eighteenth street; on the west by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet 
west of the west line of S. Buffalo avenue; on the east by a line one hundred 
and twenty-five feet east of the east line of S. Avenue O. 

(x) All that territory hereinafter described as within the provisional fire 
limits. [Amend. Coun. J. 12-21-39, p. 1488; 5-15-40, p. 2536; 5-22-40, p. 2574; 
6-5-40, p. 2649; 12-3-40, p. 3620; 2-5-41, p. 4221; 2-26-41, p. 4330; 4-23-41, p. 4648; 
3-11-42, p. 6775; 5-13-42, p. 7017; 11-10-44, p. 2465; 9-10-48, p. 2862; 7-8-49, p. 
4532.] 

89-3. The territory embraced within the provisional fire limits of city shall 
be as follows: 

(a) All that territory bounded on the north by the center line of N. Rogers 
avenue, on the south by the center line of W. Devon avenue and Sheridan road, 
on the west by the east line of the right-of-way of the Chicago and Northwestern 
railway, and on the east by Lake Michigan. 

(c) All that territory bounded on the northeast by the northeasterly line of 
the right-of-way of the New York Central railroad (Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern railway), on the west by the center line of S. State street, on the south 
by the center line of E. Marquette road. 

(d) All that territory bounded on the north by the center of E. Eighty- 
seventh street, on the south by the center line of E. Ninety-fifth street, and on 
the west by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet west of the west line of S. 
South Park avenue, and on the east by a line one hundred and twenty-five feet 
southeast of the southeasterly line of the right-of-way of the Illinois Central 
railroad. 

(e) All that territory described as follows: beginning at the shore of Lake 
Michigan and the center line of E. Sixty seventh street; thence west along the 
center line of E. Sixty-seventh street, to the center line of S. Cottage Grove 
avenue; thence north along the center line of S. Cottage Grove avenue, to the 
center line of E. Sixty-third street; thence west along the center line of E. Sixty- 
third street, to the center line of S. South Park avenue; thence south along the 
center line of S. South Park avenue, to the center line of E. Seventy-fifth street; 
thence east along the center line of E. Seventy-fifth street, to the center line of 
S. Cottage Grove avenue; thence south along the center line of S. Cottage Grove 
avenue, to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line of E. 
Seventy-ninth street; thence east along said line one hundred and twenty-five feet 
south of the south line of E. Seventy-ninth street, to the east line of the right-of- 
way of the Illinois Central railroad; thence northeasterly along the east line of the 
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right-of-way of the Illinois Central railroad, to the center line of E. Seventy-ninth 
street; thence east along the center line of E. Seventy-ninth street, to the center 
line of S. Stony Island avenue; thence south along the center line of S. Stony 
Island avenue, to a line one hundred and twenty-five feet south of the south line 
ot lii. Seventy-ninth street; thence east along said line one hundred and twenty- 
five feet south of the south line of E. Seventy-ninth street, to the shore of Lake 
Michigan; thence northwesterly along the shore of Lake Michigan to the point of 
beginning. 

(f) All that territory bounded on the north by the center line of W. Sixtieth 
street, on the south by the center line of W. Sixty-fifth street, on the west by 
the center line of S. Harlem avenue, on the east by the center line of S. Narra- 
gansett avenue. 

0>) AU that territory described as follows: commencing at the intersection 
ot the Illinois Indiana State Line and the center line of E. 109th street; thence 

a ^ ng the center line of E - 109th street t0 the center line of South Avenue 
D ; thence south along the center line of S. Avenue “D” to a line 410 feet 
north of the north line of E. 110th street; thence west along said line 410 feet 
north of the north line of E. 110th street to the easterly right of way line of 
the South Chicago and Southern Railroad; thence southerly along the easterly 
right of way line of the South Chicago and Southern Railroad to the center 
line of E. 112th street; thence west along the center line of E. 112th street to 
lme S. Avenue “F”; thence north along the center line of S. Avenue 
center line of E. 110th street; thence east along the center line of 
hi. 110th street to a lme 125 feet east of the east line of S. Avenue “F”; thence 
north along said line 125 feet east of the east line of S. Avenue “F” to the 
center lme of E. 108th street; thence west along the center line of E. 108th 
street to a line 125 feet west*of the west line of S. Avenue “F”; thence south 
along said line 125 feet west of the west line of S. Avenue “F” to the center 
line of E. 109th street; thence west long the center line of E. 109th street to 
the center line of S. Avenue “H”; thence south along the center line of S. 
Avenue H to the center line of E 110th street; thence west along the center 
lme of E. 110th street to a line 125 feet east of the east line of S. Ewing avenue- 
thence south aiong said line 125 feet east of the east line of S. Ewing avenue to a 
ncjrtli of the north line of E. 112th street; thence east along 
said line 125 feet north of the north line of E. 112th street to the center line of 
i o K A J ei i ue L ; £ hance soath . along the cen ter line of S. Avenue “J” to a line 
iok S0U lu °? sou th ^ ne of E. 112th street; thence west along said line 
125 feet south of the south line of E. 112th street to a line 125 feet east of the 
east line of S. Ewing avenue; thence south along said line 125 feet east of the 
east line of S Ewing avenue to the center line of E. 114th street; thence west 
along the center lme of E. 114th street to a line 125 feet west of the west line 
of S. Ewing avenue; thence north along said line 125 feet west of the west 
hne of S. Ewing avenue to a line 125 feet south of the south line of E. 112th 
street; thence west along the center line of E. 112th street to the center line 
v s ;£ v f nue L » th ence north along the center line of S. Avenue “L” to a 
hne 125 feet north of the north line of E. 112th street; thence east along said 
hne 125 feet north of the north line of E. 112th street to a line 125 feet west 
of the west line of S. Ewing avenue; thence north along said line 125 feet west 
of the west line of S. Ewing avenue to the center line of E. 109th street; thence 
west along the center line of E. 109th street to a line 125 feet west of the west 
line of S. Avenue L - thence north along said line 125 feet west of the west 
line of S. Avenue L to the center line of E. 108th street; thence west along 
the center hne of E. 108th street to the center line of S. Avenue “M”- thence 
north along the center line of S. Avenue “M” to the center line of E 106th 
street; thence east along the center line of E. 106th street to the Tiling s and 
Indiana State Lme; thence north along the Illinois and Indiana State Line to 
the shore of Lake Michigan; thence north along the shore of Lake Michigan 
to the center line of E. 95th street, extended east; thence west along the center 
f E - 95 *h street, extended east, and E. 95th street to a line 200 feet east 
of the east bank of the Calumet River; thence southerly along said line 200 
feet east of the east bank of the Calumet River to the center line of E. 106th 
street; thence west along the center line of E. 106th street to the southeasterly 
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line of the right of way of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railway; 
thence northeasterly along the southeasterly line of the right of way of the 
Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railway to the northeasterly line of the New 
York Central Railroad (Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway); thence 
northwesterly along the northeasterly line of the New York Central Railroad 
(Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway) to a line 125 feet west of the west 
line of S. Manistee avenue extended south; thence north along said line 125 
feet west of the west line of S. Manistee avenue extended south to the center 
line of E. 89th street; thence east along the center line of E. 89th street to 
the center line of S. Burley avenue; thence north along the center line of S. 
Burley avenue to the center line of E. 83rd street; thence west along the center 
line of E. 83rd street to the center line of S. Yates boulevard; thence south 
along the center line of S. Yates boulevard to the center line of E. 85th street; 
thence west along the center line of East 85th street to a line 125 feet west of 
the west line of S. Yates boulevard; thence south along said line 125 feet west 
of the west line of S. Yates boulevard to the southwesterly line of the New York 
Central Railroad (Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway); thence south¬ 
easterly along the southwesterly line of the New York Central Railroad (Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern Railway) to the center line of S. Colfax avenue; 
thence south along the center line of S. Colfax avenue to the center line of E. 
91st street; thence west along the center line of E. 91st street to the center 
line of S. Stony Island avenue; thence north along the center line of S. Stony 
Island avenue to the center line of E. 90th street; thence west along the 
center line of E. 90th street to the northeasterly line of the New York, Chicago 
& St. Louis Railroad; thence southeasterly along the northeasterly line of the 
New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad to a line 125 feet north of the north 
line of E. 95th street; thence east along said line 125 feet north of the north 
line of E. 95th street to a line 125 feet east of the east line of S. Stony Island 
avenue; thence south along said line 125 feet east of the east line of S. Stony 
Island avenue to the shore of Lake Calumet; thence southerly along the shore 
of Lake Calumet to its intersection with the east line of Section 26, Township 
37 North, Range 14, East of the third principal meridian (center line of S. 
Stony Island avenue); thence south along the said section line (center line of 
S. Stony Island avenue) to the center line of E. 130th street; thence east along 
the center line of E. 130th street to the center line of S. Avenue “O”; thence 
south along the center line of S. Avenue “O” to the south city limits; thence 
east along the said south city limits to the Illinois-Indiana State Line; thence 
north along the Illinois-Indiana State Line to the place of beginning. 

(i) All that territory bounded on the north by the center line of E. One 
hundred and thirtieth street, on the east by the Michigan Central Railroad, on 
the south by the Calumet River, and on the west by the Chicago and Western 
Indiana Railroad. 


(j) All that territory lying between W. 64th and W. 65th streets, and S. 
Kenneth and S. Kilbourn avenues. 

(k) All that territory within the limits of the ninth ward. 

[Amend. Coun. J. 7-11-40, p. 2785; 2-5-41, p. 4221; 2-5-41, p. 4261; 4-23-41 
p. 4648; 12-6-44, p. 2530; 9-10-48, p. 2851; 1-14-49; p. 3701; 3-24-50, p. 6017.] 


89-4. The superintendent of maps shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 
master map on which shall be accurately indicated the area and boundaries of the 
fire limits and of the provisional fire limits established by this code. He shall 
correct said map so as accurately to portray the fire limits and the provisional 
fire limits whenever a change is made by ordinance, and supply a copy of such 
corrected map to the commissioner of buildings, the city clerk and the zoning 
board of appeals. 
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27 Yards 
Serving 
Chicago & 
Suburbs 


WEST 

AUSTIN 355 N. Lavergne Ave. 

AUstin 7-0021 • EUclid 6-2441 
CICERO 4901 W. 25th Place 

Bishop 2-2512 • OLympic 2-5400 
RIVER FOREST 7820 W. Madison St. 
FOrest 9-6200 • COlumbus 1-1730 

MELROSE PARK .2000 Main St. 

Fillmore 3-0730 • COlumbus 1-2323 
LA GRANGE 511 East Cossitt St. 

FLeetwood 2-3003 • Bishop 2-1844 

DOWNERS GR. .1597 Warren Ave. 

WOodland 8-4800 

ST. CHARLES 101 North First Ave. 
Juno 3101 • Enterprise 2409 

VILLA PARK .127 Monterey Ave. 

TErrace 2-1144 

ITASCA. ...... 309 W. Irving Park Blvd. 

Itasca 108 • NAtional 5-4975 

NORTH 

DOWNTOWN 1168 N. Halsted St. 

Michigan 2-5805 

NORTH SIDE Lincoln Ave. & Grace St. 
LAkeview 5-0926 

ROSEHILL 1834 Balmoral Ave. 

LOngbeach 1-4212 

SO. EVANSTON Clark & Howard Sts. 
BRoadway 3-2255 • DAvis 8-5005 
EVANSTON 1613 Church Street 

BRoadway 3-2373 • UNiversity 4-0041 

HIGHLAND PARK .1641 Oakwood 

IDIewood 2-3720 

NORTHWEST 

IRVING PARK 3840 Milwaukee Ave. 
SPring 7-1170 • PEnsacola 6-0300 
JEFFERSON PK. .5140 Milwaukee Ave. 
PEnsacola 6-8300 

GLENVIEW Pine & Prairie 

COrnelia 7-2449 • PArk 4-1600 
MT. PROSPECT 604 Central Rd. 

CLearbrook 3-4300 • NEwcastle 1-5223 


LUMBER 

MILLWORK 

HARDWARE 

MAIN YARD and 
MILLWORK DEPT. 

2431 So. Wolcott Ave. 
Chicago 8, III. 

CLiffside 4-6600 


PALATINE .7 South Hale 

FLanders 8-0174 • ROdney 3-8330 
PARK RIDGE 400 Busse Hwy. 

TAIcott 3-4108 • ROdney 3-8717 

SOUTH and SOUTHWEST 

EVERGREEN PK. .2601 W. 95th St. 

BEverly 8-4470 • GArden 3-3500 

63rd STREET 4626 West 63rd Street 

Portsmouth 7-8300 

ARCHER AVENUE. . .5245 Archer Ave. 
REIiance 5-5245 

MAIN YARD . 2431 So. Wolcott Ave. 

CLiffside 4-6600 

SOUTHTOWN . 1620 W. 59th St. 

PRospect 6-6700 

HOMEWOOD . 18600 S. Western Ave. 

SYcamore 8-2200 • PUIIman 5-3074 


EDWARD HINES LUMBER CO. 



















































Material Service 

DIVISION OF GENERAL. DYNAMICS CORPORATION 
300 W. WASHINGTON STREET • CHICAGO 6, ILL. . FRANKLIN 2-3600 
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